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A2A
by Frank Noort & 
Stephan van den Krommenacker 

Air to Air with the 
Slovenian Air Force

#report



Slovenia - Air Force
Pilatus PC-9M Hudournik
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AS-532 Cougar, Pilatus PC-6, Bell 412

14   Spotters Magazine

#report

In March 2013 Stephan van den Krommenacker and Frank Noort joined the 
Slovenian Air Force in two flights with the Bell 206 Jet Ranger. Goal of the 
mission was to take air to air pictures of almost the complete inventory of 
the SLAF which seems to be an easy job but it is a bit harder than it looks. In 
this article Stephan and Frank tell about their experiences from which you 
might benefit as well.

About the Slovenian Air Force
Slovenia is a young country which started to become independent in 1991.  
Since its break up from the Yugoslavian republic it has build a small but mo-
dern air force where two airbases Cerklje ob Krki and Ljubljana-Brnik are the 
places where all the aircraft and helicopters can be found.  At Cerklje ob Krki 
the Flight School has its home, equipped with four Bell 206’s,11 PC-9’s,two  
Zlin Z-143L and eight Zlin 242. 9 PC9M’s  can also be used in an attack role. 
They have hardpoints and are known as “Hudournik” . The other two PC-9’s 
are only used for training.  Next to the flight school at Cerklje the air base 
flight, 107 Letalska Baza using two Pilatus PC-6B Porters and one L-410UVP 
transport aircraft can be found.  

Brnik airbase, located on the same premises as Ljubljana international 
airport had the following inventory: One Falcon2000, eight Bell412SP/EP’s 
and four AS532UL Cougars. 

Preparation
We received the invitation for this event about a month before but the details 
on how much missions, with how many aircraft, and what kind of conditions 
would be determined on the base it self.  Starting point for the flight would be 
Cerklje and there we would have our pre-flight briefing. A week before arrival 
we found out that we would be with four photographers and at the base we 
were told there would be two Bell206 Jet Rangers at our disposal.   

Having an opportunity like this, it is vital that all members of the flight are 
on the same page.  The more photographers, the more chance on different 
opinions and various strategies.  Luckily we found ourselves with the same 
ideas which we could present to our pilots so we could work out the details.  

The photo mission would consist of a two ship formation, Bell 206’s H1-21 and 
S5-HKM “Kral Matjaz”  were at our disposal. The flight would take us from 
Cerklje to Brnik and during that flight one PC-9, the L-410 and one Zlin would 
pass by the photo flight a couple of times for us to make photos of.  A second 
flight, would take us back to Cerklje and we would discuss the briefing of that 
flight once we landed in Brnik.  

First topic we discussed was the seating arrangements of the photographers 
in the helicopters. The pilot is sitting in the front right so one photographer 
should be seated on the left front and the other one right behind him  This 
means that the passing aircraft would need to pass on the left side of our 
helicopters.

We discussed this with by drawing sketches on a whiteboard for the all the 
attending pilots of the two Bell206’s, the PC-9, L-410 and Zlin to show how we 
would like to have it. One problem though: Brnik is about 120 km west from 
Cerklje and as we the photographers were on sitting on the left in the heli-
copters, they would be facing south, and therefore have backlight conditions. 
Luckily we thought of that during the briefing so we could instruct all pilots 
to make wide circle after take off and have the air to air session where we 
would be flying eastbound. As soon as we would have taken the necessary 
pictures  we would then head for Brnik. We asked to have the Jet Rangers 
flying behind each-other and fly at about 600ft MSL and each aircraft would 
make three passes.  Flight duration would be about 1,5 hours.    

We figured that we would need both the 70-200mm and 28-105mm lenses for 
this,  time to pack our bags with what we need and be ready.  
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The first mission

After the briefing we were taken out to lunch and from there we went to the platform to find our helicopters waiting for us and upon 
inspection we found that the photographer in the backseat would have the best place in the house. The Bell has two small windows on each 
site which can be opened big enough to stick a lens through. The aft window is a good place for the backseater.  It is a bit low but because 
there is plenty of leg room you can find forwards and it provides a good view to the side and to the front of the helicopter. The side 
window next to the front seat is placed less fortunate. The photographer who sits there has to crouch a bit and twist himself backwards 
to be able to shoot through that window. Next to that you need to careful not to step on the controls.  It is however also possible to shoot 
pictures through the cockpit window at the front but you would run the risk of glare. 

Take-off was at 11:30 and we headed west toward a village called Sentjernej about 15 kilometres from the base. From there we would make 
patterns, long ellipses of about 10 kilometers, so that our target aircraft could join us.   First up was the L-410 approaching from behind 
us, and passing our photoships quite quickly.  The challenge is to capture these propellor driven aircraft with a the shutterspeed on the 
low side, as you do want to have some prop motion in the picture. Sitting crouched, a bit backwards and crooked, taking pictures with a 
shutterspeed of 1/320 or lower is quite a feat, especially when the helicopter you are in is flying slow and the passing aircraft is not.  It 
took a couple of runs to get it right.  It became even harder with the PC-9 which turned and banked just next to us, but practise makes 
perfect and we really enjoyed the opportunity to shoot pictures like this.  Last aircraft to pass was the red and white coloured Zlin which 
could fly pretty slow so that was an easy one.  Satisfied, we turned westbound and headed for Brnik taking pictures of our Jet Rangers 
underway to the airfield.  

Bell 206B-3 JetRanger III L-410

AS532UL Cougar Pilatus PC-6
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Pilatus PC-6 Pilatus PC-6 and Bell412
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Zlin Z-143L

Bell412 AS-532 Cougar, Pilatus PC-6, Bell 412
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Second mission

Ljubljana-Brnik is the national airport of Slovenia but it wasn’t very busy this afternoon. During the 
briefing we organised a mass take off with all 5 aircraft which was an absolute sensation to be part of.  
We took off and headed west towards lake Bled.  Soon, it turned out that our small Bell206’s were a bit 
too slow to keep up with the PC-6 and the other bigger helicopters in that formation. Their minimum 
speed was 100kts and we had trouble doing 90 already. Before we arrived at Lake Bled we had lost 
them already which was quite a disappointment. A lesson learned for next time: A mixed formation like 
this is quite hard to follow and to take pictures of.   

We headed back to the east and one by one the Bell412, Cougar and Porter passed by for some nice 
shots with the snow landscape in the back, so we luckily had planned this right, sun in our back with 
the right conditions. Each aircraft made a couple of passes and then it was time to return home.  
We spotted a nice church near the small village of Čatež in the morning which is on the flight route 
between Brnik and Cerklje so during the briefing we already agreed that would do some passes and 
make pictures of out helicopters which  turned out to be a quite nice exercise.  After that it was time 
to go back to Cerklje where we landed after a 1,5 hour flight. 

Lessons learned.
We certainly had a great time flying with the air force and we truly enjoyed the participation of 
everyone involved. A big lesson learned was that an air to air mission can only be successful when 
time and effort is spent during the briefing.  Make sure you know well beforehand what the plan is 
and work out the scenario’s. With hindsight, we would have decide that during the second mission we 
would not want to have mixed formation with the three aircraft, but rather would have a solo opera-
tion with the PC-6 and have the AB412 and the Cougar waiting for us, hovering over lake bled with the 
island in the background. Also some shots just above the water would have been great. Our own fault 
that we didn’t think about that during the briefing!    The Slovenian Air Force Public Relations officer 
and all the pilots were fantastic, we just had to name it and it was done. Great job! 

We would like to thank the Slovenian Air Force to make this event possible



Bell 206B-3 JetRanger III
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Военно-воздушные cилы России
Russian Air Force
by Ivan Voukadinov

Russian Air Force SU-24M
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#portfolio
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Russia - Navy
Beriev Be-12 Chaika
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Russian Air Force SU-24M

Russia - Air Force
Sukhoi Su-34

Russia - Air Force
Tupolev Tu-22M-3
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Russia - Air Force
Tupolev Tu-95MS
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Russia - Air Force
Sukhoi Su-27
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Yissachar Ruas 
Operation Thunderstorm

#report
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Yissachar Ruas 
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Operation Thunderstorm

During the week of Dec 7 – 12 the Hellenic AF de-
ployed to Ovda Air Base in Israel with the 330 Sqn 
(Aegean Falcons) out of Nea Anchilos AB. They 
were met by the Knights of the Orange Tail Sqn led 
by LtC. Tomer  out of Hatzerim AFB.
At a press conference held at the base Maj. Dovev 
of the Knight of the Orange Tail expressed the si-
gnificant difference between this exercises and 
previous deployments the IAF has experienced:
“This exercise was coordinated between a single 
HAF squad and a single IAF squad, the planning 
commenced only 2 weeks ago and in this short pe-
riod of time we were able to bring this deployment 
to fruition on very short notice with very good re-
sults”.

As with most joint exercises, the point that the 
squadrons flew mixed sorties was stressed, with 
the Israelis and Greeks switching off between them 
the “point man” leading missions.
The Israelis have deployed in the past to Greece 
under similar conditions, this is the first time the 
Hellenic AF has deployed to Israel in such a man-
ner.

Maj. Dovev added “the advantage in deploying in 
such a manner is the intimacy in which the Squa-
drons can work which creates a mutual language 
that helps us raise the level of training, it is very 
different from the regular NATO exercises we 
participate in and gives us a different perspective 
when training”.
Maj. Dimitrios Stefanidis Deputy Commander of 
330 Sqn. stated “We are very excited to be here, we 
have learned quite a bit in a short period of time 
and we hope to continue this as a regular joint 
exercise on the squadron level between both air 
forces”.

According to Maj. Dovev there was an emphasis on 
aerial combat during the exercise, which differs a 
bit from Israel’s joint exercises with the Italian AF 
which normally focus on the Air to Ground aspect.

(Yissachar Ruas) 

30   Spotters Magazine



Spotters Magazine    31



with Andrew BurnsDiscovering Was
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Discovering Was

American Airlines’ Boeing 737-800NG
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SAS’ Airbus A340-300 wearing Star Alliance livery Delta Connection’s Bombardier CRJ900
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Night view of the airport terminals

Night view of the airport terminals

Lufthansa’s Boeing 747-8 Intercontinental

US Airways’ Airbus A319 wearing Philadelphia Eagles livery

Delta Connection’s Bombardier CRJ900
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Lufthansa’s Boeing 747-8 Intercontinental in the fog
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Lufthansa’s Boeing 747-8 Intercontinental
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Saudia’s Boeing 777-200ER wearing SkyTeam livery

Air France’s Airbus A380
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Saudia’s Boeing 777-200ER
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by Jean-Paul Lardinois

   SLIAC 2014
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It is already the third time I attend this meeting which 
usually closes the spotting season.
To reach Sliac, being accompanied by three friends, we 
flew by Brussels Airlines to Budapest.
Our late arrival (11p.m.) caused us a financial penalty as 
we went to rent a car : booking by telephone (no web 
connection) and late opening of the office.
After a two hours drive and crossing the Slovak border we 
finally reach the hotel. Being informed of our late arrival, 
the landlord was kindly waiting for us, which was much 
appreciated.
On Friday morning, after a rather short sleep, we 
reassemble for breakfast, ready to attend the first open 
air event.
We know where to locate ourselves ideally, full south, 
which however is a disadvantage as we are facing the sun.
On the other end of the axis our backward movements ase 
uneased due to the nearing houses and some trees.
No choice but being patient and waiting for the sun to 
rotate to position ourselves on the next spot point, a bit 
westside go as to take advantage of the rehearsals.
At sunset we go straigt to the hotel to refresh and we 
move to the near city of Bansha Bystrica, north of the 
airport . The place is becoming familiar to me : the main 
square bordered with restaurants and at the top of the 
place the excellent ice cream saloon. Tourist expenses 
are not very expensive in Slovakia : one euro for a glass of 
beer and fifty cents for an ice cream ball.
On Saturday seven a.m. after a groupe breakfast we are 
on our way to get to the spotters entrance. At the public 
opening we hurry to the area assigned to us, which is of 

reduced dimensions on comparison with previous years 
due to the encumbering television vehicles.
Thanks to our early arrival we get the best places, which 
is fortunate as we have more competitors this year.
Starts the show : we are of course under the charm of the 
Slovak MIG29 and the MI helicopters. A major discovery 
for me : the Swedish WILDCATS. The day passed so quickly 
! 
In the evening we enjoy a well deserved beer on the squa-
re of Zvolen village where our hotel is located. A shower, 
an evening meal and … more ice cream at my prefered 
Banska resort.
Already our third day. We decide to move substantially to 
the right section of the spotter area, towards the center 
of the presentation axis to perform good pictures of the 
helicos parades. At the end of the show we stay there 
as long as possible in order to catch the few first planes 
departures, some of which from the « static ».
You how for sure the charasteristics of the evening, 
crowned again by a « small » ice cream cup.

(Jean Paul Lardinois)
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a trip to
north korea

#spotting-trip

by Tim Bowrey
50   Spotters Magazine

Earlier this year I had the amazing opportunity to embark on a once in a life time 
aviation adventure through North Korea. Organised by Juche Travel Serveries, our 
seven day adventure began in Beijing. Our group, made up of spotters and aviation 
enthusiasts from around the globe,  met to experience what few in the world ever get 
the chance to. A mouth-watering adventure to the Hermit Kingdom to fly Soviet-era 
aircraft rare to even sight, let alone charter and enjoy beautiful scenic joy flights in.  

 Our first leg, Beijing to Pyongyang was operated by Air Koryo’s Tupolev Tu-204-100, 
P-633. Our first taste of North Korean hospitality and also our goodbye to all our 
favourite western foods and culture in general. Stepping on board, we were instantly 
hit with loud propaganda-style music which only emphasised the fact that things would 
be different from here on in. Running a little behind schedule, we took off and made our 
way east for the DPRK. After a rather rough landing at Pyongyang’s Sunan Internatio-
nal Airport, we were greeted by our guides and bussed to our hotel where we enjoyed 
two days of non-aviation related sightseeing including various statues, memorials, 
meals and the DMZ located at the North/South Korean border.
 
 Our first and unexpectedly one of the most enjoyable flights, was our 1968 built 
Ilyushin Il-18 service to Samjiyon for an overnight stay. We were joined by a European 
travel group on the hour long flight to Samjiyon, also known as Mouth Paektu which is 
said to be the birthplace of Kim Jong-Il under a double rainbow. Listening to the be-
autiful clean sound of the four Ivchenko props was an amazing experience while flying 
the Il-18 As expected, all the enthusiasts were walking around the aircraft enjoying the 
service, the seats and the famous retro fridge on board in the galley. Shortly after a 
10/10 perfect approach & touchdown in Samjiyon, we were offered full ramp access 
to shoot every possible angle you could dream of under perfect sun and blue sky on a 
brisk morning in the mountains. The Air Koryo staff even arranged the stairs for us to 
get a more elevated shot which was very kind and not something you are likely to see 
anywhere else on earth at a joint military base. We were also treated to photograph 
another charter flight arriving from Pyongyang operated by one of their operating 
Antonov An-24B’s, P-537. After lunch on the ramp we did some sightseeing, spent the 
night and before we knew it we were heading back to Pyongyang on the Il-18.
 

 The following day we were back off to the airport heading up to Sondok/
Hamhung with half of the group on one of Air Koryo’s Tupolev Tu-134’s, P-814 and 
the other half on the An-24, P-533. After a brief lunch in the city we swapped 
ships and returned to Pyongyang that afternoon. For me, the Tu-134 blew the An-
24 out of the park. As I was lucky enough to be seated in the last row, I had the 
full experience of start-up and take-off listening to the engines at full throttle. 
Departing Pyongyang on the Tu-134 was powerful, loud and fast and a thrill to be 
on. Although the An-24 is a lot slower, I could still appreciate the rarity of the 
type. Unfortunately it was very hot on board throughout the flight which made it 
difficult to fully enjoy the experience. Arriving ‘home’ after an enjoyable day to 
another one of North Korea’s bigger cities we made a reverse pattern landing 
giving us a different approach over some different scenery as opposed to our 
arrival from Beijing and flying almost directly over the newly built terminal. 
 
 Thursday, September 18 2014 was a major day and possible the most exciting 
of the trip for those enjoying their first visit to the DPRK. It featured all the ‘big 
boys’ of North Korean aviation. First off was the Il-76 of Air Koryo’s cargo divi-
sion. Now this was a unique, once in a lifetime opportunity which was impossible 
to pass up. The bus took us from the terminal for a hot 5 minute ride down the ta-
xiways of Sunan Int’l, past the flight line and to our aircraft of the day, P-913. We 
had around 10 minutes of external photography before boarding the beast. We all 
sat side-by-side down the length of the aircraft, paratrooper style. This in itself 
was something I have never experienced. The engines started up, we taxied out 
and made our way for the runway. With an almighty roar, we barrelled down the 
active and were airborne in no time. Every single person on board was enjoying 
the famous ‘Soloviev Symphony’ as the engine sound echoed through the empty 
freighter. We climbed and made some turns, before we knew it we were heading 
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back to FNJ for our approach to land. Another gracefully smooth touchdown was made 
and the imminent scream of the reverse thrust shook the cabin. Upon disembarking, some 
more photography was allowed before we proceeded to the next aircraft and my personal 
highlight of the trip, the Air Koryo Queen - Ilyushin IL-62M, P-885. I found myself in Seat 28A, 
back row, right next to a set of Soloviev D-30KU’s outside my window. An amazing start-up 
roar gave me goosebumps as we began to taxi out for departure. Take-off clearance was 
received and away we went. Super loud and a very soft rotation saw us jet into the air on 
our next joy flight. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed this experience with nobody but the guides 
remaining seated for the flight.
 We flew around the North Korean airspace for around 30 minutes before making the return 
and approach to Sunan Int’l. In typical Air Koryo style, another flawless landing was execu-
ted. After parking we all snapped as many photos as we could before proceeding to the next 
on the list. Two down and still three sectors to go, this time on the Tu-154B-2, P-561. A short 
stop on the ground and we were away again but our destination for this flight was Hamhung 
for a quick 20 minute photography session on the ramp before returning to Pyongyang. Ano-
ther star of the trip, the Tu-154 was much like the smaller Tu-134 although during boarding a 
strong smell of jet fuel came about the cabin for a short time but did not stop us from flying. 
What a treat it was, to charter our own Tupolev 154 to Hamhung and back purely for the thrill 
of it. As expected, the sound was phenomenal and so was the performance. You could really 
tell the Korean’s treat their aircraft with respect and care. Each aircraft considering the age 
were kept immaculately, like no other airline flying aircraft from this era. After our return, 
we enjoyed lunch at the terminal but we weren’t finished there. It was time for our trip to 
Myohyangsan. We elected to take the bus there and return on one of two Mi-17’s, 847 & 867. 
We were in the region mostly for the helicopter flights but also the International Friendship 
Exhibition centre up in the mountains. Beautiful landscapes and an even more amazing hotel, 
the Hyangsan Hotel was the pit stop for our overnight stay.
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 The next morning it was our turn to fly the Mil 17 Helicopter of the North 
Korean Government back to Pyongyang. We flew the nicer of the two, 
ship 847 on the short hop by air to the nation’s capital. Unfortunately 
the air conditioner was not working to full effect making it very hot on 
board but the thrill of flying the helicopter was enough to forget about 
the heat. “I wonder if the local people below think their beloved General 
Kim Jong-Un is up there!”, is what I was thinking most of the flight. We 
approached high over the runway giving us amazing aerial views of the 
Air Koryo fleet parked on the ramp before disembarking. We thanked the 
crew of both helicopters. It was nice to make them smile as our media 
don’t usually portray them as friendly people, which in my opinion is ri-
diculous. It was our last night in North Korea so we enjoyed a massive 
meal, the best of the trip and we enjoyed some aviation related trivia and 
passed out some merchandise before our return to China the next day 
and going our separate ways. 
 
 Packing up out of the Koryo Hotel in downtown Pyongyang for the last 
time, we all were very sad to leave. Most of our group were heading to 
Beijing and a small group off to Shenyang to catch the Tu-204-300 seri-
es. We said our emotional goodbyes to our fantastic North Korean hosts, 
wished them well as did they to us and we drove to the airport once 
more. Through security, checking our bags in and waiting for our slightly 
delayed aircraft to board. The bus took us down past the flight line and 
we enjoyed a last look at all our aircraft we had flown, we boarded the 
aircraft and set course for Beijing on P-633. This was the same Tu-204 
that brought us from Beijing just 7 short days ago. As they did our whole 
trip, the Air Koryo crew brought us back to western civilization safely 
and efficiently before saying goodbye.
 
 A big thankyou to the organisers at Juche Travel Services, in particular 
David and Charles who were fantastic from first contact onwards. Not 
to forget all the fellow enthusiasts who joined the September 2014 tour 
and who were an amazing group of people to share this unforgettable 
experience with. Thankyou and Kamsahamnida!
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Meiringen Alpine Base
always worth a visit
by Sven “Grimmi” Zimmermann &
Werner Stucki

#report
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Meiringen Alpine Base
always worth a visit
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Bernese Oberland – when you hear those two words you will think automatically of the 
famous Mountain Trio called Eiger, Mönch and Jungfrau. Schilthorn or – as named in James 
Bond’s movie On Her Majesty’s Secret Service (1969) - Piz Gloria will be next and if you are 
an aviation geek you have surely searched or visited Axalp (Ebenfluh) Shooting Range and 
Meiringen Fighter Base already.  The airfield of Meiringen is situated in the village of Unterbach, 
at the bottom of Brünig Pass and in the shadows of the mountains four months a year. It can be 
icy cold, snowy, foggy, rainy and sunny – or everything in between and still, very attractive for 
aviation enthusiasts and Photographers/Spotters from all over the world. 

Spotting at Meiringen 
There is only a 1.5m fence around the airfield and there are nearly unlimited possibilities to 
take pictures. Main place is the public terrace just behind the tower and accessed through the 
main building with the Restaurant. The latter is also public and you can speak with the pilots 
and mechanics who’re eating there too.  

Public Basevisits 
Three times a year, the tourist organisation of the area is organizing a big basevisit where you 
can be very near of the aircrafts. In Mai and Octobre with, in July without planned flight activi-
ty. It’s something for the whole family with Film, Dog Show and a visit to the different working 
places of an active military airfield. During summertime there is also a much smaller weekly 
basevisit on wednesday with visits to the BDM Hall. Inscriptions needed via www.haslital.ch  

WEF 2015 
The World Economic Forum in Davos is a important event with a lot of highclass politicians and 
Managers/CEO’s of international companies. Swiss Air Force and Army are helping to secure 
those ‘big shots’ with land- and air based assets for 24 hours a day. This winter, main jet activi-
ty to secure the CAP’s will fly out of Meiringen and you can take pictures from F-5 Tiger II and 
the F/A-18 Hornets from 0800-2300h (Local Time), maybe longer. During the night the Jets 
are combat ready in a shelter ready to scramble. Due meteorological and  technical/personal 
problems some jets will maybe fly out of Payerne (Swiss Air Force Main Base) too. Military 
Forces are securing the Bases and you have to follow their advise, they have some big dogs to 
enforce things.... Be advised that it can be very, very cold and wet for taking pictures and use a 
lot of hot tea/coffee to heat yourself up.  If you want to catch a lot of government aircrafts you 
have to visit Zurich Airport in this time. Buchair is offering some special ramp tours due WEF 
for Spotters there. Important: Do not take/publish pictures of the VIP’s exit/enter there planes 
! Inscriptions via www.buchairshop.ch  

Touristic must-do’s in the area 
Especially when you want to come with your family, you can not sit every day at the airfield. 
There are quite a lot of places of interest to visit nearby, some of my favorites are:
Brienz Zoo: withhin a 20mins walk from the trainstation you will find a little Zoo where you can 
feed Capricorns, Deer and Goats. They will eat out of your hand and it’s something very unique 
in Switzerland. Entry is free, animal food has to be buyed on place for about 2.-CHF. Other 
animals in the Zoo are some birds (Snow Owl et al.) and of course the big stray cat. Ballenberg 
Museum: Something like a Tour de Suisse, you can find all the typical houses from everywhere 
in Switzerland at one place. And from the viewpoint you can catsch all the landings/departures 
from the military airfield too ;) Axalp Village: By good weather I can recommend the 1h walk 
from Axalp to the ‘Hinterburgseeli’ lake. There you can barbeque and swim (cold !!!) inbetween 
the local cows. Attention: They will eat your sausage out of the stick if you’re not watching ! 
(Wood-)Carved animals, people and dwerbs on the hiking trail.

F-5 Tiger II

F-18 Hornet

F-18 Hornet take off
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Belgian F-16 are visiting Meiringen normally once a year for a nightstop

the Rafale was one of a few Highlights only once on visit

Super Constellation

F-18 Hornet

F-18 Hornet take off
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F-5 Tiger II
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F-5 Tiger II

Pilatis

F-5 Tiger II taxiing in front of two F-18 Hornets
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F-5 Tiger II
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Nikon D7200
Equipped with the latest high-performance AF system, and offering 
for continuous capture of decisive moments with shooting of up to 
100 JPEG*1 Digital SLR camera D7200, which achieves the supe-
rior image quality and more advanced functions that will inspire 
users to be more creative with their photography

Nikon Corporation is pleased to announce the release of the D7200, a DX-format digital 
SLR camera that expands possibilities for shooting and expression with the latest 
autofocusing system and the ability to capture up to 100 shots*1 with a single burst of 
continuous shooting.
Nikon will also release the new ME-W1 Wireless Microphone for off-camera recording of 
movie sound.

The D7200 equipped with the new AF sensor module so well received when it was first 
adopted with the D750 and EXPEED 4 high-performance image-processing engine is a 
high-performance DX-format camera that offers greater focus-acquisition perfor-
mance, such as the ability to capture up to 100 shots with a single burst of continuous 
shooting, and even better image quality.

It is equipped with an NFC-compatible*2 Wi-Fi® function that allows users to instantly 
and easily share photos they have taken with the camera with many people via social 
media using a smart device. The D7200 is also equipped with enhanced movie-recording 
functions, including a time-lapse photography function that supports exposure smo-
othing, as well as functions that enable enhanced control over audio recording.
The D7200 enables full-scale imaging expression with superior still-image and movie 
quality through the combination of the compact system afforded by the extremely agile 
Nikon DX format and the durability of high-end models.

nikon.com
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AF-S NIKKOR 200-400mm f/4G ED VR II

An FX-format compatible super telephoto 
zoom lens with Nano Crystal Coat and VR 
vibration reduction system
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Key Features
A super telephoto zoom lens supporting 
Nikon’s exclusive range of focal lengths 
from 200 to 400mm
Nano Crystal Coat significantly reduces 
ghost and flare
Built-in vibration reduction (VR) offering 
camera shake compensation equivalent to 
a shutter speed increase of 3.0 stops*
*Based on CIPA Standard. This value is 
achieved when attached to an FX-format 
digital SLR camera, with zoom set at the 
maximum telephoto position.
Four ED glass elements minimize chromatic 
aberration for higher optical performance
Three focus modes are available - A/M, 
M/A and M



#spotting-trip
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a trip to

london heathrow
by Andrea Tabanelli
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747-437 Air India
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Avianca
Airbus A330-243

Etihad Airways
Boeing 777-3FX/ER

Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner

Virgin Atlantic Airways
Airbus A340

American Airlines (US Airways)
Airbus A330
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Etihad Airways
Boeing 777-3FX/ER

Malaysia Airlines
Airbus A380



“All the photos in the article are taken from the grass area 
close to Myrtle Avenue, perhaps the currently most popular 
spotting point at LHR. 
This point allows to get great approach shots when runway 
27L is the landing runway.”
Co-ordinates
Latitude: N51° 27’ 49” (N51° 27.817’)
Longitude: W0° 25’ 43” (W0° 25.711’)
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Alitalia
Airbus A320-216
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#watches4pilots

COLT CHRONOGRAPH 
AUTOMATIC
BORN FOR ACTION
Breitling interprets the technical, understated and efficient 
styling of the Colt collection in a new chronograph powered by 
a selfwinding movement. Exactly what it needs to keep ahead of 
the game, including at the famous Red Bull Air Race for which 
Breitling serves as official timekeeper.

The Colt was first launched in the 1980s and initially intended 
for the armed forces, before appealing to a broad audience 
because of its sturdiness, its functionality and readability. 
It has subsequently established itself as the most accessible 
Breitling model, offering a blend of performance and unusual 
design. Available to date in four versions with well-defined cha-
racters, including a quartz chronograph and a ladies’ watch, the 
Colt collection now welcomes a new selfwinding chronograph 
equipped with a movement chronometer-certified by the COSC 
(Swiss Official Chronometer Testing Institute). Born for action, 
feats and thrills, this instrument brilliantly reinterprets all the 
key assets of the Colt collection, with counters placed at 12, 
9 and 6 o’clock. The broad unidirectional rotating bezel, with 
satin-brushed finishes and engraved hour-markers, is distin-
guished by its four “rider tabs“ – a signature Breitling feature 
– ensuring both excellent handling and optimal protection of 
the sapphire crystal glareproofed on both sides. The 44 mm-
diameter polished steel case is water-resistant to 200 m (660 
ft) and features a large screw-locked crown with protective 
reinforcements. The black, blue or silver dials are enlivened by 
a fine circular raised motif, and their readability is reinforced 
by oversized hands and hour-markers enhanced by a lumine-
scent coating. A chronograph exuding a youthful, dynamic and 
winning spirit – ready to rise to the exceptional challenge of the 
Red Bull Air Race, a competition in which Breitling Racing Team 
pilot Nigel Lamb is the reigning champion.

www.breitling.com
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COLT CHRONOGRAPH 
AUTOMATIC
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www.spottersmag.com

DOWNLOAD your HD copy in Pdf.

Download here your HD PDF copy for 
free and enjoy Spotters Magazine 
anywhere you like!

Free



Torino/Caselle
SPOTTING GUIDE

#spotting guide

Photo by Luca Martinetto & Roberto Leone
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MALANGHERO -

Soccer Pitch 

Coordinates: 45°11’59.70”N - 7°39’6.32”E

This is classic spotting point in Turin ai-

rport, from here you can see all the morning 

arrivals and departures. Being so close to the 

runway you don’t need long focal lenghts, a 

70-200mm is enough and covers both smaller 

props and narrow bodies. If you have to shot a 

wide body, you’d need a shorter len
s.
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MALANGHERO  

CHARLIE exit

Coordinates: 45°12’7.71”N - 

7°39’6.95”E

This spotting point is quite similar 

to the previous one,from here you can 

photograph takeoffs from another 

angle and also business jets leaving 

the runway though CHARLIE jun-

ction. Here a 70-300 lens allows to 

take good shots for takeoffs of the 

more widespread narrow body ai-

rcraft. For wide bodies you need a 

shorter len
s.
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MALANGHERO 

front of Firefighters

Coordinates: 45°12’17.27”N - 

7°39’7.26”E

This is the ideal point to shot morning 

takeoffs of wide bodies (which need a 

longer run). You can also shot landed ai-

rcraft leaving the runway from BRAVO 

junction and heavies taxiing. It is a good 

spot for shooting cargo aircraft parked at 

KILO, a remote area just in front of this 

spotting point. You have to use longer 

lenses(70-300 or 100-400) only for taxi-

ing aircraft and parked aircraft.
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CASELLE Cemetery

Coordinates: 45°11’0.50”N - 

7°39’4.17”E

In this spotting point youcan pho-

tograph landings and line ups for 

RWY36. If you have a lens longer 

than 300mm, during winter mor-

nings you can take photos with an 

amazing background, while during 

summer sunsets you can picture 

awesome backlight photos with the 

silhouettes of the Alps. In late mor-

ning the spotting activity suffers 

the backlight and also the heat haze.
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CASELLE Market 

Square

Coordinates: 45°10’52.11”N - 

7°38’44.09”E

Good spotting point for the afterno-

on which offers differents angles of 

shot during landings. It also offers 

the opportunity to take pictures of 

all aircraft landed and which don’t 

leavethe runway through BRAVO 

junction. From this poin a zoom is a 

good solution because traffic spaces 

from small bizjets to bigger liners. 

in any case the choice of the lens de-

pends on the type of image you want 

to take.
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Airport Parkade

The last floor of the airport 

parkade offers two different 

opportunities of shooting in the afternoon:

-South Side: from here you can try pannings 

before landings or shots with Superga’s hill in 

the background.

-North Side: from here you can photograph ai-

rcraft parked at stand 107 e and those taxiing 

after pushback from stand 108, as well as ta-

xiing on Yankee and smoking touchdowns of 

landing aircraft. Here is mandatory to use long 

lenses (70-300mm or 100-400mm).

ALPHA JUNCTION

Coordinates: 45°12’56.95”N - 7°38’50.84”E

This is another afternoon spotting point. It is
 

less used than others spots because it offers 

the opportunity to shot only when RWY 18 is 

in use. From here you can photograph aircraft 

waiting for line up and approaching the holding 

point. It’s almost rare to see aircraft leaving 

runway through Alpha junction after landing 

on RWY 36.

86   Spotters Magazine



BRAVO Junction – Fire Rescue

Coordinates: 45°12’31.05”N - 7°38’47.68”E

This is the best known spotting point in Turin and 

it is also chosen by families who bring their children 

at the airport. The point is few meters from the taxi-

ing and it is possible to shot closeups of the aircraft 

leaving the junction. During the clearer days you 

can also shot takeoffs with Superga’s hill on the 

background. In case of use of RWY18 this point is 

good for touchdowns and landings. This is an after-

noon spotting point.
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Big Curve – GOLF JUNCTION

Coordinate: 45°18’39.95”N - 7°64’55.56”E

From here you can shot landings and line ups 

for RWY 36. This is an afternoon spotting point. 

With a lens longer than 300mm you can catch 

aso the awesome background of Alps. Pay 

attention: in this spotting point there aren’t 

opportunites for car parking and you’l be along a 

freeway with heavy traffic, so cosider it as a 

dangerous point.
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18 ThresholdCoordinate: 45°13’13.4”N 7°39’03.1”E

This is a little used spotting point. It’s ideal if 

you want to take some particular shot of heavies 

taking off from RWY 36 and it is useful for 

frontal shots of aircraft landing on RWY 18. 

Seen the runway orientation this spot is usa-

ble only at the first hours of the morning and 

during sunsets. It is also usable on cloudy days. 

Spotting from here requires long focal lenghts 

(100-400mm)
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OM-D E-M5 Mark II surpasses world-class 
predecessor with enhanced 5-axis Image Stabilisation 
and impressive video capabilities

Travel lighter, shoot stabler with world’s 
most powerful IS

The new OM-D E-M5 Mark II turns an award-winning still-photo camera into a 
sophisticated tool for the spontaneous creative photographer and videographer, 
with the professional look and feel of top-class equipment. The first-generation 
E-M5 gave ambitious photographers the ability to match D-SLR image quality on the 
fly – without the need for a tripod or other unnecessary bulk. 
Key to this was its lightweight, compact design and unique 5-axis Image Stabilisation 
(IS) system. 
Olympus has developed this system further for the E-M5 Mark II, which now boasts 
the world’s most powerful IS. The camera-shake compensation is equivalent to 5 
steps faster shutter speed, and that translates to startling low-light image quality. 
This is matched by the build quality of the all-weather OM-D housing. Thanks to 
the unrivalled IS and hardy, compact design, it’s now possible for the demanding 
filmmaker to capture handheld movies outdoors without carrying additional, bulky 
equipment – blur- and noise-free – irrespective of poor light. New OM-D Movie Mode 
offers multiple video frame rates and Full HD video up to 77 Mbps, while extra-
finger-friendly controls that take storytelling potential to a new level. 
Thanks to its variable-angle LCD screen and large electronic viewfinder, the Mark 
II gives its owner a crystal-clear view of any shooting situation. With more than 
40 ZUIKO interchangeable lenses to choose from, results are spectacular. Not 
least with the jaw-dropping new 40-Megapixel, high-res composite shot. The latest 
addition to Olympus’ flagship range goes on sale in late February 2015 and costs 
€1099 for the body only. Kits that include an interchangeable lens range in price 
from €1299 onwards. Like every new Olympus camera, the OM-D E-M5 Mark II comes 
with a free six-month warranty extension when registered via the MyOlympus online 
platform.

OM-D E-M5 Mark II

www.olympus-global.com
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The Samsung S 50-150mm f/2.8 ED OIS is a professional telephoto zoom 
lens for Samsung’s range of compact system cameras. The Samsung S 
50-150mm f/2.8 ED OIS boasts an angle-of-view range similar to that of 
a 77-231mm lens in a 35mm system and features a constant maximum 
aperture of F2.8 throughout the range. The optical formula comprises 20 
elements in 13 groups, including four ED (extra-low dispersion) and one XHR 
(eXtreme High Refractive) elements, and it boasts a dust-proof and water-
resistant design. Weighing in at 915 grams, the Samsung S 50-150mm f/2.8 
ED OIS lens also features Samsung’s Optical Image Stabilisation technology 
to combat blurring that may result from shaky hands, nine rounded aperture 
blades for a smooth circular bokeh, and a minimum working distance of 
70cm/1m at either end of the zoom range. The Samsung S 50-150mm f/2.8 
ED OIS lens is currently available for £1199 / $1599.99 in the UK and the US, 
respectively.

The Olympus M.ZUIKO Digital ED 40-150mm f/2.8 Pro is a new weather-sealed, 
professional-grade telezoom lens for the Micro Four Thirds system. Featuring what 
the manufacturer calls the first-ever focusing system to power two high-grade lens 
elements using dual linear motors, the Olympus M.ZUIKO Digital ED 40-150mm f/2.8 
Pro lens promises extremely fast auto focus speeds and ultra-quiet operation. With 
a minimum focus distance of just 70cm at all focal lengths, a dedicated Fn button, 
manual focus clutch and a sliding, protective lens hood, the new 40-150mm f/2.8 
Pro telephoto zoom lens offers a compelling feature set as well as a complex optical 
formula that comprises 16 elements in 10 groups and an aperture diaphragm with 
nine rounded blades.

Olympus M.ZUIKO Digital 
40-150mm f/2.8 Pro

Samsung S 50-150mm 
f/2.8 S ED OIS lens
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This  new lens is ideal for action photographers. Designed to 
fit nicely in the highly acclaimed L-series of Canon lenses. It 
features a built in 1.4x extender which can be turned on and 
off by simple using a built in switch. Giving it a total focal ran-
ge of 200mm to 560mm.

CANON EF 200-400mm f/4L IS 
USM Extender 1.4X

in action

by Ludo Kloek
www.milair.be
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ISO 200 f-5.6 1/320 0-ev 400mm 

(Columbus AFB USA)

ISO 200 f-5.6 1/1000 0-ev 533mm 

(Ellington field USA)

ISO 200 f-5.6 1/2000 0-ev 247mm 

(Torrejon Spain)

ISO 200 f-5.6 1/2000 0-ev 560mm 

(NAS Meridian USA)

ISO 200 f-5.6 1/1250 0-ev 560mm 

(Columbus AFB USA)
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ISO 200 f-5.6 1/1000 0-ev 533mm 

(Ellington field USA)

ISO 200 f-5.6 1/1250 0-ev 350mm 

(Albacete Spain)

ISO 200 f-5.6 1/1600 0-ev 278mm 

(Kleine Brogel Belgium)

ISO 200 f-5.6 1/1600 0-ev 250mm 

(Barksdale AFB USA)

ISO 200 f-5.6 1/2000 0-ev 247mm 

(Torrejon Spain) Spotters Magazine    95



The optical elements feature Canon’s SWC (SubWavelength Structure Coating) 
to reduce internal reflections that may influence image quality. Fluorite crystal 
has been used to give the best possible contrast and resolution, correcting 
chromatic abberations, resulting in high quality images. To accomodate the 
action photographers a water repellent fluorine coating has been applied to 
the front and back lens elements to repel dust and dirt.
To keep the weight down a magnesium alloy has been implemented for the 
main components. 
Aperture
The constant f/4 aperture of the lens allows photographers to achieve excel-
lent image quality in low light and to capture clear, sharp shots of fast-moving 
subjects.
Image stabilizer system
Four stop image stabilizer, making handheld shooting at lower shutter speeds 
possible.
The lens has 3 modes of image stabilization. Mode 1(general use) and mode 2 
(panning shots) are old favorites among users of the L-series of Canon lenses. 
Notewhorty is the fact that mode 2 features new algorithms to improve your 
shots when panning. 
Mode 3 is new. In this mode the lens uses stabilization only during exposure. 
Making it easier to track moving subjects. Ideal for action photographers
Autofocus
Autofocus is provided by a ring type USM (ultrasonic motor) for silent and high 
speed focus. Never change a proven design.
Full time manual focusing available.
Handling
I’ve been using this lens now for about a year in different weather conditions. 
In combination with a Canon 7D MkI and a 1DX camera.
Overall sharpness of the pictures was much better compared to my EF100-400mm USM lens. 

Autofocus is spot on and fast. Using the extender proves to be a little trou-
blesome due to the position of the switch. It is on the left side of the lens near 
the body of the camera. Which means you have to balance the lens in one 
hand, flipping the switch with the other hand. As an aviation photographer with 
mostly fast moving objects in front of my lens, this gives a delay. Resulting 
in shots missed. Later on i adapted and learned to anticipate whether or not 
the extender was needed for a certain shot, thus being able to activate the 
extender way in advance. A more relaxed way of taking pictures with this lens.
Conclusion
Taking in account the very high price and the minor extender switch issue. 
I would still recommend this lens for anyone interested in aviation photo-
graphy. Never missed the 100 mm less focal range compared to the EF100-
400m lens. Really missed the lightweight of the EF100-400/7D combo. The 
EF200-400 is not a lightweight lens and taking pictures a full day with this lens 
is tiresome without a monopod. Included are some shots taken with the lens at 
various locations and events.

96   Spotters Magazine



ISO 200 f-7.1 1/800 0-ev 130mm 

(Kleine Brogel Belgium)
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2 - 3 May 2015

Now over 2 BIG days!  
See the action. Feel the excitement.

www.wingsoverillawarra.com.au

TICKETS 
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