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trident juncture

by Massimo Rossi
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The NATO’s Trident Juncture exercise involved 36,000 
personnel from more than 30 Allied and Partner Nations 
and took place throughout Italy, Portugal, Spain, the Atlantic 
Ocean, the Mediterranean Sea and also Canada, Norway, 
Germany, Belgium and the Netherlands. 
Trident Juncture 2015’s aim was to demonstrate NATO’s new 
increased level of ambition in joint modern warfare and to 
show-case a capable, forward-leading Alliance equipped with 
the appropriate capability and capacity to meet present and 
future security challenges. More than 12 major International 
Organizations, aid agencies and non-governmental organisa-
tions, such as the EU and AU also participated in the exercise.
The live military training element of the exercise, which ope-
ned on Oct. 19, included more than 230 units, more than 140 
aircraft and more than 60 ships. More than 12 International 

Organizations, aid agencies and non-governmental orga-
nizations, such as the European Union and African Union 
participated in the exercise, demonstrating NATO’s com-
mitment and contribution to a comprehensive approach. 
Non-NATO participants included Austria, Australia, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Finland, the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Georgia, Sweden and Ukraine.
In this reportage, authored by our long standing contribu-
tor Massimo Rossi, you can have a wide and spectacular 
overview of Air activities held in Italy which involved 
Trapani Air Base and the Tyrrenian Sea. 
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Sony α68 
Uncompromising features and performance for 
demanding amateur photographers

4D FOCUS for fast, accurate tracking autofocus with 
world’s highest number of 79 AF points Translucent 
Mirror TechnologyTM delivers constant AF 
tracking at up to 8fps continuous shooting 24MP 
APS-C ExmorTM CMOS image sensor delivers wide 
ISO 100-25600 sensitivity range BIONZ XTM image 
processing engine enables the capture of high-
quality images.

new
gear

sony.com
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Precise OLED Tru-FinderTM, tiltable LCD monitor, top display panel 
and custom controls SteadyShotTM INSIDE works with all 34 A-mount 
lenses.
Full HD video with high bit-rate 50Mbps XAVC S format

The new α68 (ILCA-68)camera from sony lets enthusiastic photo-
graphers discover even more creative opportunities with their 
precious collection of A-mount lenses.

Inheriting many pro-style features from the acclaimed α77 II, the α68 
features Sony’s unique 4D FOCUS system that delivers extraordinary 
AF performance under any shooting conditions – even in lighting as 
low as EV-2 where other cameras struggle.

This phase detection system uses no less than 79 autofocus detection 
points including 15 cross points, plus a dedicated F2.8 AF sensor 
point for dimly-lit scenes. It all adds up to fast, wide area AF with 
predictive tracking that locks faithfully onto fast-moving subjects.
And thanks to Sony’s uniqueTranslucent Mirror Technology, the α68 
delivers constant AF tracking at up to 8fpsii continuous shooting.

Whether you’re shooting stills or movies, peerless image quality is assured 
by the 24MPiii APS-C Exmor CMOS image sensor with wide ISO 
100-25600iv sensitivity range. It’s teamed with Sony’s speedy BIONZ 
X image processor that uses Detail Reproduction and Diffraction-re-
ducing Technologies plus Area-specific Noise Reduction for pristine, 
finely detailed shots every time.

Full HD movies use the efficient XAVC Sv format for high bit rate 
recordings at up to 50 Mbps with outstanding detail and low noise. 
And thanks to Sony’s unique Translucent Mirror Technology, you can 
enjoy non-stop continuous autofocus that effortlessly tracks moving 
subjects for crisp, professional looking footage, whichever format you 
choose to record in.

With a powerful array of creative features to explore, the α68 has 
plenty to offer experienced amateurs as well as step-up photo-
graphers and newcomers to interchangeable lens cameras.

Framing stills and movies is a pleasure through the clear, bright OLED 
Tru-Finder. 100% frame coverage ensures you see exactly what you’re 
shooting, with high contrast and faithful colour reproduction helping 
you focus manually with absolute confidence.

Complementing the Tru-Finder, the 2.7-type LCD monitor tilts up 
to 135 degrees upwards or 55 degrees downwardsfor comfortable 
composition from a wide variety of shooting angles. Serious photo 
enthusiasts will also value the backlit top display that allows quick 
confirmation of camera settings, whether you’re shooting handheld or 
on a tripod.

As found on the critically praised α7 series, there’s a control wheel 
on the camera’s rear that allows quick fingertip adjustment of camera 
settings. In addition, 10 customisable buttons can be assigned for 
instant access to frequently-used functions. There is a front control 
dial for quick adjustments of settings and a sturdy grip to ensure that 
you are balanced, even when using heavyweight prime or telephoto 
lenses.

SteadyShot INSIDE reduces the effects of camera shake for blur-free 
handheld shooting – at all focal lengths and with any compatible lens.

The inclusion of a Multi Interface Shoe and Multi Terminal lets you expand 
creative options further with a wide range of optional accessories, 
including flashes, lights, microphones and remote commanders.

The new 68amount interchangeable lens camera from sony will be 
from March 2016 for approximately €600 body only or €700 with 
DT18-55mm F3.5-5.6 SAM II lens.

new
gear

sony.com
Spotters Magazine    23



#spotting-photo-report

By fabrizio capenti

maks2015

MAKS  “International Aviation and Space Show” is an International Air 
Show held near Moscow, Russia on Zhukovskiy LII air field. 

The first show, Mosaeroshow-92, was held in 1992. Since 1993, it was 
renamed to its current name and is held on odd years (MAKS-1993, 
MAKS-1995, MAKS-1997, MAKS-1999, MAKS-2001, MAKS-2003, 
MAKS-2005, MAKS-2007, MAKS-2009, MAKS-2011, MAKS-2013).

MAKS is an important event in Russian business. Although it started 
mainly as an entertainment event, the show soon became a mar-
ketplace where Russian airplane manufacturers could find export 
contracts and Russian air carriers could find foreign contacts. The 
whole event became important through CIS and neighboring countri-
es, due to similarities of the market.

The most recent (MAKS-2015) took place on 25 August - 30 August 
2015.
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#spotting-photo-report

maks2015
By simone marcato

Static Display
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We decided to join MAKS since the end of last year, when we started to discuss about our desire to 
see with our eyes many different Soviet/Russian  combat aircrafts,painted with the iconic red star 
on tail, mainly just seen in the books or in internet,for sure still outlandish for most of us... 
Really we thought at this too much and despite this year MAKS 2015 appeared like second-rate 
edition, without hesitation we booked flying tickets,hotel, made visas.It left to do the last thing: media 
pass!
As every first time you do something difficults seems to have no end but after some phone callings 
and some e-mails we got our press accreditations!

On 26th August our trip start: in the afternoon after very confortable flight from differents airports 
in Italy and a first rendevouz at Sheremetyevo Airport we move to Moscow by the new Aero Express 
train.30 minutes followed by two stops with underground and we reach the hotel joining the fourth 
mate, just in front of Chistye Prudy station.
For the next two days our daily plan will be the same: wake up in early morning,accross the road, get 
the underground, take the Moscow-Ryzan train and take a bus, which it will bring us directly inside 
the Zhukovsky airport.While for the rest of the days we agree to decide how to spend it day by day.
Certainly from the beginning we opted to spent a day as common turists into Russia’s capital...have 
this airspace salon relatively close to Moscow is a very appeciate bonus: isn’t it?
It means to be fully immersed,for an entirely week, inside a bit different reality, with an high visible 
mix of soviet-era retails and the considerable russian society effort to change and move forward 
into the future.

The first day start in very early morning.After bought underground’s tickets and two stops on red 
line we arrived at Komsomolskaya station.We get on the train for Ryzan.Leaving Moscow through the 
glass we see the landscape slowly change:trees,old buildings and factories just apparently abando-
ned surrounding the railway line replacing the downtown chaotic silhouette.
After one hour and ten minutes we stop at Otdih station, decorated with bigs MAKS posters 
everywhere.Besides here a crowd getting bigger waiting buses for the Salon....we’re on the right 
way!

Once arrived at the gate an impressive static made by old Cold War era military fighters welcome 
the visitors, reminding everyone what this airport was in the past,and what still is: located 40 km 
southeast of Moscow and near the town of Ramenskoye (it’s also known as Ramenskoye Airport) 
part of Gromov Flight Research Institute, with it’s important scientific research center it serves 
as a major aircraft testing facility since the Cold War years.Also the majority of the major Russian 
Design Bureaus having facilities on the airfield and it easy recognize a good mix of prototypes, 
modern aircraft and helicopters and very old and disbanded stuffs put everywhere on the enormous 
platforms.It is also now used by the Ministry of Emergency Situations (with it’s very variegated air 
fleet) and cargo transportation. 

First impression on this very big airport is really positive feeling us very happy: finally a dream 
became true!

Quite quicky we moved to the office get our media pass and after safety check we rushed to buy 
tickets for media platform, founding a lot of spotters and journalist.We lose a lot of time but finally 
we are walking through static aircrafts.

As we said this edition (12th since it’s begun in 1993) really reflects the delicate political situation 
that has arisen between Russia and the Western Countries with regard to the conflict in Syria and 
Ukraine: it has been characterized by a dominating presence of Russian exhibitors present with all 
the latest weapons systems under development,at beginning of production or recently introduced 
into service, along with many stuffs already in service for years with Russian armed forces.
Instead, moving into exhibition area we observed that western participation at this Salon has been 
very limited and even if some western industries were present inside halls and chalets, outside in 
static and flying display the only relevant presences were the Airbus A-350 prototype (who flown 
only on thursday), AgustaWestland with an civil AW-139 and the brand new czech light twin-prop 
Let-410NG (who made it’s first flight last 29th July few weeks before MAKS start).
Outside russian and western companies the only foreign partecipation has been made AVIC (Aviation 
Industry Corporation of China) which sent it’s Harbin Y-12F turboprop.
With a bit of disappointment we saw, walking throughout the static, that due the recent crisis also the 
famous Antonov Design Bureau didn’t come with his jewells.Sadly also the VVS keep out the various 
An-22,An-124 and the more common An-12/24/26s weren’t on static.

Anyway concernig air assets part the static display was very impressive with most of the 
current aircrafts already in service with domestic armed forces and all the latest domestic 
helicopters and military aircrafts developments along with some civilians thought aircrafts.
During the explorative tour before to go on the media platform with surprise we discover a sort 
museum: maybe some nostalgic person has had the brilliant idea to expose even some olds birds 
stored in some angles of this airfield: next to the joint indo-russian MiG-27 prototype, the giant 
MiG-25 along with a wonderful double-seater Su-15 “Flagon”, the Mig-1.44, Tu-144 and the unique 
Atlantis.
Various versions of the immortal Mi-8/17 helicopters along with Mi-28,the new Mi-38,and the 
giants Mi-26 formed the partecipation of the historic Design Bureau Mil.
Also the other major helicopters design bureau, Kamov, took part at salon with a big variety 
of it’s famous coaxial rotors helicopters: this configuration is a built-in feature in most of this 
Bureau production.
New attack helos Ka-52s (include the latest naval version Ka-52K), the lighter Ka-226, Ka-60 and 
some versions of “Helix” family were present both in static and display.
Kazan Helicopters completed domestic helos manufacturer showing in static and display a couple 
of it’s Ansat light, multipurpose helicopter thought for both military and civil purpose.
Ilyushin was present with the Il-76MD-90A the latest upgraded and re-engined version of it’s 
diffuse Il-76 cargo aircraft,with an Il-114 and a single AWACS  A-50 Mainstay (developed from 
Il-76 by Beriev and recently upgraded with new avionic featurings).
Tupolev was just in static with the three bombers representing the strategic asset of Russian 
Air Force:Tu-22 Backfire, Tu-95 Bear and Tu-160 Blackjack.The fourth military aircraft made by 
this Bureau was a Tu-214 used for Open Sky missions, along with a single civil Tu-204 with DHL 
livrery.
Actually one of main export aircraft is YaK-130 (“Mitten” as NATO reporting name) made by 
Yakovlev Design Bureau.This trainer (developed during mid’90s with Aermacchi) was present in 
static with two exemplares: one dedicated at training purposes and the other one close to be a 
CAS/COIN aircraft with new avionic features.Two more (one painted with red Soviet historical 
Yakovlev Design Bureau livrery) performed an amazing display everyday.Without doubt pilots 
performed a superior display compared with italian derivative T-346.An Yak-42 complete the 
static presence of this Bureau.
Like the last editions the main share on flying displays has been made by Sukhoi Aviation become 
in the years the Russia’s major aircraft holding company, primarily with it’s Flanker’s multirole 
fighters family (an authentic best seller in world fighters market) the real backbone of military 
aeronautical industry.
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Daily SU-35S (the latest version of this type entered in service with VVS) Su-34 and T-50 took off in 
succession and after a short flight to compose a 3-ships formation for reaching the sky above the 
field, starting their displays with a spectacular break in front of the public.7 minute each of pure 
adrenaline for very powerful and noisy displays!
For the first time we saw the performances of T-50,and its predecessor Su-35S.Both flown a 
display mainly focused on supermanouverability at low speed guarantee by their excellent ae-
rodynamic shapes and 3D thrust vectoring.By our point of view nothing comparable with USA/euro-
pean fighters can do.However it seemed that after his first memorable display the test pilot Sergey 
Bogdan no longer wanted push to the limit the new stealth fighter on following days of MAKS...
Also Su-34s done without difficult an impressive series of vertical and horizontal manouvers 
despite it’s heavy size and with several weapons under it’s wings, remembering easily a fighter 
instead a tactical bomber. 
The elegant dark-grey Su-30SM (caming directly from Irkutsk aircraft production facility and ready 
for delivery after the airshow) complete the Sukhoi-made solo display.Good shot for us because 
this one is for AV-MF or Russian Naval Aviation,easily recognizable for navy flag marks under 
cockpit.
With legacy and derivative Su-27s air superiority fighter family are also equipped two of the four 
russian aerobatic teams who performed at this Airshow edition: Russian Knigths and Sokol.
The last Sukhoi Company display’s was made by the joint venture (with Alenia Aermacchi) commer-
cial regional airliner Superjet SSJ-100 which made a short exhibition showing it’s good take off, 
landing and turning performances. 
Without doubt, during Cold War era and until URSS collapse the legendary word “MiG” was syno-
nymous of the enemy fighter for excellence, a trademark well known and respected by NATOs and 
allies aviators.
Nowadays, unfortunately, the former main player of combat aircraft, and symbol of Soviet military 
power seems to get a little faded present,mainly due the lack of funds did not allow the fast renew-
al/upgrade of many VVS fighters units and the preference for the bigger Su-27s family showing by 
domestic and foreign customers.Anyway after many years recently the first successes caming and 
the MAPO-MiG shows it’s latest MiG-29s family upgrade/developments.
The MiG-35 has been the only one made flight display, while at least two MiG-29K (carrier version 
painted with AV-MF colors), two SMT (one prototype and one operational aircraft from Kursk AB) 
along with an impressive MiG-31 completed static line.
About the display,after a very nice symbolic was the fly-pass with the MiG-3 the latest Fulcrum 
resembles that of latest western 4+ generation fighters: without trust vectoring manouvers looks 
trivial,compared to those made by Sukhois!

But with more powerful (and don’t smokers!) Klimov’s engines mainly in full AB infact air manou-
vering performance seems close to the latest western rivals (as Rafale, Super Hornet or EFA) 
regurarly done.
Beriev Be-200, a couple of historic DC-3s,a couple of modern reincarnations of immortal An-2, 
two teams equipped with L-39 (Baltic Bees and VVS display team Vyazma Rus) various civil 
helicopters and light aircrafts completes the list of partecipants at flying displays.
On sunday, the last day of airshow and one of the lasts chances for us to take some good displays 
photos (in fact we spent the entire saturday visiting Moscow) we decide to change our strategy.As 
we saw from the media platform good result has been made just for take off and landings (when 
the sun didn’t disappear behind clouds!) because pilots perform quite far away from the runway, 
most of the time just above the Moskva River!Different safety rules?Who knows..
After the usual train and bus 20 min by walk and we are in the right position outside from the fen-
ce and in a good company: russian, chinese and european spotters crowd this quite place between 
airport and Moskva River.Hoping for the best with weather this should be the last opportunity to 
do what we missed on thursday and friday.We stay tuned on aircraft engine rumor.The show start 
like everyday around 11,00am and we start to “work”.Somebody love us and even if not everything 
was shot with sunlight and unluckily most parts of displays still were on our back with sun in the 
face, ours main targets had been made perfectly.

On monday we decided to stay out from the fence.This is our last day of spotting.After the morning 
routine,at Otdih station we took another bus which left us close to runway 12 landings lights.Few 
minutes by walking and we arrived at the spotting point hoping to shot interesting stuffs from 
different angle: for the first day of departures something must land we thought!In fact...From the 
morning since late afteroon several cargo and helos with support personnel arrived to prepare 
the VVS aircrafts.
Watching movements on the field with several aircrafts towed from the ramp close to runway and 
despite a not really good weather in the morning with high rain possibility (this has occurred on 
midday..) we decide to remain hoping for a better afternoon.Once again as weather forecast said 
quickly clouds left the sky clean with a perfect sunlight for most of the time.Finally many aircrafts 
started their engines leaving work hard ours reflex cameras.Luckily also many interesting assets 
of Russian Ministry of Emergency Situations left the airport during this glorious afternoon.
The last bonus of this marvellous trip!

(Simone Marcato)
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By massimo rossi

maks
#spotting-photo-report

2015
departures
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Airway Spotting by Tamàs Pro
Hi,
My name is Tamas P. from Szeged, Hungary. I publish my videos under the name, “Pro 
Tamás”.
Szeged is located in the southeastern region of Hungary,where there are a lot of air way 
routings.
I have been into aviation since childhood, but I just started taking video recordings 2 years 
ago.

Visual observation:

For the visual observation, you need a 10X60 binocular for star, this bino can be hold stable 
in your hands.Mobility is an advantage for a small binocular like this, the only disadvantage 
is the relatively small magnification.If you want to read off the registration, you need a 
bigger telescope.
I started with an 80/600 astronomical telescope.
The magnification depends here, what kind of ocular you use.
I used a magnification of about 60-100X for observing the airplanes.
Advantage is the high magnification, disadvantage is that you need to use a stand (at 
least an AZ4 legged) and you need to put it together before using it, it is not like a small 
binocular.
The higher you magnificate, the darkest the picture is gonna be but still, it is a great 
experience to observe the planes with that kind of equipment.
It is important, if you buy an astronomical telescope to observe the planes visually, not to 
buy Newton telescope. You need a telescope with lenses.
The telescopes with lenses can be used nature observation with the help of Zenit glass or 
Amici prism.
You get a correct image with these, not upside down (or often called reflected) image.
Newton telescopes give you reflected images.

Photography:

The MAK180 is not so perfect for aviation photography as the Dobson 200/1200 or the 
250/1200 Newton telescope because of the long focus.
These have bigger objective, more light is coming in, the focus is shorter.
You can have a full image of the planes that fly close to you, no part of the plane is missing 
in the picture and the picture you take has more details.
A DSLR camera is needed to take photos, and a special attachment is also needed to put 
the them together.
If needed, Barlow lenses are good to make the magnification higher.
But the picture is going to be darker in this case.
Using a DSLR camera means that the picture you see is going to be correct, not reflected 
(upside down).

Taking video footage:

I have a set of:
Maksutov 180/2700 + 2” 42 GSO eyepiece + 2” 2X GSO barlow + Sony HDR CX 570 
handycam
There are not so many people taking video recordings of fly-over planes. It is practical to 
use a video cam that has optical zoom which is helpful during the hobby.
We can not make so high magnification with a DSLR camera. Optical zoom of a video 
camcorder is better.
The audio you can hear during some of my video recordings is the work of my friend, 
Night Gardener who has a hobby of making audio archives of high altitude (ACC) air traffic 
control over Hungary and Slovakia. Thanks for the great work, buddy!

If the planes fly right above our head, they fly in a distance of approximately 10 kms from 
us.
In this case, aerial conditions are optimal, the image will not wave.
You can take pictures of aircraft anytime if there are no clouds in the sky and it is impor-
tant that the hours during midday are not so perfect (even in the wintertime!).
Do not try this at the time when there are veil clouds in the sky.
You can make this hobby during the summer, but it is better to start after 5 PM or right 
after sunset.
We could write a lot more about this hobby, but maybe next time.
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new
gear

The new CULLMANN CAMERA CONTAINERS, LENS CONTAINERS
 and the XCU DryBags protect your photo and video equipment as well 
as additional equipment reliably against water, dust and damage.

CULLMANN CAMERA CONTAINERS are most suitable for photoand
videographers who would like to safely pack up their camera
equipment and then stow it away in a bag pack, in a leisure bag or
in a case. The containers provide perfect protection against shock
and external damage. In addition to this, the container can be
conveniently and quickly closed with a drawstring, which protects
the equipment against dirt. The three available sizes S, M and XL
cover the requirements of different size camera equipment – from
the small CSC-camera equipment, via compact DSLR cameras right
up to professional DSLR equipment.
If one wants to stow away various lenses for outdoor trips, he will find
a suitable companion among the CULLMANN LENS CONTAINERS.
Three variants – S, M and L – are available for different size lenses.
Due to the use of water repellent outside material and the generously
padded interior, the containers provide optimal protection against
shock and possible outside damage. With the drawstring the container
can be conveniently and quickly stowed away and thereby protects
the packed optics additionally against dirt. The LENS CONTAINER is
also characterized by its sturdy bag floor, the strong snap hook and
the well proven QUICK+SAFE SYSTEM for fastening it on the belt.
The new XCU CULLMANN DryBags can be used for water and
dust tight packing of photo- and video equipment as well as tablets,
smartphones, external hard disks and other accessories. The XCU
DryBags are adapted to the CULLMANN CAMERA CONTAINERS and
also available in the sizes S, M and XL. Whether on their own, or in
combination with the container: DryBags provide reliable protection
against wetness and dust.
The individual components can be easily combined to provide allround
protection for the complete equipment. The filled CULLMANN
CAMERA CONTAINER is packed in the CULLMANN XCU DryBag,
the XCU protection bag is then rolled up three times and safely closed
with the click lock. Well protected like this, the equipment is ready for
any outdoor adventure and any nature experience – no matter under
which prevailing conditions.

Advantages of the CULLMANN CAMERA CONTAINERS:
• Shockproof
• Flexibly dividable depending on camera equipment
• Interior padded with soft materials
• Drawstring closure to protect against dirt
• Convenient carrying handle for comfortable transportation
• Three different sizes – S, M and XL – for different size cameras

Advantages of the CULLMANN LENS CONTAINERS:
• Interior padded with soft materials
Convenient drawstring to protect against dirt
Robust bag floor for additional protection
Convenient, sturdy snap hook
Safe fastening on belt by means of QUICK+SAFE SYSTEM
Three different sizes – S, M and L – for different size lenses

Advantages of the CULLMANN XCU DryBags:
• Water and dust tight
• Reliable closure with robust clip lock
• Three different sizes: S, M and XL
• Perfect protection for any kind of product
• Ideal for outdoor photo- and videographers

Safely stored – with the new 
CULLMANN accessories
for cameras, lenses and more
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Out of darkness cometh light

Sony announced the latest addition to its award winning series of com-
pact, full-frame α7 cameras with the introduction of the α7S II. Offering 
ultra-high sensitivity and wide dynamic range across the entire ISO ran-
ge and 5-axis image stabilisation for greater shooting control, the α7S II 
delivers stunning image quality for photographers who shoot in the most 
challenging light conditions.
Be it the brightest of mornings or darkest of nights, the α7S II enables 
new levels of photographic expression at whatever shutter speed you 
wish to deploy. The α7S II also incorporates a host of prostyle movie 
functions including the ability to shoot 4K video with full pixel readout 
and no pixel binning in full-frame format, making it an extremely appea-
ling proposition for photographers and videographers alike.
The α7S II delivers an awe-inspiring sensitivity range of ISO 50-
409600[i], thanks to the combination of its 35mm full-frame 12.2 
megapixel[ii] image sensor and BIONZ X image processing engine. The 
sensor optimises the dynamic range across the entire ISO range and 
broadens the range of tonal
gradation in bright environments and minimises noise in dark scenes 
meaning that it delivers impressive results even in the most extreme 
conditions. The upgraded image processing algorithm of BIONZ X maxi-
mises the sensor’s capabilities and improves depiction throughout the 
full sensitivity range with particular emphasis on the mid-to-high range. 
This means that the resulting stills and movies demonstrate extra-fine 
detail with minimal noise.

Video Master
The α7S II can record 4K movies internally in the XAVC S format meaning 
that content is wonderfully detailed. Because information from all pixels is 
utilised without line skipping or pixel binning, the camera can maximise the 
expanded power of the full-frame image sensor and produce
4K movies with higher image clarity and negligible moiré. Full pixel readout 
without pixel binning is also employed when shooting Full HD movies which 
means that it collects information from approximately five times as many 
pixels that are required to generate Full HD and condenses the
information to produce extremely high quality movies.
In a first for the α7 series, the α7S II can record 120fps at 100Mbps with 
full pixel readout without
pixel binning in full frame format which can be edited into wonderful 4x/5x 
slow motion footage in Full HD. The α7S II also has the ability to shoot 
4x/5x slow motion footage internally which can be immediately reviewed 
on the camera screen.

Sony α7S II.
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Video functionality has been further enhanced with new profiles; S-Ga-
mut3.Cine/S-Log3 and SGamut3/ S-Log3. These new profiles deliver wide 
dynamic range and colour correction is easier to perform. The α7S ll 
even offers impressive 14-stop latitude in the S-Log3 gamma setting. The
camera also supports S-Gamut/S-Log2 which is very popular among cine-
matographers and videographers. Gamma Display Assist is a new function 
that allows users to monitor images or check focus when recording S-
Log movies and the Zebra function has been improved for even greater 
control.

5-Axis Image Stabilisation
The new α7S II is equipped with the innovative 5-axis image stabilisation 
system that is proving extremely popular in the α7 II and α7R II cameras. 
The system corrects camera shake along five axes during shooting, in-
cluding angular shake (pitch and yaw) which has the greatest impact on
image quality and tends to occur with a telephoto lens, shift shake (X and 
Y axes) which becomes noticeable as magnification increases, and rota-
tional shake (roll) that often affects night shooting or video recording.

Autofocus accuracy
The autofocus system on the α7S II has been upgraded and now offers 169 
AF points for fast, precise focusing with greater accuracy. The power of 

the image sensor means that the absence of noise in images generated, ena-
bles the Fast Intelligent AF to detect contrast more easily and react speedily 
even in low-light situations (as low as EV-4), when it’s even tough to check 
with the naked eye. When shooting video, the AF performance is twice as fast 
as the predecessor model.

User upgrades
A number of enhancements have been made to the look and feel of the α7S II 
to make it more user friendly, reliable and intuitive. Its magnesium-alloy body 
is both light and highly robust and the grip and shutter buttons have been 
re-designed so that the camera feels more natural in the hand. For situa-
tions when you just want to blend into the background, silent shooting mode 
can be activated for 5fps continuous shooting[xii] and reliability has been 
enhanced with reduced-vibration shutter movement.[xiii] The lens mount 
has been further reinforced to ensure greater resilience, particularly when 
attaching third party lenses and users can now charge the camera via a USB 
power supply whilst the camera is in operation, thus extending battery life. 
For greater comfort and safety, Sony is also launching the LCS-EBF; a new 
premium leather body case for the α7S II which is also compatible with the 
α7R II and α7 II.

sony.com
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duxford

by csaba czeilinger
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Duxford airshows
The Battle of Britain

Close you eyes before you start reading this article and imagine you live about 70 
years ago when the second World War still was on. Fighters and bombers flying 
trough the sky everyday. 

Would be a unique place for an aviation enthusiast?
Yes it will be and Duxford is all about this. Lot of old unique planes are based here 
-including the last airworthy B-17 the Sally B in Europe- and take the skies three times 
a year. Most of the airshow basicaly are same only a few piece and bits are different. 
But always bring a lot of people there to see the miracle how this old planes still can 
fly. 

The latest airshow was all about the Battle of Britain. Where the whole country pay 
their respect to all of those people who fought in the Battle of Britain and saved the 
UK from the German invasion. The show has started with a pair of Bf-109 and a Bf-108 
trainer aircraft went out for gaining altitude over the field. And now jump back to that 
moment what I pleased from you on the beginning. 

Imagine you are in 1940. You are on an active airfield and documenting how the pilots 
getting ready for the next flight and in a moment you can hear the air raid sirens 
are sounds up and the enemy fighters with full thortle coming towards you. You will 
be scared how just me and I see some people still scared from the air raids. Luckily 
those days are finished and we live in peace in Europe. But Duxford still let you to see 
what happened in those days and let you see those unique planes from that era just 
like Spitfires, Hurricans, Mustangs and a lot more. 

This airshow is not about how fast and how quickly you can turn with a jetfighter 
or how highly advanced the plane which you flying there. No this is all about the old 
prop powered planes what I think every aviation enthusiast have to see in their life. 
Sorry for the story jumping but I really love this place. It’s...it’s nearly impossible to 
describe how good feeling to see this aircrafts in the air. But I think the best if I let 
you see the pictures and then you will get a bit of this feeling. Enjoy it. 
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heavy metal 
from texas 
by 
Dave Chng 
Bill Havel

The Texas 2 Steps

Just like anything , everything comes in pairs and 
Texas offers great combat aircraft spotting. I would 
like to put on the 2 biggest metroplex in the great 
state of Texas, Dallas/Ft worth ( DFW) and Houston. 
Both cities spots very strong aviation heritage. 
In the north we have DFW  houses our greatest 
aircraft and helicopter manufacturer like Lockheed 
Martin, Northrop Grumman, Bell Helicopter while in 
the Houston area we got NASA and Ellington Field. 
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DALLAS FORTWORTH
There are 2 main bases in DFW area. NAS Dallas used to house active Navy squa-
drons flying F-4 Phantoms, A7 Corsair II and F-14 Tomcats until they were deacti-
vated in the 1990s. Careswell AFB just on the west side of Ft Worth supports the 
Strategic Air Command B-52, F-105 bomber units during the cold war era. Currently 
Careswell AFB has been converted to JRB (Joint Reserve Base) NAS Ft worth. JRB 
houses the following Units

USAF F-16C Blk 30, 301st FW 
callsign Spads or Mustang

USMC F-18A++, VMFA-112 
callsign Cowboys

USAF181st AS TX ANG C-130H 
callsign Roper

US Navy VF-59 C40

USMC VMGR-234 KC-130T 
Hercules callsign Ranger

US 339th MI Co RC-12 aircraft

Lockheed Martin sits on the west side of a shared runway (36-18) with the JRB ( 
Joint reserve Base) building. This plant has been building F-16 and F-35. This created 
unique opportunity for aviation photographer to shoot both operational and new 
production aircrafts. JRB have been quite spotter friendly ( as long as we obey the 
rules posted by the base PAO ) and this base offer very good spotting areas to catch 
our favorite aircrafts. On a good day, we can get multiple sorties of our local squa-
drons like Spads F-16 ,Cowboys F-18, Ranger and Roper C130 followed by several 
sorties of Lockheed Martin F-35 and F16. Sometimes if we are lucky, a few transient 
traffic in between. This is an overview of the type of aircrafts we can photograph in 
this great base. These are the type of aircrafts we catch in this area.

301st FW Spads 2-1 Afterburner take off Runway 36 Detachment 457 F-16C from 301st FW  
aircraft banking for runway 18
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VMFA-112 F-18A++ on display in NAS Ft worth by the control tower

301st FW F-16 forming up for Drill 
weekend with Hill AFB F-16

Detachment 457 F-16C from 301st FW  
aircraft banking for runway 18

Spotters Magazine    57



Roper 3-1 C-130 on final for Runway 18
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Camelot 1-1 VFA-14 Tophatters from NAS Leemore visiting JRB

E-6B from Tinker AFB doing option touch and go for runway 36 F-16D from Shaw AFB took off and did very aggressive maneuvers as 
shown. On takeoff he requested for unrestricted climb.
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Army Aviation 339 MI Co C12+ landing

F-16D from Shaw AFB took off and did very aggressive maneuvers as 
shown. On takeoff he requested for unrestricted climb.

VMFA-112 Cowboy 1-1 doing touch and go on Runway 36

Lockheed Martin CATB testbed 737 on final for 
runway 36, Spads F-16 on the foreground
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Lightning 1-1 F-35B VMFAT-501 Warlords 
doing Short Vertical Takeoff and Landing
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Roper 3-1 doing touch Lightning 1-1  F-35B VMFA-121 Green Knights and 
Lightning 1-2 F-16 Chaser approach for break 

64   Spotters Magazine

Rocket 1-1 Iraqi F-16IQ maiden flight testing on the drag chute



Primer painted F-35A USAF back taxi 
runway 36 on her maiden flight
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houston
Ellington JRB is located approximately 20 miles south-east of downtown Houston.  
It was established in 1917 as an airbase where Curtis JN4 Biplanes were flown.  
Throughout the years some of the more notable aircraft that operated out of Elling-
ton were the P-51D, T-33A, F-86D/L, F-102A / TF-102B, F-101B/F, F-4C, F-16A ADF and 
lastly, the F-16C (block 25).  Ellington was an active USAF air base until it was inacti-
vated in 1976.  In 1984 the city of Houston purchased it to use as a third civil airport 
which still stands today.  Although a civil owned/operated airport it still houses the 
following military units which also make it a JRB (Joint Reserve Base).

USAF 147RW, RQ-1B 
Predator Drones

1 Bat / 149ARB, AH-64D Apache

NASA

138FW Det1, F16CM block 42

USCG Houston, HH-65 Dolphin

Collings Foundation 

Besides the military units, NASA also operates here and has done so since the early 
1960s because of its close proximity to the Johnson Space Center.  Their aircraft 
housed here are the Super Guppy (heavy transport), Grumman Gulfstream II (shut-
tle training / personnel transport), WB-57 Canberra (airborne science / research 
platform) and T-38N (used for astronaut flight proficiency training).

1-149 ARB AH-64D departs the ramp for an af-
ternoon flight

Grumman Gulfstream II departing 17R for Florida
(NASA)
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The Collings Foundation has a satellite location here.  
Headquartered out of Stow, MA, they own and operate 
classic aircraft and periodically fly at selected air shows.  
The aircraft you’ll find at Ellington are a T-33A, Me-262, 
TP-51C, F-100F, TA-4J and F-4D.

TA-4J tucks up its gear as she begins 
to take part in the Viet Nam air power demo 
at the 2014 Wings Over Houston air show

138FW Det1 F-16CM departing RWY 17R for a morning sortie
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WB-57 Canberra on short finals to RWY 17R
(NASA)

Photographer and Authors
Dave Chng

I have been photographing military hardware particularly combat aircraft since 
the 35mm film days. 2 years ago I started www.airwingspotter.com focuses on 
military aircraft spotting, air shows, military museums, base visit and photo-
calls. My goal is to promote and help new enthusiast with the resources and 
guidance to further promote this interest.

Equipment Use: Canon 7D, 60D and 40D. Canon 100-400mmL, Sigma 120-400mm 
OS, Tamron 150-600mm, Sigma 18-250mm, Sigma 18-50mm, GoPro Hero2, 
Canon G20 HD Video

Bill Havel

I’ve enjoyed spotting military aircraft since the mid-1980s as well as attending 
airshows.  It wasn’t until 2005 that I began to take an interest in photographing 
them when I bought my first digital camera, a Canon Powershot. Today, my main 
interests are current military aircraft whether they have jet engines, props or 
rotors.  However, I still have a strong liking for classic jets like the F-86, F-4, 
etc.  I currently blog as an associate editor on www.airwingspotter.com about 
spotting, air shows, museum visits, etc. One of the things I enjoy most is meeting 
others who share this passion.  It’s a great way to pick up, or perhaps share 
information.  

Equipment:  Canon 7D and 50D.  Canon 100-400L IS and Canon 28-135 IS
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Super Guppy flying down RWY 35L with gear and flaps down
(NASA)

F-100F on short finals to RWY 35L after a check flight
Collings Foundation

Me-262 taxis out to RWY 35L for a demo flight for the 
2014 Wings Over Houston air show
Collings Foundation

Northrup T-35Ns lined up on the 
ramp on an early morning
(NASA)
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F-4D taxis back in after a flight
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Transient Aircraft:  These are any that stop by 
for a gas-n-go (get refueled) to those that stay 
overnight or up to a few days.  Occasionally, a 
unit will bring a few of their aircraft; stay a few 
days, and while here, fly one or more sorties 
per day.  Sometimes that means they will fly 
and “fight” against each other (or other units in 
the region) in mock dog fights over the Gulf of 
Mexico in the military restricted airspace. 

QF-4E, 82ATRS sitting on the ramp basking in the afternoon sun

F-5N, VFC-13 Saints making a turn after departing RWY 17R for 010 while climbing to 2000 F/A-18E, VX-9 Vampires CAG sits on the ramp as an im-
pending storm approaches

F-5F, VFC-111 Sundowners CAG bird, NAS Key West, waits for her pilot on the ramp F-15C (s/n 85-102), 159FW New Orleans JRB, on short 
finals to RWY 35L on a gloomy afternoon. This Eagle 
has three kill markings (green stars) from the 1991 
Gulf War (Desert Storm) while  assigned to the 58TFS 
/ 33TFW, Eglin AFB, FL

72   Spotters Magazine



UAE F-16 (Block 60) stopping by during a test flight from the Lockheed Martin plant

Pair of A-4Ks (ex - New Zealand) Skyhawks owned by 
Draken International, as they await the pilots before 
heading to Nellis AFB

F/A-18A++, VMFA-115 Silver Eagles with beautiful tail markings, 
on short finals to RWY 17R
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Leisure Time 
Aeronautica Militare 
men’s collection FW 2015-16
A collection with a unique style, and that tells the history of aeronautics and 
charm uniform, designed for fans of flight, for those who love this world, 
and for those seeking innovative sportswear and leisure by take advantage 
of the city.
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Stefano Frezzotti
Andrea Tabanelli
Lidie Berendsen
Mario Alberto Ravasio
Massimiliano Rossetti
Elisabetta Puggioni
Carlo Dedoni
Simone Gazzola
Giorgio Varisco 
Rocco Comandè
Roberto Resnigo
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In this article we didn’t want to talk about airplanes because 
we think that pictures are worth a thousand words. We just 
wanted to briefly share our emotions, which were probably 
similar to those of thousands of people, hundreds of thousan-
ds, who crowded the airport in those days. 
We asked some friends to tell us, with their photos, how they 
lived and saw those three wonderful days in Rivolto, and we 
believe that they did it perfectly!

The news that the Frecce Tricolori’s 55th anniversary would have been 
celebrated with a big airshow was in the air for some time since the begin 
of this year, but the official confirmation arrived during Spring. As for the 
50th anniversary of the Italian Air Force’s Aerobatic Team, we expected 
the air show to be held in September, and we were not wrong! As we 
were noticed about the official dates of the Airshow, September 5th and 
6th,  we immediately planned the trip to Friuli Venezia Giulia, that in our 
case meant also the need to book a flight to Venice, rent a car and find 
an accomodation near the base. A thing done from many other aviation 
spotters from all over Italy and Europe (and also from places further 
away like Japan) who didn’t want to miss the opportunity to be in Rivolto 
for this Airshow. 
After we had already got tickets, we learned also that, in addition to the 
classic two days of Airshow,  ItAF decided to organize also a Spotters Day 
to be held on September 4th, another great thing that we really apprecia-
ted. It was promising to be a great weekend in Friuli Venezia Giulia, and 
we couldn’t wait to be there!
We had to wait for the entire summer, curious about what we would wait 
and eager to return in action in a so emblematic place for the Italian 
enthusiasts. 
As we were approaching the departure date, the weather forecasts 
became more dire, announcing heavy rains in the days of the event, and 
when we arrived in Venice we found a light rain that seemed to confirm 
the adverse weather for those days! 
The first day in action, the Spotters Day,  was a slightly lucky day as the 
gray clouds alternated with sunshine giving us the opportunity to take 
decent shots. This day was also a good occasion to understand lighting 
conditions (good in the morning, less good in the afternoon, during which 
the sun in in face of the spotting points), but also distances, and other 
features linked to photography settings. It was also a great opportunity 
to take pictures without crowd and benefiting from greater freedom of 
action. 

Italian Air Force’s staff assisted with great courtesy and availability, 
giving us the opportunity to try all the available spotting points and to 
move safely in areas assigned to us. We have to thank them for their 
professionalism and kindness. 
The Spotters Day was definitely a fantastic experience also because gave 
us the opportunity to join many fellows, to meet personally friends known 
only on the web and, of course, to make, new friends. It was great to see 
many hundreds of people who share the same passion, it has opened our 
eyes to the true extent of this passion.
The second day in action was also the first day of the airshow. Unfortu-
naltey the bad weather ruined the morning, not allowing the flight opera-
tions and also disrupting the Saudi Hawks’display. A heavy downpour hit 
Rivolto making us think - with sadness - that the day would end without 
any show. Instead we were wrong: around midday the sun decided to 
peep, and the weather became fantastic with great light, warm sun and 
aircraft flying again! The only gripe was that we had lost the light of the 
morning, definitely better than in the afternoon, but we were really happy 
to restart with photos. Even the excellent weather forecasts for the next 
day helped us to continue the day with a more positive mood.
The third day in action was fantastic as predicted. Since early morning, 
bright sunshine and clean air let us take photos with near to perfect 
conditions, also enjoying the exceptional background of the Alps. The 
flight program was intense and spectacular, with a series of exciting and 
stunning displays that that kept us busy seamless. This last day in action, 
unexpectedly warm and sunny, flew away leaving us the thrill of taking 
part in an extraordinary event. The beauty of this event was enriched by 
the huge crowd which filled the air base of Rivolto, making this days a 
feast of passion and enthusiasm. A really great birthday for the Frecce 
Tricolori and a huge success for the Italian Air Force. 

Special thanks to
Italian Air Force’s Communications Office for all the assistance and help 
assured, the 313° Gruppo Addestramento Acrobatico (Frecce Tricolori) 
for the warm welcome in Rivolto, all the Italian Air Force’s people for 
their silent and valuable work for our country’s security and the defense 
of peace wherever they are called to do.

(by Carlo Dedoni & Elisabetta Puggioni)
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#ilmio55pan
by Carlo Dedoni
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#ilmio55pan
by Giorgio Varisco
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#ilmio55pan
by Lidie Berendsen
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#ilmio55pan
by Mario Alberto Ravasio
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#ilmio55pan
by Massimiliano Rossetti
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AEROSPACE EVO NIGHT MISSION
Night flight
The Aerospace multifunction electronic chronograph adopts a 
nonglare stealth look in a new black satin-brushed titanium version. 
To mark the 30th anniversary of this grand classic among pilot’s 
instruments, Breitling is also offering a 300-piece limited edi-
tion with an exclusive yellow dial.

With its SuperQuartzTM movement, its analog and digital display 
as well as its simple and logical crown-operated control system, 
the Aerospace Evo has established itself as a paragon of 
functionality, performance and efficiency, dedicated to serving
professionals. 

The sturdiness and lightness of the titanium case are now combined 
with the power and originality of a black carbon-based coating, 
lending a forceful, technical touch to this exceptional instru-
ment. The engraved rotating bezel is distinguished by its four 
integrated rider tabs facilitating handling, while protecting the 
sapphire crystal glareproofed on both sides. 

Dial readability is enhanced by luminescent hands and numerals 
standing out against a dark background, while a comfortable fit 
on the wrist is ensured by an ultra-sturdy high-tech Military fabric 
strap in a new shade of brown, complete with folding clasp.

Aerospace Evo Night Mission 
“30e anniversaire” limited edition
To celebrate the 30th anniversary of the launch of the 
Aerospace (in 1985), Breitling is also introducing this black 
satin-brushed titanium version in a 300-piece limited edition.
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#ilmio55pan
by Roberto Resnigo
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#ilmio55pan
by Rocco Comandé
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#ilmio55pan
by Simone Gazzola
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#ilmio55pan
by Stefano Frezzotti
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#ilmio55pan
by Elisabetta Puggioni

138   Spotters Magazine



Spotters Magazine    139



140   Spotters Magazine



Spotters Magazine    141



142   Spotters Magazine



Spotters Magazine    143



144   Spotters Magazine



Spotters Magazine    145



146   Spotters Magazine



Spotters Magazine    147



#ilmio55pan
by Andrea Tabanelli

148   Spotters Magazine



Spotters Magazine    149



150   Spotters Magazine



Spotters Magazine    151



152   Spotters Magazine



Spotters Magazine    153



Al Casale... 
The right accomodation 
for aviation enthusiasts!

If you are searching for an accomodation in one of the most in 
one of the Italian regions with the highest aeronautical vocation 
- Friuli Venezia Giulia - and a place full of history and passion, 
but don’t want to give up the nature, the pleasure of good 
food and tranquility, maybe Al Casale is the solution you were 
seraching for!

Located in Codroipo, a few kilometers from the Frecce Tricolori’s 
base, Rivolto (LIPI), and Aviano Air Base (LIPA), Al Casale is an 
“Avioresort” which offers very comfortable accomodations and 
the opportunity to reach it with you own aircraft! 
Featuring wide rooms with private bathroom, flat-screen D-TV, 
Free Wi-Fi access and air conditioning, this farmhouse offers 
also an outdoor swimming pool, a fine restaurant and, as 
mentioned above, a grass runway for ultra-light aircraft. You 
may even fly over there with you own aircraft or, if you don’t 
own your one, you can feel the thrill of flying by booking a flight 
with the aircraft based there.

The warm atmosphere of the rooms, which remind us of the long 
history of this house, and and the friendly approach of the staff 
make this property the perfect place to spend a days of relaxa-
tion, immersed in the beautiful countryside of Friuli and enjoying 
the authentic hospitality of this side of Italy. The restaurant 
offers the opportunity to sample traditional (and really tasty) 
dishes, expertly prepared by the chef, and to have a good time 
talking with diners and the same owners of the farmhouse. And 
very often you can talk about flight, something that enthusiasts 
like us never disdain!

Walking through the property you can feel the silence of nature, 
hear the voices of farm animals and see them roam in their 
stalls and, of course, you can take a walk on the airfield, and see 
up close some of the flying jewels parked in the grass and their 
operations in the runway.
In short... Al Casale is certainly the ideal accomodation for 
people who love the pleasures of live and the timeless charm of 
aviation and flying!

Flight field Informations
Coordinates:
45° 59′ 58″ North – 12° 55′ 50″ East
Lenght mt:500
Width mt: 25
Runway orientment 09/27
Radio frequency 130.00

WebSite: http://www.alcasale.eu/agritourism/
Map: http://www.alcasale.eu/how-to-reach/

by Carlo Dedoni
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Two years ago FUJIFILM Corporation announced the launch of the stylish FUJIFILM X-E2, a premium 
interchangeable lens camera with the latest APS-C X-Trans™*CMOS II sensor. Built on the global success 
of the highly acclaimed FUJIFILM X-E1 — awarded 2013’s Best Expert CSC by the Technical Image Press 
Association — the X-E2 takes image quality to a dynamic new level that is comparable with full-frame 
cameras, and delivers even more beautiful color reproduction, higher definition image capture. This is 
achieved by more than doubling the processing speed of the EXR Processor II. It is able to harness the 
information taken from over 100,000 phase detection pixels incorporated in the X-Trans CMOS II. 
The hybrid AF also combines phase detection AF and contrast AF to ensure accuracy when shooting 
low-contrast subjects and dark scenes.
The 16.3 million pixels APS-C sized X-Trans CMOS II Sensor incorporates an original color filter array. 
This eliminates the need for an optical low pass filter that typically minimizes moiré but does so at the 
expense of resolution. Instead, the X-Trans CMOS II sensor can capture unfiltered light from the lens for 
an unprecedented level of image clarity.
Quality is further improved by the Lens Modulation Optimizer (LMO). Its high-precision processing of 
the various lens parameters, as well as data from the screen centre to the edges, corrects diffraction 
blur when shooting with a stopped down aperture and compensates for the slight blurring in the lens 
periphery. The result is edge-to-edge image quality with incredible sharpness. LMO is compatible with 
every XF lens.

Lenses 

The compact FUJINON “XF18-55mmF2.8-4 R LM OIS” lens is the first short zoom lens in the FUJINON XF 
lens range This short zoom lens covers a range of frequently-used focal lengths from 18mm in wide angle 
to 55mm telephoto (Equivalent to 35mm format : 27-84mm). The lens structure consists of 14 elements 
in 10 groups, including 3 aspheric and 1 extra low dispersion elements, and a seven-blade rounded 
diaphragm.
The linear motor-driven system delivers high-speed autofocus performance of 0.1 seconds to capture 
those perfect photo opportunities. Silent operation also makes the lens suitable for video recording.

Advanced optical and mechanical designs have been used to keep the lens compact, despite offering fast 
aperture of F2.8 - 4.0 wide open. It is a fast and highly mobile lens that delivers premium picture quality 
in a variety of scenes, being suitable for low-light photography or scenes with beautiful bokeh in the 
background.
It features OIS (Optical Image Stabilizer) equivalent to 4 stops, controlling the effect of camera shake and 
preventing blurry shots. The lens is equipped with an aperture ring so that users can easily adjust the 
aperture while holding the camera up to their eye.

The FUJINON XF50-140mm F2.8 R LM OIS WR has a focal length equivalent to 76-213mm (35mm format 
equivalent), and a constant F2.8 aperture throughout the range. With a lens construction of 23 glass 
elements in 16 groups, which features five ED lens elements, and one Super ED lens element with low 
dispersion characteristics comparable to a fluorite lens, chromatic aberrations have been substantially 
reduced. Furthermore, the use of a new Nano-GI(Gradient Index) coating technology ensures this high-
performance optic delivers results befitting its flagship XF telephoto zoom lens status.
The length of the lens barrel remains constant throughout the entire zoom range, and features a weather 
resistant and dust-resistant finish that can also work in temperatures as low as -10°C. Thanks to a 
high-performance gyro sensor, a unique image stabilization algorithm and the bright F2.8 aperture 
hand-holding is possible in a wider range of conditions, while the world’s first Triple Linear Motor allows 
comfortable shooting with fast, quiet autofocusing.

(Stefano Sitzia)

Mirrorless Spotting!
by Stefano Sitzia
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F-35  AM

by Roberto Resnigo

This aircraft, an An-74-200 is a Military Transport version, 
it’s purpose is to deliver equipment and personnel over short 
and medium ranges in any conditions ranging from -60 °C to +45 °C.

The first F-35A built in Italy for the Italian Air Force took 
off for what the Lockheed Martin test pilot said was 
highly successful first flight. “It was identical to every 
other airplane we produce at Fort Worth,” pilot Bill 
Gigliotti told reporters in what he clearly intended 
as a compliment to the Italians, whose 
facility at Cameri Air Base built and tested the plane.
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The Antonov An-74, is one of the many types of aircraft 
we see visiting Canberra. This visit was the first An-74 
for Canberra and possibly for Australia.
(Darren Crick)

This aircraft, an An-74-200 is a Military Transport version, 
it’s purpose is to deliver equipment and personnel over short 
and medium ranges in any conditions ranging from -60 °C to +45 °C.

RA-74013 came into Australia via 
Broome and exited Australia via Alice 
Springs a few days later.
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The forgotten treasures 
from North

by Csaba Czeilinger
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What come to your mind if I say you Iceland? Probably  this is the main words: cold, windy, snow, 
Vikings. But what come to an aviation photographer’s mind? Unexplored  areas where you can find a 
lot of airlines and planes  what you didn’t see every where on the world.

Earlier this year I decided I do an exploring tour on  the end of May to this unique and mystic place. 
On my trip I have visited the Keflavík International Airport  (KEF/BIKF) and also the Reykjavík Airport 
(RKV/BIRK)  which is located near the city center of Reykjavík.
During my trip I spend 2 days on the Kelfavík Airport on  the first day the Runway 02 been used and 
on the second  day the RWY 29 was active. 

Short history of the Keflavík International airport:
In 1942 the US Army Air Forces start build an airstrip  here to provide a fuel stop point to their for-
ces on the  long Transatlantic flights. After the war the civilian passenger numbers are start growing 
but the airport was operated by US armed forces. Because of the good location of the airport, they 
dedicated as an emergency landing site for the US Space Shuttle. 
In 1987 the civil terminal been relocated and seperated from the military check. But because Iceland 
have no air force the airport still a military base too and always one of the NATO members provide 
the air defence over the island and the surrounding airspace. In 2010 a massive vulcanic eruption 
forced the airport and most of Europe to suspend their flight operations.
The unique location of Iceland they still using the airport as a transatlantic fuel pont and  base for 
some artic research missions. 

Spotting in KEF
On my first day when the RWY 02 been in use I find the easiest way to reach the good photoposition 
is driving to south onto the “44” road and just a bit east from the runway axis have a nameless road 
to the airport’s fence (the joint is approx 1km away from the fence). You can park on the side of the 
road. The place is in good lights from spring to autum when the sun traveling over the horison for 
long long hours. The area it’s a bit strange for the European feets rocks are everywhere. Care about 
every single step when you moving if you don’t want to hurt your ankle. 
When the RWY 29 in use the easiest way to reach the best position is driving along the road number 
“41”. On the 63.992857, -22.582781 location you can find a car park where you can leave your car 
and easily you can reach the good photo position on foot. But if you like to keep you car close to you 
in this case I think you can park on the side of the road but beaware with the traffic which is coming 
from the airport’s terminal (I have seen a few cars ara waiting on the side of the road for 20-40 
mins without any problem). The area is similar to the RWY 02 site but here you can find some big 
rocks to sit down and rest between the arrivals. 
The most of the airport’s traffic is coming from the Icelandair and the WOW Air. Also you can find 
many more airlines to fling to here but most of them are seasonal flights only. 

Short history of the Reykjavik Airport:
This airport is the main HUB for the regional flights. This airport is the base for the Airiceland 
(Flugfélag Ísland) and the Eagle Air. The story of the airport is begun in 1940 when the British Army 
start build an airstrip here. They controlled the area until 1946 when they handled into the local civil 
aviation authorities hand. The airport been renovated in the early 2000s but sadly the future of the 
airport still a big question. 

Spotting in RKV
I managed to walk around the airport. It’s a nice comfortable 2 hours walk to get around. All around 
the place you can find an about 2-2,5 meters high fence which one I think you can solved out with a 
small stepladder. 
During my visit, the RWY 19 had been in used. For this place I think the best spot is the overpass over 
the road junction just next to the airport close to the BSÍ bus station. During my walk I find if the RWY 
13 in use it would be a great place because there is a small hill - really small- which can help  you 
to get over the fence line so you can take some nice in axis photos about the landing or taking off 
planes. And one more probably good place is a hill on the east side of the RWY 01 which whan can be 
a brilliant place for final approach or line up on RWY 01. 
On this airport you can find some rare private planes which one don’t want to pay extra money to 
land on KEF but want a fuel stop. And also you can see some Icelandic Coast Guard helicopers or 
planes when they flying out for their mission or when they come back. 

(Csaba Czeilinger)
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The Airbus has delivered the first A350 to the Finnair on 7th Oc-
tober. Which means the finnair got another “I’m the first” title. 
In the first few weeks they flying with the plane across Europe 
to train the crew and get enough practice to the first long haul 
flights which sould take place 21st November on route to Shanghai 
on the AY057 flight. When they announced the “test” flight dates 
and destinations I decided I have to be there! I’m close to the 
Heathrow airport so first I looking for a return trip to Helsinki 
but I realised the price for a round trip it’s to expensive so I try 
find another way and a bit more flights. Finally I made a weekend 
roundtrip with touching every Scandinavian country and my flight 
be selected as AY666 from Copenhagen to Helsinki. I have con-
tacted with the airline a few times before the flight asking about 
some media event where I can do some exclusive images. Sadly 
always get a negative answer.

The day has come. On 18th October on a chilling morning I has 
landed in Copenhagen about 1,5 hours before the A350s official 
landing time. I went to the information where should the plane 
stopping and the aldie there told me the Finnair flight normally 

operate from the “A” gates. I went up to the A gates and sat down 
and wait for the plane. After one hour the plane is turn onto the 
final approach and I had a really good feeling. Why? Because I felt 
this day gonna be a lucky day for me.

The fire department is appeared with three follow me vans and 
getting ready for the welcome of the plane. And here she is! The 
plane just turn off from the runway and heading to the gate. Be-
fore entering to the apron area the water canons been fired and 
made the salute for this beauty.

Finally the plane is parked at the B gates so I got my running shoes 
and get there quickly let’s see what can I photograph from there?! 
Sadly the B15 gate was one of the mostly crowed with gates, poles 
etc so only the left wing was clear to shot. And how I mentioned 
earlier the airline rejected many times my photoshott request so 
I was a bit disappointed but in a few second time I just realised my 
lucky number is the 6 so three times 6 must be a really lucky day 
for me. So when I saw some part of the crew coming off from the 
plane I went to them to ask maybe they let me to do some photos 

about the plane without passnegers? And YES! The lucky number 
bring my luck. I met with one of the most spotter friendly - if not 
the most spotter freindly- crew.

They went away for a bit and when they come back they invited me 
onboard of this beauty. I got and exclusive tour onboard from the 
cockpit to the end of the plane.

The cockpit of the plane is very spacious. 5 large digital display 
showing the important details to the pilots and two smaller one 
on the center console. The desing is the curently in style modern 
lines and soft looking desing. Personally I like it.

Next stop was a quite not public place, the crew rest area where 
the crew can take a short sleep on long haul flights.
And straight after this one the business class comes where 46 
seats been placed what the passengers can convert into a flat bed 
during the long flights. Every seat are equiped with a big screen 
and give acces to the really great IFE system.

Ride on the first 
A350 in Europe
by Csaba Czeilinger

Flying Regards Csaba Czeilinger
Special Thanks to Minna Saarniaho who 
made possible this photo shoot!
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The economy class is separated for two parts. Economy 
Comfort and Economy. On the Comfort section you can find 43 
seats with 35 inch pitch and 18 inch which means 4 inch bigger 
legroom than on the Economy section.

My seat was the 46A which one give me a pretty good view and 
an overlook on the nicely shaped wing. The flight was really 
smooth and comfortable. The plane and the 15 crew member 
is passed the test. The seats are very comfortable even for 
long haul flights. The crew is one of the most friendliest I ever 
seen.

The IFE is great. I looked trough and I find a very wide selec-
tion of movies and series so you never can be bored on this 
flights. And for me a great thing was the two camera which 
is fitted on the outside of the plane. One on the top of the tail 
and one on the belly just behind the nose gear. But I believe 
one picture can say more then 100 words so let’s enjoy the 
pictures
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2015 Valletta 
summit on migration

#spotting-report

by Brendon Attard
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2015 Valletta 
summit on migration

Burkina Faso - Government
Boeing 727-282/Adv(RE) Super 27
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Algeria - Government
Gulfstream Aerospace G-IV

Chad - Government
Boeing 737-74Q BBJ

Republic of Ghana
Dassault Falcon 900EX
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Republic of Tunisia Boeing 737

Republique Gabonnaise
Gulfstream G650

Mali - Government
Boeing 737-7BC BBJ
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Niger - Government
Boeing 737-75U BBJ
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Republique du Senegal
Airbus ACJ319
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Canon announces the addition of two new handheld video cameras to its X-series, 
the XA35 and XA30. Designed for professionals and enthusiasts alike, the highly 
compact and lightweight models feature a newly developed HD CMOS Pro sensor 
which provides higher sensitivity and improved low-light performance. Both cameras 
also include new Wide Dynamic Range (DR) and Highlight Priority settings, making 
them suitable for shooting everything from news and documentaries to weddings 
and corporate films. XA35.jpgXA35 XA30.jpgXA30 First-class image quality and video 
processing performance Utilising Canon’s heritage in optical expertise and advanced 
technologies, the newly designed 1/2.84-type 2.91 Megapixel HD CMOS Pro sensor has 
enhanced sensitivity with improved signal-to-noise ratio. 

As a result, images are crisp and clear, even in low-light environments. Low-light 
shooting opportunities are further boosted by improved infrared performance, ideal 
for users capturing nocturnal wildlife or night-time documentaries. The 20x zoom 
wide-angle lens offers a 26.8–576mm (35mm equivalent) focal range and employs 
Canon’s intelligent 5-axis Optical Image Stabilization System with Dynamic IS. The lens 
also features an 8 blade circular aperture to give enhanced ‘bokeh’. The XA35 and 
XA30 feature two new settings - Wide DR and Highlight Priority. In Wide DR mode, the 
cameras are able to achieve 600% dynamic range, resulting in bright images with 
high contrast that retain detail in both highlight and shadow areas, without the need 
for post-production. 

When using the Highlight Priority setting, users are able to produce footage with 
more natural tones and richer colours, particularly in areas of high brightness¹, 
perfect for scenes with bright skies and reflective surfaces. Both models also 
feature slow and fast recording modes, supporting a range of shooting scenarios 
with interval recording options up to a maximum of 1200x normal speed. Discreet 
and portable, ideal for on the move Compact and lightweight, the XA35 and XA30 
are perfect for news gatherers and journalists who often need to record discreetly 
whilst on the move but don’t want to compromise on quality. The cameras are also 
exceptionally easy to use, featuring extensive automatic functions, ideal for corporate 
and education environments. 

The XA35 and XA30 have the same popular ergonomic design as seen in their prede-
cessors, the XA25 and XA20. Easily attached or removed to suit the shooting situa-
tion, the removable handle with professional audio XLR terminals provides maximum 
flexibility for users. Integration and connectivity Featuring a HD/SD-SDI terminal, 
the XA35 will integrate with existing equipment for onward transfer or transmission 
and includes embedded audio and timecode signals. Providing users with the ability 
to export uncompressed high resolution digital video in real time, it’s the perfect 
compact video camera for live TV and news gathering environments, allowing users 
to complement footage from other broadcast cameras on-set. 

The cameras also support high quality AVCHD (up to 28Mbps) and MP4 (up to 35Mbps) 
file formats and include dual SD card slots, providing instant back-up through 
simultaneous recording or the option for relay recording at longer events, ideal for 
wedding videographers. Both the XA35 and XA30 are dual-band Wi-Fi enabled which 
allow remote control of the camera, wireless file transfer/upload and browser 
preview, all with the use of a smartphone, tablet or computer. The cameras are also 
compatible with Canon’s GP-E2 GPS receiver, meaning GPS data can be embedded in 
the metadata of video footage. This feature allows accurate recording of the location 
where footage was captured, ideal for both journalists and legal purposes. ¹ Monitor 
brightness settings may need to be increate.

Canon introduces the XA35 and XA30 
exceptional imaging performance for 
handheld video camera users new

gearnew
gear
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Fujifilm launches the 
FUJINON TELECONVERTER XF1.4X TC WR
Teleconverter for X Mount lenses

FUJIFILM Corporation has announced that the new “FUJINON TELECONVERTER XF1.4X TC WR”, 
a teleconverter extending the telephoto area of X Mount lenses, will be added to the premium 
mirrorless camera “X-Series” interchangeable lens line-up in November 2015.

The “FUJINON TELECONVERTER XF1.4X TC WR” is a high-performance teleconverter capable 
of multiplying the focal length of mounted lenses by 1.4x. Although the aperture becomes one 
f-stop higher when mounted, the teleconverter features an excellent optical design with a 
construction of 7 elements in 3 groups to maintain the optical performance of the original 
lens. Also, thanks to the unified design when mounted to a compatible lens*, the teleconverter 
is weather and dust-resistant and operates at temperatures as low as -10°C. This makes it 
possible to be used with confidence outdoors when used with the weather and dust-resistant 
X-T1 camera body and XF50-140mmF2.8 R LM OIS WR lens.

1. Main Features

(1) High image quality design which maintains the optical performance of the original lens
Construction of 7 elements in 3 groups maintains the optical performance of the original 
lens.
By using the optimal image quality parameters for the overall characteristics of the original 
lens and 1.4x teleconverter, an excellent imaging performance with great aberration sup-
pression can be achieved even when the focal length is multiplied by 1.4x.

(2) The camera’s autofocus performance is unaffected by the addition of the teleconverter
AF speed remains the same as the lens by itself when the teleconverter is mounted.
Also, accurate focusing at super-telephoto focal lengths with shallow depth of field is possible 
thanks to the AF performed by the image sensor.

(3) Weather and dust-resistant and -10°C low-temperature operation
Using the teleconverter with a weather-resistant camera and lens, such as the “FUJIFILM X-T1” 
premium mirrorless camera and the “FUJINON Lens XF50-140mmF2.8 R LM OIS WR”, does not 
affect the weather resistance of the system.

(4) High-grade subtle appearance
The teleconverter’s high grade metal exterior has been designed in unity the X system. When it 
is attached to a compatible FUJINON lens, the two products appear as one single lens.

High performance, standard focal length prime lens delivers sharp 
images with fast autofocus
Fujifilm launches the FUJINON XF35mmF2 R WR
Weather-resistant structure in a compact lightweight design for ease of use

The new “FUJINON XF35mmF2 R WR” will be added to the premium 
mirrorless camera “X-Series” interchangeable lens line-up in November 2015. 
It offers a focal length equivalent to 53mm* with the angle of view similar to that of the 
human eye, and a maximum aperture of F2.0.

The “FUJINON XF35mmF2 R WR” is a standard focal length prime lens which delivers 
sharp images with rich bokeh. The optical construction of 9 elements in 6 groups 
(including two aspherical elements) achieves the perfect balance of high image quality 
and compact size. The lens features the smallest diameter of the line-up and thanks to the 
inner focus system and stepping motor, it achieves an autofocus time of just 0.08 sec. 
The exterior of the lens is weather and dust-resistant and can work in temperatures as 
low as -10°C. 
The lens is ideal for any scene and application. This is the new standard for all photo-
graphy fans.

new
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LOWEPRO ProTactic SH 200
Professional grade full-sized shoulder bag 
designed to fit a Pro DSLR, 2-3 extra lenses/
speedlights, up to a 13” laptop, tablet and 
smartphone plus small accessories and perso-
nal items.

LOWEPRO.com

new
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