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by Massimo Pieranunzi

From this new issue, Spotters Magazine will 
be written entirely in English. 
We made this choice to allow everyone from 
everywhere to read our magazine. 
The editors have done a great job to offer 
articles and reports up to expectations. 
We open the number three with a report 
from aboard Nave Cavour, the Italian Navy’s 
carrier, with an amazing overview of the 
activities on the flight deck.
In addition we gave an ample space to the 
spotting guides: London, Amsterdam, 
LasVegas , St. Petersburg , Moscow , 
Shenzhen, and Frankfurt are the protagonists 
of this issue. 
Great report also from  airshows with stories 
about Duxford , Kesckmet and Malta.
We met Riccardo Braccini , co- founder of 
Aviopress  with an impressive experience 
in  air to air photography , and Peter 
Steehouwer  aviation photographer with 
great experience.
We couldn’t miss a report from the TLP 
Spotters day , as well as other reports and 
articles on equipment and photographic 
accessories , watches, etc. 
I hope you enjoy reading and I take this opportunity 
to thank all those who sent images and texts.
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Tv crew in action on board
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36 hours on board!
Photos by Fabrizio Tuzii
Edited by Carlo Dedoni

AV-8B Italian Navy take off from the Cavour Sky Jump

Italian Navy AV-8B landing on the Cavour’s fliyng deck



On monday 30 September, Deputy Secretary General Ambassador Alexander Vershbow together with 
ambassadors, commanders and other representatives from the North Atlantic Council and NATO’s 
Military Committee observed Allied naval forces in action in the Mediterranean Sea. 
From 25 September until 6 october, a large fleet of warships from NATO’s Response Force (NRF) con-
ducted manoeuvres as part of the ‘’Brilliant Mariner’’ exercise off Italy’s Sicilian and Sardinian coasts. 
‘’This exercise tests, and sharpens, the ability of units from different NATO countries to work together 
seamlessly,’’the Deputy Secretary General said.
Ambassador Vershbow joined by General Knud Bartels, Chairman of the Military Committee, Supreme 
Allied Commander Europe, General Philip Breedlove and other members of NATO’s top decision making 
bodies observed the exercise from the flight deck of the Italian aircraft carrier Nave Cavour. 
“Brilliant Mariner” was one of several major exercises being held this autumn to test the NRF’s crisis 
response capabilities.
The Deputy Secretary General stressed the importance of exercises like “Brilliant Mariner,” which he 
said are “a vital part” of keeping NATO’s spearhead Response Force ready for use. 
He said that NATO is the gold standard of military cooperation between different countries and forces 
especially after its operations in Afghanistan, Kosovo, and off the Horn of Africa. 
“It is exercises like this which will keep us ready to deal with any threat, and conduct any future ope-
ration together,” said Ambassador Vershbow. “That is why NATO has launched the Connected Forces 
Initiative, to increase the number and scale of multinational exercises in the years to come, to make 
sure that our forces are always ready to deploy side by side, and fight side by side.” 
Twenty-three ships from six nations took part in the exercise as well as over 5,000 military and naval 
personnel from 14 Allied nations. The exercise, which started on 25 September, ran until 6 October.
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Navy Sikorsky SH-60 Seahawk
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Tv crew in action

Italian Navy Agusta Westland AW 101
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On board 

Italian Navy AV-8B  landing on the Cavour’s fliyng deck 
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Italian Navy AV-8B and TAV-8B

Italian Navy Crew at work Italian Navy AV-8B parking on the Cavour’s fliyng deck Italian Navy Agusta Westland AW 101

The Cavour’s fliyng deck maintenance hangar
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London calling
report by A.J. Best

Aérospatiale-BAC Concorde
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London Heathrow Airport is a major international airport serving London, England; is the busiest airport 
in UK and the 3rd in the world for passengers traffic and is located at 25km west of central London.
With its 5 passengers terminals and 1 cargo terminal receive more than 80 carriers from all the world 
for more than 180 destinations.
LHR had 2 runways, oriented east-west: 09R/27L  09L/27R.
This airport has no official photography locations and standing by the fence is not always tolerated: but 
that said a few unofficial spots still exist!
Landing on 27R has some good photos spots near whats called the white huts. 
27R departure shots can be taken in the summer as the traffic turns on to 27R from the North side 
perimeter road but the fence and heat haze can make this location tricky. 27L arrivals are easy as the 
famous Myrtle Avenue park is used a lot but the aircraft tend to be a little too near for easy shots so 
best to use the path on the A30 road. 

27L Line up shots can be taken from the perimeter road that runs parallel with the A30 but a new fence 
getting built might put an end to this as a photo location. 

27L airborne photos can be taken near the Esso Petrol station on the Southwest perimeter road.

When is in use the runway 09L:  the building of T5 has made a newer photo spot from the M25 spur road 
embankment for landing shots on 09L. 
Unfortunately no photo spots exist for ground photos on 09 operations. For those with 400mm+ dramatic 
banking photos can be taken a miles away at Blenheim Park Feltham when on 09 dep.
All other spots are good for a 75-250mm lens. Airbus A340

Boeing B-757
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Boeing B-777 

Boeing B-747

Airbus A-330
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A.J. Best livest 30 miles away from LHR but have worked at LHR for the last 7 years. 
He has started taking photos in the early 80s using slide & print film.
Actually he uses a Canon 50D.
His photo/spotting is a hobby but has a crossover to his job.

 Airbus A-380 

Boeing B-777 

Boeing B-787 

Boeing B-777

Airbus A-380
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Volando con Jet Privati potrete viaggiare ovunque in qualsiasi
momento e trarre il massimo vantaggio della vostra giornata.
Deciderete voi l’orario di partenza, eviterete lunghe attese di
check-in e avrete più tempo da dedicare alle cose importanti.
È la vostra compagnia privata.

www.jetprivati.it

IL TEMPO COME VALORE,
LA COMODITÀ COME FILOSOFIA,
LA SICUREZZA COME REGOLA.

Prenotazioni:
Italia +39 800 911 744  -  Int. +41 912 087 003 
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Riccardo Braccini
interview by Carlo Dedoni

F-16A/ADF 23° Gruppo Italian Air Force
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Passion for photos, passion for aviation or both... Can you tell us hou did you 
start your spotter career?
Even forcing myself to remember, I’m not able to remember when my passion for 
aviation started. I want to tell that, for a curious twist of fate, I was born with this 
interest without a real reason. The first sign of my passion goes back to the first audio 
recording of my own voice, in this 30 year old musicassette I’m asking to my parents 
to drive me at the airport to see airplanes. Over the years my passion was completely 
focused on military aviation, following many airshows and making videos. As time went 
on, a “worm” has crept into my head bringing me to find the way to raise the bar and to 
be able to access in airbases with the aim to do something better. From here I had the 
the idea to try the switch from videos to photos and to ask to the various military head 
offices the permits for the access in military bases. 
Initially I found many doors closed, but with the benefit of hindsight I can say “rightly 
closed”, because what is passion for us is also a job for all the people involved and as a 
job it needs professionalism: you can’t access into a military base at first time without 
any skill or reason both for security and for image keeping of the armed force reasons, 
let alone if you aim to go to flight!
In January 2004 I founded Aviopress with my friend Roberto Petagna with the aim to 
display our photos, but this wasn’t certainly enough. Only with perseverance I was able 
to achieve the goals that I set initally. So in 2004 I started to send requests also outside 
Italy and finally, in June, for a twist of fate, I was invited from Austrian Air Force for 
the Journalist Tage (the day of journalist n.d.a.). Journalist Tage was indeed more that 
a simple journalist day: all the invited journalists would spend an entire week in Austria 
visiting the airbases every day and, as declared in the invitation, with the promise 
that the organizers would have made the possible to create occasions of boarding in 
airplanes. The invitation was valid for two people for every invited journal, but I was 
alone and without any journal... I went in Austria without a clear perception of what was 
waiting me, but I can briefly summarize this story with some cues: I was the only Italian 
nd I was alone, the rest of the journals sent two reporters, it was absolutely true that 
organizers would have created the opportunity to fly with all the aircraft so much so 
that every day of that week, both morning and afternoon, they took us in flight. Since 

all the journals sent two reporters, one of them flew in the morning, the other in the 
afternoon, but since I was alone, I could fly both in the morning and in the afternoon! If 
you think that my first flyght was on board of Saab 105 in formation with Drakens, you 
could imagine what kind of experience I’ve lived! As I came back in Italy with a large 
amount of photos, I decided to try to publish my works on some journals and “JP4 
Mensile Aeronautica” gave me the possibility, even dedicating the cover to my work. 
After this experience, my requests were met otherwise and I started my career as 
photoreporter, a career that next year will turn ten years, and Aviopress became the 
showcase of our works for the press. 

What are the satisfactions derived from what you do? 
The satisfactions are many and various. Every publication on a magazine that will be 
read from thousands of people is a great satisfaction as well as a poster that adverti-
ses the Italian Army Aviation and that you can see at every major event. But it’s a great 
satisfaction to stop for a moment when you are taking your photos of a formation flight 
and think that you are really there, right where you had longed to get. 

If you were to suggest to a novice the basics to become a good aviation photo-
grapher what would you say? 
Internet gave us great accessibility to many informations that otherwise we would not 
have been able to obtain. My first tip for a novice of photography is to make a thing 
while sitting on the desk and with the camera inside the backpack or the bag: many 
photography websites report the EXIF  (Exchangeable image file format) data among 
which you can find the camera settings. Select the shots that you prefer and then check 
the data and examine the composition. After this go to the airport and try to to repeat 
what you’ve seen. When you’ll be able to repeat this, you could continue to make your 
tests and develop your own way to make photos.
In your opinion must a photo be thought of or it comes by chance? How do your 
photos come up? 
This question makes me very happy because touches a very important theme for me. 
I have my own system that I’ve improved over the years and that I still implement on 

A109-NEXUS Italian PoliceLet L-410UVP-E Turbolet Slovenian Air Force
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every flight. If you go in flight without a very clear idea of what you have to do not only 
you aren’t doing a suitable thing by the photographic point of view, but you also make 
something dangerous for the safety of flight. If you fly with armed forces that have 
the task to fly in formation, the consequencies of inexperience and unpreparedness 
are less problematic than a flight with and armed force that hasn’t in its “DNA” the 
formation flying. In this case you have to be prepared to explain to the crews what do 
you want  and need during the flight or you risk to fail. 
Personally, I have refined my own technique: in the days before the flight I think to the 
photos that I’d like to do, I try to visualize the positions and, if possible, I jot down my 
ideas on a piece of paper giving names to photos and following the logic of the various 
phases of flight. For example, if I call “Alpha” the take-off phase and I have in my mind a 
couple of pictures in different positions during this phase, I’ll call Alpha1 the first photo 
and Alpha2 the second one. There is an essential step before every flight: being part of 
the crew that will fly the aircraft, I’m involved in the mission and flight safety briefings. 
In this occasion, I always ask to have a few minutes dedicated to my own briefing with 
the crew. During this meeting I explain what I want to do and in what positions I’d like to 
take my photos, showing as examples some of the photos that I’ve already done. Then, 
if I can, I distribute my notes with the names of the photos and that’s it. Even in flight, if 
I see that the photo “Charlie4” don’t come out as I want, I can ask to all the crews to do 
again “Charlie 4”  and they know the name and the position trepeat that picture. Let’s 
say that, with this kind of work, the 80 % of the photos is already virtually done without 
even being mounted on board.

What about your photograhic equipment?
Given my age and the fact that when I was younger I made videos and not photos, I didn’ 
live the analog era of photography. When I had to decide what to buy I chose Canon. 
But in all seriousness between “canonists” and “nikonists”, I think that there aren’t 
abysmal differcences between Canon and Nikon. Definitely an unbiased canonist would 
appreciate some features of the Nikon equiment as well as a Nikonist appreciates some 
features of the Canon equipment.  I never aimed to have the latest model of camera 
body, both for economic reasons and because I think it’s the lens that makes the photo 

because now the camera bodies are all of a high quality. Then I lived the moment of 
the 300D, the 20D and 40D and then I stopped. I bought a lens with ad hoc focal for 
formation flying, a 28-135mm, and a “little gun”, that is the mythical 100-400mm. Then, 
thanks to friends, I could appreciate several times the 10-22mm and the fixed 500mm 
lenses. I can say that I leave to others the megapixel race. 

Open question: could you tell us the fist picture of this story?
In this shot you can see a F-16 ADF from the 23rd Group of the 5th Wing (Cervia Air 
Base). Veltro01, it was the callsign of the mission, took off with other three F-16s to 
carry out a slow mover interception training mission. I was on board the “hare” that 
the fighters would have had to hunt, a Italian Air Force’s SIAI S.208. I can say that 
listening on the radio the interception, with the knowledge that you are the target, is 
an impressive expericence. 
In the picture you can see as the F-16 is trying to stay in wing with the S.208 with the 
airbrakes completely extended. The background is the area of the Comacchio valleys. 

You took part to many events, exercises and air shows worldwide. What is the 
experience that you you feel more immersive? 
One of the most engaging exercises in which I participated was the Northern Viking 
2008 held in Keflavik, Iceland. During this experience I and my colleague Stefano Cia-
batti were the only accredited medias, then if you think that we had an airport fully 
available for us and we took part to an air refueling mission over the North Sea with 
the USAF KC-135, you could understand that it was definitely a great adventure. Another 
awesome experience, one of those that remain in the heart, was definitely the entire 
week of navigation on board the Italian Navy ship “Garibaldi”. 

Does an experienced photographer miss a photo? Is there a picture that you 
have done but you would like to do it again? 
Absolutely yes, it is normal. On the other hand, published photos are a small percentage 
of all the picture taken, or because in a photographic sequence there are many similar 
photos or because there are various mistakes. During the air to air sessions is prefe-

AV8-B Italian Navy take off from Garibaldi’sky jump
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Italian Navy TAV-8B and AV-8B 

Italian Air Force SIAI SF-260 Italian Army CH-47 Chinook
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rable not to make mistakes, or at least to contain them, because there is a small detail 
that matters a lot: having the permit to fly is a hard goal to achieve and if you fail the 
pictures when you are in flight you probably didn’t get a second chance! Once the flight 
is concluded also photo opportunities are ended. 
The photos I’d like to redo are those of the first flights I’ve done, because I want to try 
it again with my actual experience. 

Experience, technical knowledge, luck, equipment: what do you believe that you 
cannot give up? 
I refer to the previous answer: fortunately you can not give up the experience, because 
with experience you can overcome the technical, equipment and sometimes also to 
fortune or misfortune.

What are your projects and ambitions for the future as aviation photographer? 
The beauty of this passion is that you can afford to have no lead limits, you should only 
be persevering in what you want to do. Then I can only say that one of my ambitions is 
to begin to publish books about the work that I’ve done and that I will do.

AW139 AW139 Italian Coast Guard

A formation of 4 Italian Air Force F16A/ ADF from  the 23° Gruppo
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A-109 Italian Police

AW-129 Mangusta Italian Army

A formation of 2 Italian Air Force NH-500 Pilatus PC-7
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Reflexion DSLR + iPad® Backpack

A photo bag that is worth a thousand words – now there is something to capture! 
This trendsetting backpack defies the typical camera case by offering depths of 
protection in a cushioned pod with adjustable storage walls and also transforms 
easily into a modern, casual carry-all. The versatility, contemporary details and 
multi-purpose pockets and storage will keep you stylish and organized whenever 
you step out. Backpack features a protective stash pocket for your tablet and 
removable camera pod stores DSLR camera, 1-2 additional lenses or flash and 
accessories.

Reflexion DSLR + iPad® Small Cross-body Bag

A photo bag that is worth a thousand words – now there is something 
to capture! This trendsetting messenger defies the typical camera case 
by offering depths of protection in a cushioned pod with adjustable sto-
rage walls and also transforms easily into a modern, casual carry-all. 
The versatility, contemporary details and multi-purpose pockets and 
storage will keep you stylish and organized whenever you step out. 
Messenger bag features a protective stash pocket for your tablet and 
removable camera pod stores DSLR camera, additional lens, flash or 
accessories.

Case Logic
www.caselogic.com

by Massimo Pieranunzi
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Reflexion DSLR + iPad® Small Cross-body Bag

A photo bag that is worth a thousand words – now there is something 
to capture! This trendsetting messenger defies the typical camera case 
by offering depths of protection in a cushioned pod with adjustable sto-
rage walls and also transforms easily into a modern, casual carry-all. 
The versatility, contemporary details and multi-purpose pockets and 
storage will keep you stylish and organized whenever you step out. 
Messenger bag features a protective stash pocket for your tablet and 
removable camera pod stores DSLR camera, additional lens, flash or 
accessories.

SLR Camera/Laptop Backpack

This tough and ready SLR backpack was designed to keep pace with your 
approach to photography. Rugged styling with a professional grade interior and 
organization will take you anywhere the shots are waiting.

SLR Camera Holster

This tough and ready SLR holster was designed to keep pace with your ap-
proach to photography. Rugged styling with a professional grade interior 
and organization will take you anywhere the shots are waiting.
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red bull air race

The Championship resume in 2014
edited by Massimo Pieranunzi - photo Red Bull

Peter Besenyei in action 

Peter Besenyei  

Peter Besenyei and his Corvus-Racer
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red bull air race

 Hungarian-built Corvus Racer
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Red Bull Air Race World Championship returns in 2014

The Red Bull Air Race World Championship will be back in the skies in February 2014 
with a full seven-race World Championship staged in 6 countries on 3 continents. The 
return of the world’s fastest motorsport series was announced at a news conference 
at the Putrajaya Maritime Centre in Malaysia on Tuesday.
 
PUTRAJAYA (Malaysia), October 8th 2013. “We’re delighted to announce that the new 
Red Bull Air Race World Championship will be launched on February 28th in Abu Dhabi 
(UAE),” said Erich Wolf, CEO Red Bull Air Race GmbH. “We’ve all worked very hard over 
the last three years fine-tuning some of the safety aspects and bring the sport to a new 
level. We never took our eye off the target and neither have these fantastic pilots or 
the great fans around the world. Their interest in the sport remained unbelievably high 
during these past few years. We can’t wait to get back in the air in February 2014.”
The series will be back with the defending World Champion in the 12-pilot field after it 
took a three-year break to improve safety and reorganize. 
There will be a number of technical improvements, including standard engines and 
propellers for all pilots, changes to the lightweight nylon pylon material to make them 
even easier to burst apart if they are clipped by plane wings and raising the height of 
the pylons that the pilots pass through from 20 to 25 meters. The modus and rules 
have also been tightened, for example to prevent any pilots from exceeding the set 
limits. Another safety feature and also a sporting highlight is the new Challengers Cup 
competition that will be introduced in 2014. 
It will give new pilots who qualify for that stepping-stone competition valuable experien-
ce racing in the tracks on certain Red Bull Air Race stops. They will also participate in 
several training camps during the season.
“I am very pleased to see the Red Bull Air Race comes back as it is truly an event that 
gives worldwide exposure to air sports. The improvements made to the race format and 
race track by the Red Bull Air Race Management are convincing and will no doubt add 
extra attractiveness to the event,” said FAI President Dr. John Grubbström.
Reigning champion Paul Bonhomme of Britain, who won the last two world championships 
in 2009 and 2010, will be looking for an unprecedented third straight title in 2014. 
But he will be up against 2008 champion Hannes Arch of Austria and American Kirby 
Chambliss, who won the world title in 2004 and 2006. The other pilots in the field 
include Nigel Lamb (GBR), Matt Hall (AUS), Peter Besenyei (HUN), Nicolas Ivanoff (FRA), 
Michael Goulian (USA), Matthias Dolderer (GER), Yoshi Muroya (JPN), Pete McLeod (CAN) 
and Martin Sonka (CZE).
“I’ve missed the flying at the Red Bull Air Race because the competitive racing is just 
fantastic,” said Peter Besenyei (HUN), one of the pilots who is with the Red Bull Air Race 
since its very first start. And Besenyei showed how much he missed racing during a 
stunning display flight on the fringe of the news conference.
In the sport created in 2003 and watched by millions of fans at 50 races until being 
suspended from 2011, the competitors race in high-performance airplanes between 15 
and 25 meters above the ground and navigate a challenging obstacle course of Air Gate 
pylons at speeds of up to 370 kph. “www.redbullairrace.com
 

THE RACE CALENDAR
1. Abu Dhabi, UAE   28 Feb. /1 March
2. Putrajaya, MAS   17/18 May
3. Gdynia, POL   26/27 July
4. Ascot, GBR   16/17 August
5. Dallas/Fort Worth, USA  6/7 September
6. Las Vegas, USA   11/12 October
7. CHINA    1/2 November
 

THE RED BULL AIR RACE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
The Red Bull Air Race World Championship features the world’s best race pilots in 
a pure motor-sport competition that combines speed, precision and skill. Using the 
fastest, most agile and lightweight racing planes, pilots navigate a low-level aerial track 
made up of air-filled pylons 25 meters high. There are several rules and safety changes 
compared to the last race three years ago, but one thing remains the same: The Red 
Bull Air Race is the most thrilling motor sports competition in the sky. 
www.redbullairrace.com PETER BESENYEI FLIES UNDER THE SERI GEMILANG BRIDGE
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PETER BESENYEI

PETER BESENYEI PUTRAJAYA LAUNCH FLIGHT

YOSHIHIDE MUROYA

PETER BESENYEI FLIES UNDER THE SERI GEMILANG BRIDGE
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welcome to fabulous las vegas
report by Ian Heald

Boeing B-737
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Spotting at Las Vegas, McCarran International is slighly easy.
Most of these photos were taken from Sunset Road alongside runways 
25L/R. This is the official spotting location for Vegas. It is a long par-
king area where locals park up for free. Due to the fence height most 
locals have pick-up trucks and use step ladders on the back for unre-
stricted views of landing and departing aircraft and also the terminal 
and cargo area. There are five or six other locations along the sides 
of runways 25L/R and 01L/R just beware where you park your vehicle. 
The parking garage on top of Terminal 1 is another favourite location. 
Park your car here and walk over a short bridge to the employee car 
park. Security may ask what you are doing but have been fine once they 
know it’s only photos of aircraft you are taking. 

From here the business jet ramps can be seen including the EG&G 
apron with their B736 aircraft.
The EG&G is a United States national defence contractor, and is the 
manager of ‘Janet’ airplanes: the meaning of name ‘Janet’ is unknown 
and is used as a radio callsign; some people say that this name is the 
acronym for ‘Just Another None Existing Terminal’, due to mystery 
around carrier’s operation. 
For sure this white aircraft with red stripe on the side, without name 
in tail and body, transport military and contractor employees to/from 
different sites in Nevada, between which the lies famous area 51.
Photos of landing and departing aircraft can be taken with the Las Ve-
gas Strip hotels as a backdrop.

Airbus A-319

Boeing B-737
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Airbus A-319
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Boeing B-737

Boeing B-737

Boeing B-777

Airbus A-319

Airbus A-319
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Ian is 48 years old and has been interested in 
aviation since a very young age. 

He’s based in North West England and he has travelled 
extensively to many other countries following his 
aviation photography passion, which include Europe, 
Asia, Australia and USA.

His images have appeared on numerous websites 
and have been published in aviation magazines in 
the UK.



18.1 MP full frame CMOS sensor
A Canon 18.1 MP full frame CMOS sensor delivers stunning performance, 
producing exceptional low noise, high-resolution images even in the darkest 
conditions. The full frame sensor delivers optimum results from wide-angle 
lenses and gives you greater control over depth of field. Image resolution 
exceeds the quality demanded by leading photo agencies - making it ideal 
for extra large prints up to A2 size, even after cropping.
Super high speed shooting
Capture every second of the action with up to 12fps continuous shooting, in-
creasing to an incredible 14fps in Super High speed shooting with continuous 
bursts of up to 180 large JPEG images (38 RAW).
Huge ISO range
An exceptionally wide ISO range of 100 to 51200 – expandable up to an in-
credible ISO 204800 – means shooting need never stop from the brightest 
conditions right through to near darkness.
61 point AF system
A high-precision 61 point AF system, featuring 41 high sensitivity cross type 
sensors, delivers fast, accurate focussing of fast moving subjects – wha-
tever the lighting conditions. The centre 5 AF points are dual cross type for 
added precision.

Consistent, accurate metering
A 100,000 pixel RGB AE metering system with a dedicated DIGIC 4 processor measures 
not only brightness but also colour to ensure highly accurate exposure for natural re-
sults even in complex lighting situations.
Full HD EOS movies
Shoot Full HD (1080p) video with a wide range of user selectable controls on a DSLR 
including exposure, frame rates, audio and compression control. An HDMI output allows 
High Definition playback of footage and images.
Dual “DIGIC 5+” processors
Canon’s latest generation Dual “DIGIC 5+” processors deliver the fastest and most 
advanced image processing to date for best-in-class image quality. Working with 4 A/D 
converters to provide 14-bit image processing for smooth tonal gradations and natural 
looking colours as well as advanced Noise Reduction at higher ISO speeds.
Large, anti-reflective LCD
A high-resolution 1,040k-dot 3.2” Clear View II LCD screen, allows easy, accurate review 
of images and video. Superbly durable, an anti-reflective, hardened glass structure pre-
vents reflections even in the brightest sunlight.
Ethernet port
A built in Ethernet port allows for fast, easy transfer of images directly to a PC or via a 
network to clients from live events.

Canon EOS 1D-X

www.canon.com
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official t-shirt
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Peter Steehouwer
interview by Carlo Dedoni
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Sukhoi SU-50



You have a very impressive collection of photos! When did you started to follow 
this passion? 
I started as a fence spotter in 1975 in Soesterberg Airbase, Netherlands, photographing 
some USAF F4E Phantoms from 32TFS...

If you had to give any advice to a beginner in aviation spotting, what would you 
say? 
Do what you want and like, and make your own speciality (e.g. I like the action shots).

The airshows are always very numerous, what are your selection criteria and 
what features – in your opinion - make an airshow more exciting than another? 
I like every airshow and I also like visiting all the countries. I went to Axalp for the 14th 
time, I like that scenery in combination with aviation.

Having a great portfolio of images also means documenting a piece of aviation 
history, from this exceptional perspective can you tell us how much has changed 
the “aviation world”? 
Since I started in 1975 a lot of plane types are become history(they were retired) and 
unfortunately they weren’t replaced by a lot of new planes. 

And the “spotting environment”? 
Since upcoming internet (for me started in 1997 with website) a lot of people found 
each other to show pictures and information, I like that!

What about your photo equipment? 
Actually I use a Nikon D3X with a Nikon VR 400mm/2.8 
(next year I’ll change to a Nikon D800E)

In your opinion what are the main challenges in action photography? 
To find a good spotting point…..

Do you have a favourite photographic technique for you shots? 
Most times manual shuterspeed & aperture and auto ISO. 

Is there some event you haven’t seen yet and that you want to see in the future? 
No, not special, this year I’ve visited Japan that was a wish, I hope in the coming years 
it will be possible again.
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Switzerland - Air Force
McDonnell Douglas F/A-18C Hornet “AXALP 2013”

Sukhoi SU-35

Switzerland - Air Force
McDonnell Douglas F/A-18C Hornet “AXALP 2013”
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from moscow with love...
for airplanes!
report by Alexander Sizov-RuSpotters Team

Tupolev Tu-154
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Tupolev Tu-136
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Domodedovo International Airport is the largest airport of Moscow and Russia and is 
located at 42 km from the city of Moscow.
The two passengers terminal and the cargo terminal are used beyond 80 international 
and domestic carriers, with beautiful Soviet made planes like Tupolev 134 and 154, Ya-
kovlev 42 and Antonov 24 and 26: what can be better than Tupolev rocketing to the sky in 
front of you with the magic simphony of the engines?

Unfortunately isn’t very easy to take pictures at this airport. Domodedovo has two 
runways, oriented 14/32; unfortunately only one of the runways is available for plane 
spotting. 

The main spotting point is located in the west of the airport in the middle of the runway 
14R/32L, however you need to go on foot about 3 kilometers before you get there and to 
climb some unstable construction of felled trees. 

There are also some spotting points next to the ends of runways 14R and 32L. 
The runway 14R/32L always works for takeoffs and the runway 14L/32R is for landings: 
that’s why from the main point you can catch nice rotations. 

Lots of plane spotters wonder if there are problems with aviation security or police can 
arise.
There were some troubles several years ago, but nowadays all Russian airports are 
rather friendly to plane spotters: so you can take pictures there without any problems.

Alexander Sizov is a really young spotter! He is 16 year old and lives in Moscow. 
Alexander started to take photos of airplanes at the age of 13. Then he could’t 
imagine that this hobby would become the great deal of his life!

Tupolev Tu-214

Yakovlev Yak-40 

Antonov AN-26
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volafenice !
report by Giorgio Varisco

Aermacchi MB-326 pre fliyght controlsAermacchi MB-326
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Aermacchi MB-326
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The small general aviation airport in Reggio Emilia hosts Volafenice , a group of aviation enthusiasts 
founded by entrepreneur Renzo Catellani in order to restore historic airplanes to airworthy conditions.
Their most famous airplane is an Aermacchi MB.326E trainer, recently restored and sent to the AirPower 
2013 in Zeltweg, Austria, for a much appreciated flying display. 
The airplane served with the Italian Air Force’s 6° Stormo (6th Wing) until the beginning of the Nineties. 
It was then kept on an open air display at Deltaland Collection in San Possidionio, where it was severely 
damaged by atmospheric conditions. Catellani bought the 326 in 2006 and restored it after 4 years of 
hard work. It has recently won the Aldinio Trophy for the best historic airplane restoration, awarded 
by the Italian Homebuilt Airplanes Association (Federazione CAP).
Volafenice also owns an Hunting Jet Provost Mk.3 trainer, built in 1961 and flown by the Royal Air Force 
until the Eighties. It was bought by the group at the half of the last decade and brought in Reggio Emilia, 
where it underwent a complete overhaul and was restored to its original livery. They also fly a former 
French Air Force Mudry CAP 10 aerobatic trainer and a former Italian Army Cessna 305 Bird Dog 
liaison aircraft, both restored to their original livery.
In the hangar it is possible to see the uncompleted fuselages of a Fiat G.91 light attack airplane and 
of an Aermacchi MB.326K, single-seat light attack variant of the MB.326. They are being currently 
restored to airworthy conditions.

For further info, Volafenice can be contacted at the Facebook page http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Volafenice/

Many thanks to Renzo Catellani, to the admin of Volafenice’s Facebook page and to Volafenice’s staff.

Some stuff in the hangar

Some stuff in the hangar MB-326 cockpit

Aermacchi MB-326 

MB-326 details
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Una nuova era digitale sta per iniziare. Le refl ex digitali, che hanno semplicemente sostituito la pellicola con 
un sensore, non sono cambiate signifi cativamente in termini di dimensioni, peso e interfaccia utente.
La nuova e rivoluzionaria mirrorless OM-D ha invece un corpo eccezionalmente leggero e compatto. Il suo 
mirino elettronico consente ai fotografi  di controllare in tempo reale l’effetto degli Art Filter, la temperatura 
colore e i livelli di esposizione. Allo scatto puoi «creare» istantaneamente un mondo davvero unico e 
registrarlo con una qualità eccezionale. Il tuo mondo sarà così trasformato da qualcosa che vedi soltanto 
a qualcosa di cui sei veramente parte. OM-D è una nuova, rivoluzionaria fotocamera digitale con obiettivi 
intercambiabili, ideale per chi vuole partecipare, creare e condividere la sua visione del mondo.

OM-D_230x280.indd   1 09/01/13   13:56
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Über alles!
 by Riccardo Malpica Galassi

McDonnell-Douglas MD-11F
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Boeing B-777

Boeing B-747FAribus A-380
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Boeing B-767

Airbus A-340

Airbus A-340

Airbus A-310
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Airbus A-380
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Frankfurt am Main is the third busiest airport in Europe and the main hub for Lufthansa, 
Germany’s flag carrier, and Condor Flugdienst. 
The airport has two Terminals: Terminal 1, the older one, used by Lufthansa, its associated 
companies and Star Alliance partners, and Terminal 2, which is destined to the OneWorld 
and SkyTeam partners. 

Furthermore, Frankfurt am Main is the second busiest airport for cargo movements in 
Europe and provides two cargo facilities: Cargocity Nord (home of Lufthansa Cargo) and 
Cargocity Sud, located respectively in the northern side of the airport, next to the passenger 
terminals, and in the southern part of the airport.

The airport has four runways, three of which are parallel in the east-west direction: 07R/25L 
and 07C/25C are the older runways, located south of the passenger Terminals, 07L/25R is 
the newer runway, recently built north-west of the airfield (and also north of the Highway 
A3) and linked to the apron by two over-road taxiways. 

The fourth runway is in the north-south direction (18/36) and is used for southbound 
departures only. During normal operations the two outer parallel runways (07L/25R and 
07R/25L) are used for landings and the central parallel runway (07C/25C) and the Runway 
West (18) for take-offs. 

From a plane-spotter point of view, Frankfurt offers a very interesting traffic, both passen-
ger and cargo, with loads of wide-bodies coming in from almost every part of the world at 
every time of the day. 

Even the newest Airbus 380s and Boeing 787s are not rare: the first are operated on a 
schedule basis by Lufthansa, Korean Air and Singapore Airlines, the latter by ANA, Air India, 
Ethiopian, LAN and Qatar. This airport is definitely not boring! 
Plane spotting is a tolerated and stimulated hobby: there are four official spotting locations 
inside and around the airport. 

One of these is the visitors’ terrace, located on top of Terminal 2. The entrance fee is 5 
Euros and, even though the sun will be in the front during the whole day, it offers a stunning 
view over the apron and the older parallel runways. It is surely worth a visit, especially with 
cloudy weather when backlight is not of concern. 

The main spotting position is located south-east of the airfield, near the A5 exit “Zeppe-
linheim”. It has a good view over the 25L arrivals, 07R departures and on the busy taxiway 
S, used by almost all the aircraft departing Runway 18 or going to the long term stands. 
Also Runway 18 has an official, but smaller, spotting position with a car parking. Nice line-up 
shots can be taken there in the afternoon.

The new Runway 25R/07L offers the most exciting spotting location, a sort of hill higher 
then the airport fences, where touchdowns can be easily photographed. Unfortunately, this 
runway cannot be used by larger aircrafts, such as A380, B747 and MD11. North-american 
airlines are the most spotted there, together with most of the european traffics.

A car is necessary to reach all the spotting locations. The near town of Walldorf is plenty 
of restaurants and hotels: it is the ideal solution for spotters who want to be in action very 
early in the morning or for getting some food at midday.

Boeing B-777
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One of the most complex pilot’s watches ever built. 
The IWC-manufactured movement with its 7-day power reserve 
drives a whole range of watchmaking complications. These 
include a perpetual calendar with four-digit year display 
together with date, day and month displays as well as a 
moon phase display. All the displays are easily adjusted via 
the crown.

Breitling Avenger II Seawolf Watches. 45.00 
mm polished and satin-finish stainless 
steel case, screw-locked crown, unidirectio-
nal ratcheted bezel, sapphire crystal with 
glareproof treatment on both sides, Cobra 
yellow dial with Arabic numerals, selfwin-
ding mechanical Breitling 17 movement 
with date display, approximately 40 hours 
of power reserve, satin finish stainless ste-
el Professional III bracelet. Water resistant 
to 3000 m (10,000 ft).

Breitling Avenger II Seawolf

IWC Big Pilot’s Watch Perpetual Calendar TOP GUN 
Boutique Edition

Sef-winding mechanical movement. Power reserve: 
approximately 40 hours.
Functions : hours, minutes and seconds. 
Second time zone displaying the hours and 
minutes. Big date with quick correction.
Case: 42 mm diameter. Black PVD finish steel 
case. Black dial. Anti-reflective sapphire crystal.
Water resistant to 100 meters.

Bell&Ross BR03 GMT

watches for pilots
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by Massimo Pieranunzi



Whether worn while diving the oceans of the world or ashore, the Diver Col-
lection continuesto raise the bar for  the marine timepieces. Ulysse Nardin 
reveals its latest model fit with a new dial design and a bracelet matching to 
the colors of the case. Carrying on the characteristics of the familywith its 
large diving scale figures in gold on the dark rotating bezel, the newest Maxi 
Marine Diver features a wave-patterned black dial which supports applied lu-
minous indexes in a striking contrast. 
The power reserve is indicated at 12 o’clock while the date and an oversized 
small second are displayed on sub-dials at 6 o’clock. Additionally, 1846 date is 
imprinted in red on the dial and pays homage to the year brand was founded.
Its 42.7 mm case in 18 ct rose gold is individually engraved on a side plate in 
gold and houses an automatic movement with a power reserve of 42 hours. The 
exhibition case back offers an excellent view of this spectacular movement, 
whose rotor is produced in 22 ct rose gold. Provided with a screwed crown, 
the model is water resistant to 200 meters.
The 18 ct rose gold bracelet incorporates black ceramic elements and matches 
perfectly to the dial and the case.
While giving the watch a clean finish design, it strongly emphasizes this beau-
tiful alliance.

Marine Diver 
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Bell & Ross pays tribute 

to the 3.3 Ardennes Fighter Squadron

France - Air Force
Dassault Mirage 2000D

A moment of the ceremony
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As Bell & Ross strongly believes in French Air force army’s values of performance, 
reliability and authenticity; 
the brand partnered with their battle unit to commemorate their anniversary.

On this occasion, a ceremony took place at the 133 Nancy-Ochey base, on Friday 20th, 
where the 3.3 Ardennes Fighting Squadron celebrated 
their 70th birthday.
Bell & Ross, which shares the values of efficiency, reliability and authenticity with the 
French Air Force, has once again teamed up with a combat unit to celebrate its anni-
versary.

The event was held at the 133 Nancy-Ochey base on Friday, September 20th.
On this day, one of the most famous units in the French Air Force, the 3.3 Ardennes 
fighter squadron, celebrated its 70th anniversary. Bell & Ross was there. 

This Middle Eastern “Free French Air Force” combat group was created in Lebanon, in 
1943, in the middle of the Second World War.
Its motto, “Ne recule ni ne dévie” (“neither retreat nor change direction”), testifies to 
its moral values, while its emblem, a wild boar’s head, illustrates its combativeness. 

Currently, some 20 Mirage 2000 Ds specializing in ground assault, constitute the po-
werhouse of the 3.3, which has been deployed in recent years in former Yugoslavia, 
the Congo, Libya, Afghanistan and most recently in Mali, as part of Operation Serval.

On September 20th, beneath a miraculously clear sky, the 3.3’s Mirage 2000 Ds, along 
with the Rafale “Tiger Meet” and Epsilon from the Cartouche Doré unit, presented im-
pressive demonstrations to mark the squadron’s 70th anniversary. 

One of the Mirages, decorated in a livery specially designed for the occasion, led the 
airshow and painted the sky in the colors of the 3.3 Ardennes, while on the ground, 
ceremonial drills, a presentation of decorations and parades marked this commemo-
rative day. 

In the evening, several hundred serving and retired pilots, navigators and mechanics 
met in an immense aircraft hangar to celebrate the anniversary late into the night, with 
the participation of Bell & Ross. 

All participants, nearly 500 people, were able to admire a selection of Bell & Ross 
models and in particular the limited edition BR03 92 bearing the emblem of the 3.3 
Ardennes and reserved exclusively for squadron members.

For several years, the brand has partnered various units of the French Air Force sha-
ring common values such as efficiency, reliability and a taste for authenticity. 

With this “3.3 Ardennes” watch, Bell & Ross adds a new model to its special collections 
produced in partnership with the French Air Force, the air fighter division of the French 
Navy, the Ecole de Guerre and elite units such as the GIGN (National Gendarmerie In-
tervention Group), RAID (French National Police Intervention Group) and the Démineurs 
(bomb-disposal unit). 

Not to mention the models designed for the Space Lab mission, the Italian Air Force 
(to mark 30 years of the Tornado) and Dassault, with a model celebrating 50 years 
of the Falcon.

By contributing to the celebration of the 3.3 Ardennes squadron’s 70th anniversary, 
Bell & Ross has added a new word, or rather a new sound, to its vocabulary – the unit’s 
rallying cry, “Grouik”, from the fighter squadron’s mascot, a wild boar named Aldo!

A Mirage 2000 pilot



66   Spotters Magazine

tlp spotters’day
report by Remo Guidi

Spotters in action
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France - Air Force
Dassault Mirage 2000C
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Poland - Air Force
Lockheed Martin F-16CJ Fighting Falcon

UK - Air Force
British Aerospace Hawk T1W

Spain - Air Force
McDonnell Douglas EF-18A Hornet
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Turkey - Air Force
Lockheed Martin (TUSAS) F-16DJ Fighting Falcon

Spain - Navy
Sikorsky SH-3H Sea King (S-61B)

Switzerland - Air Force
McDonnell Douglas F/A-18C Hornet

Poland - Air Force
Lockheed Martin F-16CJ Fighting Falcon

EF-2000A Italian Air Force
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Mirage 2000D French Air Force
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At the entrance of the airbase of Los Llanos there was the typical crowd of the big events: nearly 
400 people were waiting to get to the airport to attend the Spotter Day held at the Tactical 
Leadership Programme (TLP), which began on September 9 and ran until the 4th October.
The occasion was tempting because this was the second time that the xthe TLP program’s Staff 
organized a spotter day and many aviation photography enthusiasts joined Albacete from all over 
the world.

The TLP is a course where the best pilots from the participating nations enhance their skills by  
developing techniques and procedures useful to refine the multinational air operations.
The program come from a MoU (memorandum of understanding) signed in 1978 between some 
European nations, Canada and the United States. The first home of the TLP was Fuerstenfeldbuck 
Air Base, an American airbase in Germany, and only in 2009 (after other experiences in Jever, 
Germany, and Florennes, Belgium) the program was moved to “Los Llanos”, the Spanish air base 
near the city of Albacete.
The climate and the good weather conditions mean that the program can hold six courses per year 
with a detachment of more of 24 aircraft participating for every course.
Today the TLP, which is a organization in its own right, independent of NATO, is based on an agree-
ment signed by Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, England and 
the United States of America. Switzerland, Turkey and Poland are invited as guests to the courses 
TLP.

When the gates of the base were opened and after the identification of the visitors, we could enter 
inside the base  that we could define as the NATO’s “Top Gun”!
The morning passed quickly through a series of security briefings in the main hangar of the 
TLP and, after wearing the high visibility vests, all the “Spotters” have been free to walk on the 
squares of the airbase and near the deployed aircraft.

Despite the defection of the USAF’s F-15s, there were as many as 38 aircraft on the apron of the 
base taking part in the TLP 2013-5!

At 15.00 take offs started, the weather conditions were slighly good and you couldn’t hear other 
than the roar of the afterburners and the click of cameras. It was a real hangover for us,
we couldn’t believe our eyes and we were so close to planes taking off that it almost seemed to 
touch them.

This spotter day was definitely a wonderful event with an excellent organization that has managed, 
even with some flexibility, the demands of the most demanding photographers.
A big thank you to the organizers of the TLP Spotters days and ... We are ready to return there, 
just with a little forewarning!

3 x F-18A  SpAF 462 sqn  Gando
3 x EF-18M SpAF Ala 15  Zaragoza
2 x EF2000 SpAF Ala 14  Albacete
F-16D  TurAF 151 Filo  Merzifon 
F-16C  TurAF 152 Filo  Merzifon 
F-16C  TurAF 192 Filo  Balikesir
F-16D  TurAF 141/142 Filo Ankara
2 x F-16C  TurAF 141/142 Filo Ankara
2 x EF2000 AMI 37°St /  18Gr Trapani
8 x F16C-52 PolAF 31 BLT  Krzesiny
5 x M2000D FAF    Nancy
5 x F18  SuiAF    Payerne
2 x M2000-5F FAF   Luxeuil
2 x EF2000 AMI 4º St  Grosseto

Partecipants
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PHENOM 300 SIGNATURE SERIES
by Carlo Dedoni
photo by Giorgio Varisco & Matteo Stella
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NetJets Europe has unveiled its new NetJets Signature Series™ Phenom 300 jet as part of 
a debut tour across select markets in Europe. Following the delivery of the first Embraer 
Executive Jets aircraft to the NetJets U.S. fleet in May 2013 – NetJets Europe is showcasing 
its new aircraft over three months before taking delivery of the light jet in 2014. 

“We are delighted to unveil the new NetJets Signature Series™ Phenom 300 aircraft as 
part of the demonstration tour across Europe,” said Marine Eugene, Sales Director, NetJets 
Europe. “With recent reports stating that the Eurozone has edged out of recession and wit-
nessing some early signs of market improvement, we are confident that customers will be 
very excited with what the Phenom 300 aircraft adds to the NetJets Europe offer. We have 
already pre-sold a full aircraft’s worth of shares and with enhanced range, performance 
and customisation – we believe there is real appetite for this unique light jet aircraft within 
the European marketplace.” 

The new aircraft is part of the $17.6bn (including options) aircraft order that NetJets Inc. 
placed to rejuvenate its entire fleet of aircraft with 670 new planes over the next 10 years. 
NetJets has 125 Signature Series™ Phenom 300 aircraft on order (50 firm orders and 75 
options) valued at $1 billion. Customers are now able to pre-order shares in the aircraft – 
available for 50 hours or more per year. 

NetJets Europe’s customers and prospects have the opportunity to view the Phenom 300 
aircraft across Europe at a series of 11 ‘static’ display events in London, Zurich, Geneva, 
Milan, Munich, Cologne, Paris, Hamburg, Aberdeen, Birmingham and Stockholm throughout 
September, October and November, 2013. 
The NetJets Signature Series™ Phenom 300  seats up to 7 passengers, features a full re-
freshment centre, custom cabin amenities including a customised galley and a single-serve 
coffee maker, advanced in-flight entertainment systems, and a fully-enclosed aft lavatory. 
NetJets worked closely with Embraer to build the Phenom 300 to its customers’ exacting 
specifications – from the custom cabin interior to the specific technical and performance 
characteristics. 

The aircraft can fly a range of 2,718km, or just over three and a half hours. It can reach 
destinations such as Istanbul, Helsinki and Bucharest from London and is perfect for making 
fast, short hops in Europe and easily visiting multiple cities in a day. Its performance allows 
access to the vast majority of airports across Europe. 
“The Phenom 300 redefines what’s possible in a light jet. On board this state-of-the-art 
jet customers will experience superior comfort including spacious legroom and headroom, 
dual climate zones, and the largest windows in its class. Its range, speed and reliability are 
among the best available, while its cabin offers comfort and amenities usually found only 
on larger aircraft. The combination of high performance and thoughtful design makes the 
Phenom 300 a uniquely capable aircraft, with its range rivalling that of a midsize jet.” said 
Marine Eugene.

The high performance aircraft is ideally suited to NetJets Europe’s customers wishing to 
fly a light cabin aircraft that is reliable and operationally efficient. According to Embraer, 
the Phenom 300 uses 14 percent less fuel than its nearest recently certified competitor. 
The aircraft will also include the Prodigy Touch Flight Deck, based on the Garmin 3000 
platform, providing enhanced pilot interface and situational awareness. This marks the first-
in-service application of this advanced avionics system.
In addition to the Phenom 300 and Bombardier Global 6000 aircraft which has already 
entered the fleet, the company will globally be adding the following aircraft over the next 
10 years: Bombardier Challenger models, the Cessna Citation Latitude and the Bombardier 
Global 7000 and 8000 aircraft.

NetJets Signature Series™ aircraft are new aircraft that are currently entering the NetJets 
fleet. The aircraft are customised from design through production and include advanced 
cockpit and cabin technologies to ensure maximum safety, reliability and operating effi-
ciency, as well as advanced in-flight entertainment systems and custom cabin designs. The 
NetJets Signature Series™ of aircraft, among others, include the Phenom 300 from Embra-
er Executive Jets and aircraft from the Bombardier Global jet family and the Challenger jets.

Cockpit

Cabin
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Marine Eugene, Sales Director, NetJets Europe

Phenom 300 
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duxford fl ying legends 2013fl
photos & report by Alessandro Fucito
translation by Carlo Dedoni
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Supermarine Spitfire
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For any aviation enthusiast who goes to the Imperial War Musem in Duxford to 
attend one of the many aviation events that take place yearly in that airport, 
the day always starts in the same way: with a tidy row of cars that slowly gets 
the ticket counter and then the car parks located just a few meters from the 
barricades that surround the spectators area.

Getting out of you car you immediately have the feeling of being in a special 
place, an airport almost magical, a place where you can go back in time and, 
if you have a strong love for aviation and for all its facets as in my case, feel 
great emotions.
There are not many places in the world where you can have breakfast outdoor 
and in the meantime see, a few meters away, a Spitfire or a Mustang driven by 
their small tractor (also it in vintage style).

In Duxford you can enjoy the immense beauty and value of the many museums 
located inside the area of the IWM. You can start by visiting the USAF Museum 
, then move on to the museum of the tanks, and then immerse yourself in 
the vast hangar dedicated to the Royal Air Force, where you can admire an 
incredible amount of aircraft. Don’t forget the Battle of Britain Museum and 
the  fantastic hangars where you can observe the how the restorations of the 
aircraft hosted in Duxford are evolving.

Let’s return to the Flying Legends! This year the event was held under a hot 
sun, the first thing that you could appreciate walking inside the airport, were 
the many shops selling the most amazing gadgets. There you could find aircraft 
parts for sale, paintings signed by senior RAF pilots, aeronautical gadgets of all 
types and models of boxes unavailable in Italy and in many parts of Europe.
The first flights started from early morning with various Texans and Tiger 
Moths available to enthusiasts eager to spend a few hundred pounds to come 
true a little dream. For those who remained with their feets on the ground 
there was the possibility of using the “Flight Line Walk” where you were able to 
closely admire all the jewels that annually attend the event. 

The many people dressed as pilots, mechanics or simple airmen of the time helped 
to immerse the visitors in the historical climate of World War II. Within a few 
meters you can meet American generals fully dressed, RAF pilots communica-
ting with each other with a cup of tea in their hands, or some mechanics with 
their greased suits and the original toolbox of that times.

At 14.00, with the classic English precision, the real show started! All the exhibi-
tions followed each other in the skies and, without any waiting period, you could 
see the performances of all aircraft present on the Flight Line Walk. You could 
admire three Spitfires, the B-17 Flying Fortress  followed by a P-47 Thunderbolt 
perfectly restored. Then three P-40, a JU- 52, a Sea Fury and the legendary 
Red Bull’s Corsair rode the skies. A very interesting show was performed from 
five P-51 Mustang, that alone were worth the price I paid for the ticket. 

The show continued with a Hurricane and a Spitfire from the “Battle of Britain 
Memorial Flight” headquartered in Coningsby and later with a TBM Avanger, a 
Swordfish and a Storch. 
The list of aircraft that performed during the airshow would be very long, but I 
think that what I have just listed already give an exact idea of what is the Flying 
Legends! 
The closure of this great event, as always, is a large formation of aircraft 
named “Balbo Formation”, formed by almost all the aircarft participating the 
airshow and named in this way in honor of the Italo Balbo.

The 2013 edition of the Flying Legends remains memorable for the amount of 
aircraft available and for the quality of the airshow and when you are coming 
back hom you have the distinct feeling of having witnessed an unique show, 
something unlikely to be repeated in other parts of Europe.

Boeing B-17G Flying Fortress
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P-51 MustangJunkers Ju-52/3
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Hawker Nimrod Mk2
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Curtiss P-40

P-47 Thunderbolt

Lysander



Photographers 
Shooting Vest

1-Matin Photographer’s Vest

Buy: www.cameraclean.co.uk
This vest weighs next to nothing when there’s no kit stashed 
into its many pockets. It’s well stitched together and feels 
robust, with Teflon coating to increase water-resistance.

2-Lowepro S+F Technical Vest
 
Buy: www.lowepro.com
This vest offers a tailored, lightweight and flexible solution 
for sports, news and event photojournalists. Pair it with S&F 
belt to disperse a heavy equipment load.

3-Billingham Photo Vest

Buy: www.billingham.co.uk
Created with Billingham’s high quality of craftsmanship, this 
vest has ten pockets on the outside and lots more on the 
inside, some deep enough for items 60cm long. The pocket 
layout is symmetrical, to balance the load.

4-Domke PhoTOGS Vest

Buy:www.cameraworld.co.uk
Plenty of mesh areas around the chest and upper back im-
prove ventilation. The varied pockets built into the front have 
Velcro fastening tabs, and there are two pockets at the back. 

2

4

1

3
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Matin DSLR Camera Rain Cover
This simple, but effective rain cover, fits most popular Digital SLR’s.
Designed to accommodate lenses up to 300mm, the cover is fast and easy to fit. The camera may 
be tripod mounted or used handheld with the cover in place. The cover features a clear panel in the 
rear to allow the camera LCD to be seen. A small aperture protected by a protective flap allows an 
uninterrupted view through the camera viewfinder. Silver fabric provides heat protection on hot 
days. Weighing around 80g this cover is light enough to take everywhere. It packs down well, so 
won’t take up much space in your camera bag. It’s easy to operate the camera controls while in use, 
while the clear rear panel lets you see the LCD screen. 
The viewfinder aperture can be clipped in place using the cameras own eyepiece adaptor to allow an 
unobstructed view through the viewfinder. When not using the viewfinder, a hook and loop fastened 
flap provides protection.
Not only useful for rain, this cover provides a degree of protection from dust and is a useful acces-
sory when using a Digital SLR on a sandy beach.

Deluxe Video Raincover for DSLR
This is a padded, water resistant, camera protector cover for a professional DSLR.
This cover is designed for shooting in wet, cold conditions with a professional specification DSLR. 
It incorporates some unique design features to protect the camera when shooting in challenging 
conditions.
The cover is padded to provide insulation and prolong battery life in cold conditions. Three internal 
pockets are provided to hold hot packs (not supplied) to help keep the camera battery warm in 
freezing weather – and the photographer’s hands! The cover is supplied as a 3 part kit.
(1) The main cover holds the camera with a short lens attached.
(2) For longer lenses, a separate extension attaches to the cover.
(3) A separate cover is supplied that attaches at the rear, to cover a viewfinder loupe. 
The main cover features Hook & Loop closure making it easy to open and insert the camera with lens 
attached. Twin zips at the base, ensure the cover will not accidentally open. If required, the zips can 
be opened to allow the camera to be tripod mounted with the cover in place. There are two clear 
panels. One at the top, allows viewing of the camera top-plate controls. The main rear facing clear 
panel allows viewing of the main LCD screen and other controls. The rear panel can be opened to 
allow the fitting of a LCD viewing loupe. The kit includes a separate adjustable, loupe cover that can 
be fitted to the main cover to maintain protection in wet conditions. Alternatively, the loupe cover can 
be fitted and used as viewing hood, if required in bright conditions.
At the front there is an adjustable aperture for the lens. This is suitable for lenses up to 80mm long 
approximately. For longer length lenses, a separate, padded lens cover is provided that attaches to 
the lens aperture on the main cover. The lens cover suits lenses up to 26cm long. It can be partially 
folded back to suit lenses up to 17cm long.
The main cover has elasticated hand cuffs at both sides allowing easy access to all the camera 
controls.

all weather!

HQ Protective Film

High Quality film type LCD Protectors from Discovered. 
Slightly thicker than normal for easy application. 
Twin pack with screen cleaning cloth. Ideal for 
cameras with a rotating screen.

B-Grip Handstrap

The B-Grip Handstrap is an innovative upgrade for a 
B-Grip or B-Grip Evo Camera belt holder.
This product is designed to be used in conjunction 
with a B-Grip Belt Holder available separately. B-Grip’s Han-
dstrap fits onto the Quick Release Plate of a B-Grip Belt 
Holder and provides a robust, fully adjustable rubber 
handgrip. Ergonomically designed it gives excellent 
grip and comfort. The clever ‘S’ shape keeping your 
fingers free to operate the camera. The kit comes in 
two main parts. A replacement rubber mat for the 
Quick Release Plate mat and the strap, which con-
nects to the to the cameras strap attachment.
The Hand Strap is adjustable to suit most size hands. 
If required a neck strap can be fitted (with the camera 
hanging vertically).
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kecskmet airshow 2013
photos & report by Alessandro Fucito
translation by Carlo Dedoni

Russian Knights
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The 2013 edition of Kecskemet International Airshow was for me a true “aeronau-
tical baptism”, because it was my first time in an airshow in East Europe. I decided 
to take part to this Airshow from a privileged position and some months before I 
bought the spotters package for the days of Saturday and Sunday, giving myself the 
opportunity to better take advantage of the special-built stands for photographers 
and spotters (the first one located at the half of the runway, the second one was in 
the head of the runway 30). 

Compared to the other European airshows, I’ve noted that the public was separted 
from the taxiway by really high fences, a thing that in my opinion significantly 
compromises the photograhic opportunities for all the peolple who was in the first 
rows..

Regarding spotters, the organization of the event was really good, while I was noti-
ced of some inconveniences for the public at the end of the show, due to difficulties 
to get the car parks – located several kilometers away from the airport - with the 
shuttle services made available from the organizers of the event.

It was really interesting the static display where you could admire several aircraft 
types that are hard to see in other airshows in West Europe. The real star of the 
static display was a  Ukrainian Su-27UB Flanker, but a Bulgarian Su-25 Frogfoot and 
a Slovak Mig-29 Fulcrum, with its peculiar livery, didn’t disfigured! Other interestin 
subjects were two Royal Air Force’s aircraft, a Tornado and a Hawk, and two C-27J 
Spartans from Bulgaria and Romania.

In my opinion was really intersting a wide static display of vehicles of the Hungarian 
Army, including tanks and antiaircraft systems.
The flying display started in the morning, at 8 o’clock and it was held during all the 
day up to the early evening. It was a impressive and continuous alternation of take 
offs, exhibitions and landings that didn’t give any time to leave the photographic 
stands.

Many exciting exhibitions were performed from the various “solo display team”, as 
the well known and spectacular F-16 demo teams from Belgium and Netherlands 
that made the happiness of public and photographers with the continuous release 
of flares. But I want to highlight the presence of rare aircraft in Western Europe 
like the awesome Polish Mig-15, that unfortunaltely displayed flying too far from 
the public, the two Polish Su-22 and the powerful passes of the Romanian Mig-21 in 
full-AB. 

Was amazing, as usual, the flight display of the Italian Air Force’sC-27J preceded 
from the interesting display of the Italian Coast Guard AW-139 helicopter. 
On the side of aerobatic teams, the Italian Frecce Tricolori made an awesome show 
attracting applauses from all the public. Also the Turkish Stars, with their NF-5 A/B 
, and the Lithuanians Baltic Bees, with blue and yellow L-39C, were really awesome 
to see and photograph. 

But the most awaited aerobatic team were the Russian Knights with their powerful 
Su-27 that didn’t disappointed the expectation of the wide public, rushed en masse 
for this event and further stimulated by the presence of the Russian Air Force’s 
aerobatic team.

At the end of this two days in Hungary I can say that the decision to take part to this 
airhow was definitely right, not only for the number, but also – and primarily - for 
the variety of aircraft that now many classic European airshows are no longer able 
to offer.
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Russian Knights

C-17 Globemaster II
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SU-22 Poland Air Force

Mig-15 Poland Air ForceC-17 Globemaster II



MIL MI-35 Czech Republic - Air Force
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Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-21UM Lancer B



Baltic Bees 07
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F-16 Belgian Air Force

Alenia C-27J Reparto Sperimentale Volo Italian Air Force



P.A.N. Frecce Tricolori

Turkish Stars
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Take your passions further

Whether you love seeing hawks swoop through city skies or stags stalking misty forests, get 
closer to the action with powerful recording binoculars built to go anywhere.
Keep your subjects in sight
Get up close to the wildlife you love. Catch every beating wing and twitching whisker with 12x 
optical zoom, a dual G Lens from Sony and precise autofocus – plus dual OLED Tru-Finder™ 
viewfinders to make everything easy to spot when you’re out to catch some action.
Shoot in Full HD – and share the action
Catch one-off moments in the wild with Full HD recording. Optical SteadyShot Active Mode will 
keep your shots silky-smooth, and a long-life battery lets you film more. Then share and play 
back the results with friends via HDMI, GPS tagging and the built-in memory card slot.
Made for the great outdoors
Focus on nature, not on keeping your binoculars out of its way. The durable body is splash and 
dustproof, so rain and mud are no problem. They’re small and light, which makes them easy to 
hold and perfect for carrying in your bag when you’re out on the trail.
The dark is light enough
We can’t guarantee perfect sunshine, but we can help you get better pictures when the light 
dips. Our Exmor R™ CMOS sensor and Hyper Gain system let you shoot when things get gloomy. 
They’re assisted by a twin G Lens from Sony that catches every detail, even at dawn and dusk.

SONY DEV-50V Full HD recording binoculars
Take the long view

Binoculars with 12x optical zoom, a dual G Lens and Full HD recording, 
in a light, durable body.

www.sony.co.uk

P.A.N. Frecce Tricolori

Turkish Stars
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orient express
report & photos by Eter Can

Airbus A-330
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Airbus A-320

Boeing B-757

Agusta Westland AW
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Shenzhen Bao’an International Airport Spotting Guide

Shenzhen Bao’an International Airport is located near the villages of Huangtian and Fuyong, in Bao’an 
District, Shenzhen, Guangdong, China. This airport is the hub for Shenzhen Airlines, Donghai Jet, 
Donghai Airlines and SF Airlines. 
There isn’t any official spotting position on this airport, so we to find some good point by ourselves. 
The airfield has two parallel runways: RWY15/33 is used only for take-offs, while RWY16/34 is used 
only for landings.
Actually the airport is undergoing major expansion with a new terminal under construction in the 
center of the two runways, near the entrance of RWY33 and RWY34.
Before the new terminal is putting into use, the best spotting position is the road outside the Depar-
ture Hall: it has a good view over the RWY15 and RWY33 departures, and RWY34 arrivals. There is 
an office buiding on the east of the road, we can go to the roof of this to take photos of RWY15/33 
departures, it is closer to the RWY than the road.
 A bad news is that the new terminal will be open soon. But no worries, we can go to the old places. 
Near the entrance, on the west of RWY15 and RWY16, there are two positions that I used for spotting. 
They are good for taking photos in the afternoon. The first one is the on the Greenway – a small road 
only for walking and biking, where touchdowns can be easily photographed. The second one, actually,  
is a road lead to the construction site of the airport, there is a sort of mud higher than the airport 
fences, it is a good point taking taxiing and take-off run photos.

BIO
Eter Can, 27 years old, is an aircraft dispatcher and works for an airline. He think aircraft are the 
most beautiful machine in the world! He takes his pctures with a Canon EOS 60D, a Sigma 150-
500mm  and a Canon EF 70-200mm.

Boeing B-747F
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Neuburg!
At the end of August 2013, German Air Force welcomed spotters and photographers inside the 
Neuburg an der Donau Air Base, the home of Jagdgeschwader 74. 
On August 29 our contributor Massimo Rossi went to Neuburg to capture some really interesting 
aircraft displayed in the base like the two JG74’s special colors Eurofighter Typhoons (the Tiger 
and the Jubiläumsmaschinen  which celebrated the 50 years anniversary of JG 74), 
the F-4F Phantom, the Artic Tiger Tornado from Jagel, two Dutch F-16s, two Belgian F-16, 
a Czech Gripen and a Tornado from Büchel.

photos by Massimo Rossi
edited by Carlo Dedoni

EF-2000A Typhoon GAF



Spotters Magazine    97

F-16AM Netherlands Air Force

F-4F Phantom GAF

Tornado ECR GAF
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Tornado IDS GAF

Czech Republic - Air Force
Saab JAS-39C Gripen

EF-2000A Typhoon GAF
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EF-2000A Typhoon GAF
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A jacket, a sweatshirt, an accessory. 
The sense of belonging can also have this shape if it embodies the spirit and the values. 
This happens with Aeronautica Militare – Collezione Privata, a young fashion brand 
capable of reinterpreting the best idea of a nation and its values: consistency, integrity, 
respect, selflessness, discipline and honor.

A pass for entering into a world of true stories of men and women like us: a world of 
peace and humanity ideals which constitute the international community; but also the 
dreams, the passion and the courage of those who have to face alone the immensity 
of the skies.

A style that identifies.

The history of this company starts from a distance. He has a past related to the craf-
ting of woven leather and a present related to the world of Italian Air Force, that have 
authorized the use of its decorations, badges and banners to create a line of authentic 
and original clothing and accessories.

A strong reminder to the world of Military Aviation, able to capture the fans of true 
flight, but also those in search of a distinctive style, a strong identity, and who don’t 
give up the quality of the products they are wearing. 
Aeronautica Militare – Collezione Privata carries the colors of Italy in the worldwide 
leader markets as a unique and original mark nationally and internationally valued.

The autumn is coming and Aeronautica Militare – Collezione Privata offers an amazing 
collection of clothing for him, for her and for children. In addition, you can complete 
your total “AM” look by choosing from a wide assortment of distinctive accessories!

for more informations: 
www.aeronauticamilitare-collezioneprivata.com
www.aeronauticaofficialstore.com

Aeronautica Militare -Collezione Privata
When passion is stronger than flying, you do not need to fly.
by Massimo Pieranunzi
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Amsterdam heeft het
Shiphol Spotting Guide by: scramble.nl 
photos by: Niels Borcharding & Erwin Stam

Antonov An-12
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Amsterdam Airport Schiphol is no. 4 in Europe in terms of movements and passenger numbers, utili-
zing two to four runways simultaneously throughout the day. More than half of the passengers here 
are in transit and a good deal of the traffic is intercontinental. Schiphol is the home base for most of 
the Dutch airlines. Turboprops have become a bit of a rarity here, as regional jets took over the majo-
rity of their routes from/to Schiphol. The airport is playing a major role in the European cargo scene, 
so plenty of cargo planes from all over the world can be seen here. Finally, low-cost carriers with their 
short turn-around times have established themselves in the scene and even utilise dedicated gates.
Schiphol’s attitude towards airplane enthusiasts has long been somewhat neutral. There are two of-
ficial viewing areas left and photography is allowed from any place with public access. Practising 
our hobby from other locations is not encouraged but usually not acted against either. Important is 
to adhere to traffic rules, so park only where it is allowed and do not block exits. However, recent 
developments in airport expansion and tighter security measures are rendering more and more good 
spots unusable, or at least less attractive. This is especially true for the “Polderbaan”, at which’ sides 
parking and even stopping a car is now prohibited except for spot 16. Read the details below.

Apart from these spots there are more possibilities for those who look well or want a specific view, but 
generally these will suit all needs. For photography, the average lenses will do fine at the mentioned 
locations.
1-Panorama Terrace
Actually two parts on top of terminals 1 and 2 but connected. The terrace overlooks the aprons from D 
to F and gives views of runways 24 (limited), 18L and 27. Also, Schiphol East and runway 22 are visible 
in the distance. Most of the traffic will at least taxi within view here when inbound or outbound, but cer-
tainly not all of it. Especially commuters may escape you when staying here. The fence is conveniently 
low, so good for photography. Entrance is free, with restaurants and toilets adjacent. The true opening 
hours, despite contradicting info elsewhere, are: 09.00-17.00LT in Winter (starting last Sunday in 
October) and 07.00-21.00LT in Summer (starting last Sunday in March). The rest of the terminal area 
offers limited possibilities to those who go looking for them.
2-R-apron
Assuming you travel by car, leave the terminal area but do not enter the motorway. Drive southbound 
until you pass underneath a taxiway, then take second left. Next to a crash gate, the cargo stands on 
this apron can be seen, and sometimes aircraft can be photographed provided you bring steps. There 
are some possibilities for pictures of 06/24 traffic, with acceptable light conditions from halfway in 
the afternoon. Mind that parking is allowed only in designated spaces, in this whole area.
3-Approach lights 06
Leave spot 2 and carry on to the south, parallel to the motorway. At the end turn left onto the byway 
of the N201. This goes right underneath final 06, the so-called ‘Kaagbaan’. Alas, parking is not possible 
here so if you want to stay at spot 3 either walk there from a distant parking, take a bus or ride a 
bike. The view is good and the excitement of the jet noise can be high. Head-on shots of 24 departures 
possible.
4-South side 06
As of 27 January 2008, Schiphol’s most famous and official ‘Spottersplaats’ has been declared ‘clo-
sed’. By early May 2008, it actually became inaccessible. This is very unfortunate, as it was a great 
viewing area and the access road had a long tradition in aircraft spotting in Amsterdam. Expanding 
cargo facilities put that to an end. The closest alternative has been found at the newer part of the 
Beechavenue, the current spot 4. It can be reached from spot 3 and from Schiphol-Rijk, but not directly 
from the N201.
Please take care where to park, and do not do so in the turn of this road, frequently used by lorries. 
Runway 06/24 or ‘Kaagbaan’ has more traffic than any other, and the light is OK until halfway the 
afternoon. The actual situation is subject to construction works. Reading numbers of 06/24 traffic 
should be no problem but other (taxiing) traffic is now generally too far away. The magnificent close 
views on traffic from/to the S-apron are history as well.
5-West side 18L/36R
The best location here is the open field next to the freight handling area. Cars can be left for a while 
between parked trucks on the road (do leave them enough space please). This spot is rather far from 
the beginning of 18L so many aircraft are already quite high when passing it. The view is great other-
wise, without obstructions for the time being. Good spot for afternoon landing shots on 36R, no steps 
needed in the field. Be advised: although this is an area accessible to the public, security officials have 
been sending away airplane enthusiasts.
6-Final 36R pm
The business area next to the approach lights makes legal parking possible and a short walk brings you 

Airbus A-380

Airbus A-330
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to spots west of the centreline, more or less suitable for afternoon photography. The construction of 
the new N201 had a negative effect here, the embankment now blocks the view towards the runway. If 
you just want the numbers the terminal is probably better. Mind there is no direct connection between 
the N201 and this spot, one has to use the smaller roads on either side to get here.
7-Final 36R am
Another location for the ‘Aalsmeerbaan’. Coming from spot 4, take the N201 towards the new Wa-
terwolftunnel but leave this road just before the tunnel itself. Via the roundabout pick up the Fokkerweg 
again and turn left at the traffic lights (opposite the petrol station). The spot offers a very good angle 
on arriving traffic and even heavies departing 18L can be photographed here, obviously with good light 
in the morning. Lots of parking space available during weekends but very limited on working days.
Should there be no room, an alternative spot is on the dike along the Ringvaart canal, close to the 
approach lights. It can be reached via the abovementioned roundabout. In this case, leave that rounda-
bout away from the runway (to the south-west), take the first left and left again on the dike. Where to 
stand is self-explanatory, but the view is more obstructed here, by houses. A bit north from spot 7, at 
the Anthony Fokker Business Park, a Friendship is preserved nicely above a pond. This is c/n 10449 in 
the colours worn by the first F27.
8-Schiphol-Oost
Schiphol’s general aviaton area, and the technical area where you can see aircraft parked on aprons 
lower than boats in the adjacent canal! This area is easy to find and accessible from the Fokkerweg 
(from the south), the Schipholdijk (from the motorway) and the perimeter road (Loevesteinse Ran-
dweg, from the central area). Coming from the latter, the first hangar one passes is the police hangar. 
Photography on the GA apron is possible with steps, fee-less short-term parking should be no problem.
The new GA terminal on the northern edge of the apron has taken out the spot between its location and 
the Coast Guard (former DDA) hangar, but other spots are largely untouched. Bombardier’s activities 
have been bringing interesting extra visitors since 2010. Aircraft in the maintenance base - actually all 
of the area between spot 7 and 8 - usually cannot be photographed from outside the fence but some 
registrations can be read off.
9-Final 27
The abovementioned perimeter road crosses the approach lights of 22 and 27 and has unrestricted 
access from the designated entries. Parking and even stopping is not allowed here, so to spend some 
time at spot 9 park at East and walk, or walk from a bus stop (bicycles not allowed here). Again, this is 
a spot where you can stand right underneath landing heavies, quite a thrill. Runway 27 (‘Buitenveldert-
baan’) is often not in use though, and runway 22 is merely for bizjets and light props of which there will 
be not too many. However, you may be lucky...
10-McDonald’s
Once a wasteland, this is the third official viewing area combined with a fast food restaurant. Often not 
the best option though due to backlight and lack of traffic (runway 09/27 is the most noise-sensitive 
one). However, a large part of the central area and East (GAT and maintenance base) are visible from 
here. With this runway active expect landings on 27 or departures from 09; they are rarely the other 
way around.
11-Beginning 18L
This spot is reachable by bus, bicycle and on foot, as access by cars is restricted. The bus stop to get 
off is called ‘Elzenhof’, see our link to Openbaar Vervoer under More Info on the right. The spot offers 
a rather close view on traffic departing from the beginning of 18L, and offers good options for photos 
in the morning.
12-Final 18C
To get here, leave the airport grounds and turn left onto the N232 towards Badhoevedorp from spot 
10. Turn left again onto the Sloterweg in Badhoevedorp (Dorint Novotel on the corner) and then right 
onto the Tweeduizend El. This is the through-road at that point and you will see a VOR (antenna array) 
near the end. Pick your spot next to the approach lights but stay with the car, as this is no official 
parking spot. Just around the corner, west of the threshold, a short dead-end road gives some legal 
parking space. Runway 18C (‘Zwanenburgbaan’) is often used for landings, simultaneously with 18R. 
When active, this is a fine viewing place.
13-Vijfhuizerweg
In the old days, before the existence of motorway A5 and the ‘fifth’ runway, photography and viewing 
along (then) 19R used to be excellent. At present, the view is more distant and obstructed, but not all is 
lost. Departures from 36C (often) or 18C (occasionally) usually climb above the fence quickly enough 
to take pictures of them. Quite a long lens is needed for that though, which is unusual at Schiphol.
A new attraction in this area is Taxiway Victor, connecting 18R/36L with the rest of Schiphol. Aircraft 
taxiing here do not only cross over the A5 but also over a canal (the Hoofdvaart)! Especially if you 

Boeing B-747F
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bring steps, taking photos along this taxiway is well possible, even near the canal bridges. If you are 
mainly after numbers, this is probably the best spot with the two western runways in use. Parking is 
prohibited along the connecting taxiway, which is enforced by police. Use the pull-outs south of the 
spot, or the cemetary parking facilities.

14-Polderbaan a.m.
This spot is at one of the dead ends of the cut-up IJweg. A small roundabout and the verge offer a great 
view on 18R/36L. Unfortunately, the municipality of Haarlemmermeer has decided not to accommo-
date those who want to admire the airplanes, but to restrict their driving to this runway to one single 
location: the official ‘Spottersplaats’ at spot 16. Since May 2010, all roads leading to spots 14, 16 and 17 
are no-parking zones (and 60 km/h zones too) after leaving the main road. The parts near the spots 
are even no-stopping zones. Police do enforce this regime by fining motorists.
To reach this spot by road (on pedal cycle, for instance...) from spot 12, turn right onto the Hoofdweg 
(Oostzijde), then left at the traffic lights and, after passing underneath the A5, left again at the traffic 
lights in Boesingheliede. When at the spot, do not block the airfield gates please, and stay clear of the 
farmland! Be aware that departures are always on 36L, landings always on 18R.

15-Final 18R
If you park along the byroad of the N232 in Boesingheliede and walk a little towards the approach 
lights, traffic on final for 18R can be photographed nicely. Especially in the morning this is a great spot, 
and gaining popularity. An alternative, for evening light photography, is to find a spot off the road that 
leads north from the roundabout near the approach lights (Spaarnwouderweg). Do not park in front 
of the crash gate on the centreline. It is amazing how far away from (the rest of) Schiphol you are 
here... 7-8 kilometres!

16-Polderbaan p.m. (halfway)
One of two spots not far from each other, but giving different views. From spot 15, take a kind of left 
at the roundabout and left again at the traffic lights onto the Driemerenweg (N205). At the next lights 
turn left again and another final left at the junction with the IJweg (unusual situation with a bump). The-
re is a roundabout similar to the one on the opposite side, with a no-parking and no-stopping situation 
as described under spot 14. Extra here however, is the official ‘Spottersplaats’ with parking lot, which 
opened early 2008. This is the only place along the runway where private vehicles will be allowed. The 
view on the Polderbaan is nearly unobstructed and photography is good for both directions of runway 
use. With landing traffic, the shots get more interesting by moving north along the cycling track (so 
riding here by bike is not a bad idea).

17-Polderbaan p.m. (south)
The last spot in this long list and one that, when it became available, quickly gained enough fame to at-
tract many enthusiasts for a day at the newest runway. Initially, it was possible to walk along the ditch, 
further towards the threshold, for marvelous head-on views of aircraft lining up on 36L. Unfortunately, 
this option too has been terminated, by a gate some 50 m from the roundabout. What remains is still a 
good spot to enjoy 36L departures, once you get here. Access is via the last junction described at spot 
16, again to one of those small roundabouts and a crash gate. As described under spot 14, this area is 
also a no-go for aircraft viewers’ cars since late 2010.

As with most major airports, public transport is abundant. Trains connect to the city centre many 
times an hour and to the rest of the country regularly. Buses run to the city too, as well as to neighbou-
ring communities. On the airport itself, these buses stop at nearly every location except for the ‘far 
northwest’. The public has to pay a fee to get on, in accordance with the standard Dutch zoning system. 
See the ‘Public transport’ link in the panel on the lower right for detailed information.

When traveling by car, there should be no problem to find the airport, but getting around to the place 
of your choice could be a different story. Additionally, parking has become a problem near many spots. 
Study the above map carefully for help and be aware that the motorways are somewhat independent 
of the local roads, with few connections. Finally, Holland cares for cyclists, even at the national ai-
rport. There are many shortcuts for those pedaling, the only exception being the connection between 
Schiphol Center and East.

Boeing B-737

Boeing B-747
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ghedi
report by Ennio Varani

Gate Guardian F-104G Tornado IDS taxiing
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The Italian Air Force’s 6th Wing was formed in 1915 in Campoformido. In its first years the Wing 
operated CR.32 , CR.42, G.50, RE2001 and  Me109G. The 6th Wing, dissolved during the WWII, was 
reconstituted in Treviso on 1 January 1951 with the P-51 aircraft of 155 Squadron. 
After becoming 6th Air Brigade, the unit moved to Ghedi (near Brescia) incorporating the 154th 
Squadron, equipped with the new jets DH.100 “Vampire” and F-84G. Between 1956 and 1964 the 
Air Brigade was at first equipped with the F- 84F and then with the first F- 104G.
In September 1967 following a restructuring of the armed forces the 6th Air Brigade resumed 
the  denomination of 6 ° Stormo. 
In 1982 the Wing received the first Panavia Tornado that is assigned to the 154th Group. 
Actually the 6th Wing has a fleet of  Panavia Tornado IDS aircraft which are used for recon-
naissance and attack mission in order to defend the assigned area of interest. 
In peacetime the role of this unit is to keep Combat Readiness of aircrews, predispose de-
ployments within IRF (Immediate Reaction Force) area, cooperate with civil authorities in case 
of natural disaster. Tornado IDS taxiing

Tornado IDS Take off

Tornado IDS Take off



The Classic 550
The 550 was the first soft camera bag manufactured in Britain. It’s continuing suc-
cess, both as a spacious camera bag and as a general travel bag, has meant that, 
apart from a few very minor improvements, it remains much the same as when it 
was first introduced. 

The adjustable shoulder sling comes complete with a leather and neoprene SP20 
shoulder pad. 
An 8-15, 9-15 and 9-18 Superflex, together with a Flap are included. The two matching 
side pockets are also part of the product and will arrive with the bag.

5 Series Bags
The main compartment now includes four extra full depth pockets. The 
single zip top opening has been retained but has also been reprofiled, so 
that it is now possible for the zip panels to lie behind the inside pockets, 
so forming the Billingham TukTop. In use the zip can remain open and 
protected with the main flap. The simple zip path ensures long, trouble-
free life. 

307L
The 307L shares the majority of its features with the 07 Series. The same 
contoured main flap and easy PressTop access, internal and external grab 
handles, expanding double dump pockets to the front and zippered pocket 
to the rear. Where the 307L comes into its own is inside the bag. A fixed, 
robust laptop slipcase is built into the padded interior and a base provides 
impact protection.
As with the other models in the range, the 307L can be fitted with our 
optional Delta pockets for extra capacity. The lower leather straps feature 
D holes for the attachment of a Backpack Harness or to take tripod carry 
straps.

Billingham Bags

www.billingham.co.uk
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CANON 
EF300mm f/2,8 L II USM IS and EF400mm f/2,8 L II USM IS

Canon EF 300mm f/2.8L IS II USM
Light weight L-series super-telephoto lens, for all types of action 
photography.

High performance super-telephoto lens
With a large aperture of f/2.8, the EF 300mm f/2.8L IS II USM is 
a high performance super-telephoto lens delivering exceptional 
image quality in a durable and lightweight design.

L-series quality
The L-series is Canon’s flagship professional lens range, repre-
senting the best in precision-designed EF optics. L-series lenses 
combine superior performance with superlative handling, and are 
highly resistant to dust and moisture.

4-stop Image Stabilizer
A 4-stop optical Image Stabilizer – specially designed for the lens’ 
specific focal length range – works to counteract image blur, 
which can occur during handheld shooting, or at slow shutter 
speeds. Automatic panning detection ensures effective perfor-
mance when tracking moving subjects and, as the IS system is 
based in the lens, results are visible through the viewfinder during 
framing.

Enhanced image quality with SWC coating
Designed for use in digital photography, Canon’s patented Subwa-
velength structure coating helps minimise the ghosting and flare 
caused by internal reflections. By eliminating the cause, the coa-
ting reduces reflections and helps to deliver crisp, clear images.

3 IS Modes
Ideally suited for all types of action photography especially those 
disciplines that require the utilization of panning, the new IS mode 
3 only activates the image stabilizer element during exposure.

Fast, quiet auto focus
A ring USM (Ultrasonic motor) uses ultrasonic frequency vibra-
tions to drive extremely rapid auto focus with near-silent opera-
tion. A high-speed CPU and optimised AF algorithms contribute to 
fast AF performance. Full time electronic manual focus override is 
available without having to switch out of AF mode.

Canon EF 400mm f/2.8L IS II USM
High performance, L-series super-telephoto lens, for sports and 
wildlife photography.

Ultra-High performance super-telephoto lens
With a large aperture of f/2.8, the EF 400mm f/2.8L IS II USM is 
an ultra-high-performance super-telephoto lens delivering excep-
tional image quality in a durable design using magnesium alloy and 
titanium to reduce weight.

L-series quality
The L-series is Canon’s flagship professional lens range, repre-
senting the best in precision-designed EF optics. L-series lenses 
combine superior performance with superlative handling, and are 
highly resistant to dust and moisture.

4-stop Image Stabilizer
A 4-stop optical Image Stabilizer – specially designed for the lens’ 
specific focal length range – works to counteract image blur, 
which can occur during handheld shooting, or at slow shutter 
speeds. Automatic panning detection ensures effective perfor-
mance when tracking moving subjects and, as the IS system is 
based in the lens, results are visible through the viewfinder during 
framing.

3 IS Modes
Ideally suited for all types of action photography especially those 
disciplines that require the utilization of panning, the new IS mode 
3 only activates the image stabilizer element during exposure.

Enhanced image quality with SWC coating
Designed for use in digital photography, Canon’s patented Subwa-
velength structure coating helps minimise the ghosting and flare 
caused by internal reflections. By eliminating the cause, the coa-
ting reduces reflections and helps to deliver crisp, clear images.

Fast, quiet auto focus
A ring USM (Ultrasonic motor) uses ultrasonic frequency vibra-
tions to drive extremely rapid auto focus with near-silent ope-
ration. A high-speed CPU and optimised AF algorithms contribute 
further to AF speed. Full time electronic manual focus override is 
available without having to switch out of AF.

www.canon.com
by Massimo Pieranunzi

by Massimo Pieranunzi
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Malta Air Show
Report by Brendon Attard

EF-2000A Typhoon RAFShort S-312 Tucano T1

panoramic view
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Boeing E-3 Sentry NATO

EF-2000A Typhoon RAF Tornado Gr.4 RAF



Held annually each September at the Malta International Ai-
rport (ex: RAF Luqa) , the Malta International Air Show, one 
of Malta’s largest outdoor events, has gained the well-earned 
reputation as one of Malta’s top outdoor family events. A lar-
ge variety of airplanes, both military and civilian, were on 
display at the Airport and performed in the skies on Saturday 
28th & Sunday 29th September 2013 in this year’s edition of 
the Malta International Air Show. Acknowledged as one of the 
world’s premier aerobatic teams, the Royal Air Force Aero-
batic Team, The Red Arrows, performed in Maltese skies on 
September 28th and 29th at the Malta International Airshow 
on the 49th Display Season. The team are renowned throu-
ghout the world, acting as ambassadors of Great Britain. It 
is a great honor for Malta and the Malta Aviation Society to 
welcome the Red Arrows back to Malta with a 9-ship display 
lasting around 25 mins each day.
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Poland - Navy
PZL-Mielec M-28B1TD Bryza 1TD

RED Arrows

Germany - Navy
Lockheed P-3C Orion
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C-130J EF-2000A Typhoon RAF

RED ArrowsAB-212 Italian Air Force

Spotters RAF Tornados Gr.4
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  light suit Italian air force 
search and rescue team
Report by Fabrizio Tuzii
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  light suit Italian air force 
search and rescue team
Report by Fabrizio Tuzii



The serie of “Flight Suit” stories dedicated to our “friends of the air” is continuing. In this issue we’ll 
talk about the Flight Suit of the airmen who save many lifes with their job, but before that I’d like to 
start this story focusing your attention on the great job made from the rescuers who, with courage 
and self-denial, are often out from the spotlight. 

Many people inclined to think that the Armed Forces only have a purpose: the war. This is not correct, 
and at the present it’s very important to shed light on the functions and objectives of our Armed 
Forces, in such a way that more people may know and better understand their work. Of course, in the 
foreground of the institutional tasks of the Armed Forces there is the defense of the Country, but in 
peacetime the duties and tasks of the many people who have chosen to wear an uniform are different 
and often very important for the whole community.

Once this point has been made clear, we can go further and explain the equipment supplied to the 
rotorcraft crews of Italian Air Force who make Search and Rescue (SAR) missions.

The Flight Suit of rotorcraft crews

Flight Suit MOD. T85 

Fireproof cotton suit completed with an winter or summer under suit.

Life jacket MOD. AERAZUR PN 250903-0
 
The main feature that differentiates this life jacket from others supplied to the Italian Air Force is the 
possibility of being hoisted. It is composed of a base vest and a floating element bound to the jacket 
through a hinge.

The base vest, which constitutes the element in direct contact with the user, contains standard 
equipment such as Survival Kit, emergency floating chambers with inflating device, emergency radio 
(MR506 or similar) and  a flashlight. In addition the base vest is provided by several slots in which the 
rescuer can stow anything he thinks to be more useful. Ballistic plates, both dorsal and frontal, could 
be applied to the vest  in case of  missions in hostile conditions. 
In the lower part of the jacket there are two constraining belts useful in case of hoisting of the crew. 
In the central part of the vest there is a hook, stowed in a slot, by means of which the lower part of the 
body is stabilized  in case of hoisting.

The floating element is formed by a double chamber separate inside by a membrane and electrically 
welded. The system is activated by an external handle that, by pulling it, triggers a CO2 cylinder in the 
jacket and inflates the chambers.
It also has a lighting system that is activated by the sea water (sodium chloride activates a battery 
that closes a circuit allowing the energizing of the lamp).

Helmet MOD. ALPHA 200

Already in use from the jet pilots of Royal Air Force (RAF), this helmet is used by the ITAF’s rotorcraft 
crews and differs from jet model (HGU 55G type). It is equipped with an intercom system, a visor 
and a coupling system for night vision goggles (NVG). Unlike the Mod HGU 55G, this helmet hasn’t the 
communication and oxygen supply system through the mask. The helmet is connected to the navigation 
system of the aircraft through a cable with a terminal jack.

What has been described above is part of the standard equipment of a crew working on a Italian Air 
Force rotarcraft . Some categories, such as the O.B. (on board operator) and the ARS (Air rescue 
operator) have been supplied an additional specific equipment for their duties on board.

The “OB” has a harness that binds him to the helicopter, a necessary equipment for safe Search and 
Rescue operations as well as for the recovery operations through the hoist. The “ARS” uses a recove-
ry harness which allows him to be bound by the survivor or the casualty. In addition to this equipment 
ARS are also provided, according to the type of mission, with a diving suite (both short and long) for 
the rescue ops in the water, and a helmet (speleologist type) as a protection for the head.
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We want to thank the Italian Air Force’s 670th Sqn S.A.R based at Decimomannu Air Base, 
Sardinia, that from the past November 1th has been renamed 80th CSAR CENTER.
Special thanks to the crew who supported us for this artycle: Cpt. Tiziano CASUCCI , 
Cpt. Marco ZANONI, PM Tonio CAROLI, PM Stefano ZANOTELLI, M1 Christian FALCHI, 
M1 Alessandro SCANU.
Last but not least, we want strongly to thank all people who, with different tasks and 
duties, ensure our safety wether on land and sea, often risking their own lives.

Helmet MOD. ALPHA 200

Life jacket MOD. AERAZUR PN 250903-0
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St. Petersburg Pulkovo Airport

Spotting guide by: Dmitry Yakovlev

Antonov An-74
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Pulkovo airport (LED/ULLI) is located in the southern outskirts of the city of St. Petersburg, the se-
cond largest city of Russia. In 2011 Pulkovo became the third among the Russian airports in terms of 
passenger flow.

The history of Pulkovo airport began in 1932 when an airfield named “Shosseynaya” - in the name of a 
nearby railway station - was founded in the south side of the city. During World War II the airport was 
on the frontline and didn’t work until winter 1944. From mid-1950s the airport started operating Il-18s 
and Tu-104s. In 1964 the airport got a new runway 10/28, and the initial runway 14/32 was gradually 
withdrawn from use (its remaining parts are now used as Apron 4 and aircraft stands near the Cargo 
terminal). In 1973 a new terminal (currently Pulkovo-1) was opened and the second runway (10R/28L) 
was built. In 1974 the airport was renamed and got its current name, Pulkovo, along with the nearby 
Pulkovo Heights etc.

As of summer 2013, the airport has two passenger terminals: Pulkovo-1 that serves mainly domestic 
flights, as well as some international flights (mainly charters and flights to the countries of ex-USSR) 
and official delegations; and Pulkovo-2 that serves international flights. Pulkovo-2 is located in the nor-
thern side of the airport, closer to the city, and Pulkovo-1 is located between the runways. Also, there 
is a cargo terminal and a business terminal, which are located on the southern side of the northern 
runway (10L/28R). A large new terminal is under construction in Pulkovo, which is expected to enter 
service by the end of 2013 and will serve both domestic and international flights.

Pulkovo has two active runways: 10L/28R (3400 meters long) and 10R/28L (3700 meters long), which 
make takeoffs/landings possible for largely any aircraft type. Besides, there are also helipads that 
serve helicopters performing commercial flights, government and police missions, and undergoing 
repairs at the SPARC helicopter repair plant, also located in the airport. Alongside with that, there is 
also a major helipad known as “Helidrive” outside the airport, which serves helicopters performing 
commercial, sightseeing, training and other types of flights over St. Petersburg and in the area.
Pulkovo airport serves quite a number of regular flights, both on domestic routes and on international 
ones. On international routes, regular flights are carried out, in particular, by Lufthansa, Air France, 
British Airways, Austrian, Air Berlin, Finnair, CSA, LOT, Emirates, Alitalia, just to name a few. In summer 
there are also regular flights by companies like Korean Air, as well as quite a number of seasonal 
charter flights. One of the recent newly opened flights was ICE391/392 by Icelandair. Their Boeing 757 
flies to Pulkovo twice a week. 

Besides, there are also regular flights by airlines from other ex-USSR countries, in particular by 
Uzbekistan Airlines, Tajik Air, Somon Air.
Pulkovo airport is the base for Rossiya Airlines (not to be mixed with the Special Flight Unit, which 
has a very similar livery and titles but performs only government flights), which operates on dome-
stic routes and many regular and chartered international flights. Rossiya operates a fleet of several 
dozen Airbus A319/320, three Boeing 767-300ERs and six Antonov An-148-100Bs. Besides, Pulkovo 
is a base for many flights by Aeroflot (mainly to Moscow Sheremetyevo) with Airbus A319/320/321 
and sometimes larger types like Boeing 767-300, A330-300 or even Il-96; Transaero operates with 
Boeing 737, 767 and 747.

With the advent of Airbus and Boeing aircraft into the fleets of almost every Russian airline, which 
has become especially noticeable during the recent decade, greater part of the traffic in Pulkovo 
now consists of A320 and B737 (both classics and NGs) family aircraft, as well as various types of 
Bombardier CRJs. Larger aircraft types are Boeing 767, 747 and 777 and Airbus A330-200, A330-300, 
A340-300 and A340-500. The number of Russian aircraft is now by far not as large as it used to be 
back in 2007-2008, with Tu-154 still being sometimes flown to St. Petersburg on regular routes by 
UTair and Alrosa, Gazpromavia Yak-42, and certainly An-148-100 by Rossiya. There are also cargo and 
mail flights by Pskovavia with an An-26, the latter now also flying several regional passenger routes 
with a good old An-24, which was so typical for Pulkovo back in the Soviet era but has become very 
rare in the recent years. Other Russian aircraft types that appear on rare occasions are Il-76, An-124, 
An-12 and even Il-18 (the latter being flown to Pulkovo not more than once or twice a year and usually 
when the weather is far from good).

Besides fixed-wing aircraft, there is a considerable number of helicopters, mainly Mil Mi-8, Eurocop-
ter, Agusta, Bell and Robinson types, flying both from Pulkovo (especially Mi-8s) and from the nearby 
“Helidrive”.

Runways 10L/28R and 10R/28L are normally used in parallel for both takeoffs and landings, with 
quite frequent periods when one is used mainly for landings and the other one mainly for takeoffs. 
Besides, only one of the runways is usually used at night, approximately from 8 or 10 pm to 8 am 
local time. When both are in use for takeoffs and landings, international flights tend to use 10L/28R 
while some domestic flights prefer 10R/28L.

While Pulkovo airport offers a number of easily accessible spotting points for sky shots, runway/
taxiway/apron view points are not as easy to reach. Here is a review of several spotting points 
in Pulkovo.

Point 1: elevated ramps beside the Pulkovo-1 (domestic) terminal. For years the domestic terminal 
used to have two elevated ramps on its sides, which provided a good view to Apron 1, as well as 
some portions of both runways. Now that the new terminal adjoins the old domestic one almost 
directly, little is left of the elevated ramp to the right of the terminal, offering a good view only 
to some parts of the apron nearby. But the one to the left of the terminal is still intact and offers 
good opportunities for taking photos of aircraft standing on the apron, taxiing by and even taking 
off/landing on runway 10R/28L, mainly in the early morning and late evening. This point may be 
easily accessed by bus or taxi from the city or Pulkovo-2 (international) terminal. Lenses with a 
wide range of focal lengths may be useful here.

Point 2: road to Pulkovo (a.k.a. Pulkovskoe Highway) – from this point you may take sky shots with 
aircraft on finals 28L and 28R, depending on where you stand and where the sun is. The point near 
28R may be easily accessed by public transit, e.g. bus or route taxi No. 39, bus stop (“Pulkovo III” 
trade center) or the next bus stop (on demand!), while the points near 28L may also be accessed 
by buses or route taxis (bus stop “Metrika”) or simply by walking from the point near 28R. Here 
the light is good beginning from early morning and till the late evening, with the exception of ap-
proximately 8 to 12 am local time. This point is generally not demanding in terms of focal lengths, 
e.g. a 70-200 may be more than sufficient here.

Point 3: sky shots runway 10L – a highway has been recently built that connects the VIP entrance 
on the opposite side of the airport to the St. Petersburg Ring Road, which has made access to 
the spotting points near 10L and 10R much easier. However, it would still be not easy to get to 
this point without a car. Here light is good from the early morning throughout the day and till the 
evening. Some points near runway 10R may also be reached from here, but it will take a long walk 
through the fields.

Point 4: over the fence at 28L/10R. It is highly advisable to have a car to get to this point, and 
even with a car the road is rather bad in some places and you will still have to walk through fields 
and/or forests, so proper clothes would be necessary, as well as a company of some of the 
local spotters who would show you the actual points. The points over the fence at 28L/10R at the 
southern side of the runway differ in terms of how hard it is to get there, but anyway it is far from 
being a walk in a park. However, these points seem to be the most rewarding in terms of the photo 
opportunities – from different places you may take photos of aircraft at holding point 28L, as well 
as touchdowns/rotations etc. Light here is usually good from the early morning till the evening, 
depending on the direction of takeoffs/landings.

Boeing B-777
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Boeing B-777

Tupolev Tu-154

Yakovlev Yak-42
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Ilyushin Il-76 



Spotters Magazine    129







www.spottersmag.com


