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KODAK EKTRA Smartphone is Designed for Photographers 
– from Enthusiasts to Experts

Eastman Kodak Company and Bullitt Group unveiled the KODAK EKTRA Smart-
phone, a photography-led smartphone designed for those with a passion for pho-
tography, from enthusiasts to experts. The KODAK EKTRA Smartphone fuses the 
best of Kodak’s rich history in imaging with the latest innovations in smartphone 
photography. Launching soon across Europe, the KODAK EKTRA Smartphone lets 
keen photographers capture exceptional images, whatever the environment, with 
an incredibly fast smartphone, tuned for the best in image quality and media 
management.

Jeff Clarke, Kodak Chief Executive, said: “Kodak has a rich history in imaging 
technology and the launch of the KODAK Smartphone today demonstrates our 
ongoing commitment to bringing the latest advances in photography to consum-
ers. The original KODAK EKTRA Camera was launched in 1941 and in its latest 
reincarnation, opens up a world of creative opportunities to all who care about 
photography.”

At the heart of the KODAK EKTRA Smartphone is a 21-megapixel fast focus camera 
sensor with f2.0 aperture, and an industry leading 13-megapixel front-facing 
camera with Phase Detection Auto Focus PDAF and f2.2 aperture. The custom 
built camera app is controlled by an intuitive haptic touch, SLR-style Scene 
Selection Dial, where adjustments are made in real time via a range of settings 
including HDR, Landscape, Portrait, Macro, Sport, Night-time, Panorama and 
Bokeh, alongside a Smart Auto mode which auto-selects the best conditions for 
your photographs. In Manual mode, more advanced users can adjust exposure, 
ISO, focus, white balance and shutter speed, with the results being visible on the 
screen as changes are made.

The KODAK EKTRA Smartphone has an ergonomically weighted and high quality 
industrial design, underlining its camera styling and featuring a dedicated dual 
press shutter button in the horizontal style of traditional cameras. The device 
also features a Super 8 app, providing professional effects reminiscent of 
Kodak’s iconic Super 8 film stocks.A lightning-fast HELIO X20 Decacore proces-
sor powers the ANDROID Marshmallow smartphone.

The KODAK EKTRA Smartphone includes editing software from SNAPSEED, 
providing exceptional tools to edit images on-the-go, without having to download 
any additional apps. This enables users to transform images with professional 
results similar to many popular desktop image editors. Sharing the results in 
real time is also easy with integrated social media apps and the Prints app is a 
simple way to select your best shots to be professionally printed.
“It has been a joy to work with Kodak, their clear brand direction and pho-
tography knowledge, combined with our customer and technology insight has 
culminated in the beautiful and powerful KODAK EKTRA Smartphone,” said Peter 
Stephens, CEO Bullitt Group, mobile device licensee for Kodak. “We are excited to 
reach out to this dynamic and engaged photography category and look forward 
to getting this camera phone into people’s hands.”

KODAK EKTRA Smartphone key features:

•ANDROID 6.0 (Marshmallow)
•Professional results from a 21MP fast focus camera sensor with F2.0, PDAF, 
OIS, Dual LED Flash
•13MP phase detection auto focus front-facing camera with F2.2 PDAF
•Helio X20 2.3GHz Decacore processor with 3GB RAM
•32GB memory, expandable with MicroSD cards
•Advanced Manual Mode – adjustable on Exposure, ISO, Focal Length (Manual/
Auto), White Balance, Shutter Speed, Aperture (fixed f2.0 main camera)
•Familiar scene selection dial experience – includes scene modes Smart Auto, 
Portrait, Manual, Sports, Bokeh, Night-time, HDR, Panorama, Macro, Landscape, 
Film / Video
•Integrated high quality printing app
•Super 8 Video Recorder
•Integrated social media sharing
•3000mAh, with USB 3.0 Type C fast charger

#news
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#news

Small body, big power – the EOS M5, a new flagship mirrorless camera from Canon

Fusing powerful DSLR performance with the portable convenience of a compact, 
Canon unveils a brand new EOS M mirrorless camera – the EOS M5. The first 
EOS to include Canon’s DIGIC 7 processor, it’s packed with the very best imaging 
technology, including a 24.2 Megapixel APS-C CMOS sensor and Dual Pixel CMOS 
AF for sharp, precise photos and dynamic, cinematic movies. The perfect com-
pact companion for high-end photographers, or an alternative to mid-level DSLR 
cameras, the EOS M5 is a landmark in Canon’s mirrorless range. 

Also introduced, the EF-M 18-150mm f/3.5-6.3 IS STM is the ideal all-occasion lens 
for EOS M cameras, with a versatile 8.3x optical zoom and 4-stop Image Stabilizer 
for sharp, handheld shots. At just 300g, the lens offers high-end performance in a 
small body, perfect for carrying with you as you capture everything in sight.
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#gear

Master Your Perspective with Optical Excellence: 
Nikon Adds Two Pro-Grade FX-Format Lenses to 
Celebrated NIKKOR Lens Lineup

Extraordinary Next-Generation AF-S NIKKOR 
70-200mm f/2.8E FL ED VR Sets a New 
Standard for Pro Telephoto Workhorse 
Lenses, While New PC NIKKOR 19mm f/4E 
ED is Nikon’s Widest Ever Tilt-Shift NIKKOR 
Offering
Nikon Inc. has announced two exciting FX-
format additions to the storied NIKKOR lens 
lineup, designed to achieve amazing optical 
performance for the most demanding pro-
fessional and enthusiast photographers. An 
evolution of one of Nikon’s most versatile and 
popular pro-zoom lenses, the newly redesigned 
AF-S NIKKOR 70-200mm f/2.8E FL ED VR sports 
an updated optical formula capable of amazing 
image quality, while optimized for high-speed 
shooting. Also introduced today is Nikon’s 
widest perspective control lens to date, the PC 
NIKKOR 19mm f/4E ED tilt-shift lens, which helps 
photographers effortlessly control perspective 
when capturing architecture, interiors, fine art, 
product photography and landscapes. 
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#gear

Capture action in stills and movies: Canon launches 
the EF 70-300mm F/4-5.6 IS II USM with fast, 
whisper quiet Nano USM for wildlife and sports

Canon has introduced the EF 70-300mm F/4-
5.6 IS II USM – a truly versatile telephoto lens, 
replacing the EF 70-300mm f/4-5.6 IS USM, 
for hobbyists and advanced photographers and 
videographers alike. The sleek and compact EF 
70-300mm F/4-5.6 IS II USM has an impressive 
70-300mm focal range, helping you capture a 
variety of subjects from a distance, and whilst on-
the-move, whether you’re looking to shoot sports, 
wildlife, action or movies. Offering cutting edge 
AF and optical technology suited for photography 
and movies this lens is a welcome addition to any 
kit bag for advanced users of the EOS System. 
Designed for use with either APS-C or Full Frame 
cameras, from the EOS 80D to EOS 6D – it’s a high 
performance lens to get closer to the action and 
create impactful results to capture the moment.
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Brevitē Follows Up Kickstarter Success with Two 
New Camera-Ready Backpacks 

#gear

Brevitē, developer of versatile and multifunc-
tional camera backpacks for photographers, 
announced the launch of its latest products, the 
Rolltop and the Rucksack. Each camera back-
pack’s classically-elegant look masks a feature 
studded interior earmarked by Brevitē’s signature 
removable camera-carrying system which allows 
each backpack to easily transition from a camera 
backpack to an everyday travel bag. The two 
new designs share similar feature sets with the 
company’s original backpack, born of Kickstarter 
in 2015, to provide photographers with a universal 
carrying solution that can take them anywhere. 
While photographers can currently pre-order the 
new Brevitē Rolltop and Rucksack at a pre-launch 
discount, the new packs will be available for direct 
purchase in mid-September. For more informa-
tion, or to purchase, please visit: http://www.
brevite.co/

Founded by three brothers from Boston, M.A., 
Brevitē backpacks are designed to be as low pro-
file as possible while packing the most-impactful 
features into this under-the-radar shell. All three 
of the Brevitē backpacks rely on the company’s 
unique ecosystem that includes a removable pad-
ded camera compartment to protect the valuable 
gear. Dubbed “The System” this removable insert 
can be swapped between all three Brevitē bags 
allowing customers to purchase just the backpack 
shell, if they have already previously own the 
protective insert. Despite their incognito look, the 
Brevitē backpacks were purposefully-designed 
to carry up to a full-frame DSLR with attached 
lens, and extra 70-200mm zoom lens with room 
to spare for an additional lens and other small 
accessories.

“Each of our Brevitē backpacks was designed to balance 
our desire to explore and photograph what awaits us in life, 
and this core expectation demanded a backpack that could 
provide comfort, beauty and functionality all in one package,” 
said Brevitē co-founder Brandon Kim. “With our new 
Rolltop and Rucksack, we wanted to maintain the purposeful 
features that were so well received by our original Kickstarter 
backers while bringing multiple new looks to our growing 
product lineup.”

http://www.brevite.co/

Rolltop

Rucksack
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#gear

While the new Rucksack and Rolltop backpacks differ slightly in exterior materials, the Rucksack 
featuring a nylon outer layer while the Rolltop offers a waterproof polyester exterior, both are packed with the 
intuitive features that photographers expect, including:

• Multiple access doors allow photographers to reach their camera and gear quickly 
• Integrated laptop sleeve holds up to a 15” laptop 
• Hideaway rain cover to provide maximum protection in all kinds of weather
• Memory card holders sewn into the sternum strap and hip belt
• External compression straps can tote a tripod, skateboard or just about anything else 
• Sweat wicking back materials deliver on all-day comfort
• Removable lens cap buckle on the shoulder strap is compatible with 52, 58 and 67mm caps
• Sunglasses loop on shoulder strap  and water bottle holder
• Internal organizer pocket
• External dimensions of each pack are around 18”x13”x6”

Rucksack

Rolltop
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US Coast Guard
San Diego Air Station
by Salvatore Roccella

#report

From a simple request to photograph the helicopters from the road, I 
have been given the opportunity to visit USCG Air Station San Diego real-
izing the dream to spend a beautiful day together with the guys of  this 
glorious USCG’s unit. 
In 1935, the Coast Guard Air Station San Diego was created, and what 
was unique about that was the first pilot in the Coast Guard, Elmer Stone, 
the first number one pilot, became the first commanding officer of the 
Air Station. Since then, times have changed, aircrafts have changed, but 
the location has remained the same. The hangar is original, it was built 
in 1935. Since then, USCG have added additional ships, small boats and 
added additional types of aircraft. USCG used to have fixed wing aircraft 
and seaplanes, now those are gone. Currently this unit of the Coast 
Guard is responsible for search and rescue, law enforcement, a myriad 
of missions, from the south 
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of the border in Mexico extending hundreds of miles offshore, but also 
extending east to the borders of Arizona and New Mexico and some of 
the areas of the deserts because of the rivers that are there. The USCG 
also provide safe navigation for all of the waterways in those areas. 
San Diego is also home for two specialized units of the Coast Guard: 
Marine Maritime Safety and Security Team and Pacific Area Tactical Law 
Enforcement Team. This year USCG is celebrating its 100th anniversary 
of the aviation service. 

Today the Air Station San Diego is one of the better equipped Coast 
Guard units in the West Coast. In addition to an impressive maritime 
component, composed by a fleet of boats and ships, USCG deploys in Air 
Station San Diego three Sirkorsky MH-60 Jayhawk helicopters. 
The main tasks of the base are varied and range from coastal patrol, anti 
smuggling activities, marine environment protection, collaboration with 
police forces and government agencies, and lastly the search and rescue 
which is the most significant and best known activity of the USCG.

Spotters e-Magazine 15 



During my visit in the base I had the good fortune to interview two crew 
members of the MH-60 helicopters fleet, a rescue swimmer and a pilot, 
interviews below.

Rescue Swimmer Petty Officer 2nd Class Chris Moore

Q:  How many years of training to become a rescue swimmer.

A:  The school is only six months long now. When I went to school, it was 
four months plus an apprenticeship program before that, so it was  still 
a total of six months. There aren’t very many rescue swimmers in the 
Coast Guard. There are less than 400, and the Coast Guard has 40,000 
people, so sometime you have to wait a long time to get the opportunity 
to go to the school. Sometimes people have had to wait for years to go 
to the school. After you graduate school, you have additional training 
(medical, EMT, other qualifying training) which takes an additional month, 
but throughout your career you get continuing education for different 
kinds of rescue scenarios like high surf, cliff rescues, stuff like that. It 
continues on, even though the school is only six months.

Q:  What is the hardest mission you had to face in your career?

A:  There have been a few terrible ones.  Just recently, here in San 
Diego about a month and a half ago, there was a sailboat about 200 miles 
off of Los Angeles, west of L.A., they lost the rudder, so they had to 
get off the boat and had to get out of the water.  We got there late at 
night, it was very dark, the ocean was in a confused state so the waves 
were coming from every direction, and I had to go in the water and swim 
next to the boat and the people jumped in the water one at a time.  One 
person jumps in and I take them to the helicopter, and the helicopter 
picks them up.  What made it difficult is the winds were blowing at 30 
knots, so I was having trouble keeping up with the boat. I went in the 
water, and I was swimming as hard as I could swim just to catch up to 
the boat, then I had to grab onto the boat, have them jump in the water, 
and help them to the helicopter to be picked up. I was in the water for 
about 40 minutes, and I was exhausted when I was done.  The latter half, 
we used the helicopter to position me in a different location to make it 
easier for me to get to the boat.  The boat was getting usetted because 
the wind was blowing so hard, as soon as I get in the water, there goes 
the boat!.  So that was the hardest one here.

When I was stationed in Kodiak in Alaska for four years 2008-2012, and 
there was a skier who fell down a mountain, and sustained really bad 
injuries.  He fell 1,000 feet, tumbling end over end into a bowl, and he 
was pretty messed up.  We got over there, the weather was really bad 
and they had to put me down, because of the weather— the clouds were 
here, and he was over there, and they had to put me down kind of low and 
then I had to hike up to him and I had to put the snowshoes on my feet 
and carry the EMT kit and the back board and the litter, and I had to hike 
all the way like maybe 300 feet up to him, package him all up, lower him 
back down and get picked up again. To do all that by yourself is very 
exhausting.  Those are my two most difficult cases.

Q:  What about the movie The Guardian? Is it true?

A:  It is not based on a true story, but they did base it on the 
training that we do and the job that we do, but when Hollywood gets 
behind it, it is not going to be accurate. The training, the school 
portion, is pretty accurate.  The intensity is there, the location was 
not where we train, and a lot of the fighting doesn’t happen too much. 
You go in the water, and there is an instructor who is trying to … he’s 
panicking as a survivor and he’ll take you underwater and you have to 
keep it together and save him, but I have not come across a scenario 
where anybody has punched the instructor—that’s Hollywood. There are 
other things, like you see when they do the rescues, the actors jump out 
of the helicopters at night;  we don’t jump out of the helicopter at 
night. So if the sun has set, we don’t jump out of the helicopter.  
There are some differences there, but it does portray kind of what we do 
and the intensity of it.
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Ten. Pilot Dan Beshoar, Lieutenant 

Q:  What made you become a pilot?

A:  Ever since I was young, I just really wanted to be a military pilot. 
I looked into the navy first, then the air force, and finally settled on 
the coast guard. I like the missions that we do;  it’s about saving 
lives, not killing people, and that’s what I really liked about it. I 
had to try very hard to get my application in to become a pilot. I went 
through two years of school , and now I am here in San Diego.

Q:  How is the feeling with your team?

A:  It’s great. We have a very cohesive team.  We communicate, we talk 
about the mission.  It’s really amazing how we can come together and 
pull the mission off.  When there’s a challenge, and something that is 
going to be really difficult, it’s amazing what the team can come up 
with, their thoughts and solutions.

Q:  Who works on your team?

A:  Any time we go flying as a duty crew, it’s going to be two pilots 
and a flight mechanic and a rescue swimmer in back. The pilots are 
flying in front, the flight mech is in the back working the hoist, and 
if we are near a boat, the flight mech will tell the pilots where we 
need to be moving, left, right or back,  to get us in the right position 
to lower the rescuer swimmer down to swim and rescue the survivors.  He 
also runs the communications in back.

Q:  Do other pilots from other countries / departments work with you?

A:  I know we have an exchange program with other countries, Great 
Britain and one with Canada as well.  I know those two countries we have 
partnerships with.

Q:  How much time does it take to start flying from the rescue request

A:  Typically if it’s something that is an emergency and we know there 
are people in the water… from waking up (if we are across the bay 
sleeping) we are required to be in the air within 30 minutes, but 
sometimes as quickly as 20, depending on how long it takes to get 
airborne and on the way.

Q:  How many hours of training in a year to maintain your flying 
license?

A:  Typically an average pilot is flying 240 hours a year;  60 hours 
would be the bare minimum, but the average is 240 hours.

Q:  What was your hardest mission?

A:  The hardest mission I’ve had so far was probably three months ago.  
A gentleman was on a sailboat, trying to sail from San Diego to Hawaii, 
he was going into diabetic shock, having seizures, vomiting, delusions. 
We had to get him, he was 400 miles west of San Diego. The range of our 
helicopter is 300 miles, out and back.  So we were trying to figure out 
fuel planning; we ended up on a coast guard cutter landing and getting 
fuel;  went out, and the sail boat was a difficult hoist and we spent 
way more time on the scene than we wanted. We ended up going back to the 
cutter to get more fuel.  We were able to eventually get him home, but 
it was a very difficult case, especially being 400 miles offshore. If 
something were to happen to us, it would be a long time before someone 
would be able to come and get us. It was definitely a challenging case.
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What about the mighty MH-60 Jayhawk

The Sikorsky MH-60T Jayhawk is a multi-mission, twin-engine, medium-range helicopter operated 
by the United States Coast Guard for search and rescue, law enforcement, military readiness and 
marine environmental protection missions. Originally designated HH-60J before being upgraded 
and redesignated beginning in 2007, the MH-60T is designed to fly a crew of four up to 300 mi (483 
km) offshore, hoist up to 6 additional people on board while remaining on-scene for up to 45 min-
utes and return to base while maintaining an adequate fuel reserve. Normal cruising speed of the 
MH-60T is 135 to 140 kn (155 to 161 mph) and the aircraft is capable of reaching 180 kn (207 mph) for 
short durations. The MH-60T can fly at 140 kn (161 mph) for six to seven hours. 
Chosen to replace the HH-3F Pelican, the MH-60T is a member of the Sikorsky S-70 family of 
helicopters and is based on the United States Navy’s SH-60 Seahawk helicopter. Development began 
in September 1986, first flight was achieved on 8 August 1989, and the first HH-60J entered USCG 
service in June 1990. Production ended in 1996 after 42 helicopters were produced; three retired 
SH-60F Seahawks were also remanufactured to MH-60T specifications beginning in 2010. A total of 
42 MH-60Ts are in service with the Coast Guard. 
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I’d like to close my interview asking the last two questions to 
the Air Station’s PAO who helped us in make this day possible. 

Petty Officer Robert Simpson
Public Affairs, San Diego

Q:  What was the event that changed your career?

A:  When I first joined the Coast Guard, I was waiting to go to school 
for public affairs and I was a seaman on a ship in Alaska. What made me 
want to get into the job that I do… I am privileged to see everything 
that the Coast Guard does, and see everything from our boats and 
helicopters, and I am able to help tell the story of how exciting and 

how wonderful it is.  The Coast Guard’s missions are so important to 
saving people’s lives, not only just Americans, but maritime people 
everywhere—anybody in the water: boaters, fishermen, other militaries.  
We have a wonderful mission just rescuing people, and when I realized 
that, I knew I wanted to do this job.

Q: What’s the motto of the U.S Coast Guard?

A: The U.S. Coast Guard motto is Semper Paramus, which means “always 
ready”. The Coast Guard’s first founded in 1790, and since then the motto 
“always ready” implies everything we do. We stand ready to respond to 
all of the rescue requests 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
This is the smallest branch of the military US, roughly 14 thousands of 
members.
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To put this on a perspective, the police department in New York City, 
there’s more of them than any of us.
It’s not so hard to believe if you consider that the U.S Coast Guard’s mis-
sions are harder, longer and further reaching.

I’d like to thank you all the guys from  USCG Air Station San Diego who 
gave a little bit of their time to us, particular thanks to Mr Simpson who 
accompanied us in this awesome day in San Diego.

Salvatore Roccella
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HP Reinvents the Desktop 
to Enable New Experiences 

HP Pavilion Wave and HP Elite Slice PCs combine engineering excellence 
and inventive desktop designs

The HP Pavilion Wave is designed for entertainment 
and productivity for the home by combining desktop 
power and great audio experiences. For customers 
who want a PC that can fit into small places, the new 
offering is a beautiful and compact design with the 
power of a full-sized desktop. This unique desktop 
is built around a fully integrated, advanced audio 
system to play music, listen to movies, web chats and 
Cortana1. It features an iconic triangular form with 
an innovative parabolic reflector with an integrated 
speaker on top of the PC for superb, 360-degree 
sound to fill a room with crisp audio.  

The HP Elite Slice, HP’s smallest desktop is a desktop 
built for communications and collaboration. It is the 
first modular commercial desktop with cable-less 
connectivity2 and enables customers to build the 
desktop of their choice. This desktop changes the 
way office space is designed by creating streamlined 
work environments that boast productivity. Versatility, 
performance and enterprise-grade security merge to 
deliver greater productivity and collaboration between 
employees while transforming the workplace and 
workstyles. 

HP Pavilion Wave

HP Pavilion Wave
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HP Pavilion Wave
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HP Elite Slice for Meeting Rooms Built Uniquely for Confer-
ence Room Collaboration

The HP Elite Slice portfolio also includes the new HP Elite Slice 
for Meeting Rooms solution, the first conferencing room PC 
with one-touch meeting start12. This offering helps users get 
more out of their meetings by having seamless technology to 
drive immersive conferencing and collaboration experiences 
with integrated audio and full desktop functionality. HP Elite 
Slice for Meeting Rooms combines HP Elite Slice, the HP Col-
laboration Cover, HP Audio Module and Intel® Unite™ software 
to create a unique Microsoft Skype for Business conferencing 
solution making meeting rooms more intuitive and efficient 
with crisp, clear sound. For a more immersive conference 
room experience, this configuration can be combined with the 
new HP LD5511 55-inch Large Format Display, which features 
178-degree viewing angles with a resolution of 1920 x 1080. The 
high brightness and contrast ratio provide excellent picture 
quality and readability that is perfect for meeting rooms that 
seat up to 12 people.

Slice for Meeting Rooms Slice all Modules
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HP Pavilion Wave Designed with Acoustic Capabilities to 
Power Entertainment and Productivity

The HP Pavilion Wave naturally sits on top of the desk featuring a compact, space-effi-
cient 360-degree design and is 85 percent smaller than traditional tower PCs at 6.81” x 
6.62” x 10.29”. The desktop design is built around the central audio system and finished 
with premium materials including acoustic fabric engineered for room filling sound. A 
parabolic reflector on top of the PC reflects the sound coming from the speaker grille 
in parallel from all directions and acts as an outlet vent for hot air to come out. The 360 
Degree Multi-Directional Reflective Audio delivers a crisp audio profile at all frequen-
cies and is tuned by B&O Play for amazing sound whether listening to mid, high or low 
ranges.

The triangular design houses three main zones for components: the motherboard on 
one side, the hard drive on the second side and thermals on the third side. The thermal 
design uses heat pipes to extract heat from the motherboard and the graphics card to 
push out the top of the PC to keep the device running cool.
Other features include:
•Up to two 4K displays3 are supported out-of-the-box to power entertainment and 
productivity.
•Peripheral support with three USB 3.0 ports, one USB 3.1 Type-CTM port for data 
transfer, one HDMI port, one DisplayPort, Gigabit Ethernet and a microphone/head-
phone jack.
•Cortana support with two dual microphones for customers to talk to their PC for a 
hands-free experience1
•High-performing power house with up to 6th Generation Intel® Core™ i7 quad-core 
desktop processors4, ample storage up to 2 TB HDD5, an optional dual drive with 128 GB 
SSD5 and up to 16GB of DDR4 system memory.
•Optional AMD Radeon™ R9 M470 discrete graphics for photo and video editing or light 
gaming.

HP Elite Slice Designed for Business Productivity
and Collaboration

HP Elite Slice is designed to modernize the workplace to cater to the changing work-
force and workstyles with new collaboration capabilities. Its modular design features 
stunning curves in matte black with polished copper accents to streamline workplaces. 
It allows customers to pick and choose a factory cover or stackable options to add 
functionality including the Collaboration Cover or Wireless Charging Cover6, or 
stackable modules such as the Audio Module or ODD (Optical Disk Drive) Module for a 
beautiful PC that is unique to each business and its employees.
The ultra-small, big power form factor is just 6.5” x 1.38” x 6.5” and weighs 2.31 lbs7. 
The cable-less design allows for a clean work environment because customers do 
not separate cables plugged into the wall to power each component. This is the first 
commercial desktop powered from a display8 via only one USB 3.1 Type-CTM cable with 
a Type-CTM compatible display including the optional new Quad HD9 HP EliteDisplay 
S240uj Monitor. The display is equipped with integrated wireless charging and USB 
Type-CTM to perfectly complement the desktop.

HP Elite Slice versatility is provided by cover and base expansion options. Customers 
can choose from different covers when configuring the PC and expand the solution at 
any time with additional modules to create the desktop that best fits their needs:
•HP Collaboration Cover6: turns the desktop into a Microsoft Skype for Business phone-
10for easy call management with capacitive touch keys.
•HP Wireless Charging Cover6: wireless charging starts automatically upon contact to 
eliminate charging cables and ensure mobile phones and devices are powered, ready 
for use. The Wireless Charging Cover is expected to start shipping in the first half of 
2017 and requires factory configuration.
•HP Audio Module: spoken word tuning makes virtual meetings and call experiences 
crisp and clear with audio tuned by Bang & Olufsen, 360 degree speaker design, dual-
microphone array with range of five meters and HP Noise Cancellation software.
•HP ODD Module: for quick and easy back up or to archive files and access legacy 
content on CDs or DVDs.
Other features include:
•An optional touch fingerprint sensor for improved security and easy authentication.
•HP Sure Start with Dynamic Protection, the industry’s first self-healing BIOS-level 
protection.
•Up to 6th Generation Intel® Core™ i7 35-watt processors for the performance to 
easily handle productivity and collaboration needs4.
•Unique 360-degree dual fan pipe ring keeps the powerful device running cool.
•Peripheral support for enhanced productivity including one Ethernet port, built-in Wi-Fi 
module11 and antennas, one HDMI and one DisplayPort™ to power multiple displays.

HP Pavilion Wave
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Malta 
International AirShow
by Ray Biagio Pace

#report
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The Malta International Airshow is organised by volunteers from the 
Malta Aviation Society led by Chairman Joe Ciliberti, and this year’s 
edition was the 24th to be flaulessly organised. The volunteers work all 
year round to oversee that the maximum possible aircraft participate 
to delight the evergrowing local aviation enthusiasts and also a good 
amount of foreign enthusiasts who visit the Island for this purpose.

Unfortunately this year’s Airshow was a much smaller and differ-
ent event to those successfully held since its inception 24 years ago. 
The main factor was the late decision taken by the Authorities for the 
airshow to go ahead and for the relocation of the Flying display which ar-
rived at the 7th hour which this did not allow for the usual organisation/
invitations and lobbying with display teams to participate.  

Despite these setbacks, the Malta Aviation Society managed to pull off a 
great “treat” with the arrival of two Ukraine Air Force SU27 supported 
by the mighty IL76 apart from the Polish Iskra display team and the US 
Navy P-8A Poseidon aircraft.

On Saturday, the flying display took place along the coastline of Smart 
City, in the south of Malta, but to make matters worse, for the 1st time 
in 24 years, the organisers had to take the most difficult decision to 
cancel Sunday afternoon’s flying display due to the very bad inclem-
ent weather with heavy downpours and wind gusts apart from the 
very low cloudbase.

All these problems added to the low attendance to the airshow for the 
first time since its conception.  Hopefully, for the 25th Anniversary 
in 2017, the authorities will immediately reconsider their decision re 
flying display, a decision which came about due to a serious accident 
caused on the Airfield in a car charity event held a few days after the 
Malta Airshow in October 2015.
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Malta Aviation Society Chairman Joe Ciliberti said that  
“Considering the various changes, the main one being to move the flying 
display away from the airfield, the outcome was satisfactory. 
The cancellation of the Polish Air Force Su-22s to the airshow was a setback 
but the Polish Armed Forces were still well represented by the ISKRA 
display team and the Navy An-28. 
The Su-27s from Ukraine provided some raw power to the show and 
they were well appreciated both on the ground and in the air during the 
flying display. Most pilots prefer airfield displays to seaside shows. The 
attendance for the flying display at SmartCity Malta was quite good, and 
the offshore move also presented us with an opportunity to push the tim-
ings to sunset which meant that the Pioneer Team from Italy could give a 
wonderful sunset display. 
The weather conditions on Sunday were so unpredictable that it was 
wiser to cancel than face weather which nobody could forecast even 
for the coming 30mins. Some pilots told us they would not be able to fly 
in those conditions and some others offered to fly, thus we preferred 
not to go into the programme without knowing how it will be during the 
programme itself. It is my and some of the pilots’ opinion that had the 
flying display been on the airfield it would have marginally increased the 
chances of executing the programme, even if not to its fullest. 
MAS is prepared to organise the 25th edition in 2017, but with enforced 
changes from the authorities, it now does not depend on MAS alone to go 
for a decision”.
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Participants:
French Navy Falcon 50 reg_27
US Navy Poseidon P-8A reg_761 Flying, 434 Static
Italian Pioneer Aerobatic Display Team - Pioneer 330, reg_I-A688, I-A690, I-8524, 
I-A596
Italian Military Helicopter AB212_reg MM81212
Armed Forces of Malta Alouette SA316B reg_AS9211 Flying
Armed Forces of Malta B200 King Air reg_AS1227 Flying, AS1126 Static 
Armed Forces of Malta AW139 reg_AS1428 Flying, AS1630_Static  
Polish Air Force C295 reg_023
Polish Air Force Iskra Display Team reg_1/2011, 10/2013, 2/2008, 7/2007, 9/1715, 
3/2009 
Polish Navy AN28_reg 1117
Ukraine Air Force IL-76 reg_78820
Ukraine Air Force SU 27 Flanker reg 58 and 71
Sky People Malta - Piper reg 9H-FLY
Sky People Malta - Tecnam reg 9H-SKY
Diamond Flight Training - Diamond DA-42 Twin Star reg 9H-DFT, 
Diamond Flight Training  - Diamond Star DA-40D reg 9H-AGA
The Silver Chicken - Mudry CAP-21 reg I-SIVM
Malta School of Flying - (Saturday only)  Cessna F172M Skyhawk reg 9H-AEX,   
Malta School of Flying - (Saturday only)  Tecnam P.2006T reg 9H-PAT, 
Malta School of Flying - (Saturday only)  Tecnam P-92JS reg 9H-MSF 
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High-speed wonder OM-D E-M1 
Mark II available in December
The new OM-D E-M1 Mark II will no doubt exceed 
all expectations for an ILC model, and give pho-
tography professionals and enthusiasts exactly 
what they demand. This milestone model will be 
delivering high-class image quality at unparal-
leled high-speed performance, while ensuring 
superior mobility. The new OM-D E-M1 Mark II 
is one of the best cameras Olympus has ever 
built. To establish Olympus’ clear and unmistak-
able stance in the professional field, there will 
be new professional service agreements for 
the OM-D E-M1 Mark II that enable the profes-
sional owner to continue shooting under almost 
any circumstances. At the same time, the range 
of matching professional accessories and PRO 
lenses is also extended.

The key facts of the OM-D E-M1 Mark II read like a wish list of 
the ideal, versatile camera every photographer has dreamt of: 
It meets the demands of serious enthusiasts in every photog-
raphy field and serves professionals in wildlife, documentary 
and travel with its high-speed performance, mobility and image 
quality. It is the fastest in its category with unprecedented 
sequential shooting performance and a breathtakingly fast new 
autofocus system, and it is part of a holistic approach including 
professional accessories, PRO lenses and a dedicated service 
approach.

#gear
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Professional service
Olympus goes the extra mile for customer service and offers 
OM-D E-M1 Mark II owners a choice of three service levels under 
the new OLYMPUS PRO Service concept. OLYMPUS PRO Service 
will be available in most European countries, for more details 
please check the Olympus website .Accessories and lenses

The OM-D E-M1 Mark II is compatible with Olympus’ range of professional-grade Micro Four 
Thirds lenses and accessories, including an all new HLD-9 battery grip that not only hosts an 
additional battery to deliver up to 880 shots, but also comes in an ergonomic design with a 
dedicated arrow pad offering the same handling both horizontally and vertically. Tailor-made 
camera bags, new flashes and a housing for shooting down to 60 metres underwater are also 
other capable additions to the OM-D system. The new Olympus flagship system was designed 
to make professional photography faster, easier and more effective – anytime anywhere. 
Mission accomplished.

#gear
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#accessories

x360 Design and Experience for Maximum Versatility  

The HP Spectre x360 is designed with an all CNC aluminum chassis and is 15.9 
millimeters in height and weighs 3.3 pounds (1.49 kg).(4) The device features 
polished metal on the sides that is achieved using a single machined cut, giving it a 
jewelry-like finish in a natural silver color.  

With the HP Spectre x360, customers get an ultra-thin PC with additional versatility 
to experience multiple modes in one device. Users can transition seamlessly from 
notebook mode for work, stand mode for viewing entertainment, tent mode for 
touchscreen entertainment, or tablet mode for on the go. To ensure the display 
glides smoothly and stays in place where a user wants it, the HP Spectre x360 has 
innovative new hinges that contain a set of three spiral gears for synchronized and 
precise movement. The geared hinge design allows the HP Spectre x360 to maintain 
the same thin profile in tablet mode that it has when closed. 

The HP Spectre x360 includes a full-sized, 1.5 millimeter travel keyboard to offer 
customers a comfortable and familiar experience. The HP Spectre x360 has an 
extra-wide glass touchpad for improved day-to-day usability. 

Premium Quality, No Compromises

To give customers the battery life they expect, the HP Spectre x360 features a 
56-watt hour battery that precisely fits into the CNC aluminum body. Next, HP 
looked at the biggest driver of battery drain – the high-resolution touch display. The 
touch panel on the HP Spectre x360 is optically bonded to the display, increasing 
brightness and pulling each pixel up to the surface of the display.

On models with the Quad HD display, the HP Spectre x360 takes advantage of 
Panel Self Refresh (PSR) technology which holds images on the screen to allow 
portions of the PC to power down when nothing on-screen is moving.  As a result 
of these and other focus areas, the HP Spectre x360 delivers up to 12.5 hours of 
battery life.

HP improved Wi-Fi reliability and performance in the HP Spectre x360 for home, 
work and on the go.  Based on issues identified in real-world testing, the wireless 
driver is tuned to improve performance on noisy networks and across a wide ran-
ge of wireless access points. The new antenna slot design featured at the top of 
the display allows for effective 2.4GHz and 5GHz tuning, in every mode – whether 
in notebook, stand, tent or tablet. The result is wireless throughput and connect 
rates that outperform other PCs. 

HP Spectre x360
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#accessories

Power and Smart Features for Productivity
 
The HP Spectre x360 supports Intel® Core™ i5 and i7 
processors to tackle the most demanding tasks without 
lag.With a lightning fast SSD up to 512GB, customers can 
expect their PC to turn on instantly and load apps quickly.  

The Spectre x360 supports both a full-size HDMI and 
DisplayPort 1.2 compatible ports to allow customers to 
access content across multiple screens. Customers can 
also take advantage of the built-in Intel® Wireless Display 
technology to stream content on their living room TV.To 
accommodate multiple devices and accessories, the HP 
Spectre x360 has three USB 3.0 ports and with HP USB 
Sleep and Charge, customers can use the HP Spectre x360 
to charge their devices on the go even when in sleep mode.

Performance, Functionality and Style for the Professional
HP will also offer the HP Spectre Pro x360 for busi-
ness professionals through the company’s commercial 
distribution channels outside the United States. The HP 
Spectre Pro x360 features optional vPro™ technology 
on fifth generation Intel® Core™ i5 and i7 processors 
and a choice of Windows 7 or Windows 8 Pro operating 
systems. Enhanced with security and manageability, both 
the consumer and commercial versions of the HP Spectre 
x360 include a trusted platform module (TPM) chip. The HP 
Spectre x360 Pro also includes commercial warranty and 
service support, and HP Touchpoint Manager, a cloud-
based solution to help small- and mid-sized businesses 
easily manage and protect devices and data.
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A2A
#portfolio

by Roberto Resnigo
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During the Pesaro Air Show, Roberto Resnigo had the opportunity 
to fly on board of the YAK52 and realize this beautiful photo report.
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YAK-52

YAK-52

46 Spotters e-Magazine



On board YAK-52
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Formation YAK-52 & YAK-50
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YAK-52

YAK-50Formation YAK-52 & YAK-50
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Formation YAK-52, YAK-50 & Fano’s Skydive Pilatus
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Lenovo YOGA 900 Convertible Laptop
As the world’s thinnest Intel Core i convertible laptop1 with up to Intel’s latest 6th gen Core i7 processor, the new Lenovo 
YOGA 900 is beautifully slim and feather light (14.9 mm and 1.29 kg), yet amazingly powerful. The YOGA 900 provides 
flexibility with four usage modes (laptop, stand, tent, tablet), letting users work, watch or play in a variety of scenarios. 
Lenovo crafted the laptop with its recognizably different watchband hinge made of more than 800 intricately woven, 
individual pieces. The improved watchband hinge provides a noticeably smoother rotation – allowing users to flip and fold 
their YOGA 900 easily into different modes. The convertible laptop also takes full use of Windows 10 Continuum, allowing 
users to seamlessly move between laptop and tablet modes on their YOGA 900. It has 50 percent greater battery density 
(compared to the previous generation), allowing it to achieve up to nine hours2 of local video playback. From working 
through a long-haul flight in laptop mode to enjoying a movie marathon in stand mode to reading while commuting in 
tablet mode, the super-light YOGA 900 can flex into nearly any position to fit into users’ lives.
 
The 13.3-inch QHD+ (3200x1800) IPS Display has a wide viewing angle that takes full advantage of the new Windows 10 and 
brings digital content to life in vibrant colors. Entertainment experiences become more immersive with the device’s JBL® 
stereo speakers and Dolby Audio® Premium for powerful sound that’s crisp and clear. Users can escape into a home-
theater quality experience virtually anywhere—with audio that dynamically adjusts to deliver a virtual surround sound 
experience over the YOGA 900’s speakers and through headphones. The new YOGA 900 is designed with a Samsung3 Solid 
State Drive and greater memory capacity (offering up to 16 GB) for higher reliability and a faster experience with minimal 
noise. Remarkably, even with its razor-thin design, Lenovo improved the cooling system by 30 percent. Thanks to its 
distinct thermal solution and uniquely designed vent structure, it not only cools better but also stays quieter and cleaner.

Providing the full desktop computing experience – and more – the new Lenovo YOGA Home 900 challenges the notion of a 
typical desktop PC. Designed for portability, it breaks away from the constraints of cords and desks, reaching nearly any 
corner of the home. With up to an Intel 5th Gen Core i7 processor, optional NVIDIA® GeForce® 940A graphics, Windows 10 
and up to three hours4 of battery life, the YOGA Home 900 delivers desktop-level performance and productivity anywhere, 
while providing a new degree of immersive entertainment.
 
The improved AURA 3.0 interface comes with enhanced photo facial recognition and editing features. Users can lay the 
YOGA Home 900 flat and launch AURA 3.0 to easily access photos, videos and hundreds of new entertainment, productivity 
and education apps through the new AURA Store, now linked to the Windows Store. A curated set of apps from the Windows 
Store work best with the touch capabilities of the YOGA Home 900’s large 27-inch screen. The YOGA Home 900 explores new 
ways to bring modern families and friends closer together, from flipping through a digital photo album, getting artistic with 
creative painting and photo editing apps, hosting game night playing Air Hockey, to turning a video chat session into a family 
reunion.
 
 “From introducing the convertible laptop category three years ago with YOGA, we know people love the flexibility and porta-
bility of our multimode design,” said Dilip Bhatia, vice president, Worldwide Marketing and User Experience, PC & Enterprise 
Business Group, Lenovo. “The new YOGA 900 and YOGA Home 900 are not your traditional PC. We studied real user needs to 
make them as thin and light as possible for the portability that they need, while upping the PCs’ performance and refining the 
YOGA’s signature watchband hinge for an even smoother rotation to switch between modes.”

 “Windows 10 was designed to help people do great things, and Lenovo’s new YOGA PCs were built to maximize the operating 
system’s incredible features, such as Cortana, a personal assistant that goes with you from device to device, and our 
fantastic new browser, Microsoft Edge,” said Joe Belfiore, corporate vice president, Operating Systems Group, Microsoft 
Corp. “We worked closely behind the scenes with Lenovo to ensure its new PCs really brought to life the best of Windows 10, 
and we’re excited to see customers’ reactions to their new YOGA 900 and YOGA Home 900.”

lenovo.com
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BREITLING PILOT MIKA BRAGEOT’S 
TIME TO SHINE IN THE RED BULL 
AIR RACE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

Following an action-packed season, 2014 Red Bull Air Race World Champion Nigel Lamb has 
hung up his racing gloves after the final showdown in Las Vegas, handing over the Breitling 
Racing Team reins to French protégé Mika Brageot.

The experienced British ace has successfully challenged the world’s most elite pilots 
for eight seasons, yet announced at the beginning of the year that he would step aside 
precisely while he was still operating at the top of his game. Nigel, who has always encour-
aged future generations to fulfill their potential, has spent the last season passing on all his 
essential knowledge to Mika, who qualified through the Challenger Class ranks. Mika Brageot 
has devoted his time not only to getting comfortable racing at high speeds and low altitude 
in Nigel’s high-performance race plane (MXS-R), but also to learning about mental focus, 
technical advancements and race analytics, with the aim of flying the Breitling colors to the 
top of the ranking in his first competitive season.

The Breitling Racing Team has enjoyed many accomplishments during 2016, including 
seeing François Le Vot climb the podium in Abu Dhabi and Nigel Lamb claim a top position 
in Spielberg, Austria, and Indianapolis, USA. One of the season’s highlights was witnessing 
Japanese pilot and longstanding brand partner Yoshihide Muroya claim his home race vic-
tory, also the first of his career.

After assessing its global aviation activities for 2017, Breitling will be restructuring and 
streamlining all projects, continuing to back one Master Class team in the Red Bull Air Race 
and putting all its support behind Mika Brageot.

As a fitting finale to the 2016 season, all seven members of the Breitling Jet Team, the 
world’s largest civilian aerobatics team, joined their flying colleagues from the Red Bull 
Air Race in Las Vegas to also signify the end of their remarkable two-year American tour. 
The team pilots aligned their L-39C Albatros jets, escorting Nigel Lamb, Francois Le Vot 
and Yoshihide Muroya in a flight of mutual respect reflecting an authentic and well-shared 
passion for aviation.
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#spotting-report

red flag 
alaska16-3

by Dave CHNG
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Red Flag Alaska started at Clark AB, Philippines in 1976. 
Upon its closure this Air Exercise has moved to Eielson 
AFB, Alaska and renamed Cope Thunder.  In 2006 it was 
again renamed, this time Red Flag Alaska (RFA) which 
still stands today. 
This multi-service and multinational exercise has hosted 
various USAF units from the US Navy, US Marines and 
International Air Forces like Japan, Korea, Singapore, India 
and our NATO allies. RFA 16-3 was the last exercise at 
Eielson AFB for fiscal year 2016.  It was held from Aug 
4th to Aug 19th.  
Compared to the Red Flag Exercises held at Nellis AFB, 
NV,  this was smaller and comprised of about 80+ combat 
and supporting aircraft as well as hundreds of participants 
to include the local 18th Aggressor Squadron, pilots, ser-
vice members and aircraft from 13th FW, Misawa Air Base, 
35th FS, Kunsan AB,  336th FS, Seymour Johnson Air 
Force Base, 409th TFS, Royal Canadian Air Force 409th 
Tactical Fighter Squadron, Cold Lake, Canada, MacDill 
AFB, the local 168th Air Refueling Squadron, VAQ-135, 
Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Schriever AFB, Joint 
Base Elmendorf-Richardson and Fort Wainwright, Alaska.
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18th Aggressor Squadron
Flying the F-16 Block 30, the 18th Aggressors are the “red 
force”.  Their aircraft are painted in our “Opposing forces” 
camouflage colors. 
We spotted three different kinds of camouflage schemes; 
namely the Artic, Blue Flanker and Lizard schemes. 
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35th Fighter Squadron, Kunsan 
AB Pantons
Pantons carried the famous Wolf-
pack Emblem on the F-16C Blk 40 
tail with a blue tail fin. According 
to Capt Mayfield (35th FS) most 
of their missions lie on strike 
and air-to-ground while they also 
engage in some DCA ( Air to air 
engagement). 
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13th Fighter Squadron, Misawa 
AB (Panthers)
 They are part of the 35th Fighter 
Wing which houses both the 13th 
and 14th Fighter Squadrons. Both 
units fly the F-16C Block 50 with 
the CCIP which started back in 
1998. 
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336th Fighter Squadron, 
Seymour Johnson AFB (Rock-
eteers)
Rocketeers fly the F-15E Strike 
Eagle affectionately known by the 
aviators as “Mudhens”.
336th FS flies the F-15E equipped 
with LANTIRN pod , Sniper XR 
pod and the ASQ-236 radar 
pod.  Some aircraft from their 
sister squadron 335th FS Chiefs 
were spotted with no colored tail 
stripes while the Rocketeers have 
the yellow stripes. The F-15Es 
assigned to both of these units 
are equipped with P&W F-100 220 
engines.
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409th Tactical Fighter Squad-
ron, Cold Lake AB, Canada. 
The Canadian Air Force par-
ticipated in this Red flag with 8 
CF-188. The CF-188 uses F-18A 
and F-18B airframes but have 
been heavily upgraded to C+ 
configuration. 

66 Spotters e-Magazine



Spotters e-Magazine 67 



VAQ-135 Black Ravens , NAS 
Whibely Island
The US Navy participated with 4x 
EA-18G Growler supporting and 
training SEAD and DEAD missions. 
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Supporting Elements

KC-135 Tanker 927 ARS, 168 ARS.
All fighter jets cannot function without the proper support of tankers. 
These are the KC-135 doing the behind the scenes work of the flying 
“Texaco”

210 RQS Air Force Rescue.
Flying the HH-60 pave hawk helicopter rescuing down crew in combat. 
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The Men and women behind the scenes making these machines combat 
ready are the re-fueler, crew chiefs, weapon loaders, maintainers and 
the little people that are sometimes forgotten. Our tribute to their hard 
work and dedication to keep our country free.

Acknowledgement

I would like to thank the 354th FW/Public Affairs Office for extending 
their great hospitality to Airwingspotter.  The exposure and amount of 
coverage they allowed us was second to none. A very special thank you to 
Master Sgt Karen Tomasik for hosting this event both on the runways and 
the interview panel and for accommodating us photographers in getting 
the best picture possible.

CPT Zani Elias
LT Luke Nimmo
Staff Sgt Ashley Taylor 
Master Sgt. Karen Tomasik
We would like to thank the following units participated in the Media 
Day Interview panel
Sr Airman Wall   35th ARW/80 MRS
1LT Moron  336th FS
CPT Eden  336th FS
LTC Radiff  409 TFS
CPT Mayfield  35th FS
Ssgt Huls  93 ARS
LT Trimble  93 ARS
CPT Davis  93 ARS
MAJ Riley  353 CTS
MAJ Harrigan  527 SAS
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Members of Airwingspotter.com and Msgt Karen Tomasik
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BREITLING PARTNERS THE 
PATROUILLE SUISSE
The cult watch brand among aviators is reinforcing its longstanding ties 
with the Swiss air force aerobatics team by becoming its official partner 
and official watch. A natural rapprochement between two specialists of 
Swiss Made precision and performance.

Created in 1964, the Patrouille Suisse has established itself as one of 
the finest ambassadors of Swiss excellence worldwide – exactly like 
Breitling, whose flight path soon crossed that of this elite unit. In 1994, 
the brand with the winged B celebrated the 30th anniversary of the team 
by launching a limited edition of the legendary Navitimer pilot’s chrono-
graph. In 2014, it saluted half a century of airborne exploits by introduc-
ing a Chronomat 44 GMT limited edition. For more than 20 years, the 
pilots of the Patrouille Suisse have been testing Breitling chronographs 
on a daily basis, which currently means exclusive personalized versions 
of the Emergency, the first wristwatch with a built-in dual frequency 
personal locator beacon.

Breitling has now taken a new step by becoming the official partner and 
official watch of the Patrouille Suisse. As in the past, pilots will continue 
taking part in events organized by the brand, such as the recent inaugu-
ration of Breitling’s Geneva boutique. This cooperation will also lead to 
the launch of an exclusive model dedicated to the team.

Through this even closer association with the Patrouille Suisse, Breitling 
is strengthening its longstanding official ties with the world’s most 
prestigious flight teams, such as the Frecce Tricolori (Italy), the Red 
Arrows (United Kingdom), the Patrulla Aguila (Spain) and the Thunder-
birds (United States). An array of elite units that pay Breitling the honor 
of testing its instruments on a daily basis, and for which the brand has 
created a number of versions flying their respective colors.
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#spotting-report

the Flying legendS airShow 
Seen by a Spotter

It is many years that, unfailingly, in July I go to Duxford’s Flying Legends Airshow.  I 
know by heart all the paths, shortcuts, hangars and garages, but this year I’d like 
to tell about this airshow from the point of view of a spotter who, for the first time, 
enters the gates of the Imperial War Museum, in Cambridgshire, to attend the best 
warbirds air show in Europe.

It is surely a challenging trip because is expensive and requires a careful planning, 
unless you wanto to deprive yourself of a good part of the show, not being present 
on both Saturday and Sunday. 

My flight arrived in London Stansted airport, where many low cost carriers oper-
ate a lot of flights from anywhere in Europe, so you can choose to be in England 
the Friday before the show and to return the following Monday. This airport is near 
enough Duxford.
A car can give you the right freedom of movement from your hotel to the airfield, 
so I warmly suggest to rent a car, if you book in advance you can find very 
convenient fares. In my many travels to Duxford for the Flying Legends the average 
time seat in the car has never past the half hour, even if the roads around Duxford 
are all busy ways. 
A very nice thing in Duxford is that, despite being the Flying Legends a mass event 
which draws thousands of people, I never spent a minute waiting at the gates for 
the access in the morning and for the exit in the evening.

You should book in advance also your accomodation if you want to book a room 
near Duxford. If you haven’t special needs you can book a room at the Travelodge 
or at the Daisy Inn hotels that you can find in service areas near the main roads 
between London and Cambridge. If you book late and/or need more services, you 
can search for the hotels near Stansted Airport or choose an accomodation in 
Cambridge, both more expensive locations which offer more comfortable rooms 
and are better served by pubs and restaurants.

by Davide Olivati
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To access the airshow you have to buy a ticket. The entry fee bought at the gates costs 
about 37 pounds for a day, not really cheap, especially for who – like me – comes from 
the Euro-zone, but you can save some money if you book online a few days before. 
There are a lot of other fares and, for example, you can buy exclusive access to enclo-
sures with catering services, bathrooms and seats in front of the runway which allow to 
attend the air show from a great position also arriving at the last minute.
But a classic brave spotter the normal ticket is enough and allows the access to the 
museum and the hangars.

As soon as you enter the airport, the first thing to do is look for the preferred postion 
at the barriers, many people place a chair or a picnic towel in order to  occupy the 
chosen position and be free to visit the static display or the other features offered 
from this fantastic place before the airshow. It might seem rude, but I see that it is a 
practice accepted by all and, over the years, I have never seen scenes of intolerance. 
In this regard, once I attended a particular episode: a photographer with a ladder 
approached the barriers and prepared his position, but a security guard reached him 
by pointing out that the ladder could be positioned further back because that position 
would have disturbed the people behind and invited him peremptorily to move back. 
Nothing to say, a good sign of fairness and education. 
You can see the same care for the paying spectators also in the moment of the opening 
of the flight line, when the press and the accredited photographers are asked to move 
away allowing the public to take pictures without characters with high visibility jackets 
that might disturb their shootings. 

You can divide your day in Duxford between the morning and the afternoon. In the 
morning you can visit the static display (5 pounds for the access). From 9 to 12.30 you 
can visit the taxiway and take photos of all the aircraft parked in the grass. Many vol-
unteers, dressed with vintage uniforms, ensure the right distance between the visitors 
and the planes and lend themselves willingly to take very choreographic pictures.
In this context you have to bring two kind of lenses: wide angle for panoramic shots and 
medium tele-photo or tele zoom for more particular shots.
In addition to the static display you can vist also the museum and the hangars where 
you can see the aircraft which will not fly in the afternoon. This places are a bit dark 
and a full frame could be helpful to take high ISO shots preserving the quality of the 
image.
Among the other attractions, there is the vintage town with moke ups and people 
wearing period costumes, but also corners where you can buy of books, magazines, 
memorabilia and gadgets. Don’t forget to bring with you your credit card!
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The food will not be a problem as you can find every kind of English street food offered, 
fish and chips included of course (even if it isn’t exactly cheap because of the change). 
At around mid-day the traditional “packed lunch” appears on the lawns around the 
airfield for families and groups, for this option you can turn to various supermarkets 
where the “take away” packages reign. 

At 2 o’clock, puntually the engines of the aircraft are turned on and the airshow begins. 
The first group to take the sky is usually composed by a certain number of  Spitfires. 
Flight display last for 4 hours util 6 p.m. when the well known “Balbo Formation” 
closes the day with the massive fly over of all the aircraft which have flown during the 
afternoon. 
For the photos I suggest to bring with you at least a medim telephoto for taxiing aircraft 
and a tele zoom (until 400mm if you want to make some panning and not freeze the 
blades) for the flight display, of course other lenses could be useful for other particular 
situations.
In Duxford there are two side by side runways which orientation is 24/06, so you have 
also to take in mind that the light isn’t always optimal during the display. Only in the 
late afternoon you can benefit of near to perfect light conditions and for this reason I 
think that the best postitions to take photos in Duxford are the runway heads, where is 
positioned also the press.
Personally I prefer the head of the runway 06, from where I can shot the takeoffs (usu-
ally very low in order to increase the of the display) while from East I can catch aircraft 
entering the sky above the field with a remarkable banking angle wich allow to take very 
catchy shots. Once landed, all the aircraft will file in front of that position to get back in 
flight line.
From the head of runway 24 you can catch the aircraft entering the runway and the 
landings, but the  light is quite tricky until 3.30/4.00 p.m..
However keep always in mind that, being in England, the weather changes continuosly 
and quite suddenly, so the lack of sun might help you to contrast the backlight.

What else to say? Personally I would advise all the spotters to attend the Flying Legends 
Air Show at least once in the life, it will be an unforgettable expercience in a very spot-
ter friendly environment. Trust me, it’s worth!
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THE NEW STARTIMER PILOT 
AUTOMATIC CHRONOGRAPH
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Alpina, one of the pioneers in professional pilot watches introduces 
its new Startimer Pilot Automatic Chronograph, featuring a vertical 
“bi-compax” counter layout and distinctive military dial colours, to 
honour three different fields of aviation.

A legendary aviation heritage

In the first 50 years of the past century Alpina was a renowned 
manufacturer and official supplier of military aviation watches to 
continental air forces. Early aviation pioneers had strict requirements: 
their instruments had to be extremely precise and provide ultimate 
shock resistance. In addition, Alpina pilot’s watches were mostly 
equipped with an anti-magnetic case, highly contrasting dials with 
oversized luminous numerals and luminous hands for instant readability. 
Since its initial launch in 2011, the Startimer Pilot Collection has imposed 
itself as one of most recognized and recognizable professional pilot 
watches on the market. 

The Startimer Pilot Automatic Chronograph 

Alpina introduces this new model, encasing the AL-725 Automatic 
Chronograph caliber, while at the same time honouring the 3 different 
fields of aviation: Air Force, Naval Aviation and Bush flying. The 3 
aviation domains are symbolized by the respective dial colours of the 
thee models: Black for the Air Force, Petrol Blue for Naval Aviation 
and Military Green for bush flying.   

The new Startimer Pilot Automatic Chronograph features the iconic 
Alpina aviation dial design, albeit with a slight vintage touch and the 
distinctive Alpina red triangle symbol at 12H. To insure perfect time 
readability, the running seconds counter at 9H has been hidden in 
order to create a vertical “bi-compax” counter layout. 

The 44mm diameter stainless steel case with an oversized pilot 
screw-in crown features a scratchproof sapphire crystal with 
anti-reflective coating, an engraved screw-in case-back with the 
Startimer Pilot Collection symbol and is water-resistant up to 10 ATM 
/100M /330feet. 
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The Royal International Air Tattoo

THE WORLD’S GREATEST AIRSHOW

Few events can rival the intensity, drama and spectacle on offer 
at the world’s greatest airshow. The Air Tattoo, one of the UK’s 
premier outdoor events, is an event organized every summer a 
show of entertainment for all the family. Alongside the thrilling fly-
ing action, visitors will be treated to non-stop entertainment on the 
ground - so whether a wide-eyed first timer or a seasoned airshow 
veteran, the experience is breathtaking.
During the thrilling 7.5 hour flying display (4 hours on Friday) visi-
tors will get to see fast jets, giant transporters, historic aircraft, 
and much, much more. There will be a chance to meet the crews, 
get close to the aircraft and enjoy a feast of first class entertain-
ment including the Techno Zone, an interactive showcase designed 
especially for youngsters, the Vintage Village, Autodrome and the 
Adrenalin Zone.

With FREE entry for accompanied under-16s and FREE parking for 
ticket holders, the Air Tattoo offers great value for money day out.
The Air Tattoo is staged in support of the Royal Air Force Charitable 
Trust, a charity set up in 2005 to support the wider RAF family. As 
well as seeking to develop a spirit of air-mindedness in youngsters, 
it also aims to promote excellence with the Royal Air Force.
The next Air Tattoo takes place over the weekend of 14, 15, 16 July 
2017.

Source www.airtattoo.com

ph. Markus Altmann
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accessories

Plustek OpticFilm 8100 is a dedicated and versatile film scanner with 
7200 dpi optical resolution. Its light sources give images more precise 
color rendering with less power consumption. Two one-touch buttons 
make scanning easier and more efficient for sharing on websites 
such as Flickr, Facebook, Picasa, etc. Compared with the conventional 
flatbed scanners, the Plustek OpticFilm 8100 provides a much smaller 
footprint. The scanner is about the same size as a loaf of bread and 
takes less space on one’s desktop. All OpticFilm scanners also include 
a custom carrying bag that can be used for transportation or storage. 
The Plustek OpticFilm 8100 and SilverFast software make a perfect 
combination. SilverFast Multi-Exposure® is especially for increasing 
the dynamic range, which adds more shadow details and eliminates 
noise. SilverFast NegaFix® with over 120 profiles for negative film 
guarantees best results when converting negatives into brilliant 
positives.

The Plustek OpticFilm 8100 scanner is bundled with the newest version 
of LaserSoft Imaging’s acclaimed scanner software - SilverFast 8. 
Its WorkflowPilot® guides users through all scanning and processing 
steps. The new developed graphical user interface is more intuitive 
and easy to use. Meanwhile, multitasking capable and 64-bit hardware 
support is extremely fast and efficient. (For more information, please 
visit www.silverfast.com)
With the Plustek OpticFilm 8100 it is easier than ever to get started. 
It is the ideal film scanner for a wide range of users, including home 
users, lomographers, small office / workshop users, amateur photo-
graphers and photographers.

plustek.com

Plustek
OpticFilm 8100
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Airpower 2016
Austria‘s biggest ever airshow proved to be the climax of Styria‘s summer 
events calendar. Hinterstoisser Air Base in Zeltweg welcomed around 
300,000 AIRPOWER fans on September 2 and 3 for two nine-hour, action-
packed days of flying – including a demonstration by the Armed Forces, 
spectacular displays by the Flying Bulls and Red Bull Aces Exhibition and 
some of the best aerobatic display teams in Europe. The region also benefitted 
significantly from the family event.
Every AIRPOWER16 visitor had their own personal highlight. For some it 
was the aerobatic display performed by Frecce Tricolori. For others the 
„Historic Jet Formation“ involving all of the various jets ever to have 

served with the Austrian Armed Forces. Or the „Tiger Display“ with various 
different aircraft all sporting tiger liveries. Or the unique Flying Bulls
fleet, flying together for the very first time to perform a group formation 
with aerobatic manoeuvres.
Or perhaps the interception of a C-130 Hercules by two Eurofighters. 
Or the first Red Bull Aces Exhibition in Europe - a wingsuit slalom through 
airborne gates.
But there was one thing that the visitors, participants and organisers 
could all agree on: AIRPOWER16 has been a resounding success!

(source AIRPOWER.gv.at)

by Salvatore Roccella
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AIRPOWER16 facts & figures

- 4,000 soldiers and 1,500 civilians have contributed to the 
success of AIRPOWER16.
- AIRPOWER16 welcomed around 300,000 visitors on 
both days.
- Around 240 aircraft from 20 countries took part in the 
varied Static and Flying Displays –including 53 belong-
ing to the Austrian Armed Forces and 29 belonging to the 
Flying Bulls
- Peter Besenyei had to withstand forces of up to 10 g dur-
ing his aerobatic display.
- Around 350 journalists were on site 
- The wingsuit athletes of the Red Bull Aces Exhibition 
reached speeds of up to 250 km/h.
- The Flying Bulls spent a total of 2 years restoring the 
North American T-28B Trojan.
- 756 Armed Forces vehicles, including 26 tanks and 
armoured vehicles, were on duty at AIRPOWER16.
- 20 catering and 35 beverage stands kept visitors fed and 
watered on the show ground
- Preparations involved drawing up emergency plans for 
20 crisis scenarios
- Visitors were exemplary in complying with all the rules 
and regulations.
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#accessories

e-shop
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#accessories

just a few clicks,
choose size and color
and receive it at home!
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