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news from the web

In July, Spotters Magazine launched its first 
Photo Contest entirely based on Facebook 
Pictures can tell us so much about our world, 
then Spotters Magazine invited its readers to 
use one of their photos to tell the aviation in 
their side of the world. 
The winner of the contest “A world of aviation” 
was Pietro Perredda with his photo “Tra le 
rocce” (translate “between the rocks”) that 
depicts an Italian Air Force’s AB-212 helicopter 
during a mission.

In the beginning of August it was launched a second 
Photo Contest entirely devoted to the best aviation 
photo mistakes. The aim of this contest (as for the 
first one) was to engage readers with interactive 
activities that, in a playful and ironic manner, allows 
everyone to share their passion with other people.
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Airbus A350XWB tour 
hits Sydney

By Jaryd Stock
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Dear Mr Jaryd Stock you are invited to inspect our new Airbus 
A350XWB on it’s world tour at Sydney Airport on Tuesday the 5th 
of August we look forward to seeing you there! 

Kind regards,
The Airbus Team.

And with that letter that i’d received via email I was excited, to be honest I’ve never been 
a big fan of Airbus aircraft I’ve been a Boeing/ McDonnell Douglas fan since those were 
the types I regulary used to see when i was a kid, But after seeing the various images 
released by Airbus i was intrigued to say the least to see this aircraft. On Tuesday the 
5th of August the aircraft arrived into Sydney Airport Australia after arriving as flight 
Airbus 303, A350-900 F-WWYB (MSN005) that flew direct from Johannesburg to land 
around 6:30am, local Spotters were worried as orginal arrival time was slatted for 
6:00am just before Sunrise so shots were going to be impossible to get, but those who 
made the effort to come out to see this new airplane of the sky’s were blessed with a 
fantastic Sunrise with nice ambient light flitering through the sky for some wonderful 
images to be taken.

So being a fan of American aircraft what did i think of the European twin engine, long 
range, 53% carbon fibre super jet? well exactly that Super! I was really surprised to see 
how big it is and how high it sits of the ground and the unique shape of the wing. to be 
honest i was won over instantly as soon as i saw her it was great to finally see what all 
the fuss was about, but why was it in Sydney?

The A350 XWB world tour was embarking on a final certification phase undertaking 
a World route proving tour to visit 14 cities scattered across the globe, these route 
proving tests are designed to demonstrate readiness for airline operations that will 
include high airfield performance,auto landing trials and airport handling and turnaround 
services, and obviously for Airbus to show off their latest toy to the airline CEO’s at 
each port it visits and that was no exception at Sydney as John Borghetti CEO of Virgin 
Australia and Various Qantas board members given a personnel tour of the aircraft, 
no doubt Airbus hoping that one or both of these become the 39th and or the 40th 
customer for the A350. 

But the moment of truth came as to what I really thought of the aircraft by going 
onboard, XWB stands for Xtra wide body and that is certainly the case in this aircrafts 
regard from wall to wall of the interior of the cabin is about 221 inches the A330 is 222 
inches but that circummfrence is on the outside so that gives you the idea of the space 
on the inside. As the fueslage is not circular, its slightly ovoid so the side walls of the 
interior are near vertical so when siting in the window seat you don’t have the side wall 
encroach your space as you would on other aircraft. I was pleasantly surprised by this 
spacious interior and surprised by the size of the seats and leg room especially back in 
economy. But this was configured by the team at Airbus so as you could imagine this will 
change as airlines will put their own configurations in the aircraft to fit the maximum 
amount of people in there. The Infilght entertainment is 4th generation meaning that is a 
basic fixture meaning that all onboard will enjoy HD entertainment. 

For the aircraft tragic that i am, and like we all are! I think the A350 is now one of my 
faviourite new build aircraft on the market as I was privelleged to inspect Air New 
Zealand’s 787-9 the just the week before and was sutebly impressed by the European 
aircraft manufactures 8000 Nautical mile ranged A350 XWB. Airbus has gone a long way 
to realease a product to the worlds airlines that will definitely give them bang for the 
buck, and will definitely give its rival Boeing a run for its money in the twin engined long 
range airframe stakes. 
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deci
spotters day

photo by Daniele Cuccu-Mirco Melis
               GP Mallei-Roberto Zanda

EF-2000A Typhoon GAFAlenia Tornado Test-Plane
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photo by Daniele Cuccu-Mirco Melis
               GP Mallei-Roberto Zanda

EF-2000B Typhoon GAF

Learjet 35A

Alenia C-27J Spartan ItAF
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A-4N Skyhawk Flight Systems
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A-4N Skyhawk Flight Systems

Eurofighter EF-2000A Typhoon ItAF

Eurofighter EF-2000A Typhoon ItAF
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EF-2000B Typhoon German AF

Eurofighter EF-2000A Typhoon ItAF

Learjet 35A

AWTI Decimomannu Air Base 

The Air Weapon Training Installation (AWTI or RSSTA) is a Department of Italian Air Force 
based in Decimomannu Air Base (Sardinia) which is used by ItAF, GAF and other NATO 
partners for several training activites for military pilots. 
The air base is run by the Italian Air Force, supported by the German Air Force’s military 
and civilian personnel who operate on Decimomannu as co-users. The availability of large 
spaces away from population centers, the cutting-edge technological infrastructures 
and logistics (that can accommodate several flight groups at the same time with over 
100 aircraft between fighters, cargo and helicopters), as well as the meteorologically 
favorable conditions, make Decimomannu a highly ranked base by the Allies for advanced 
training, especially with the latest generation of weaponry. 
Through the Radar Service this ItAF’s department also secures control of approach to 
the civil and military air traffic in central-southern Sardinia.

Spotter in action
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the last flight
by Dietmar Fenners
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This report was made with 
Canon Cameras & Lenses
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The flight over South-East Bavaria took place on July 4, 2013. We 
were four photographers on board the C-160D: three from Cassidian, 
included me, and the photographer from the WTD 61. 

The C-160D was the 51+08 from the WTD 61 with the c/s: “DIXI 22”. 
The crew in the 38+13 was TenCol. Robert (Robbs) Hierl and the WSO 
TenCol. Pusch, c/s: was “DIXI 29” 

We took off from Manching at 12:00(Z), so we headed flying to 
South-East (Regensburg area), where we took a lot of pictures in 
higher altitude. 

Then, on the flight back, we descended in lower altitude and flew 
along the Donau-river passing over the “Hall of Liberation” at 
Kelheim and the “Benedictine abbey of Weltenburg” at Kelheim. The 
final of that flight comprised two low flights over Manching.
After one hour of flight that beautiful event came to the end and we 
land at Manching at 13:00(Z)

Dietmar Fenners, born in March 1963, started to spotting aircraft in 
1975 and got his first camera, a “Canon AE1”, in summer 1979. From 
1982 to 1994 he served in the Luftwaffe (1982 to 1994) and he visisted 
many places Europe and North America taking many pictures in 
places like Decimomannu, Nellis, Goose Bay.... 

In early 2000 he switched from slides to digital photoraphy and made 
more tours to Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, Australia and Brasil. 

Actually he uses: 
Canon EOS 1D MK IV, 
Canon EOS 5D MK III 
Canon EF 24-105mm, 
Canon EF 100-400mm 
Canon EF 2,8 400mm lenses.
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lavi : f nally at home!i
by Yissachar Ruas
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On July 7th The Italian “era” began in the IAF, after several years of continuous 
cooperation between the Israeli and Italian Air Forces which saw numerous 
joint exercises in both countries, The IAF took the delivery of its first Italian 
designed aircraft the Alenia Aermachi M 346 Master nicknamed “Lavi” (Lion 
cub) for advanced pilot training. 

The 2 first production aircraft (#102, #103) landed at 1700 local time at it’s new 
home, Hatzerim AFB (LLHB) home of the Israeli Air Force’s Flight School. The 2 
aircraft consisted of 3 Italian crewmembers from Alenia and 1 IAF Pilot which 
made the journey from Alenia’s company plant in Venegono (Varese), Italy.

Welcoming the 2 aircraft on entry to Israeli airspace were 2 IAF TA-4H 
Skyhawks (#715, #730) led by the “Flying Tigers” Squadron Commander Lt. Col L. 
and Deputy Squadron Commanders Major D. and Major Y.

The IAF generally conducts large reception ceremonies when introducing a new 
aircraft into the fleet. 
This was the case with the C 130J Samson when it had arrived 4 months previously. 
Unfortunately, Israeli population centers were under rocket fire from Hamas 
controlled Gaza, these rockets were fired at Beersheba which is a large city 

adjacent to the base. In times of conflict, when under rocket fire Israeli authorities 
prohibit large gatherings, therefore it was decided that a small reception would be held 
upon arrival and a larger one may occur when the aircraft becomes operational.  

Upon landing, the crewmembers were greeted by selected members of the various 
companies that participated in the project from Israel Aircraft Industries, 
Elbit Systems, TOR and the IAF Hatzerim Base Commander Brig. General Tal Kelman.  
Following landing there was an intimate gathering and toast to the Italian crew members 
held at the Flying Tigers” Squadron HQ on base.

The dedication of the Italian contingent to keeping the delivery on schedule and therefore 
keeping the transition to the type on track was mentioned by various IAF officials and 
was taken in with high regard.  
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spotting in nice!

by Florian Giornal
www.floriangiornal.fr
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An Air France’s Airbus A320 waiting to get on runway 
when a Transavia’s Boeing 737 lands
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An Emirates’ Boeing 777-300 lands with a Ryanair’s 
Boeing 737-800 in the background while a British Airways 
Embraer 190 prepare to reach the runway
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Nice Côte d’Azur Airport (NCE/LFMN) is an internatio-

nal airport located 3.2NM (5.9km) southwest of Nice, in 

the Alpes-Maritimes départment of France . It is the third 

busiest airport in France . The airport has two runways, 

4R/22L and 4L/22R , and a helipad. It is an intersting 

airport both for commercial and business air traffic. 

Spotting points (with coordinates)

1) 43.655828, 7.198830 This is the best spotting point 

in NCE because the airliners almost always land on RWY 

04L.

2) 43.677744, 7.230522 This second spotting point is 

good when airliners arrive in RWY 22R (for informa-

tion , when you arrive in this area, you will see a dike 

with metal wire netting. Normally it ’s forbidden to go 

over side but all spotter go. You
 should not exceed a yel-

low triangular panel).

3)43.670127, 7.223211 For the third spotting it ’s neces-

sary to have a stepladder because the big wire netting is 

green . You can see many many many jet here .

This airport isn’t the best area to spotting because all days 

in a year, you have sun in front of you. You can take 

good shots of airliners in the first spotting point with good 

light when sun donwing (5pm).

about Florian Giornal :

lives in Nice (south of France). He’s a spotters since he was 

15 years and he’s an aviation enthusiast since he was a 

little child. He began to take shots with an APN compact 

and whek he got his first job, he bought a Canon 500d 

with a Canon 100/400IS lens. 

He prefers military aircraft but he’s also fascinated by 

airliners.

An Emirates Boeing 777-300

A Travel Service’s Boeing 737-800 arrives in Nice 
while Red Arrows are ready to depart

An Europe Airpost’s Boeing 737-300

An Emirates’ Boeing 777-300
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An Emirates Boeing 777-300

An Emirates’ Boeing 777-300

Bahrain Royal Flight Boeing 747SP

A private Gulfstream G-IV The British Airways’ “Golden Dove” Airbus A319

An Air Corsica’s ATR72 in Air France livery A Transavia’s Boeing 737-700
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kadex 2014
photo by Jean - Paul Lardinois

Russian  Air  Force’s Sukhoi Su-27 K

Tank

Russian  Air  Force’s Sukhoi Su-27 K
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Kazakhstan Air Force’s Mil Mi-17-1(Sh)

A formation of Kazakhstan Air Force’s Sukhoi Su-27UBM2s

Beechcraft Corporation’s Hawker Beechcraft AT-6B Texan II
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I had in mind since one year to travel to Kazakhstan to attend the KADEX 2014 exhibition. Following 
a few inquiries, I promptly realized the easy way out was to take advantage of the know how and 
expertise of 4Aviation.
My registration being validated and I had to get through the administration procedure for obtaining a 
visa from the embassy.
Finally, on May 21, I took off from Zaventem to Astana after a transit at Kiev-Boryspil. Time for 
immigration and money exchange and we reach our hotel at 3 a.m..
On Tuesday may 22 the weather forecast is not quite encouraging and, after only a couple of hours of 
sleep, it was time to rush to get our passes to the exhibition site. On our way through the “static” we 
could see the military vehicles, from trucks up to tanks.
After that we were somewhat disappointed by the lack of fighters in the Kazakhstan Air Force. On 
the other hand we discovered choppers and planes of public service: police, customs and also quite 
a number of very modern planes such as the Russian Mig-35 and SU-30 and a French A400M. A bit 
further on a grass surface we discover six MI-8 and two MI-24 belonging to the Kazakhstan air force.
After a nice parade of armored engines, among which the T72, the official opening of the show took place. 
The aeronautical program started and and our consolation of seeing the maneuver of four MIG-29 
followed by six SU-27 which, even a bit too distant, performed a great show, and finally four SU-25.
We also had the privilege of a smashing demonstration by the MIG-35 and SU-30 followed by the 
A400 and the brand new frontiers guard MI-171.
The weather was getting worse and we retreated to our hotel. A short dinner, a few beers and it was 
time to recharge our batteries thanks to a good night.
On Friday, second day reserved to professionals, we started with a very pleasant weather crowned 
by a bright sun.
The program was rather similar to the previous day as far as the maneuvers, but we had the possibi-
lity to get quite close to the teams of the MI-8 and MI-24. We also got an exceptional access to the 
platform where the two Customs MI-171 and the MIG 35 with its maintenance AN-32 were parked.
Returned to the hotel, restaurant and you know the following.
Saturday and Sunday were open days to the public, and we didn’t have easy access to the annex 
platforms. On the other hand the program was identical to the first two days but for a few details.
Excepted that on Sunday, in late afternoon, we were permitted to stay to see the support planes 
come back and to attend the take offs of a part of the aircraft in “static” diplay: AN-74, C295 and an 
AN-12 from Irkut.

Back to the hotel…Beers!
Monday morning we get up at 4 a.m. for the return flight through Kiev-Boryspil.
The tour altogether was a bit disappointing as far as the exhibition of the Kazakhstan’s military 
planes, but the high moments on the Friday  were very comforting.

A large thank you to the military band, they offered an extraordinary atmosphere through the whole 
program, and to the perfect organization by 4Aviation.nl! 

Kazakhstan Government’s Kamov Ka-32A11BC
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Russian  Air  Force’s Sukhoi Su-27 K
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Kazakhstan Air Force’s Mil Mi-17V-5 and two Mi-24s

Kazakhstan Air Force’s Antonov An-74TK-200 and a Kazakhstan Border Guard’s
Antonov An-74T-200A 

A formation of Kazakhstan Air Force’s Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-29As Kazakhstan Air Force’s Antonov An-26

Russian  Air  Force’s Sukhoi Su-27 K
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Kazakhstan Air Force’s Eurocopter-Kawasaki EC-145

Russian  Air  Force’s Sukhoi Su-27 K
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A single-engine trans-Atlantic”: 
when a dream becomes reality

Thanks to www.airteamimages.com

Report & Photo bySimone Ciaralli
Edited by Ashleigh Hogg
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I never imagined in February this year that my meeting with Dierk Reuter would reward me with a 
unique flying experience: crossing the Atlantic Ocean in a small single engine plane. 
I thought that it was an almost too-good-to-be-true, an incredibly original and quite whimsical way to 
thank me for the few photos that I took for him when we first met that February day in Courchevel. 
I had gone to shoot some aircraft photos and when Dierk approached me with that distinctive 
kindness of his to ask me if I could take some shots of his TBM-850 as he launched it off Courchevel’s 
ski-jump runway, it was easy to reply “No problem – just leave me an e-mail address where I can 
send you the pictures”. 

Several months went by; time for me to have almost forgotten about Courchevel, when in May, out of 
the blue came an unexpected e-mail from him advising me of a probable June date for a trans-
Atlantic, and would I like to join him! Wow! Would I? This is definitely not the kind of offer you ever 
turn down! “This crazy idea just took shape,” he said, “In June we’ll take two TBM’s to the ‘States: my 
850 and a new 900 for a U.S. customer. “

Two aircraft need two pilots, so not only would there be Dierk and his beautiful family, but there 
would also be none other than Margrit Waltz, a living legend, one of the few women ferry pilots in the 
world, whose job it was to deliver the new TBM-900 to the (fortunate) American customer. 
The four weeks between May and our mid-June departure date saw me between highs and lows: one 
day galvanized by an irrepressible enthusiasm for this extraordinary adventure and the next day 
worried that a sudden change of plans could kill everything. Dierk reassured me that he could fix 
everything. And so he did, right up to the very last minute. 

June 16 finally arrived. The appointment with Dierk and his family was at Glasgow’s Prestwick, from 
where we would depart. I went KLM via Amsterdam.
When I saw him that evening, only a few months after first meeting him, he had just flown in from 
Elstree, a small airport not far from London. 
After dinner we fixed a schedule for the following morning. Unfortunately Margrit had not yet arrived 
from Tarbes (the Socata HQ) with the new TBM-900. She had had problems with connections from 
the USA. 

The next morning Dierk woke me at 04:00 Zulu (05.00 local time). Breakfast was one hour later, 
which was when I got to meet Margrit, an extraordinary person: 35 years of flight experience, more 
than 20,000 flight hours and with 759 aircraft delivered across the Atlantic, she is something of an 
aviation legend. She even brought me a gift – a Socata TBM-900T-shirt. Thank you, Margrit.
The usual formalities were waiting for us at Prestwick -: personal identification, flight plan, NOTAMs, 
enroute met. conditions, safety equipment check and then finally we were  in and ready to go. At 
07:00 am Zulu and 89 knots we rotated off Glasgow runway; wheels up, flaps up then a long climb out 
along the Scottish coast headed for FL100 at 1500 fpm. Then we were cleared to FL 250, cruising at 
164 knots, destination Keflavik. 

Margrit preceded us with the 900; and seemed to be in a hurry. We were a little behind schedule due 
to two arrivals which had delayed our departure. 
I didn’t have much to do after takeoff except look around and watch Dierk as he skillfully trimmed 
the aircraft for optimum cruise. Luckily the sky was clear below us with no clouds to obscure the 
magnificent view of the Scottish highlands and islands. At FL 280, with the Irish Sea behind us, the 
Garmin displayed only sea in all directions.

Dierk decided to surprise me - simulation of an emergency - engine failure. From 28 thousand feet 
we would have about 30 minutes before reaching sea level and so he decided to time me to see how 
long it would take me to get into my thermal survival suit. This is a one-piece, high visibility, red 
neoprene coverall, similar to a scuba diver’s suit, but with integrated hands and feet muffs. I can 
assure you that space in a TBM with 4 people aboard is limited, particularly when full of luggage, our 
survival suits and a life raft. 

EMERGENCY .....!! 
Entering into the spirit of the exercise, I grabbed a bag, and pulled the suit out. It was all neatly 
folded but smelled like rotten fish (maybe it had been used in the pool for a tutorial?). I unzipped it, 
took off my shoes and tried to get into it – not so easy as it was quite tight and my foot got caught 
in a drawstring somewhere inside the suit. So, suit off again, foot free, back into the fray and finally 

The followed route

Safety equipment of TBM-850 (four thermal suits and one liferaft)

Short final at Keflavik (Iceland)

Keflavik’s FBO
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Weather and winds map Female crew of the TBM-900 Caroline (left) Dierk’s wife , and Margrit Waltz

Keflavik: a Canadian Air Force’s C-130 Kefllavik: TBM-900 ready for take off

Greenland: an icy fjord
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I managed to close the zipper with my “webbed hand”. I’m now covered in sweat thanks to the 
immense effort, but am “fully operational” in about 3 minutes. 
I am told with enthusiasm that I managed it in a pretty good time ... yes, but now I smell like a dead 
fish! 

Having completed this exercise, the flight proceeded without any great difficulty and finally the 
Icelandic coast came into sight, but only on the Garmin. Outside, a thick layer of clouds hid the 
landscape and the clouds themselves hid the airport right down to finals on the Keflavik ILS. 
Very close to DA we exited from the clouds to see the PAPI ahead and touched down about 3 hours 
after leaving Glasgow. Time: 9.54 Zulu. 
On the ramp of the military base we saw various P3 Orions, Canadian C130’s and a U.S. Navy P8 
Poseidon, a real novelty for me. In addition to our two TBMs, several other civil aircraft were also 
parked, some headed in the direction we had just come from, others aiming for Canada and beyond. 
At Keflavik we refuel both the planes and our stomachs (anybody for a walrus steak?). Everybody 
treats us well, even although we’re no novelty - they see a lot of transatlantic flights through here. 
I’m not used to it at all, and feel tired already; if only I’d known what was still to come!

Our next destination was the small airport of Narsarsuaq in Greenland. I had never imagined that I’d 
ever visit Greenland. It’s a fair way off the average tourist track, and like most people, I had no idea 
at all what it would look like. 
During this flight we flew as close as ATC would permit us with Margrit’s TBM. We maintained 1000ft 
separation at all times. The 900 model is considerably faster than the 850, so Dierk had to fly right 
at high power cruise limits while the 900 had was treated very gentle. The outside temperature was 
-45°C and our aircraft left evanescent con trails, barely perceptible but making for good photography. 

For ages we overflew what seemed like a sea of clouds. With the passage of time, these became thin-
ner and thinner until an indescribable landscape came into view - a vast expanse of ice stretching as 
far as the eye could see, dotted here and there with black mountains. This became more and more 
interesting as we got closer to Narsarsuaq. 

We flew over fjords that seemed like rivers of ice with fractures revealing waters of the deepest 
blue. The landscape seemed totally pristine and uncontaminated; around us we could see icebergs 
migrating south. When you see these in documentaries they may fascinate you, but believe me, to see 
a sight like this at first hand just leaves you speechless. 

We turned onto finals, almost blind, entering the fjord in front of Narsarsuaq and like magic, the 1830 
meters-long runway just appeared ahead of us. The day was wonderful with the temperature at a 
dizzy high of 13°C. Far off the distance we could see icebergs out in the ocean. It was 14:09 Zulu. 
On the ground we took the opportunity to stretch our legs and I had the chance to take pictures 
of exotic aircraft. Thanks to Margrit I also got to visit the tower, meet the controller and enjoy a 
controller’s-eye view of a very flashy Air Greenland Bell 212 getting airborne. 
But all too soon it was time to leave Greenland, which, according to Margrit, had given me one of the 
most beautiful days of sun you could ever want. 

We took off at 15:35 Zulu for Goose Bay, Canada. We flew over large and small icebergs and a huge 
amount of sea. When we reached dry land we flew over part of the vast Canadian tundra, intersper-
sed with rivers and lakes. Here there is absolutely nothing to be seen - only a “thriving desert” of 
stunted, weather beaten vegetation. 
After 3 hours of flight without any particular difficulty, we got ready to land in Goose Bay. The airport 
area is absolutely vast. In its time, as a prevalently military staging post, this base must have seen 
thousands of aircraft, military and civil, as they prepared for the crossing or arrived after a long 
flight from Europe. The airport is also home to three really special gate guardians: an Avro Vulcan, 
a Consolidated PBY Catalina and a McDonnell CF-101 Voodoo. Unfortunately I had no time to go and 
visit them. There was no shortage of aircraft with the high visibility bright colors typical of these 
latitudes; a Canadair, a Beaver amphibian and helicopters, all photographed with glee. 
We relax a little bit because the fatigue was beginning to take itself felt and we still a long way from 
our destination. We enjoyed an excellent ice cream and hung around until refueling of the two TBMs 
was completed. After about an hour and a half of relaxation, we finally got airborne, destination 
Quebec, time. 20:00 Zulu. 

The TBM-900 arrives at Narsarsuaq (note icebergs on background)

Narsarsuaq: TBM-900

Narsarsuaq: Greenland Express’ Fokker 100 

Air Greenland’s Bell 212 with the typical high visibility livery

Narsarsuaq air terminal
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From my vantage point high above, I continued to admire the Canadian scenery, rich in streams and 
lakes. The vegetation is all low, there are no trees. But as we got lower in latitude, leaving the coast 
of Labrador with our nose pointed towards the south-west, the landscape became enriched with 
colors. Although the sky was less than clear, as the evening shadows began to lengthen, the scenario 
emerging before our eyes was fantastic. 
During the flight Dierk contacted Le Château Frontenac in Quebec City with the hope of finding rooms 
for the night. Unfortunately there were no rooms available, so along with Margrit, he decided to book 
into a hotel in Bromont, a town in the Quebec region famous for winter sports not far from Montreal.

Having cancelled our flight plan we diverted to the small airport of Bromont where we carried out 
our Unicom calls to “traffic”. On finals; we could see that the runway was fairly short, but we were 
soon down and parked. It was now 22:41 Zulu. 
By now we had been on our feet (so to speak) for nearly 19 hours since “reveille” in Glasgow. We 
were dog tired. We refueled the planes and finally got to the hotel. Time for dinner and then go to bed. 
Unfortunately, despite the tiredness, my biological clock was still running on Turin time, making my 
rest more of a cat-nap than a sleep and I woke up for good at 02:30 local, 08:30 in Italy. Rather than 
waste time, I took the opportunity to check-in for my flight back to Italy; a Turkish Airlines 777 back 
across the Atlantic to Istanbul and from there to Turin with a classic 737. 
We met for breakfast at 07:00 am local time. It was by no means a good day – it was raining and I 
was even more tired than before, not having slept.

At the airport everything was ready; weather conditions along the route checked, preflight checks 
and documents checked..... and here, I found myself with a huge, almost unbelievable problem! 
Even the arrival of a Yak 52 and a Nanchang CJ-6A in formation could not distract me from the 
problem. I took a couple of pictures but I was completely staggered and unable to think of a solution 
to this totally unexpected bombshell. 
It seems that my visa to enter the USA is not valid! My thoughts immediately flashed to Tom Hanks in 
“Terminal”, trapped because of an invalid visa! But how, you may ask, could someone like myself, an 
officer of the law, foul up on something like a visa – everybody knows you need one! Well, I have one 
– it’s called an ESTA, the electronic visa, I paid the US Government the required 14 dollars and there 
it is, in my passport. At this point customs in Wilkes Barre was following procedure and had formally 
denied us entry.

But the ESTA (I learned later) is only good for standard flights (airlines) – if you come by private 
plane you need the classic visa issued by the Embassy even if the ESTA says tourist of business 
flights for up to 90 days. However, if you enter the U.S. in a passenger car, you don’t need a visa ... 
quirks of bureaucracy. 
Imagine my state of mind at that moment ... desperate. Dierk’s wife and Margrit were preparing 
the TBM-900 and departed as the aircraft was scheduled for delivery to the customer in Florida by 
lunchtime. Dierk, his children and I remained in Bromont trying to solve the problem hanging over my 
arrival in the USA. 

Dierk called a customs official he knew at JFK airport, but he wasn’t very helpful, saying that in practical 
terms, I do not have the requirements to enter the United States. However, a short time later, he 
called us back and advised us to call a colleague of his, one with an obviously Italian surname. This 
official, once he was satisfied that I would be leaving the U.S. with the first available flight that same 
afternoon and that I had not in any way attempted to evade customs (having obviously completed 
the electronic visa application), said that provided we flew directly into JFK I could go through the 
necessary immigration process. 

Fantastic! So here we were with a small single-engine TBM-850 getting ready to file a flight plan 
for a landing at JFK, one of the busiest airports in the world, in the midst of real giants of the air. 
Dierk and his children were looking forward to freshly baked chocolate chip cookies - after all, it’s 
not every day you get to land at JFK. So at 14:00 Zulu (9.00 local) we left Bromont under a light rain 
and begin to orbit the field since Montreal could not hear our calls. Gaining height as we circled, 
Dierk tried again and again until finally the controller at Montreal heard our call and authorized us 
to FL 280, headed for Albany. The tension that I had accumulated up till then gave way to a relative 
tranquility. I still felt tired, but that was much better than the sense of helplessness I had felt in the 
morning because of my visa problem. 

ATC staff working in Narsarsuaq control tower

Greenland: flying over icebergs
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Narsarsuaq: TBM-850 ready to take off

Il TBM-900: flying over ices
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Bromont: flying over the the full apron of the airport
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This report was made with 
Olympus Cameras & Lenses
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Our flight south was totally uneventful. Every waypoint beneath us corresponded to a precisely 
banked turn thanks to the autopilot. The Garmin zoomed in automatically to each waypoint, just like 
car navigation. 
This last stage was very short, compared to the previous ones. In just one hour we were in the vicinity 
of New York. The transitions from one frequency to another were numerous and I do not remember how 
many controllers we contacted. All communications were rapid, synthetic and precise. 
We were authorized on finals for runway 31L and VERY aware of the intense traffic around us .... Awesome! 

An Airbus 340, one of Mr Branson’s Virgins, passed beneath us quite literally, on finals to another 
runway. I could hardly believe it. 
My adventure was almost over. A “friendly” Customs official solved my problem with the visa in the 
passport leaving little to do except to say farewell to Dierk and his children, Alex and Chris, who had 
accompanied us on the journey. We enjoyed the freshly backed chocolate chip cookies. Dierk found 
it noteworthy that landing for a GA aircraft at JFK is not a big deal. This compares to many large 
airports in Europe which are simply closed to GA or require landing fees in excess of $1000.  I was 
unable to find enough of the right words to thank Dierk and his family for the wonderful experience 
that they had given me; I had just had too much excitement with this incredible gift. 

Even today I as I look through my photos I wonder if it is all true, if this experience was real or not. I 
have no idea how many people have had the opportunity to cross the Atlantic in a single engine plane, 
though from what I was told, there aren’t too many (dare I say, with a certain hint of pride, “of us”). 
What will always remain with me are the wonderful memories of the trip, and a splendid friendship 
with Dierk which I’m sure will continue far into the future.

The awesome Canada’s landscape Goose Bay: control tower

A luxury visitor in Goose Bay: an Embraer Phenom 300

New York: long final approach for runway 31 at New York JFK airport

Simone Ciaralli - aviation enthusiast since his early childhood, he is free lance photo-
grapher and reporter. Acutally Simone collaborates with AirTeamImages.com and he is 
a Getty Images Contributo, he also published and he also produced somesome in-depth 
articles for ilVolo.it. 
He uses an Olympus Digital photographic equipment.
Olympus E5  Olympus E620, Zuiko 35-100 f2, Zuiko 14-54 f2,8, Zuiko 7-14 f4

Link: http://www.airteamimages.com/simone-ciaralli_pid1711.html

Simone Ciaralli

Ashleigh Hogg - former RAF “fast jet” pilot and Eurofighter SDM, currently enjoying life 
as an amateur historian and translator of books on Leonardo Da Vinci.
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Goose Bay: control tower The CL-415T is based in Goose Bay

Dierk, Chris and Alex

New York: JFK’s airport control tower and the skyline of New York city
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mont de marsan
photo by Massimo Rossi

France - Air Force
Dassault Mirage F1B
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France - Air Force
Dassault Mirage F1B

France - Air Force
Dassault Mirage F1

France - Air Force
Dassault Rafale C
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Mirage F1 passes the baton in Mont-de-Marsan 

After 40 years of loyal service spent in the Air Force, Mirage F1 bowed, Friday, June 13, 2014, 
with a ceremony on the 118th Air Base Mont-de-Marsan. 
Airmen - pilots, mechanics and support staff - who served on this mythical fighter aircraft - were invited on the basis Mons, also in the 
presence of their relatives. 
“It was a great honor to welcome the members of the family of Mirage F1,” said Lt. Col. Benjamin Souberbielle, commanding the reconnaissance squa-
dron 2/33”Savoie”, the last unit operating with the Mirage F1. “The fact that so many F1 veteran have moved also raises a lot of pride. This is a 
unique aircraft that has marked several generations of aviators.”
This exciting day began with a military ceremony presided over by General Antoine Creux, Major General of the Air Force, and also a former 
pilot of Mirage F1. Later in the afternoon, the main acrobatic formations of the Air Force have marked this event aerial demonstrations. For 
the occasion, a patrol of two Mirage F1 was associated with the program and conducted a tactical presentation of the aircraft. 
At the same time, a space dedicated to traditions was installed in a maintenance hangar of the airbase. Many rare items (photos, books 
marches, flags, badges) were grouped together, returning on the 40th anniversary of Mirage F1 and, more broadly, on the 100th anniversary 
of the mission of aerial reconnaissance. 

A photographic exhibition featuring hundreds of vintage photographs was also installed for the occasion.

France - Air Force
Dassault Mirage F1B

France - Air Force
Dassault Mirage F1
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France - Air Force
Dassault Mirage F1B

France - Air Force
Dassault Mirage F1B

France - Air Force
Dassault Mirage F1B
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France - Air Force
Dassault Mirage F1B

France - Air Force
Dassault Mirage F1B

France - Air Force
Dassault Rafale C
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LUCHTMACHTDAGEN 2014

GILZE-RIJEN

Netherlands - Air Force
Boeing AH-64D Apache Longbow
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by Rob Hendriks
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On June 20th and 21st the RNLAF Air Force Days 
were held at Gilze-Rijen Airbase. A nice variety 
of aircraft and helicopters visited this RNLAF 
helicopter base in Southern Netherlands to 
participate in the airshow. The first day already 
saw 65.000 spectators, followed by no less 
than 180.000 spectators on the second day. On 
the arrival day a spotters day was organized 
by the local spotters community GRAS which 
was attended by approximately 500 aviation 
enthusiasts. The weather conditions were 
challenging during the event, but at least it was 
dry for most of the weekend.

Out of area
The gates opened at eight o’clock in the mor-
ning, with the interesting part of the air display 
starting around eleven o’clock, there was 
plenty of time to visit the static display area. 
The theme of this year’s event was ‘Operatie 
Luchtsteun’ (Operation Air Support), to show the 
public where the various Dutch defense compo-
nents are active around the world. In the shelter 
area parts of the missions in Afghanistan, Mali 
and Somalia were shown. On the grass an ‘out 
of area’ compound was simulated starring three 
Apaches and two Chinooks.
The small runway 02/20 was used for the big-
gest part of the static display. It was very nice 
to see the F-4E-2020 Phantoms from Turkish 
Airbase Eskisehir back at Gilze-Rijen after their 
participation in 2005. Some other highlights of 
this years static display were the two MiG-29s 
from Poland and Slovakia, the Portuguese 
C-295M and the Polish build PZL SW-4 Puszczyk 
helicopter which visited The Netherlands for the 
first time.

Time of your life
The morning saw some air displays from the 
local based RNLAF Historic Flight. Followed by 
some Alouette 3 displays which celebrates its 
50 year anniversary this year. Around eleven 
o’clock in the morning the Royal Air Force ‘Red 
Arrows’  took to the sky to perform a fantastic 
display.
Operation Air Support was also visible in the air 
display. Two F-16s simulating the QRA task took 
off to intercept a Boeing B.787-8 Dreamliner 
operated by Arke Fly. This is the first Dreamliner 
registered in the Netherlands. When the B.787-8 
was safely escorted out of the area, hell broke 
lose. It was time for the airpower display. 
Various scenarios were simulated with multiple 
explosions, air attacks and evacuations. A total 
of twelve RNLAF helicopters took part in the 
airpower display, four Apaches, four Chinooks 
and four Cougars. It was very disappointing to 
see only four F-16s taking part in the airpower 
display.

After a 30 minute break an aircraft with some 
very special passengers arrived at Gilze-Rijen. 
It was one of the last flights of the MD-11 
operated by KLM with approximately fifty ill 
children on board. The ‘Hoogvliegers’ (High 
Flyers) Foundation regularly organize flights 
for terminally ill children to give them the time 
of their life. After their arrival the MD-11 was 
parked at the beginning of runway 20, and the 
children were transported to the public area. 
At the end of the day the kids boarded the MD-11 
again and flew back to Schiphol.

Many cancellations
One of the highlights intended for the static 
display were the two UH-72 Lakota of US Army 
base Hohenfels, unfortunately they didn’t get the 
approval from higher command. The Polish MiG-
29 display also intended to take part in the air 
display, but this was changed into static display 
as the display team had to participate in an 
airshow at the French airbase Cazaux. Another 
big cancellation was the participation of the 
Breiting Jet Team operating the L-39 trainers. 
Their participation was blocked by the Human 
Environment and Transport Inspectorate, which 
believes their display is not within safety limits. 
Due to various short notice cancellations there 
were a lot of gaps in the air display. Despite that 
we saw a nice variety of helicopters and fighter 
aircraft performing to their limits. The RNLAF 
Apache display team with pilots Major Roland 
“Wally” Blankenspoor and Major Harm “Kaas” 
Cazemier gave a nice display with lots of flares. 
The second RNLAF team to perform at Gilze-
Rijen is the F-16 display team with pilot Jeroen 
“Slick” Dickens from 323 Sqn, pushing the jet to 
the edge in his first display season. This was not 
the only F-16 display during the Luchtmachtda-
gen 2014 as both the Belgian and Hellenic F-16 
display team showed their abilities.
One of the highlights of this years air display 
was the MiG-29 Fulcrum of the Slovak Air 
Force. Although the Fulcrum is not nearly as 
agile as the F-16 it is always nice to see these 
old smokers at an airshow. A team rarely seen 
in Northern Europe is the Spanish helicopter 
display team Patrulla Aspa. This team operates 
five Eurocopter EC.120 Colibri’s and performs 
a nice tight display with some impressive 
formation flying. The Swiss F-18 Hornet display 
team was the closer of this year’s event.

© Rob Hendriks
www.fly-by.nl

Poland - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-29 Fulcrum

Netherlands - Air Force
Boeing AH-64D Apache Longbow

C-47D/F Chinook
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Netherlands - Air Force
NH-90 NFH
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ArkeFly (TUI Airlines Nederland)
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner

Turkey - Air Force
McDonnell Douglas F-4E Terminator 2020

RAF-Red Arrows

F/A-18C HornetPatrulla Aspa (Ec-120 Colibri)
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MiG-29A Fulcrum
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barcelona!

American Airlines’ Boeing 767

ph Ennio Varani
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Avianca’s Airbus A330

US Airways Airbus A330
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Cargolux’s Boeing 747 Freighter

Pegasus’ Boeing 737 Luxair’s Bombardier Q400
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Vueling Airbus A320

One of the spotting points in BCN

German’s Airbus A319 in Gambia Bird livery
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Fujifilm launches its first weather resistant 
XF lens

FUJINON LENS XF18-135mmF3.5-5.6 R LM 
OIS WR

Fujifilm Corporation (President: Shigehiro Nakajima) is announcing 
the release of its XF18-135mm high magnification zoom lens. The 
XF18-135mmF3.5-5.6 R LM OIS WR will be available from July 
2014.
This latest addition to the company’s line up of profession-grade 
lenses for X-series interchangeable-lens cameras covers a 
wide shooting range of 27mm wide-angle to 206mm telephoto 
equivalent*. It has the world’s most advanced 5.0-stop image 
stabilization technology** and features a dust-proof and 
waterproof structure with weather resistant sealing applied to 
more than 20 different areas of the lens.
Covering a wide shooting range, from 27mm wide-angle to 
206mm telephoto*
The new XF18-135mm lens is suited to a variety of scene types 
and subject matter as it covers frequently used angles of view. 
These include wide-angle shooting, often used for landscapes 
and architecture with an excellent sense of perspective (27mm 
equivalent); a normal angle of view that naturally captures the 
image as it is (35mm, 40mm, 50mm equivalent); and telephoto, 
which allows you to zoom right in to capture portraits and sports 
scenes (85mm, 135mm, 200mm equivalent) with its 7.5x zoom.
To achieve high descriptive performance with sharpness and 
rich contrast from the wide-angle to the telephoto, high-
performance glass including 4 aspherical glass lenses and 2 ED 
glass lenses has been used. Multi-layer HT-EBC, which has high 
permeability (99.8%) and low reflectance (0.2%), is applied 
to the entire lens to effectively reduce lens flare and ghosting, 
which often occur in backlight conditions.Utilizing the wide zoom 

range of the lens, there is more freedom in composition and 
selecting angles.

Fast autofocus (max. 0.10sec.), silent operation
The XF18-135mmF3.5-5.6 R LM OIS WR uses an inner focusing 
mechanism*** for rapid autofocus speeds. This was engineered 
by making the focus lens lighter and installing a linear motor. 
When this lens is combined with an X-series camera body*4 
which is compatible with phase detection AF, smooth photo-
graphy is offered with faster AF.
Linear motor technology which directly drives the focus lens 
creates low noise for silent operation when shooting movies.

World’s most advanced 5.0-stop image stabilization function
In order to achieve the world’s most advanced 5.0-stop image 
stabilization performance, the ability to detect movement in 
the low-frequency band was improved, and an algorithm to 
accurately sense blur from the detected signal was developed. 
Correction performance was doubled in the low-speed shutter 
range. This helps to support a lightly-equipped shooting style 
without the use of a tripod.
The newly adopted high-precision gyro sensor is installed with 
quartz oscillators which detect movement from high frequency 
to low frequency bandwidths.

Weather resistant structure
Weather resistant structure with sealing applied to 20 different 
areas of the lens barrel is resistant to typical atmospheric 
changes that occur in a natural environment, such as sudden 
rain, dust, and splashes of water.
In order to improve the feel when adjusting the zoom, a ventila-
tor has been placed on the inside of the base of the lens barrel. 
The structure effectively prevents dust particles and moisture 
from getting into the lens to ensure smooth operation.
Designed to be paired with the Fujifilm X-T1 and its dedicated 
vertical grip VG-XT1 which also have weather resistant bodies.

Light-weight and compact design for excellent portability
The XF18-135mm lens offers a wide shooting range, advanced 
image stabilization, and a dust-proof, waterproof structure, all in 
a compact structure.
When combined with the X-T1, the camera and lens weigh a 
mere 930g. This highly portable weather resistant kit offers 
much improved flexibility and wider photo opportunities to the 
photographer.
The adoption of 4 aspherical lenses, each of which delivers the 
performance of multiple general spherical lenses together, has 
been used to achieve the lens’ extremely short optical length. 
With an easily maneuverable size and good holding balance with 
the total lens length, a comfortable shooting style is promised.

In keeping with its tradition of excellence and the new standard 
of performance, RICOH IMAGING AMERICAS CORPORATION is 
proud to announce the launch of the PENTAX K-3 Prestige Edition.
The K-3 Prestige is a special-edition model of the original 
PENTAX K-3, the flagship of the K-mount digital SLR camera 
series. It comes in a stylish, high grade, gunmetal gray shade 
and commemorates the many awards bestowed upon the K-3 
by revered photography publications and organizations such as; 
DPreview, PC Magazine, Imaging Resource, as well as the Techni-
cal Image Press Associations (TIPA) award for “Best Digital SLR 
Expert” in 2014. This illustrious version of the award winning K-3 
will be available in a limited quantity making this special edition 
highly sought after.
The PENTAX K-3 Prestige Gunmetal Edition* will be made 
available in a limited quantity with only 2,000 units being offered 
worldwide. This limited-edition model features a sleek, gunmetal 
gray body with a BG-5 battery grip designed exclusively for the 
K-3. This makes it a perfect match for the HD PENTAX DA Limited 
lens series, which is designed for unrivaled image rendering. 
This special package also includes an exclusive, black leather 
strap, a gunmetal D-BG5 battery grip, and two dedicated batteri-
es for use in both the camera body and the battery grip.

As the Premiere DSLR in Ricoh Imaging’s robust and full-featu-
red APS-C lineup, the PENTAX K-3 brings unparalleled technology 
and advanced specifications presenting photographers with a 
solution that raises the bar while removing limitations. The K-3 
provides an array of outstanding features, including high-
resolution image reproduction with approximately 24 effective 
megapixels, a 27-point AF system, high-speed continuous 
shooting at approximately 8.3 images per second, high-precision 
exposure control with a newly designed 86,000 pixel RGB light-
metering sensor, a new, large, high-resolution LCD monitor, and 
an optical viewfinder with the largest, brightness subject image 
in its class. 
The AA simulator, a highly innovative function developed speci-
fically for the K-3, allows the user to effectively minimize moiré 
without actually installing an optical AA filter in the camera. This 
provides a choice of filtered or filter-free shooting for a given 
scene or subject. The K-3 also offers greatly-enhanced movie 
recording features and smartphone-accessible functions. The 
time-proven dustproof, weather-resistant body construction 
ensures dependable, flawless performance in the field.

RICOH IMAGING releases special-edition 
Prestige model of the award winning PENTAX K-3
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by Lutz Pfeiffer

tiger meet 2014

Turkey - Air Force
Lockheed Martin  F-16DJ Fighting Falcon

France - Air Force
Dassault Rafale C
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Czech Republic - Air Force
Saab JAS-39C Gripen

Turkey - Air Force
Lockheed Martin  F-16DJ Fighting Falcon

German - Air Force
Eurofighter EF-2000A Typhoon 

Poland - Air Force
Lockheed Martin F-16DJ Fighting Falcon

Czech Republic - Air Force
Mil Mi-24V
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Lutz Pfeiffer, born 40 years ago in Rostock, live near Berlin and a few years ago began to take pictures 
of airplanes in Tegel. 
He really likes this airport, even if the traffic is sometimes a bit boring. First he was interested only 
in civil aviation, but in 2007 he started to take pictures of military aircrafts and in 2008 he visited the 
Luchtmachtdagen in Leeuwarden, his first Air Show. 
In the last years he made some spotting trips to Italy (Sardinia), Portugal, the United Kingdom and of 
course to the countries near Germany like Netherlands, Belgium, France, Poland and Czechia. 
In 2014 he upgraded his equipment to a Canon EOS 60D and bought the Tamron AF 70-300mm 4-5.6 Di 
SP VC USD. 

France - Air Force
Dassault Mirage 2000-5F
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Germany - Air Force
Panavia Tornado ECR

Austrian - Air Force
Saab 105OE

France - Air Force
Dassault Rafale C

Switzerland - Air Force
McDonnell Douglas F/A-18C Hornet

EF-2000A German AF and Mirage 2000-5F France AF
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France - Navy
Dassault Rafale M

Austrian - Air Force
Saab 105OE
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by Giorgio Varisco

Buochs’

Switzerland - Air Force
Dassault (FW Emmen) Mirage IIIRS
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According to the Swiss military doctrine, the Swiss 
Air Force used many dispersed airbases in order to 
increase its survivability in case of a sudden attack. As 
years passed, and fighters became more expensive, 
some airbases were closed forever (like Turtmann), 
some were converted to civilian use (like Ambrì), and 
some were kept as “sleeping bases”, ready to be quic-
kly reactivated as needed. One such base is Buochs, 
near Lucerne, known for hosting the Pilatus aircraft 
factory. Buochs’ military zone was deactivated in 2003, 
when the Mirage IIIs were retired, and was given the 
“sleeping base” status.
From 13th to 15th may 2014, during the yearly reser-
vists recall, Buochs’ military zone was reactivated 
for the REVITA 2014 exercise. Four F-18 Hornets and 
four F-5 Tigers were redeployed to Buochs to train 
both pilots and ground crews to operate, perform 
maintenance and provide adequate security on an 
unusual airfield. As usual for Swiss airports, Buochs 
is a very spotter-friendly base, with low fences or, in 
most areas, no fences at all. The best spotting point 
is at the level crossing in the middle of the runway. 
As if the base itself weren’t spotter-friendly enough, 
the Swiss Air Force organized a shuttle service with 
military trucks from special parking spots on unused 
taxiways to the various spotting points!
REVITA 2014 was probably the last chance to see active 
Swiss military jets in Buochs, since the military part 
is scheduled for complete deactivation in 2016, when 
the F-5 Tigers will be phased out. However, it will still 
be possible to see recently completed Pilatus aircraft 
performing test or delivery flights, and sometimes it 
will be possible to see a Mirage III performing taxi runs 
under its own power… Mirage Verein Buochs, a local 
museum housed in an engine test hangar, owns a fully 
working, albeit non-airworthy, Mirage IIIRS!

Switzerland - Air Force
Northrop F-5E Tiger II

Switzerland - Air Force
McDonnell Douglas F/A-18C Hornet

India - Air Force
Pilatus PC-7 Mk2
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Switzerland - Air Force
Northrop F-5E Tiger II

Switzerland - Air Force
Northrop F-5E Tiger II

Switzerland - Air Force
McDonnell Douglas F/A-18C Hornet
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Switzerland - Air Force
McDonnell Douglas F/A-18C Hornet

Switzerland - Air Force
Pilatus PC-21

Switzerland - Air Force
Eurocopter TH05 (EC-135P-2+)
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Tamron‘s All-In-One™ Zoom Lens Evolution Continues Announcing 
An Exceptional New Lens For Full-Frame DSLRs

Since the launch of its first versatile high-performance, high-
power zoom, the 28-200mm (Model 71D) in 1992, Tamron has 
continued to expand its long-range zoom portfolio. In response to 
the growing popularity of full-frame digital SLR cameras, 

Tamron is now launching a new, full-frame, high-power zoom 
incorporating PZD (Piezo Drive), a standing-wave ultrasonic 
motor system optimized for swift, quiet autofocus, along with the 
acclaimed VC (Vibration Compensation) mechanism plus a new 
upscala cosmetic design and finish. This all-In-oneTM 28-300mm 
lens delivers superb image quality In a remarkably compact, 
lightweight package, and is the fruit of Tamron‘s program of 
extensive technological development over the years.

Features and Functions
PZD (FTM)
The PZD ultrasonic motor delivers a noticeably faster and at the 
same time quieter autofocus action – ideal for capturing spon-
taneous moments in razor-sharp images. Furthermore, it also 
allows you the option of manually focussing the lens at any time.
VC Image Stabilization (Vibration Compensation)

The tried-and-tested Tamron VC Image Stabilizer (Vibration 
Compensation) ensures this lens delivers sharp and shake-free 
images. This means that the lens is also perfectly suited for 
hand-held photos and low-light conditions.
Splash-proof design

The complex lens construction is splash-proof. As a result, this 
lens is also suitable for sophisticated outdoor photography.

Tamron 28-300mm F/3.5-6.3 Di VC PZD
Brilliant Evolution
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Nikon Releases New RAW Image Processing and 
Adjustment Software, Capture NX-D

Nikon Corporation is pleased to announce that a beta version of Capture NX-D will be available free 
of charge beginning today. Capture NX-D is new software for processing and adjusting RAW images 
captured with Nikon digital cameras.
Capture NX-D is a free software application that will replace the current Capture NX 2 application. 
RAW images (NEF or NRW file extension) captured with Nikon D-SLR cameras, Nikon 1 advanced ca-
meras with interchangeable lenses, and Nikon COOLPIX compact digital cameras can be loaded into 
the application for processing and adjustment of images. In addition to RAW images, the application 
can also be used to adjust JPEG and TIFF files.
During the period that Capture NX-D is available as a beta version, Nikon will invite users to try the 
software, and will collect feedback about the user experience and the application from those using 
it. Nikon will then use this feedback to improve the application prior to its official release.
The new software will support many functions needed by professional photographers, including 
batch image processing, filtering and an enhanced user interface with a variety of displays and 
floating palettes that are ideal for multiple monitors. Additionally, photographers will also have the 
ability to adjust parameters including exposure and white balance in RAW files, and can adjust tone 
curves, brightness, and contrast, as well as functions for correcting lateral color aberration and 
vignetting in JPEG and TIFF files. The software also features a new “sidecar” format, which retains 
and saves the adjusted image as a separate file.
Nikon will continue to update and provide support for the current Capture NX 2 application while 
the beta version of Capture NX-D is available. Once the official version of Capture NX-D is released, 
Capture NX 2 will no longer be supported with updates.

The new Tokina AT-X 70-200mm F/4 PRO FX VCM-S lens featuring a new Vibration 
Correction Module and ring-shaped ultrasonic style auto-focus motor. This lens is 
designed for digital cameras with full sized sensors as well as APS-C (DX) sensors. 

The Tokina AT-X 70-200mm lens is the first lens with Tokina’s new proprietary VCM 
(Vibration Correction Module). This technology allows for up to 3 stops of vibration 
correction* to reduce the affect of camera shake in situations were a tripod or 
monopod cannot be used. 

Additionally the new 70-200 Lens features a complete ring-shaped ultrasonic motor 
for faster and quieter auto-focus. This new motor allows for the minute adjustments 
between AF and manual focus modes dramatically increasing operability. The “S” 
denotes the new ultrasonic motor. 

The optical design of this lens has 3 SD (FK01) Super-low Dispersion glass elements to 
correct for chromatic aberration and maintain heightened optical quality throughout 
the zoom range. 

Tokina’s announcement of the AT-X 70-200 lens expands the lens lineup to include 
a compact high-performance telephoto zoom lens that has great portability in a 
professional caliber telephoto lens. 

A tripod collar is available, sold separately. 

TOKINA AT-X 70-200MM F/4 FX VCM-S LENS
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4Aviation was founded in 2008. The idea came from being military aviation enthusiasts ourselves. 
When we started organising aviation tours there was no company doing this from continental 
Europe with a focus on military aviation. As far as we were able to find out, it was only possible to 
join military oriented tours from the UK. We were under the impression that there was a market for 
‘somebody’ to fill this gap on the continent.
 
During 2008 we started by making sure that the name 4Aviation was visible frequently and started 
creating a crowd. This way we were able to send the travel plans for our first real tour to a fair 
number of people. It appeared that we had already gathered enough people in our ‘database’ to 
attract the minimum number of people necessary for that first tour. Better still, we were able to get 
16 people to join us to Greece in November 2008. 
 
From there it all went very fast. Having travelled a lot ourselves we didn’t see any limitations on 
where to go. Therefore our second tour was a tour to Japan (April 2009) and we headed for Libya 
(LAVEX) that same year with a group of 26 people. This year, in September, we will be organising our 
100th tour already! This 100th tour will take a group to the Malta International Air Show. 
 
Libya (October 2009) was one that will stay in our memory for a long time. The ‘best’ tour, in our 
opinion, was our February 2011 tour to Sri Lanka and India. We would love to repeat that one!
 
The way we work is fairly easy. We publish our tour schedule on our website www.4aviation.nl (which 
is a dynamic schedule, tours are added whenever we feel there’s something worthwhile coming up). 
We publish a monthly newsletter (in English and Dutch) and this lists all tours and all relevant news 
items that we want to communicate. Whenever somebody is interested in a tour he or she can inform 
us. That individual will be informed about the specifics of a tour (prices, dates, etc.) as soon as they 
are available. This means before the details are listed on our website. This gives you a head start!
 
From the feedback that we get from our customers (well over 1200 individuals from all over the 
world have joined us already at least once) we have concluded that people like the following aspects 
of 4Aviation;
 
•         Our focus on photography, this means that we allow time for the best photos to be taken
•         Our flexibility (before and during tours)
•         Our personal approach
•         Actually answering to e-mails (and fast)
•         Being honest about what to expect during a tour
•         Our fair pricing
 
We feel that we have well-earned our position as a respected aviation tour operator in a short period 
of time. This is also due to our customers. They help in spreading the word about 4Aviation and they 
keep coming back time after time. 
 
For the coming years we will keep doing our utmost to keep offering interesting tours to destinations 
all over the world. We will keep aiming for unique opportunities!

more info at: www.4aviation.nl
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