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#report

Made in China

11th China International Aviation & Aerospace Exhibition - Zhuhai

By Mirco Bonato & 
Stefano Polato
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China International Aviation & Aerospace Exhibition is the most important aviation 
event in Cina. 
So far, the show has been successfully held for ten editions, and even the last edition, 
the eleventh, was a mega trade event with and great aircraft display. This biennial 
event is a great opportunity for all the aviation stakeholders to showcase the latest 
developments in aviation and aerospace industry, making this airshow as one of the 
top-five aviation events in the world which draws global attention.
The 11th China International Aviation & Aerospace Exhibition was held in Zhuhai 
from November 1 to 6 and this last edition coincided with the 60th anniversary of 
Chinese aerospace industry foundation and 20th anniversary of the same China Ai-
rshow.  
With the motto “One Belt , One Road”, highlighting China’s strategy for integra-
tion between civil and military aviation industries, China Airshow confirmed its high 
level of internationalization, specialization, marketing and branding in order to build 
a platform which promotes international cooperation and trade, and also Chinese 
aerospace and defense industry’s output. 
In addition to a wide static display, the highlight of the China Airshow 2016 were 
all Chinese and foreign military aircraft which have wowed visitors with spectacular 
flight demonstrations, starting from Chinese aerobatic team known as “August 1st” 
equipped with their J-10s aircraft. Also RAF Red Arrows with BAe Hawks, Russian  
Knights  (Russkiye Vityazi)  with their mighty  Su-27Ps and, for the first time outside 
of their homeland, the Russian Swifts (Strizhi) with their smokey Mig-29s, took part 
to the Chinese airshow. 
Especially the two Russian teams were very appreciated from the public for their 
numerous flight exhibitions (until two display sessions per day) and because they per-
formed different aerobatic figures in every display. Also Pakistan Air Force sent three 
FJ-17 Thunder/Xiaolong fighters. 
Other two interesting subjects which drew the attention of the attendees were the 
new Chinese stealth fighter, the J-20, which made some fly over only during the 
opening ceremony, and the new Y-20, a four-engined transport aircraft which recen-
tly entered into service with the Chinese Air Force. Also the Y-20  made some flight 
displays, but only during the first three days of the show. 
This latest edition of the China Airshow  set the record for the number of foreign 
military aircraft, and not, which took off during the days of the show.
In addition to this wide military display, also civil aviation shocased the latest pro-
ducts of the industry like the Airbus A350 XWB, the Boeing B787-9 Dreamliner, the 
Gulfstream G650ER, the Sukhoi SSJ-100 and  the Bombardier CS300. Some of these 
aircraft made also flight displays but during the not opened to public days.
An important note for the particularity of the subject should be given to the official 
presentation of the new AVIC gigantic seaplane which, for the occasion, has been 
assembled directly in the hangars in Zhuhai and which has yet to make the first test 
flight. 
In conclusion, the 11th China International Airshow in Zhuhai saw an increase of mi-
litary trade delegations and a strong improvement of the business environment, laying 
the foundation for a further growth in future editions. If this trend of growth will be 
followed from a futher increase of the number of participating aircraft, this Airshow 
could aspire to climb positions in the list of the “Top Five” airshows and become a 
worldwide economic driver.
The last thought goes to Capt. Yu Xu, first woman in the Chinese acrobatic team, died 
a few days after the show in an accident occurred during a training flight. We were 
able to see her in action on board of her J-10 in Zhuhai and really appreciated her 
skylls and her dedition.

Russia - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-29

AVIC
AG300

Yamal Airlines
Sukhoi SSJ-100-95-LR-100 Superjet 100 (RRJ-
95LR)

China - Air Force
H-6k

10   Spotters Magazine



Pakistan - Air Force
Pakistan JF-17 Thunder

China - Air Force
Shaanxi Y-8/KJ500

China - Air Force
Chengdu J-10B
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China - Air Force
Shaanxi Y-9
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China - Air Force Chengdu J-10AS
Hawk RAF Red Arrows

14   Spotters Magazine



Spotters Magazine    15



China - Army
Changhe WZ-10

China - Air Force
Chengdu J-10AY
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China - Air Force
Chengdu J-10B

China - Air Force
H-6k
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China - Air Force
H-6k

China Aviation Industry Corporation-AVIC
AVIC AG600
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China - Air Force
Xian Y-20

China - Air Force
Shaanxi Y-9

Reignwood Asia Aviation
De Havilland Canada DHC-6-400 Twin Otter
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Pakistan - Air Force
Pakistan JF-17 Thunder
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Russia - Air Force
Sukhoi Su-27
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China - Air Force
Chengdu J-10AY

Russia - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-29

UK - Air Force
British Aerospace Hawk T1
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China - Air Force
Chengdu J-10AY

Russia - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-29 and Sukhoy Su-27
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gear

FUJIFILM X-T20 - Quality on Every Shot

fujifilm.com

Introducing the Mirrorless Digital Camera “FUJIFILM X-T20” with a 24.3 megapixel 
sensor New image processor delivering high speed AF, fast start-up and 4K video with 
Film Simulation modes.
FUJIFILM Corporation will launch the compact and lightweight FUJIFILM 
X-T20 in February 2017, complete with APS-C sized 24.3MP X-TransTM 
CMOS III1 sensor and X-Processor Pro image processing engine. The updated 
sensor and processor, along with a reworked AF algorithm, boost the camera’s star-
tup time and AF performance, dramatically improving its ability to track moving 
subjects, while the tilting touchscreen LCD monitor enables users to shoot from a 
variety of angles with ease. The X-T20 also has enhanced video functionality and 
is capable of capturing 4K movies with Fujifilm’s popular Film Simulation modes. 
Staying true to the X Series functional design ethos, the X-T20 also combines an 
SLR-style viewfinder and dial-based operation.

Key features on the FUJIFILM X-T20
Compact, lightweight body ideal for stills and video use

Taking the body styling from the highly-regarded FUJIFILM X-T10, the 
X-T20 adds a Video option to the Drive Dial to enable instantaneous switching 
from still photo shooting to the video recording mode. The Exposure Compen-
sation Dial now has the C position for exposure compensation up to ±5 stops, 
while the LCD monitor uses a tilting touchscreen panel for intuitive operation 
at almost any angle. The X-T20 is also equipped with an Auto mode selector 
lever for selecting the fully-automatic Advanced SR Auto mode where the ca-
mera chooses the optimum settings for a given scene.
24.3 megapixel APS-C sized X-TransTM CMOS III sensor and X-Processor 
Pro image processing engine for outstanding image quality and high-speed re-
sponse

The X-T20 features the new ACROS Film Simulation mode, while the larger 
phase detection AF area and updated algorithm deliver an ultra-fast AF speed 
of 0.06sec.2. The X-T20 also offers 5.0fps live-view shooting, a quick start-up 
time of 0.4sec.3, shutter time lag of 0.050sec. and shooting interval of 0.25sec.4.

AF-C Custom Settings for moving subjects
The X-T20 features AF-C Custom Settings where you can choose from five 
AF-C presets according to the way your chosen subject is moving. The AF al-
gorithm has been revised for improved accuracy, resulting in a dramatic impro-
vement when tracking a moving subject in the AF-C mode.

High resolution and high definition 4K video recording
The X-T20 is capable of recording both Full HD and 4K video using the X Se-
ries’ famous Film Simulation effects. You can output recorded video to an exter-
nal monitor via the HDMI port and input audio from an external microphone.

24 high-performance FUJINON X-mount lenses for ultimate versatility
The XF lens line-up now features 24 lenses after announcement of the FUJI-
NON XF50mm F2 R WR. The very latest digital technologies have been used 
to develop X-mount lenses, which offer high-precision optical designs to deli-
ver the highest possible image quality.The current line-up of lenses ranges from 
ultra wide-angle to super-telephoto and includes five fast aperture prime lenses. 
These lenses bring out the very best image quality from the X-T20. Optional 
accessories such as mount adapters and macro extension tubes further broaden 
photographic potential
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Spotters e-Magazine launch_ sweatshirt

Hooded zip, 80% cotton and 20% 
polyester, 
Brand: Spreadshirt

The Collection Spreadshirt stands 
for excellent printing results provide 
high quality products guaranteed. 
The wide variety of sizes allows us 
to offer the ideal garment to all: men 
and women, young and old. 
Our premium sweatshirt with hood 
combines the sporty styling of this 
jacket with practical details and 
unparalleled comfort.
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#basevisit

a trip to...
Swidwin and MalborK AB

by Alistair Zammit
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Poland - Air Force
Sukhoi Su-22M4
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On the first day of the tour, we went to visit Malbork, home 
to the Mig-29s of the Polish Air force. After reaching the 
main gate at Malbork polish personnel escorted us to show 
us their historic selection of former polish air force aircraft 
present in one of the hangars including an Su-22, TS-11 
iskra, I-22, mig-21 and lim-2.
Following the exhibition of the historical section, it was 
agreed with polish air force personnel to tow out one sin-
gle seat Mig-29 from a maintenance hangar in order to be 
able to take pictures from all angles. The autumn leaves gave 
some interesting opportunities to take some very nice ima-
ges. 
Later on, we were given the opportunity to take photo-
graphs of the other Mig-29s present in the hangar. All in all 
we saw 8 mig-29s resting in the hangars ready for flying. We 
later visited all the gate guards present at the base. Similarly 
to Swidwin, there was no flying on that day due to poor 
weather conditions. However, despite the weather, it was a 
great visit to two polish air force bases that rarely provide 
access for foreign spotters!
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Poland - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-29A
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Poland - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-29A
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Poland - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-29A
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Swidwin is home to the 40th aviation squadron of Polish 
Air Force’s flying the Su-22 fitter. I was given the oppor-
tunity to attend a base visit to this polish air force base in 
order to view the operations of the squadron and view the 
newly upgraded fitters in the new two tone grey camou-
flage scheme. 
Via the well known Polish roads we arrived on time at 
the base. We were able to photograph the aircraft in the 
maintenance hangars that were being prepared for flights. 
There were 3 fitters inside the hangars and the mechanics 
allowed us to take photos from any location we liked, in-
cluding from above, much to my joy.Later on we went on 
the flight-line to capture an Su-22 basking in the sun that 
was being prepared for takeoff.
In addition, we also managed to photograph some preser-
ved Su-22s on the base.We also managed to photograph a 
W-3 used for light attack and sear and rescue on the base. 
The W-3 was also being prepared for flight and in fact 
it performed a training flight on the base for around 20 
minutes.
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Poland - Air Force
Sukhoi Su-22M4
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Poland - Air Force
Sukhoi Su-22M4
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Poland - Air Force
PZL-Swidnik W-3RL Sokol
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FIRE UP YOUR CREATIVE SPIRIT WITH THE ALL-NEW, 
CONSTANTLY-CONNECTED D5600
Nikon extends its range of SnapBridge-compatible cameras with 
the D5600, an inspiring DX-format DSLR for people who want 
to explore the creative world of photography. Whether it’s shadow 
play when the sun’s high, or movies shot from intriguing angles, the 
new Nikon D5600 is a camera that gives power to fresh ideas. Image 
quality is everything and the D5600’s large 24.2 megapixel DX-for-
mat image sensor sharply captures fine textures and renders photos 
and movies with superbly crisp detail. An ISO range of 100-25600, 
and an expanded ISO sensitivity of 6400 in Night Landscape mode, 
ensures low-light scenes and difficult lighting situations are handled 
with ease. 
Thanks to Nikon’s SnapBridge, users can automatically sync photos 
to a smart device, as they shoot, and then share the inspiring results 
right there in the moment. With the D5600, SnapBridge also makes 
it possible to use the connected smart device to shoot remotely via 
the camera’s built-in Wi-Fi® capability. During viewfinder shoo-
ting, the refined touch Fn function offers an intuitive alternative to 
using the command dial or multi-selector: now photographers can 
operate the Auto Sensitivity control, as well as selecting the focus 
point or adjusting other important settings, via the large touchscre-
en. And a frame advance bar, inherited from Nikon’s professional 
D5 and D500 cameras, makes it possible to quickly scroll through 
images in playback mode. For movie shooters, the new Time-Lapse 
Movie function (inherited from Nikon’s high-end DSLRs) makes it 
simple to transform slow-moving scenes into dramatic high-speed 
sequences.

Simon Iddon, Head of Product Management, Nikon UK, says: “The 
D5600 is perfect for enthusiastic photographers looking to step away 
from their smartphones and upgrade their pictures. The vari-angle 
touchscreen display and optical viewfinder allow complete creati-
ve freedom to capture images from your own unique perspective. 
Nikon’s stunning image technology make every photo worth sha-
ring and SnapBridge makes it easy to do so. The D5600 is the ideal 
choice for new photographers looking to step up their game.”

SUMMARY OF KEY FEATURES

- Nikon D-SLR image quality: the large 24.2 megapixel DX-format 
sensor, wide ISO range of 100-25600, and EXPEED 4 image-pro-
cessing engine combine to deliver stunning images and incredible 
detail—even in low light.
- SnapBridge: Utilises Bluetooth® low energy technology to let the 
D5600 maintain a constant, low-power link with a smartphone or 
tablet. Sync and share D-SLR quality images on the go via the Blue-
tooth connection. Easily transfer movies, or use a smart device to 
shoot remotely via the camera’s built-in Wi-Fi capability.
- Vari-angle touchscreen: large 8.1 cm (3.2 in) LCD with wide 
viewing-angle and high 1,037k-dot resolution.
- Optical viewfinder: approx. 95% frame coverage with approx. 
0.82x magnification
- AF precision: miss nothing thanks to the razor-sharp 39-point 
autofocus system with nine cross-type sensors in the centre, and up 
to 5 fps continuous shooting.
- Movies worth sharing: record smooth, finely-detailed Full HD 
video clips at frame rates of up to 50p/60p.
- Travel ready: body weighs just 415 g (approximately) and boasts a 
deep grip for a stable, exceptionally comfortable hold.
- Expandable system: compatible with a wide range of NIKKOR 
lenses and Nikon Speedlights, as well as Nikon’s ME-1 stereo micro-
phone and the ME-W1 Wireless Microphone.
- Kits: the D5600 comes with multiple kit options. The exceptio-
nally versatile double zoom VR lens kit is great for everything from 
unique travel photos to distant action. Includes the D5600 camera, 
the AF-P DX NIKKOR 18-55mm VR wide-angle zoom lens, and 
the AF-P DX NIKKOR 70-300mm VR telephoto zoom lens. AF-P 
NIKKOR lenses make a perfect choice for movie shooters as these 
lenses focus quickly and quietly, enabling smooth video footage with 
practically no drive noise.
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“Close Encounters”
by George Karavantos

Planespotting from the ground is definitely one of 
the best hobbies ever, but Planespotting from the air 
is ever better! 
Our new contributor George Karavantos, is an airline 
pilot and works with Aegean Airlines, the main air 
carrier of Greece. 
During the past two years, Aegean Airlines, has 
participated in joint exercises with the HAF, where 
fighter pilots had the opportunity to simulate “Rene-
gade” scenarios, under which an unidentified civil 
aircraft was entering the Hellenic Airspace and had 
to be intercepted. 
But even in this kind of exercises there is always the 
fun part. Especially if you are a Planespotter.
 
So here are some pictures of the latest Hellenic Vipers, 
F-16 C/D Block 52+ Advanced, the most modern 
F-16s in Europe under close encounter. Enjoy!’ 

44   Spotters Magazine



Spotters Magazine    45



46   Spotters Magazine



Spotters Magazine    47



48   Spotters Magazine



Spotters Magazine    49



#accessories

NIKON ADDS TWO NEW ACTION CAMERAS TO ITS 
KEYMISSION ACTION CAMERA SERIES

The KeyMission series of action and wearable cameras, designed to help users 
share their missions, from the everyday to the extreme, and the stories behind 
them. Earlier this year, Nikon announced the KeyMission 360 – a tough, 
wearable action camera capable of recording true 360° video in 4K UHD. 
Today, Nikon unveils two more cameras in its action series, the KeyMission 170 
and KeyMission 80. The shockproof and waterproof KeyMission 170 captures 
dynamic 170° wide-angle 4K UHD videos and vivid images. With intuitive 
interfaces and simple controls, even first-time action camera users can record 
their personal missions effortlessly. Versatile shooting modes like Slow Motion, 
Superlapse movie and Time-lapse movie are available for creating dramatic 
scenes for any adventure. 
The ultra-slim KeyMission 80 is a tough, wearable camera designed for the 
quick shooting of stills and movies, enabling users to record every moment 
of their experiences as it happens. Featuring an exclusively-designed small 
NIKKOR lens for high quality images, it is also equipped with a second camera 
with 4.9 million effective pixels, and an LCD viewing monitor for easy selfies. 
KeyMission 360 and KeyMission 170 support the SnapBridge 360/170 app, 
which enables the camera’s remote shooting, and movie editing. KeyMission 80 
supports the SnapBridge app, allowing the camera to be constantly connected to 
a smart device and automatically transfer photos. With SnapBridge connectivity, 
users can now transfer and share their adventures online easily.  
Nikon has also introduced a wide range of optional mounts and accessories. For 
hands-free shooting, Vented Helmet Strap Mounts, Chest Mounts and Surfbo-
ard Mounts ensure every moment is captured. Handy Grips prevent the user’s 
body from being caught in the frame during handheld shooting. These versatile 
mounts and accessories will take the cameras through the toughest roads and 
scale the highest peaks.   
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Epson launches proofing, photography and fine art printer with 
outstanding colour accuracy

The SureColor SC-P5000 is capable of precise colour matching of up 
to 99% of Pantone Solid Coated Colours
Epson announces the launch of the SureColor SC-P5000 17-inch 
printer. Designed for proofing, fine art and photography applications, 
the SC-P5000 can be selected with a violet or LLK inkset, and can 
achieve near-perfect colour matching of up to 99% of Pantone Solid 
Coated Colours.
The SureColor SC-P5000 has been designed to replace the popular 
Stylus Pro 4900 and to complete the SureColor range with HDX 
ink, which also includes the SC-P7000 (24-inch) and SC-P9000 (44-
inch). It’s available in two options, one with an inkset including violet 
for pre-press proofing by advertisers, manufacturers and designers, to 
ensure accurate packaging, marketing materials and corporate co-
lours; the other features an LLK inkset, and is aimed at professional 
photographers and fine artists who wish to reproduce the detail, co-
lours and contrast of their original artwork perfectly.
Boris Creischer, product manager, Epson Europe, says, “It doesn’t 
matter whether users are product designers, artists or photographers, 
they all want one thing – colour accuracy. With the new SC-P5000, 
colours are so precise that you can print in complete confidence, 
knowing the exact colour you want will be perfectly reproduced in 
the finished print. And you don’t even need to be an expert to get 
these results – the SC-P5000 is extremely simple to set up and use, 
and offers outstanding reliability.”
The SC-P5000 has an array of newly developed or enhanced features 
to ensure reliable day-to-day operation and minimise maintenance. 
These include new covers and seals to limit dust intrusion, an impro-
ved automatic nozzle check, and a guided cleaning procedure.
Colour accuracy is matched only by print quality in the SC-P5000, 

which uses Epson’s advanced printhead technology to make high-
resolution, long-lasting prints. 3.5pl droplet size and 2880x1440dpi 
resolution ensure crisp, detailed results, while Ultrachrome HDX inks 
offer much improved lightfastness. The SC-P5000 fits seamlessly into 
any proofing workflow, and is capable of automated proof checking 
with the SpectroProofer installed. The new printer is supported by all 
major RIP and software vendors.  

Sony launches the World’s Fastest 
SD card, the SF-G series

Sony has applied years of experience in professional 
media to expand the current high performance me-
mory card line up with an ultra-fast speed model that 
will maximise your camera performance. Introducing 
the world’s fastest SD card, the SF-G series is the per-
fect accompaniment for your high-performance DSLR 
or mirrorlesscamera, offering up to 299MB/sii write 
speeds, contributing tolonger high-speed continuous 
burst mode shooting for high-resolution images with 
cameras supporting UHS-II.
Available in 32GB, 64GB or 128GB storage capacity, 
this memory card’s blazing-fast write speed also allows 
for a shorter buffer clearing time, making sure you will 
never miss those life-changing moments or shots.
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active base in the USA, as it offers large open areas for training, having 
dedicated airspaces to practice and perfect weather all year round, de-
spite the summer heat.
At the time of our visit at Yuma is based:
•	 VMFA-211:	Marine	Fighter	Attack	Squadron,	United	Sta-
tes Marine Corps (Nickname: Wake Island Avengers), it was the se-
cond fleet squadron in the Marine Corps to operate the F-35B.
•	 VMFA-121:	Marine	Fighter	Attack	Squadron,	United	Sta-
tes Marine Corps (Nickname Green Knights), since 20th November 
of 2012  has become the first operational F-35B squadron in the Ma-
rine Corps Operating Forces and the first operational F-35 squadron 
in any service. Since January 2017 VMFA is permanently relocated to 
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni (Japan), making the first forward 
deployed permanent F-35B squadron.
•	 VMA-311:	Marine	Corps	Attack	Squadron,	United	States	
Marine Corps (Nickname: Tomcats) flying the AV-8B Harrier II;
•	 VMA-214:	 Fighter	 Squadron	 of	 United	 States	 Marine	
Corps (Nickname Blacksheep) flying the AV-8B Harrier II;
•	 VMFT-401:	 Reserve	 Fighter	 Squadron	 of	 United	 States	
Marine Corps (Nickname: Snipers) flying the F-5N Tiger II as ag-

From the first days of 2016 we decided to spend our summer holidays 
in the South West of the United States of America. We choose Los 
Angeles as begin and end of our trip, because it allowed us to have the 
best rates and flight schedules from Italy. We have 10 days to spend, 
we choose the SW of the USA because between California, Nevada 
and Arizona there is a high concentration of military bases, however 
the distances between the various bases are significant. Our adventure 
begins with the arrival at Los Angeles airport in the afternoon of 9th 
August. We spend the first full day available photographing civilian ai-
rcraft that populate the airport of Los Angeles and just after the  sunset 
of 10th of August we start to travel away from Los Angeles. 
Our planning allows us to make a choice on the various bases to 
visit and we will move by car, we don’t book any hotel before, we 
decide where to go day by day, although a possible route is already 
in our mind, but we are open to all, to deviations if it arrives news of 
deployments or closure of some base. Thus begins our night journey 
south to San Diego and then east toward Yuma, on the border betwe-
en California and Arizona, not far from Mexico.
At Yuma there is an airport that hold the Marine Corps Air Station 
(MCAS), which is the home of multiple squadron and one of the most 

A trip to Yuma

by Fabrizio Capenti & Marco Papa
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gressor role, it’s the only adversary squadron in the Marine Corps. 
Unfortunately they weren’t at Yuma.
Bright and early we are awake and ready around the perimeter of the 
airport, and do not wait long before it takes off a pair of F-35B of 
VMFA-211 (second fleet squadron in the Marine Corps to operate 
the F-35B Lightning II as their primary aircraft) around 8:30, the pro-
logue of a day that will prove very interesting. Shortly after the return 
of the first pair of Lighting, it took off a Harrier of VMA-311 for a 
mission that last about one hour followed by a couple of touch and 
go, then another pair of F-35 of the same squadron took off and then 
make a couple of instructional approaches, including one in VTOL 
configuration giving proof of their noise. 
In the middle of the morning took off the third prototype of Boeing 
737-800 MAX for a short flight, it’s based here during the summer to 
test the machine with high temperatures.
From midday onwards around was a succession of take-offs of Harrier 
and F-35, often with the same machines of previous missions, but that 
did not allow us certainly get bored, especially because the quality of 
the light and therefore the shots it was steadily improving as the sun 
was spinning with better angle. 

An highlight in the mid-afternoon is a KC-130J of VMGR-152 Su-
mos based to MCAS Iwakuni, it has come to make several touch 
and go until sunset. But the surprises were far from over, as a quick 
look on FlightRadar24 app show to us an aircraft with an american 
registration with a speed of jet and coming from NAS Point Mugu 
CA, it descents near Yuma. A quick search on the web and it turns 
out that it is a pair of IAI Kfir ATAC, a California company that is 
dedicated to providing aggressors to the pilots of the USAF, Navy 
and Marines that they can practice in the dogfight. Still elated by this 
stroke of luck, we notice a similar track, coming from the same de-
stination, which turns out to be a pair of Hawker Hunter ATAC also 
after having orbited near the base for half an hour turned out in final 
for runway 21L. At the end of this excellent day another Hercules, 
this time of VMGR-352 “Raiders” lands with the light of low late 
afternoon giving us a final satisfaction and despite the absence of F-5 
aggressors, the day spent at Yuma it was great. It is indeed time to go 
back in the car and heading to our next destination ...

ATAC - Airborne Tactical Advantage Company
Israel Aircraft Industries Kfir C2
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US Marines 168838 CF-02 F-35B VMFA-211 
Wake Island Avenger
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US Marines 165429 
WE-06 AV-8B+ VMA-214 Blacksheep

US Marines 166763 QD-763 KC-130J VMGR-152 Sumos
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US Marines 169165 VK-01 F-35B VMFA-121 Green Knights

US Marines 164148 WL-23 AV-8B VMA-311 Tomcats

ATAC - Airborne Tactical Advantage Company
Hawker Hunter F58
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US Marines 165585 WE-03 AV-8B+ VMA-214 Blacksheep
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Boeing Company N8703J B737-8 MAX 3rd Flight test aircraft

US Marines 169165 VK-01 F-35B VMFA-121 Green Knights
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US Marines 169025 CF-07 F35B VMFA-211 Wake Island Avenger

US Marines 164128 WL-24 AV-8B VMA-311 Tomcats

US Marines 169167 VK-03 F-35B VMFA-121 Green Knights

US Marines 165427 WE-05 AV-8B+ VMA-214 Blacksheep
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US Marines 169167 VK-03 F-35B VMFA-121 Green Knights
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gear

Epson’s Expression Premium range updated 
and expanded with compact A3 model

Building on the success of its popular range of all-in-one printers, the 
Expression Premium models XP-640 and XP-645 have been upda-
ted, plus the series has been expanded with the addition of a new A3 
printing model1 - the XP-900. Stylish and compact, these versati-
le all-in-one models combine printing, scanning and copy facilities 
in one unit – ideal for modern homes. And with a host of mobile 
printing options, it’s easy to produce glossy photos and crisp, clear 
documents from almost anywhere in the home, or even the world2.
The new XP-900 offers A3 printing in a footprint similar to that of 
an A4 model. In modern homes space can often be limited, so this 
compact design means that even more customers will be able to take 
advantage of A3 printing.
Busy households and aspiring photographers can take the fuss and 
expense out of printing photos with a printer that can produce 
better-than-lab-quality photographs at home, and on demand. The 
Expression Premium range uses Claria Premium Inks, which are re-
nowned for producing outstanding, glossy photos with sharp detail, 
deep blacks and rich, vibrant colours. Its five inks can be individually 
replaced as and when a particular colour runs out, making it econo-
mical. They’re also designed to handle printing documents expertly 
too, providing the complete package.
The Expression Premium models’ connectivity features provide even 
more freedom for users. There’s no need to be deskbound; Wi-Fi en-
sures it’s easy to print and scan from around the home and Wi-Fi 
Direct makes it possible to print without a wireless network. There’s 
also the free downloadable apps that form Epson Connect2. It’s easy 
to print and scan wirelessly from a smartphone or tablet around the 
home using the free iPrint2 app. And for those that are out and about, 
Epson Email Print2 lets users email documents and photos directly to 

the printer from almost anywhere in the world. Meanwhile, imagi-
native users can tap into the free Creative Print2 app to print photos 
directly from Facebook, create custom greeting cards, turn photos 
into colouring book templates, and plenty more.
The models are packed with user-friendly functions including dou-
ble-sided printing, a LCD screen for easy navigation, a front-loading 
paper tray and a memory card slot to make it easy to print photos 
without a PC. Additionally, the XP-640, XP-645 and XP-900 are 
capable of printing on suitable CDs and DVDs, plus the XP-900 fea-
tures a rear speciality media feed for printing thicker paper up to A3.
Mohamed Musa, Product Manager, Epson Europe, says: “We’re con-
stantly assessing our product ranges to ensure they deliver to our cu-
stomers needs. The XP-900 will provide even more choice in our Ex-
pression Premium range, giving users the option to print A3 photos 
and documents at home, even when space is limited.”

SIGMA 100-400mm F5-6.3 DG OS HSM
The Sigma 100-400mm 5-6.3 DG HSM OS Contem-
porary is a state-of-the-art telephoto zoom that brings 
a new level of portability and quality to the super te-
lephoto market. Touting Sigma’s Optical Stabilizer 
(OS), the Sigma 100-400mm 5-6.3 Contemporary is 
highly compact and lightweight compared to similar 
products on the market. A push/pull zooming function 
and a new Hyper Sonic Motor (HSM) allow for a more 
responsive approach to photography while a 1:3.8 ma-
cro feature can be utilized from up close or from a fur-
ther distance. Like each and every Global Vision Lens, 
the Sigma 100-400mm Contemporary Art is handcraf-
ted at our single factory in Aizu, Japan and undergoes 
individual evaluation before leaving Sigma’s facility.
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Croatian Air Force’s 
25th Anniversary
by  Davide Olivati – Mirco Bonato – Stefano Polato
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Croatia - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-21bisD
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Air Forces’ anniversaries are always interesting events, and if you con-
sider the average age of the various aviations, there is a lot of historic 
stuff to see, which is always good. But it is not our case, we are going 
to Zagreb for the 25th anniversary of the Croatian Air Force.

Only 25 years make Croatian Air Force a very young institution, but 
we don’t forget that this country was born after the well-known vi-
cissitudes which involved Balcans in almost recent years.
Croatian Air Force born from the ashes, could be just the case to say, 
of various units belonging to the former Yugoslavian Armed Forces 
and survived the destructions made during the opponents’ retreat at 
the end of the war.
Some planes are “left” thanks to some pilots who have taken refuge in 
some neighboring countries.

Currentlty the Hrvatsko ratno zrakoplovstvo i protuzračna obrana 
(HRZ i PZO) has fixed wing componend composed of a undefined 
number of  MIG21 Fishbed fighters, around twenty Pilatus PC9M 
trainers used also for the aerobatic team, six Air Tractor AT-802s and 
six Canadair CL-415s for firefighting tasks. In addition to these ai-
rcraft, there are also some other small prop aicraft used for training 
purposes. 
Also helicopters are a primary component of the Croatian Air Force’s 
fleet with around twenty MI-8s and e MI-17s, six Bell 206 and a 
batch of new Bell OH-58D (built from 2010 till 2012).

Our destination is Pleso Air Base, adjacent to Zagreb Airport, and the 
most important air force base in Croatia.
The 25th Anniversary celebration program foresaw two days of ce-
remonies: the first day  (friday) dedicated to formal celebrations with 
VIP, politicians, military officers, the second one (Saturday) instead 
was an open day for the public, the medias and, of course, the spotters.

We decided to go in Croatia for the second day, even if the base would 
remain open for a few hours. We arrived at the entrance enough in 
advance than the opening hour for public (10.00) and the weather 
wasn’t reassuring, despite predictions of a beautiful sun we were sur-
rounded by a fog that enveloped everything in one gray shade.
The staff at the entrance was very kind, allowing us to enter in the 
base and go to the refection point where we met the press officer who, 
very kindly, gave us the 25th Anniversary commemorative brooch.

As soon the gates, and also the sky, were open all the spotters imme-
diately started to take the pictures in order to photograph without too 
much crowding around the aircraft. Two MiG 21s were positioned at 
the entrance of the static display in which we could see also a Zlin, a 
Bell 206, an Air Tractor and finally a Canadair CL415. In the opposite 
side of the apron there were two Antonov AN32 and one of them was 
open also for a tour inside the cockpit.
A small string delimited the accessible part of the apron from the 
one where there was the aerobatic patrol with Pilatus aircraft and the 
MiG 21s.
Far away we saw the two QRA (Quick Reaction Alert) aircraft and 
the special colors MiG 21 (the one with red and white checks) which 
would have been the only aircraft to fly during the day.

Unfortunately the fog, which gave respite just above the square, was 
pretty thick all around the base and the MiG 21’s flight could be can-
celed for safety reasons.
We replaced the lenses mounting our zooms in order to get some 
shots of the flight line which was closed to visitors.
The rumors about a new “special colors” aircraft painted for this an-
niversary were confirmed when we saw another MiG 21 being towed 
from a big hangar: on the right face of the tail there was a big “25”. 
We expected something more, but we must content ourselves with 
this simple celebratory livery. Once on the apron, the aircraft was 
parked with the right side (che only one with the special marking) 

in backlight, so all we spotters asked the airbase staff to move it in 
order to allow us to get some photos of the special colors side with 
better light conditions, but at first we didn’t get any results. After a few 
time other photographers asked again and finally the chief of the base 
agreed that the aircraft would be repositioned asking us what woud 
be the better position! Needless to say that it remained clean (with 
no people around) just a few seconds, they were but enough to let us 
to take our photos.

Hoping to see the MiG in the air, we looked around and we took 
advantage of some planes and helicopters on display on the lawn of 
the base. Their conditions were not the best, unfortunately staying 
outdoors did not help the perfect preservation, but this is the reality 
in too many bases.

As daid, because of the fog the flight program was deleted, and then 
the day ended slightly ahead. Almost all the public quickly started 
to leave the apron, except the spotters of course! We didn’t want to 
pass up the opportunity to photograph the aircraft on display wi-
thout cords, columns or other impediments. And only after having 
“x-rayed” all the aircraft we finally left the base.
It was definitely a perfect day, even if passed very quickly. Just the 
time to say goodbye and thanks to the many friends and to all the 
kind military personnel of the base, and we left Zagreb, starting a long 
journey back to home...

Davide Olivati – Mirco Bonato – Stefano Polato

Croatia - Air Force
Air Tractor AT-802AF Fire Boss

Croatia - Air Force
Bell 206B-3 JetRanger III
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Croatia - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-21bisD

Croatia - Air Force
Mil Mi-8MTV-1

Croatia - Air Force
Antonov An-32B

Croatia - Air Force
Bombardier CL-415 (CL-215-6B11)

Croatia - Air Force
Zlin Z-242L
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Croatia - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-21UMD
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Croatia - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-21bisD
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Croatia - Air Force
Antonov An-32B

Croatia - Air Force
Bombardier CL-415 (CL-215-6B11)
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Croatia - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-21bisD

Croatia - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-21UM

Croatia - Air Force
Mil Mi-24V

Croatia - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-21US
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Croatia - Air Force
Pilatus PC-9M
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We (eight Italian friends and spotters) leave Milan, Italy, 
at five o’clock in a cold January morning. Destination: 
Sion Airport in Switzerland, to take some photos of the 
Swiss Air Force planes patrolling the swiss airspace du-
ring the World Economic Forum in Davos. After a three 
hours trip, including a climb to the Simplon Pass (2006 
meters asl), the Sion valley welcomes us with a thin layer 
of snow and a -10°C temperature. A coffee at the air base 
restaurant and we start taking photos arount the airport, 
as the sun begins to warm up tha cameras and lenses and 
the groups of spotters coming from several countries. Se-
quences of takes off and landings of F/A-18 and F-5E, 
and some civilians airplanes and helicopters, fill up our 
memory cards until sunset, when it is time to return to 
Italy, a little frozen but happy after a great day. Thanks 
to my friends Fabio “Locusta” Tognolo, Andrea “Skipper” 
Spagna, Stefano Frezzotti, Giancarlo Vecchi, Pierandrea 
Comolli, Pierpaolo Lazzarin and Alessandro Fucito for 
sharing this experience, and thanks to Swiss Air Force for 
giving us the opportunity to take photos without any re-
striction.

Destination Sion!
by Roberto Resnigo
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#report#Spotting-guide

Malta International Airport 
Spotting Guide
by Ray Biagio Pace
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Air Malta
Airbus A320-214
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Malta International Airport is easily accessible by car or public transport 
and is a haven for local and foreign spotters everyday of the year but pre-
sence of Spotters increases when a rare type of aircraft, new registration or 
new colours are about to arrive and / or depart to/from Malta.

The main Runway is RWY13/31 whilst the secondary Runway is 05/23.   
The airport terminal building which was inaugurated in February 1992 
is to the left of RWY 13/31. Within the airport boundary one finds the 
Lufthansa Technik, the SR Technics, Medavia and MCM maintenance 
facilities - servicing hundreds of aircraft yearly.  In the coming weeks, the 
Aircraft Cosmetics hangar will start operating from the SAFI Aviation 
Park, bringing wide-bodied and narrow bodied aircraft for new liveries.  
One also finds many local flying schools which are a hype of activity all 
year round.  If you are a Bizjets fan, then you will be spoilt for choice as a 
considerable number of these aircraft arrive and depart daily.  Malta Inter-
national Airport is also a stop-over for various Military aircraft, either for 
resting of crew or night stops when on delivery or for training purposes.

The Malta International Airshow is held annually on the last weekend 
of September at Park 4 and has become an Internationally recognised 
Airshow, organised by the volunteers from the Malta Aviation Society. 

There are various spotting locations along the airport perimeter, all easily 
accessible by car or on foot. The recently opened airport terrace is like 
all other airport terraces - surrounded by high glass, making it difficult 
to snap pictures and videos without glare.  It is definitely a morning spot 
as by mid-day, the sun would be directly opposite.  For morning RWY 
31 arrivals/departures and RWY 13 departures, one should go to the left 
of the VIP lounge on the Hal Far road, where various spotting holes are 
available along the taxiway and runway.  For Morning RWY 13 arrivals, 
one should go to the Park 2 end of the Runway leading to the Lufthansa 
Technik facility. 
For afternoon RWY 31 arrivals one should go to either the RWY 31 
threshold, where you can either snap pics from the road, or along the tou-
chdown since there is a low fence there. Another location for afternoon 
arrivals / departures is what is known as “Planka”, a platform just opposite 
the airport terminal. For afternoon RWY 13 arrivals, one should go to 
Park 3 side next to Lufthansa Technik or opposite the Old Airport termi-
nal. When aircraft are parked at Park 4, one can snap photos from along 
the fence through the spotting holes.

Foreign spotters are always welcome at our Spotting areas and it is always 
a pleasure to make new friends there.  Thus next time, book a flight to 
Malta and you will not be disappointed.

82   Spotters Magazine



Air Malta
Airbus A320-214

TUIfly
Boeing 737
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Thomas Cook Airlines
Airbus A330
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Emirates
Boeing 777-31H/ER
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Ryanair
Boeing 737-8AS

Air Malta
Airbus A320-214

CASA C-295MArik Air
Boeing 737-7BD
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Travel Service
Boeing 737

Thomas Cook Airlines
Boeing 767-31K/ER
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About Malta
Megaliths, medieval dungeons and Calypso’s Cave – The 
Maltese Islands are positively mythic. The narrow me-
andering streets of their towns and villages lead to the 
main square, which is invariably dominated by the huge 
baroque church. As the countryside is dotted with me-
dieval towers, wayside chapels and the oldest known hu-
man structures in the world, the Islands have rightly been 
described as an open-air museum.

The Maltese archipelago lies virtually at the centre of 
the Mediterranean, 93 km south of Sicily and 288 km 
north of Africa. The archipelago consists of three islands: 
Malta, Gozo and Comino with a total population of over 
400,000 inhabitants occupying an area of 316 square ki-
lometers.

Malta is the largest island and the cultural, commercial 
and administrative centre. Gozo is the second largest 
island and is more rural, characterised by fishing, tourism, 
crafts and agriculture. Comino, the smallest of the trio, 
has one hotel and is largely uninhabited. 

With superbly sunny weather, attractive beaches, a thri-
ving nightlife and 7,000 years of intriguing history, there 
is a great deal to see and do.

(source: www.visitmalta.com)

For more information about Malta www.visitmalta.com
all images are copyright “© viewingmalta.com”

Auberge de Castille

Malta National Aquarium St Agathas Catacombs

Harbour View Blue Lagoon

Diving

Palace Armoury VallettaBirgu
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AEGEAN AIR
AIR BALTIC
AIR FRANCE 
AIR MALTA
AIR SERBIA
ALITALIA 
BRUSSELS AIRLINES 
BRITISH AIRWAYS
EASYJET 
FINNAIR
FLYNIKI
JET2.COM
JET TIME
LUFTHANSA

LUXAIR
MALTAFLY
MONARCH
NORWEGIAN AIR SHUTTLE
RYANAIR
SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES
SWISS
THOMAS COOK
THOMSON
TRANSAERO
TRANSAVIA.COM
VUELING AIRLINES
WIZZAIR

Malta is reached from all major 
european airlines

For more information about flights to Malta www.maltairport.com

Blue Lagoon

Diving Food Display

Malta Aviation MuseumPalace Armoury Valletta
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Greek vipers
by George Karavantos
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Greece became one of the many operating countries of the successful 
F-16 when the Greek government in 1989 decided to acquire 40 
of these American fighters along with 40 Mirage 2000s in what was 
known at that time “The purchase of the Century”. Since then Gree-
ce has ordered many additional F-16s increasing the total number to 
170 aircraft, while every time was acquiring newer and more advan-
ced versions of them. Four different versions of the F-16C/D have 
been acquired throughout the years starting from the Block 30 mo-
ving up to the Block 52+ Advanced. 
Today the total number of F-16s on strength with the HAF is around 
155 aircraft, two-thirds of the total HAF’s fighter fleet. These aircraft 
have being distributed into seven squadrons in four different locations. 
The earlier jets are concentrated in Nea Anghialos AB with the 111 
CW (Combat Wing), consisting of 330 Squadron (Block 30), 341 
and 347 Squadron (Block 50). At Chania AB on the island of Crete, 
115 CW consisting of 340 and 343 Squadrons, which are equipped 
with the Block 52+ version. Block 52+ jets are also located at Larissa 
AB (110 CW, 337 Squadron) while the last batch of the most latest 
and more advanced ones are gathered at Araxos AB, equipping 335 
alongside with 336 Squadrons of 116 CW, the last operators of the 
A-7 Corsair II.
The first batch of Souda’s Vipers arrived in 2002. HAF was the first 
Air Force in the world to receive the Block 52+. 
The main only difference between Block 52+ and the older Block 
52 is the addition of the CFTs (conformal fuel tanks), while the main 
difference between Block 52 and the previously acquired Block 50 is 
the Block 52’s more powerful Pratt & Whitney F-100-PW-229, which 
delivers 29000lbs of thrust increasing maximum take-off weight. The 
P&W engine has longer and straight exhaust nozzle of carbon fiber, 
compared to the Block 50 General Electric F110-GE-129’s shorter 
and curved nozzle of titanium. 
All the Greek F-16s are equipped with the AN/APG-68 radar. The 
older Block 30 and 50 have the V(3) and V(7) versions respectively, 
while the later Block 52+ and 52+ Adv have the V(9). All are almost 

identical externally. 
The characteristic feature of all the two-seat F-16D Block 52+ and 
52+ Adv is the dorsal spine. All the electronics housed behind the 
cockpit on the single-seat version of the F-16C Block 52+ were mo-
ved to the top of the spine to make room for the second seat of the 
F-16D. The rear cockpit can be occupied by either a Weapon System 
Operator (WSO) or an Instructor Pilot (IP) and can be configured for 
each with a single switch in the cockpit.
The colour scheme of all the Greek F-16s is known as the “Aegean 
Ghost” scheme and is one of the most interesting in modern military 
aviation. This distinctive camouflage was tested for the first time on 
the Mirage F-1CG but was never used. It was also adopted on some 
F-5As for a short period of time just before their retirement, but it 
was extensively applied on all the F-4E Phantom IIs after their AUP 
upgrade. All the F-16s in Hellenic service wear this scheme but in this 
case a special coating has also been applied.
This new technology coating is called “Have Glass” and reduces the 
Radar Cross Section (RCS). The paint included in this Have Glass 
program is called Pacer Gem. Used on the later airframes (52+ and 
52+ Adv), this coating alters the appearance of the paint visually. It is 
very rough to the touch and contains shiny flakes, almost like metal 
flake paint.
On the F-16 Block 52+ Adv, the Have Glass III coating is much 
cleaner, but throught these years this Have Glass II coating on the 
F-16 Block 52+ has resulted in a distinctive grey and weathered ca-
mouflage. 
All Greek Fighting Falcons, apart from their distinctive “Ghost” ca-
mouflage, have a tail fin root extension for the drag parachute. 
Apart from the Block 30s, they all feature the AN/APX-113 IFF in-
terrogator antennas in front of their canopy. The Block 30s are the 
only Greek F-16s which have a intercept light on the starboard side 
of the fuselage, just below and in front of the canopy.
Souda’s Vipers have a horizontal squadron flash at the top of their tail 
fin, this squadron pattern is also used for the scarf that pilots wear!
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Colt Skyracer
The new-generation Breitling

The Colt by Breitling expresses its youthful, dynamic and winning 
spirit in a brand-new model dedicated to thrill-seekers, with an avant-
garde case in Breitlight® and an ultra-technical black look. Code 
name: Skyracer, like that of the plane flying under Breitling colors in 
the fabulous Red Bull Air Race.

High-performance, efficient, ultra-reliable: the Colt has retained from 
its military background all the qualities of an authentic instrument 
for professionals. Breitling is propelling it towards fresh heights by 
launching a state-of-the-art model combining reliable technical assets 
with an original design and an extremely reasonable price. Exactly 
what it takes to make the Colt a new all-comers champion.

A champion of lightness and sturdiness, with a 45 mm case in Breit-
light®. 3.3 times lighter than titanium and 5.8 times lighter than steel, 
yet significantly harder, this exclusive high-tech material is distingui-
shed by numerous qualities: exceptional resistance to scratches, trac-
tion and corrosion; anti-magnetic, anti-allergenic properties; as well as 
a warmer ‘touch’ than metal and a slightly mottled effect accentuating 
its originality.

A champion of precision, with a thermocompensated SuperQuartz™ 
movement, ten times more accurate than standard quartz and chro-
nometer-certified by the COSC (Swiss Official Chronometer Testing 
Institute).

A champion of legibility, with white luminescent hands and indica-
tions standing out against the black background, red accents remi-
niscent of instrument panels and a sapphire crystal glareproofed on 
both sides.

A champion of shock-resistance, with substantial reinforcements sur-
rounding the screw-locked, rubber-molded crown, and a protruding 
bezel gasket perfectly protecting the crystal.

Equipped with a rotating rider tab bezel serving to memorize ti-
mes and a dial with an additional 24-hour (military) scale, the Colt 
Skyracer (water-resistant to 100 m/330 ft) is also distinguished by its 
exclusive black rubber strap bearing various measurement scales that 
are useful to adventurers of all kinds: 1:25,000 and 1:50,000 scales on 
the 12 o’clock strap section, centimeters and inches on the 6 o’clock 
section. An ingenious removable fastening system enables the wearer 
to quickly and easily remove the section of their choice and use it as a 
measuring instrument, before refitting it just as smoothly.

Born for great feats, speed and challenges, the Colt Skyracer reflects 
the nature of the MXS-R Skyracer, the high-performance plane on 
the Breitling Racing Team flown by aerobatics rising star Mika Bra-
geot in the Red Bull Air Race World Championship.

A new generation destined to lead the field.
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MIKA BRAGEOT AND HIS “SKYRACER”: A FANTASTIC PAIR FOR 
THE BREITLING RACING TEAM
A newcomer in the Master Class category, young French pilot Mika 
Brageot is now flying the Breitling colors in the Red Bull Air Race 
at the helm of his high-performance “Skyracer” with its truly ex-
traordinary appearance. The new generation Breitling Racing Team.

After flying under the Breitling banner for eight seasons and win-
ning the Red Bull Air Race World Championship 2014 in particu-
lar, British ace Nigel Lamb has retired from competition. He will 
however not be leaving an empty seat behind him, as Frenchman 
Mika Brageot will now be heading the Breitling Racing Team.

The youngest pilot to have joined the French Aerobatics team, Mika 
Brageot (born 1987) swiftly climbed his way up the ranks of aero-
nautical competition at national, European and international levels. 
In 2014, he was selected for the Red Bull Air Race Challenger Cup 
and pulled off the amazing feat of winning it as early as his second 
season. In 2016, he was selected to inaugurate a new mentoring 
program as Nigel Lamb’s “protégé” which enabled him to become 
acquainted with the high-speed, low-altitude competition.

Trained by the best, Mika Brageot is also taking the controls of 
Nigel Lamb’s high-performance airplane that he already had op-
portunities to fly throughout 2016. But to mark this new start, the 
MXS-R re-named “Skyracer” has been completely repainted with 
an original, daring, military-inspired design that creates as much of 
a surprise in the air as on the ground. It flaunts a style that is a blend 
of “vintage” and “hard-worn” aspects, with the fuselage and wings 
in rust color as if the plane – albeit in the vanguard of technology 
– required some serious restoration. An offbeat tip of the hat that 
is perfectly in sync with the Breitling spirit. The presence of a lar-
ge brand signature running across the plane from one wing to the 
other, together with an XXL winged logo under the wings, also 
ensures optimum visibility – in every position – during these com-
petitions that are amongst the most spectacular in the world.

Mika Brageot and his MXS-R “Skyracer”: two new stars set to 
shine in the Red Bull Air Race World Championship.
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LH’s A350 
trains @ Brescia
by PSC-PITI Spotter Club 

Last December Lufthansa received the Airbus A350-941 s/n 74, first 
of 25 aircraft ordered which will gradually replace the fleet of Airbus 
A340-600 currently in service. The first Lufthansa’s A350 XWB, 
registration D-AIXA, made her first flight on November 29, 2016 
and was delivered to the new owner on December 21 after a sober 
delivery ceremony.
After delivery the aircraft flew a number of training flights in Ger-
many, especially from Munich to Nurember, Leipzig and Hannover.
At the end of December, there were some rumors about the arrival 
in Italy of the new Lufthansa’s wide body for crew training,  indica-
ting as possible destinations Brescia and Venice airports.
According to this rumors, Brescia Montichiari Airport would be 
chosen for the nearness to Munich, but also because it offers a long 
runway and wide maneuvering areas and, last but not least, because 
it has very low traffic. 
On December 26, despite a press release had indicated Chalons-Va-
try Airport (France) as the destination of the test flights, the rumors 
of the previous days have proved to be accurate and D-AIXA flew 
southbound over the Alps towards Brescia Airport. 
Waiting for her in Italy there were about thirty spotters coming 
from all over North Italy. 
Once over Brescia, the aircraft started the test circuits, making 
various touch and go (12 in total), followed by a long pause in the 
apron for routine checks and a break for the crew. The tests conti-
nued until early afternoon, when the Airbus A350 completed the last 
take-off and put the bow eastbound heading to Venice, where she 
landed, made a taxi and took off to Munich.
The following December 28 D-AIXA returned to Brescia for the 
second training session. 
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