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250 Shades 
of Airbus
Simone Ciaralli 
Rocco Comandé
Roberto Leone
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In April easyJet and Airbus have 
celebrated their successful partner-
ship at a ceremony in Hamburg to 
mark the delivery the airline’s 250th 
Airbus A320 family aircraft. To 
celebrate the 250th delivery, easyJet 
unveiled its newest A320 with a 
unique livery featuring 250 minia-
ture aircraft. As with other recent 
deliveries to easyJet, the A320 is 
equipped with the latest technology 
and fuel-saving Sharklets.
easyJet is one of Europe’s leading 
airline offering a winning combina-
tion of a very wide route network 
connecting Europe’s primary ai-
rports, with great value fares and 
friendly service. 
The airline flies 234 aircraft on more 

than 750 routes to over 130 airports 
across 33 countries.
easyJet operates Europe’s largest 
and the world’s fourth largest Airbus 
single aisle fleet. Since easyJet took 
delivery of its first Airbus aircraft (an 
A319) in September 2003, Airbus 
has delivered an aircraft on average 
every 16 days since the first delivery
easyJet has 158 aircraft currently on 
order, and in terms of total aircraft 
orders is Airbus’ third biggest airline 
customer. Currently easyJet fly a fleet 
of 85 A320s (180 seats) and 149 
A319s (156 seats).

Rocco Comandé

Simone Ciaralli
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Aiut Alpin Dolomites’
by Ennio Varani
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Aiut Alpin Dolomites’ operations benefit from Airbus Helicopters’ 
enhancements incorporated in the latest variant of the versatile 
EC135 family, which include significant power reserves for increased 
safety margins during flight and while maneuvering; an improved flight 
envelope, especially in hot-and-high environments; and an increased 
maximum takeoff weight of 2,980 kg.
The upgraded EC135 is available in two versions with its corresponding 
upgraded engine options: Turbomeca’s Arrius 2B2 “Plus” for the EC135 
T3; and Pratt & Whitney Canada’s PWC 206B3 for the EC135 P3.
“The EC135 T3/P3 represents Airbus Helicopters’ commitment to the 
continual improvement of our products, further improving a helicopter 
family that already is the worldwide reference for airborne emergency 
medical services, law enforcement and other critical missions,” said 
Wolfgang Schoder, CEO of Airbus Helicopters Germany, which builds 
the EC135 at its Donauwörth industrial facility.
Aiut Alpin Dolomites – a voluntary mountain rescue association 
performing some 700 air rescue operations annually, often in difficult 
and challenging conditions – selected the EC135 T3 configuration. 
The association currently operates an EC135 T2, which is deployed on 
the steep slopes and ski areas of the Dolomite mountains. Aiut Alpin 

Dolomites is also called upon to provide emergency and medical 
services at special events such as auto racing.
“The EC135 T3’s improvements are impressive,” commented 
Raffel Kostner, one of the founders of Aiut Alpin Dolomites, after a 
demonstration flight in the association’s new helicopter today. “It 
provides the rescue teams with tremendous power reserves and 
augmented performance for the high-altitude missions that are an 
integral part of our operations.”
Enhancements to the EC135 T3/P3 range from an enlarged main 
rotor and modernization of the FADEC full-authority digital flight 
control software to a cockpit with fully integrated avionics for 
navigation and communications. Among the most visible changes 
are the elimination of horizontal stabilizer endplates utilized on 
other EC135 versions, the integration of lateral engine air intakes 
and the use of a new mini tail bumper.
Aiut Alpin Dolomites’ EC135 T3 also is equipped with Airbus Heli-
copters’ new optional multifunctional floor, which is specifically 
tailored for emergency medical services (EMS) missions and 
replaces the need for a second floor – thereby saving weight.

16   Spotters Magazine
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SONYα77II
Never miss a moment with 12fps
The α77II has up to 12 frames per second at full resolution. Equipped with a 79 point AF 
sensor and advanced auto focus tracking, technology, you never have to miss a moment. The 
α77II outperforms even more expensive rivals with continuous auto focus and auto exposure 
when shooting at 12fps at full 24.3MP resolution and can capture up to 60 frames in a 
single burst when in JPEG fine setting.
World’s Most AF points
79-point Phase Detection AF System
The α77II is equipped with a newly developed phase detection auto focus system, featuring 
wide coverage 79 AF points. Fifteen of the AF points are cross-type and placed in the most-
frequently-used central area of the sensor. This helps the α77II achieve accurate focusing 
even with horizontally striped subjects, which line-type AF points typically find challenging. 
The new AF system also performs well in low-light conditions—as low as EV -2 (ISO 
100), which is similar to a moonlit night under which objects are difficult to see even with 
the naked eye. The new AF algorithm instantly recognizes and reliably tracks the desired 
subject. The α77II also realizes impressive focusing accuracy, even when a large-aperture lens 
is mounted, thanks to the f/2.8 AF point placed horizontally in the center of the AF sensor 
overlapping another AF point.
24.3 Megapixel Stunning Resolution
The α77II houses a large APS-C sensor with approx. 24.3 effective megapixels for incredi-
ble detail and gorgeous enlargements. Its high resolving power adopts the same gapless on-
chip lens structure as the α7R and features the latest-generation RGB color filter and other 
cutting-edge device technologies developed by Sony, the number 1 manufacturer of image 
sensors. The α77II’s image sensor exhibits approximately 20% higher sensitivity and lower 
noise levels compared to the α77 throughout a wide sensitivity range of ISO 100 to 25,600. 
Advanced BIONZ® X 
image processing
The α77II is equipped with the same BIONZ® X image processing engine as on the top-
of-the-line full-frame models—α7 and α7R. This engine achieves approximately three times 
the processing speed of previous BIONZ and features all the latest image processing techno-
logies, which are optimized for this model. The result is astonishingly high-speed processing 
capabilities as well as faithfully reproduced textures and amazing definition.
Full HD Movie 1080/60p/60i/24p and Clean Output via HDMI®
Take full control when you shoot HD movies and enjoy the full expressive potential of 
Program, Shutter Priority, Aperture Priority or Manual (P/A/S/M) control in HD movie 
mode. Capture spectacular HD movies in your choice of super-smooth 60p, standard 60i or 
cinematic 24p, all at Full HD 1920x1080 resolution. AVCHD™ codec delivers stunning 
picture quality. MP4 codec offers smaller files for easier upload to the web. You also have the 
option of capturing uncompressed HD to an optional external recorder for super high bitrate 
via the clean HDMI® output.

www.sony.com
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Sony boosts α A-mount line-up 
with two new high performance 
ZEISS® lenses

Vario-Sonnar T 24-70mm 
F2.8 ZA SSM II 
standard zoom

Sony has enhanced its line-up of α A-mount interchangeable lenses with 
two enhanced versions of its full-frame ZEISS Vario-Sonnar large-
aperture standard zoom and wide-angle zoom lenses.

Photo professionals and discerning enthusiasts will welcome the addition 
of the Vario-Sonnar T 24-70mm F2.8 ZA SSM II (SAL2470Z2) 
standard zoom and Vario-Sonnar T 16-35mm F2.8 ZA SSM II 
(SAL1635Z2) wide angle zoom, both delivering significant improve-
ments in image quality, ghost reduction and AF performance, together 
with a new dust and moisture- resistant design.

The SAL2470Z2 and SAL1635Z2 are ideal partners for Sony’s 
A-mount family of interchangeable lens cameras, including the highly acclai-
med α99 and α77 II. With the addition of an optional mount adaptor 
they’re also compatible with E-mount cameras such as the α7 series.

Uncompromising image quality is a hallmark of every ZEISS Vario-
Sonnar lens. It’s taken to new levels with the SAL2470Z2 and 
SAL1635Z2 that feature a ZEISS T coating on optical surfaces that 
achieves even greater reduction in ghosting, especially with tricky against-
the-light shots.

Autofocus performance of the SSM (Super Sonic wave Motor) system 
in both lenses has also been uprated significantly. Faster, more powerful 
processing in the lens LSI increases AF accuracy, delivering approxima-
tely 4x the subject tracking speed of each lens’s predecessor – a perfect 
partner to the 4D Focus system in the α77 II - making it ideal for shots of 
fast-moving action subjects like wildlife, sports and active children.

Both models also feature a new dust and moisture-resistant design that 
makes the SAL2470Z2 and SAL1635Z2 even more appealing options 
for challenging outdoor assignments.

Covering a popular 24-70mm range 
of focal lengths, this high performance 
full-frame zoom delivers imaging quali-
ty you’d expect from a prime lens.

From everyday snapshots to handheld 
portraits, landscapes and wildlife, 
you’ll enjoy legendary ZEISS® 
sharpness and contrast at all focal 
lengths. With a bright constant F2.8 
maximum aperture right across the 
zoom range, the SAL2470Z2 is 
a dependable partner for low-light 
portraits, dim interiors and night-time 
scenes.

Aspherical and ED (Extra-low Di-
spersion) glass elements are combined 
in a precision optical design that’s hi-
ghly effective at suppressing aberration. 
You’ll appreciate the difference with 
high contrast and faithful reproduction 
of delicate gradations.
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Vario-Sonnar T 16-35mm 
F2.8 ZA SSM II 
wide angle zoom

This large aperture, wide angle zoom is 
equally capable of capturing spectacular 
scenery or bustling street scenes. With 
a bright F2.8 maximum aperture at all 
zoom settings, it’s also ideal for handheld 
shooting at twilight or in dimly-lit inte-
riors.

The precision optical design features 
aspherical lens elements that minimise di-
stortion. In addition, ED (Extra-low Di-
spersion) and Super ED glass elements 
provide superior contrast, resolution, and 
colour fidelity.

www.sony.com
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“Story of a trip on board USS CVN71 
  in the Persian Gulf”

by Giovanni Colla
www.gc-photo.net

Manama-Bahrain, Monday May 11, 2015, 9.00 AM, a Public Affairs Officer of the US 
Navy’s 5th Fleet, is waiting us outside the hotel. Just the time to exchange a few 
words of introduction and embark our little luggage and we are going away again. Our 
destination is the Aviation Unit of CTF-53 (Commander Task Force – 53) based at the 
Bahrain International Airport of Manama. 
Once arrived at the gate of the military area of the airport, an American soldier 
armed with his M16 checks our passports and says: “all ok, you can get in”. After 
handed over our luggage and the bags with photographic equipment, we wait for the 
C-2 , whose take off is scheduled for 12:00 local time. The wait is short, before to get 
the aircraft, we receive a helmet, hearing protection, glasses and a life jacket and we 
are breifly instructed about the phases of the flight – which have to last 45 minutes – 
and emergency procedures.
We are ready, we start boarding procedures and we get the apron where the “old” 
VRC-40 Rawhides’ C-2 is waiting us. We head towards the rear door of the plane in 
single file, passing close to one of the two engines that is still stuck in “hotel mode”. 
We settle on a seat and we connect the 4-point belt; from here on, the noise inside 

the cabin will prevent us from speaking and the lack of windows (the C-2 has only two 
windows) doesn’t allow us to see what is happening outside. Immediately after, the 
C-2 begins the taxi and after receving the clearance from the tower starts the take 
off run. Our next stop the USS Theodore Roosevelt. After a less than a hour flight, the 
aircraft started the approach to the carrier: the firm tack, suggests me the upcoming 
final phase of the approach and I’m aware that in less than 60 seconds we are going 
to land on the deck of a one of the most known nuclear carriers in the history of the 
US Navy. 
Here we go, I hear the gears exiting from their compartments... My body feels any 
corrections of the plane’s disposition and I realize that we are lowering. The aircraft 
engage the cable 3 and a tremendous blow literally pasted me in the seat; in seconds 
(which seemed minutes to me) we are stuck. The staff opened the doors and finally 
the Roosevelt gives us its welcome in the midst of a session of landings. I have no 
time to realize and to get off the C-2 that the Deputy Public Affairs Officer ‘Jack’, who 
will be one of our guides during our stay on board of the aircraft carrier, arrives to 
welcome us on board.
I’m on board from a few minutes and I’m already breathing that air for some years I 
was missing. It’s not my first boarding in fact, in the past I was able to embark on the 
Eisenhower, Nimitz, Truman and Bush. From the bottom of my 30 years, I feel to have 
a minimum experience, because I know how to move and I know what is awaiting me in 
the next 24 hours of pure adrenaline.
While I wait for my luggage to be unloaded from the C-2 I take this opportunity to 
speak with the press officers, people who in this case contribute to the great success 
of a service... Especially in a context like an aircraft carrier where the slightest lack 
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of coordination could result in wasting an opportunity that few people have the privilege 
to live and enjoy. 
Toghether with them we decide the program, we share opinions and set the points for 
the photo shootings. It’s a very meticolous work to do, you have to split the minutes of 
everything because of a lack of precision in an aircraft carrier generates a reaction 
chain of delays and problems, and this is not acceptable by the staff.
The luggage finally came, we left it in our accomodations and we go immediately to the 
“Island”, namely the structure in the right side of the flight deck from which we can 
follow the flight operations of the Carrier Air Wing 1. The Wing is composed as follows: 
strike fighter squadrons VFA-11 “Red Rippers”, VMFA-251 “Thunderbolts”, VFA-136 
“Knighthawks”, and VFA-211 “Checkmates”, electronic attack squadron VAQ-137 “Rooks”, 
carrier airborne early warning squadron VAW-125 “Tigertails”, fleet logistics support 
squadron VRC-40 “Rawhides”, helicopter maritime strike squadron HSM-46 “Grandma-
sters”  and helicopter sea combat squadron HS-11 “Dragonslayers”. 
On the flight deck there are about a hundred people working, and if at first glance it 
may look like to your eyes a complete chaos, you immediately understand that it’s an 
organized chaos: the boys and girls of the flight deck following precise orders and at 
any time know exactly what they must do and where they must do. 
The planes are guided by specialists with the yellow jackets, while the armament is the 
task of the sailors with red jacket. Catapult and landing stages operators dress green 
jacket, while the specialists who have to block planes on the flight deck are dressed in 
blue. The purple jacket is worn by those work in the supply of fuel, then there are safety 
managers that wear white jackets.
The aircraft carrier is in the midst of what is called a ‘Cycle’, or a session of launches 
- typically 10 to 15 aircraft - followed by a session of landings. This happens regularly in 
a continuous cycle, for a ‘package’ that takes off there is anther one that is comes back 
throughout all the day... In short, the carrier never stops! Except for those days when 
there are supplies of fuel or various kinds during which flight activity is suspended.

At the time of my visit, the ship was arrived only from a few weeks in the area of compe-
tence of the US Navy’s 5th Fleet, after relieving the USS Vinson, and was engaged in the 
operation ‘Inherent Resolve’ over the skies of Syria and Iraq against the forces of ISIS. 
What differentiates the current war operation from the previous mission “Iraqi Freedom” 
in Iraq and “Enduring Freedom” in Afghanistan is that the embarked aircraft no longer 
have the support of the ground troops and coalition, but uses only the Iraqi security forces 
who are on the field.
The American presence in Iraq is just in terms of offices, where US officials are working 
closely with the Iraqi security forces. In these locations the possible targets are analyzed 
together.

After following for a full cycle of launches we leave the island to go down in the hangar. 
Here planes and helicopters are neatly arranged with wings and rotors folded to occupy 
less space as possible. Hangar mechanics work H24 to maintain the most number of 
aircraft possible and thus ensure the continued conduct of missions.

The operational missions are always very complex and the preparation of a mission begins  
from 3 hours before the launch from the catapult. The pilots prepare for the mission 
a couple of hours before and then follow the mission briefing, at this point they go to 
dressing room where one by one wearing all the items of their equipment.
Once ‘dressed’ the pilots go to their aircraft where they find “Plane Captain”, the specialist 
who is in charge of their aircraft. After a careful inspection tour around the plane is time 
to climb the ladder and seat inside the cabin. Once seated, starts the biggest challenge for 
a pilot, he must stay focused on all the procedures he needs to perform and all the checks 
to do before takeoff, also must have in mind all aspects which will meet during the mission. 
This is why it pilots are trained for more than a year before a cruise operation mission.
Once airborne, the current missions in the skies of Iraq and Syria last about 4 to 5 hours 
and during this time an important feature which ensures the readiness of intervention 



in case of need is the in-flight refueling. During the duration of the flight aircraft carry an 
average of two or three in-flight refuelings and generally the “gas” is provided by the USAF’s 
tanker aircraft that operate from Qatar. 
The refuelling missions are expected to be performed in certain areas planned before, but it 
can happen that the tanker will move according to the needs of pilots in areas that crews call 
“hot areas”. In this way the pilots don’t lose time to move to another area but can stay in their 
area of competence so as to ensure their presence at any time.

The last phase of the mission, the landing on the flight deck, is the most tricky. For this 
maneuver pilots need the help of electronic and optical instruments. The main help is provided 
by the “Meat Ball”, a tool consisting in a series of colored lights which indicates the position of 
the aircraft based on the glideslope. When the aircraft performs a correct descent the light is 
yellow, if it is too low the light is red, while if it is too high the light is green. During the descent 
the pilots are constantly in contact with an LSO - Landing Signal Officer - who provides 
continuous information via radio on the approach. If the LSO judges that the approach could 
be dangerous he may order a “wave off” which means that the pilot must give power to the 
engines and take off again.
The cycle of landings is followed by officers who are in charge to assess the pilots performan-
ces for every landing. You get the perferct landing if the aircraft engages the cable 3, in this 
case the crew will achieve a good evaluation. In case of repeated errors during the landing on 
the flight deck, crews could be asked to achieve again their certification to operate on aircraft 
carriers and are sent to ground stations.

In the Persian Gulf begins to get dark; as well as outside, lights also fall in the interior corri-
dors of the ship. This is done for accustom the eyes in the dark outside. We walk towards one 

of the canteens of the ship. The kitchen department of Roosevelt produces 20,000 meals daily, 
without taking into account the snacks for the staff who works at night. After dinner we were 
invited to attend the launch of night missions. 
Night operations on the flight deck take the form of an almost unreal choreography of lights, 
staff and aircraft moving in the almost total darkness and sometimes a little light comes from 
special low-intensity lamps used by the personnel on the bridge and by the wakes of after-
burners of the planes which are taking off and light up the sea. 
Now it’s midnight and I return to my accommodation. The night passes quickly but the Roose-
velt continued its mission at full capacity without a moment’s pause. 

The next morning we go on the flight deck to see up close the operations performed on 
aircraft from various teams in colorful jackets. The importance of the work of the specialists 
involved in the maintenance of the various sistems  is essential. It is thanks to them that the 
pilots fly every day in complete safety. These guys take care to fix and maintain efficiently 
each aircraft assigned to the squadron. Moreover, in recent years the systems and the 
avionics of the aircraft are increasingly complex, and these guys do a really great job.

Now my visit aboard the CVN-71 is going to end, I and the other passengers are noticed to 
start preparing to board the C-2 that will take us back to the mainland. Let’s review the safety 
rules, wear life-jacket, helmet and we are ready! 
We exit from a door in the back of the island, a “corridor” of bombs looks like to show us the 
way, we reach the C-2 and the load staff fastens us securely to the four-point seat belts. The 
absence of windows enhances sensations, you feel the C-2 to move towards the catapult, the 
guys in the flight deck engage the spool and the two turboprop engines start screaming at 
most. In just a few seconds the steam catapult launches the C-2 to takeoff speed, a “belly flop” 
towards the sea and the “old” C-2 quickly climbs.

with thanks to:
LT. Joseph Hontz of US NAVY 5th Fleet PAO - Bahrain
LCDR Reann Mommsen – CVN71 PAO
CVN-71 PAO Department
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The new Startimer Pilot Chronograph Big Date features the perfectly 
readable aviation dial design for which the Alpina Startimer range is 
known. For this new version, with contrasting silvered chronograph 
counters, the inspiration has been drawn from Alpina pilot dials of 
the1970’s. The unmistakable red Alpina triangle signature is found 
in its traditional position at the base of the central chronograph hand 
and a military green technical leather strap, perfectly fitting the military 
spirit of the watch, completes the “ensemble”. The watch is also 
available on metal bracelet.

The 44mm diameter stainless steel case features a scratchproof 
sapphire crystal with anti-reflective coating and is water-resistant up 
to 10 ATM /100M /330feet. The Startimer Pilot Chronograph Big 
Date encases the AL-372 high precision Swiss quartz chronograph 
movement, which drives every model in the range. 

www.alpina-watches.com

Alpina

The Startimer Pilot 
Chronograph Big Date
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Terra Cielo Mare
Crono Sorci Verdi Mancino
The Crono Sorci Verdi mancino (left handed) presents 
classic elements of the combat and aviation chronographs.

http://www.terracielomare.it/
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by Jean-Paul Lardinois 

#report

frisian flag



FRIESLAND, a superb province in Northern Holland.
A two weeks international exercise named “FRISIAN FLAG” is deployed there, meanly 
each year. Fifteen days! Time enough to organise a trip adapted to the local weather.
It is decided; I get there the first week’s Wednesday, the best day. On Tuesday evening 
I leave my home to join my friends over there. The rendez vous is scheduled at the 
hotel’s restaurant, the easiest way to get together and to set tomorrow’s program, 
taking advantage of the knowledge of those who have been there before.
In the morning we meet for breakfast and here we go for the extremity of track 06 
where the hillock is accessible for the spotters. The place is already crowded so, all of 
us having long distance focal, we decide to stay on the way, close to our cars.

Just in time to hear the first starting humming.
We are ready.

The first take off is that of the Falcon G-FRAU, followed by the fighters: Spanish F18s, 
German Eurofighters, Dutch F16s, Polish F16s, American F15Cs and Finnish F18s.
It must be known that when the take off is oriented 24-06, planes first incline to the 
right before swinging to the left to avoid noise annoyances to the nearby village of 
Masum. It gives us a great advantage for the photo shooting.

Once the wave is gone we have time to move to another spot in order to catch the 
returns, at the entry of track 24. There we have plenty of room in spite of the crowd around.
Between the morning and the afternoon sessions we have one hour and half gap, time 
enough to revictual and to look for another available spot point, some of them not 
being allowed by the authorities.

As the Americans granted us spectacular take offs, we got back to our morning site, 
but unfortunately they show less spontaneity thus we concentrate ourselves on the 
other nations. At the time for the approaches we move to a “not really permitted” 
spotting point .
Not under police watch though. We deploy the step-ladders (because of the protection 
wire-meeting) and we photograph the taxying planes back to their parking plot.
At the end of the afternoon, the authorities finally approach us, but as it is becoming 
late in the day and taking into account the number of people, they renounce chasing us 
down our perches. 

It is time say bye-bye to my friends and to drive the 400 kilometres back home 
(10pm), quite happy of such a fabulous day.

Jean-Paul Lardinois
www.jplardinois.com
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thracian eagle 2015

by rob hendriks

www.fly-by.nl

#report
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thracian eagle 2015
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THRACIAN EAGLE 2015 – GRAF IGNATIEVO

The Louisiana Air National Guard’s 159th Fighter Wing from 
NASJRB New Orleans, LA deployed to 3rd AB Graf Ignatievo 
from April 16 till May 5, with eight F-15C/D Eagles and 
approximately 150 airmen. In this period they participated 
in Thracian Eagle 2015, a bilateral exercise to enhance 
interoperability with the Bulgarian Air Force.

During the exercise U.S. F-15C/D Eagles, Bulgarian MiG-29 
Fulcrums and Su-25 Frogfoots were performing air-air 
combat and anti-aircraft missile defense drills. Bulgarian 
2K12 Kub (NATO reporting name SA-6) and 9K33 Osa (NATO 
reporting name SA-8) anti-aircraft systems were deployed 
to make the exercises a bigger challenge for the pilots.

As the runway of  22nd AB Bezmer is currently under 
construction a total of five Su-25s are temporary stationed 
at Graf Ignatievo. Three of these were flying sorties for the 
Thracian Eagle exercise. In 1985 Bulgaria was the second 
Warsaw Pact country to acquire the Su-25. The aircraft 
were intended to replace the obsolete MiG-17F  which had 
been the backbone of the Bulgarian Air Force fighter-
bomber fleet for many years. A total of 40 Frogfoots were 
acquired by Bulgaria of which only eight are believed to be 
in operational condition at this moment.

Three Bulgarian MiG-29s participated in the exercise as 
counterparts for the F-15s. The Bulgarian Air Force received 
22 MiG-29s in the past of which twelve are believed to be 
operational at this time. Two of these are under a constant 
state of alert in the QRA role at Graf Ignatievo. Approxi-
mately twice a week the QRA is scrambled for possible 
airspace intrusions over the Black Sea. Around four o’clock 
in the afternoon the QRA alarm rang again and two fully 
armed Fulcrums taxied to runway 26 as two Russian Bears 
were heading towards Bulgarian airspace. The scramble 
was cancelled when the possible intruders diverted from 
their flightpath on time.

Unfortunately the MiG-21 Fishbeds didn’t make it through 
overhaul on time, so they didn’t participate in the Thracian 
Eagle exercise. During our visit to Graf Ignatievo we were 
able to take a look inside the maintenance hangars were the 
MiG-21s are prepaired for their next operational period. On 
May 4, the first MiG-21 “28” took to the sky, which was the 
first Bulgarian Air Force Fishbed to fly in the past months.

Rob Hendriks
www.fly-by.nl
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#spotting-report

By Paul van den Hurk

v-day
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Moscow 70th Anniversary 
Great Patriotic War 1941-1945
Sunday May 9, 2015, Russia celebrated the  Victory Day with a 
very impressive military parade that took place in Red Square in 
Moscow  to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the capitulation 
of Nazist Germany in 1945 and the victory of the Second World 
War (known also as Great Patriotic War) at Eastern Front.
This year’s celebration was the largest and most rich held in 
Russian history: in addition to troops of the Russian Federation, 

1,300 troops from 10 foreign countries were also on parade, in-
cluding contingents from China, India, Serbia, and Mongolia, all 
four countries making their first appearance at a Russian Victory 
Day parade.
Over over half a million people attended to this majosr event, 
which featured an impressive fly past in the skyes above Moscow. 
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ntm 2015
by Csaba Czeilinger

#report
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The Tiger Meet, the annual NATO exercise, this year was hosted by the 192th squadron 
of the Turkish Air Force at Konya Airbase. The exercise run between 4th May and 16th 
May for the spottersday they choosed the 7th and 8th May. 

For me the story began the last year when I found pictures about the Tiger Meet. I did 
a quick search on the internet, where I find the http://www.natotigers.org/ website, 
and where you can find every important information about this event.
The last summer I enjoyed the good weather so I left it this things for a little bit, but 
when the cold weather came and I started spending more time again front of the 
computer, I started thinking about it again, and I searched the website. 
In this time I already knew that the exercise will be done around early May in Turkey 
and and at the time I could only buy one ticket for both days at the price of 40 euros. 

Around mid January I received the first informations about the exact date and how 
spotters could register and pay for the Spotters Day. Straight after this post, I start 
looking for a plane ticket from London and a hotel for 3 nights. About three weeks 
later the registration was open: I filled the application form with my personal informa-
tions and, when I’ve done this, I got an e-mail with the confirmation of the registration 
and a PayPal payment option. 

After this I didn’t need to do anything else. Only wait for the answer which would 
inform me if I passed the security screening or not. Luckily in early April I got the 
message: I successfully passed the screening and I got my own ID number. At the end 
of the mail the organizers wished me to spend two nice days in Konya.

The Tiger Meet started for me in a Wednesday morning at London Gatwick Airport 
from where I flew to Istambul and from there to Konya. On the plane I alread meet a 
few guys who had same destination like me. When I landed in Konya I just jumped into 
a taxi and went to the hotel. On the reception a very friendly and well English speaking 
staff waited for me. They show my room and after I take a quick shower and went into 
the bad because the base is opened at 8 a.m. and better be there earlier than later.

7 o’clock on the morning I jumped in a taxi and headed to the entrance of the base. 
When I arrived there it was about 40 people in the waiting area. Only half an hour 
was left to the gate opening and during this time the number of the people rose to 
400. Till we were waiting for anything to happen, everyone told stories and shared 
informations about their experiences about the previous Tiger Meets. I felt myself like 
a small boy on his first day in the school who just listening the “older” boys’ stories 
how the thing are going. Few guys told me I could feel myself lucky because this was 
one of that Tiger Meet where was the lowest number of aircraft types and air forces 
attending, and in this case in the future I just can get better and better Tiger Meets.

Around 8 o’clock a military officer come to us and asked to leave our bags on the 
ground and come forward a few meters. After this they checked the bags with a dog 
(probaly searching explosive materials). When the dog checked the bags, he show 
what he think about the spotters and left it a “lovely” package next to the bags. When 
they found everything fine they called as in alphabetic order to the security check. 
Luckily my family name is starting with C so I was on the front of the line and I got 
the place on the first bus which entered into the base. Just before the entry gate, the 
local Tiger pilots stopped the bus and told to us to go to them just when we would have 
time, because they had some surprise for us. 

When we got off from the bus we went close to the taxiway. Our spotter line was set 
about 20 meters away from the taxiway. Soon, one of the local F-16 was towed in front 
of us and parked in an area where we can walk around it and take pictures. In the 
meanwhile we heard some kind of engine noise but this is wasn’t a fighter jet, it was 
a normal airliner. A little bit later we heard again the noise, and luckily now was true 
fighter-jet noise. Two local F-16 is lined up on the end of the runway and immediately 
the show began! 

When the planes were inflight for their mission, we had  the chance to look what kind 
of surprise was waiting for us in the hangar. It was an official NTM 2015 patch, a T-
shirt and a notepad with a pen. And also in this hangar you can buy patches, t-shirst, 
keyrings from the other squadrons. In an other hangar was organised the food supply 
where you can buy some nice turkish food and some refreshment and you can hide a 
little while from the sun. I didn’t spend to much time there, so I got a really nice skin 
tone.

The Thursday went well, the weather was nice and good selection of the aircraft went 
through the day. Even we got two surprise plane. 

For Friday the forecasts weren’t good, they expected some rain. In the morning we 
waked up with the hope to see a nice day. In the morning everything went nicely, but 
around 11 a.m. the wind started to get stronger and the first rain clouds appeared in 
the horizon. About one hour later the storm reached the base with heavy rain. A few 
of us stayed in the front line for the last seconds when the rain was getting too hard. 
Finally the base commander and the Tiger Meet organisation decided to finish the 
event ant close the base. 

For me this two days were the heaven. I saw close to me kind of planes that I never-  
or really rarely - could see. 
For me this Tiger Meet opened a new phase in my life because I realised that it doesn’t 
matter who you are in the civil life, on Tiger Meet everybody getting one and try to 
help to each other with sharing stories or help to improve in the photography and of 
course new friendships starting. 
I think this is that event where every spotter must to go at least once in the life and 
try to taste the feeling of an airshow in a bit military and seriuos way. “
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The FUJIFILM X-T10: 
a stunning addition to the X series

FUJIFILM Corporation announce the launch of the 
FUJIFILM X-T10, the latest premium interchangeable lens 
model to join the world-renowned X-series digital camera 
line-up. Boasting outstanding image quality thanks to 
unique color reproduction technology, the new model, 
aimed at photography enthusiasts, combines a compact 
and lightweight body with a new AF system that excels 
at capturing moving subjects, as well as an electronic 
Real Time Viewfinder, which boasts an impressive 0.62x* 
magnification ratio, high-definition precision 2.36 million 
dot display and the world’s shortest time lag of 0.005 
seconds.

The X-T10 features an APS-C X-Trans™ CMOS II sensor with 
built-in phase detection AF. Coupled with a high-perfor-
mance image processing engine and FUJINON lenses, the 
camera delivers excellent resolution and outstanding 
image quality, backed by unique color reproduction 
technology. The X-T10 uses a new AF system. This offers 
Fujifilm’s conventional 49-point AF mode for high speed 
and precision focusing, as well as new Zone and Wide/
Tracking modes that track subject movement across a 
larger 77-point area, substantially improving the camera’s 
ability to capture moving subjects. Combined with the 
AF-C capability and the continuous shooting speed of up 
to 8.0fps*4, the camera delivers the high quality images 
that have become synonymous with the X Series, across 
a broader range of photographic situations.

www.fujifilm.com
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ZANO - Autonomous. Intelligent. 
Swarming. Nano Drone.

ZANO is an ultra-portable, personal aerial 
photography and HD video capture platform, 
Small enough to fit in the palm of your hand 
and intelligent enough to fly all by itself! ZANO 
connects directly to your smart device (iOS 
or Android)  via onboard WiFi and enables 
you to instantly begin capturing and sharing 
moments like never before.

Revolutionary Autonomous Operation

A plethora of sensors work seamlessly toge-
ther to allow ZANO to avoid obstacles, hold its 
position and know exactly where it is in con-
junction with your smart device, at all times. 
This means ZANO operates on a virtual tether 
connected to your smart device. Allowing for 
simple gesture control of ZANO. Tilt your pho-
ne or tablet left or right, forward or backward 
and ZANO will follow. (ZANO can also be utilised 
in “Free Flight” mode, using on-screen Joy 
Sticks). On screen slide bars control rotation 
and altitude. ZANO will hold its position unless 
instructed otherwise (In both “Capture” mode 
as well as “Free Flight” mode), which allows 
for maximum control and creative freedom 
without the burden of piloting ZANO.
If ZANO senses it’s strayed too far from your 
smart device or is running low on battery, it 
will automatically return to your smart device. 
Operating on a virtual tether also enables 
“Follow me” capability in ZANO. Which 
means once you set ZANO’s hold position, it 
will register the distance it is from your smart 
device. You can choose for ZANO to hold this 
position or enable a “Follow me” feature, 
which will instruct ZANO to constantly maintain 
that distance from your smart device and 
follow you whilst avoiding any obstacles that 
may get it in the way during flight. 

http://www.flyzano.com/

Fujifilm launches the FUJINON 
XF90mmF2 R LM WR
The FUJINON XF90mmF2 R LM WR is a fast-aperture prime lens that 
delivers ultra-sharp images with rich bokeh even at the maximum 
aperture setting. The optical construction of 11 elements in 8 groups 
(including three ED glass elements) minimizes vignetting and creates 
beautiful bokeh thanks to the rounded diaphragm, which makes it 
perfect for portraiture as well as other applications.
Despite having a large maximum aperture, the FUJINON XF90mmF2 
R LM WR is both compact and lightweight, 540g, while the minimum 
working distance of 60cm delivers a wide shooting range. A newly-
developed Quad Linear Motor delivers fast, accurate autofocus, plus 
the lens also features a weather- and dust-resistant structure that can 
work in temperatures down to -10.
Along with the popular XF56mmF1.2 R, this is a must-have lens for 
portrait photography fans that favor fast aperture prime lenses. The 
focal length allows you to shoot at a distance that won’t intimidate 
subjects, leading to more natural, candid results.
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Spotting Balloons!
by Rocco Comandé

#report

From January 3 to 6 the city of Mondovì (in the pro-
vince of Cuneo, Italy) hosted the 27th International 
Aerostatic Meeting of Epiphany named ”Città di 
Mondovì”, three days of races with over 30 pilots from 
Italy and abroad, Night Glow and very special ballo-
ons.
Mondovì is a well known destinatin for the aerostatic 
flight enthusiasts from all over the world, not only for 
this Meeting, which is held since 27 years, but also for 
the particular weather conditions (sky and winds) and 
strutcures which allow to enjoy aerostatic flight.   
With their bright colors and the various shapes ballons 
are very interesting and fun subjects to photograph. 
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Spotting Balloons!
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#report

Fascinating Phuket

by Andrea Tabanelli

a spotter’s paradise
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Fascinating Phuket
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in action
by Carlo Dedoni

It may seem strange to say: we go to the lake for a 
bit of spotting? In May, it happened to me, when the 
friends of the Decimomannu Spotters Association told 
that an Italian Air Force’s helicopter was performing 
some firefighting trials over an artificial lake near the 
military airport. 
So we decided to go to the lake to see in action the 
latest addition to the Italian Air Force’s rotary wing 
fleet, the AgustaWestland HH-139A (military desi-
gnation for the AW139 medium twin-engine helicop-
ter) belonging to the 15th Wing and used for SAR, 
CSAR and public utility missions.
The flight operations were carried out in light condi-
tions not entirely favorable for photography, but we 
tried to do our best to bring home some acceptable 
shots. Surely the operating environment helped us in 
doind something different from the usual!
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GoPro Adds Touch Screen to 
HERO camera
GoPro has announced the release of the 
HERO+ LCD camera, which adds a 
monitor to the entry-level camera for easy 
shot framing, settings control and access to 
a new in-camera video trimming feature.

www.gopro.com

THE TOUGHEST FILTERS ON THE PLANET
PROTECT YOUR OPTICS, PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT

Epson SureColor® P600 
Wide Format Inkjet Printer

Photographic Printing, Refined.

The Epson SureColor® P600 features incorporates all new Epson 
UltraChrome® HD Ink for extraordinary exhibition-quality prints. With 
unprecedented black density and breakthrough Resin Encapsulation 
Technology, the P600 delivers the richest blacks with an incredible level of 
sharpness. Three-level Black Ink technology delivers smooth tonal tran-
sitions for the finest black-and-white prints. High-capacity, individual ink 
cartridges improve your productivity with fewer user interventions. Advan-
ced media handling allows you to easily print with a wide variety of fine art 
and roll papers. Create borderless 13” x 19” prints and panoramas over 10 
feet long. Whatever you print, the SureColor P600 delivers such dramati-
cally bold images, it sets a groundbreaking new benchmark in photographic 
quality

www.epson.com

www.kenkotokinausa.com
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GoPro Adds Touch Screen to 
HERO camera

THE TOUGHEST FILTERS ON THE PLANET
PROTECT YOUR OPTICS, PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT

LensCoat® makes unique, protective covers for 
camera lenses, bodies, and accessories. Made from 
100% closed-cell neoprene, LensCoat® products 
protect your gear from bumps and scratches, they 
keep rain abd mist away from sensitive equipment, 
and they also insulate your hands from cold 
equipment. They also helps break up the shape of 
your lens, making it less noticeable to wildlife.

Other features include a clear, flexible window 
over the AF/IS/VR controls and the distance-scale 
window. The LensCoat® also features custom 
holes that reveal the red-dot for easy alignment to 
the camera body without removing the cover.

LensCoat
“we’ve got you covered”

www.lenscoat.com

THINKTank
MEMORY CARD WALLETS

Pixel Pocket Rocket™

Keep your most important items secure 
and organized. 

Store 10 CF or XQD memory cards in 
a small package that fits easily in your 
pocket or attaches to your belt or bags. 
A built in business card holder makes for 
easy identification.

www.thinktankphoto.com
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eart 2015
by shervin fonooni

European air forces are examining very carefully the question of refueling. The recent 
conflicts have shown major weaknesses in the management and the coordination of air re-
fueling, which forced the European forces to make every effort to improve in this field. Thus, 
various military exercises have been put in place to increase the interoperability between 
the different air forces in Europe.
In this context, the European Defence Agency (EDA) asked in 2014 to the EATC (European Air 
Transport Command) to organize EART exercise (European Air to Air Refuelling Training). 
The 2015 edition took place from April, 13th to 24th, 2015 on the Eindhoven air base, in the 
Netherlands.
This year, four European tanker involved in the EART exercise: an A310 MRTT from German, 
a French KC-135FR, a Dutch KDC-10 and a KC-767 from Italy. In parallel, several fighters also 
took part in the Frisian Flag exercise, exercise led on Leeuwarden Air Base. The tankers 
were well trained on appointment procedures, the use of tactical refueling connections and 
sessions planning procedures.
The EDA, with the cooperation of the EATC, wants to increase gradually the EART exercise by 
reinforcing the nations number involving and also by developing the themes of the exercises.

European Air-to-Air Refuelling Training
The air forces have to train together in advance to be operational for a multinational mission. 
But the review is clear: only 1/3 of the EU member states operate tanker aircraft (France, 
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Spain and the UK), and all do not have their aircraft assigned 
to the joined pool. Unlike Europe, US forces operate a fleet of more than 500 tankers (Boeing 
KC-135, McDonnell Douglas KC-10A and C-130 Hercules KA-6D) more standardised, the EATC can
assign only 26 tankers.
In order to remedy this situation, EDA has implemented an AAR project to deal with the Multi 
Role Transport Tanker/Air-to-Air Refuelling Operational Employment Working Group (OEWG), 
led by the EATC. One important outcome of the cooperation between EDA and the EATC rose to 
the European Air-to-Air Refuelling Training (EART).
Background
The first EART was conducted in 2014 and implied two main changes in the tanker participation 
to Frisian Flag exercise: firstly, all participants would be based at Eindhoven, thus simulating an 
operation in a location that cannot be supported from the respective home base and secondly, 
the tankers would not return to base as soon as the fighter did not require there support 
anymore, but stay in the area and train manoeuvres and procedures of their own.
Objectives
The overall objective of EART is to develop interoperability within the European tanker crews 
and to improve knowledge in air-to-air refuelling. The crews would be able to run a tanker 
operation from a deployed operating base. The EART is conducted at Eindhoven air base, on the 
one hand in support of the multinational fighter exercise Frisian Flag hosted at Leeuwarden air 
base, and on the other hand to develop a pooling and sharing training to to standardize
the air-to-air refuelling procedures. Dutch, French, German and Italian tankers trained and 
performed for two weeks in April and supported Frisian Flag.
McDonnel Douglas KDC-10
The Dutch McDonnel Douglas KDC-10, of the 334th Squadron of the RNLAF, is deployed to 
Eindhoven Air Base. It equips with boom AAR System which allows it to refuel fighter aircrafts 
like F-15 Eagle and F-16 Fighting Falcon. During EART, It took off from Eindhoven and flew over 
the Netherlands, Germany and Denmark, to perform air-to-air refuelling of fighters involved in
Frisian Flag, like US F-15, Dutch and Polish F-16. The refueling procedure is conducted under the 
control of the boom operator who is in contact with the receiver through the remote console, 
cameras are mounted on the tanker. The receiver moves behind the tanker, within safe limits.
Once in position, the operator extends the boom to make contact with the receiver aircraft. 
If the fighter approaches outer limits, the boom operator will command the receiver pilot to 
correct his position and disconnect the boom if necessary.
As Frisian Flag is a complex exercise, the refueling procedure must be carry out in a very short 
time. Thus, it depends on the experience of the fighter pilots and the mastery of all parameters 
like approach, connection, flying in formation, separation or weather.
So, there are many facts to be controlled, that is why exercises like EART will be increased to 
lead to a standardization of the procedures.
The future
Other nations are planning to send observers to assess a future participation. The EART aim 
would to support different national and international fighter exercises, to provide a standar-
dised support for the European and NATO fighter community. Back up by OCCAR (Organisation 
for Joint Armament Cooperation) the Netherlands, Norway and Poland are negotiating with 
Airbus to purchase 3 or 4 A330 MRTT tanker. These three nations want to form the nucleus of a 
European fleet of tankers to which any European Nation can join.

(by Shervin Fonooni)
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#spotting-trip
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a trip to...
rimini

by Andrea Tabanelli

Rimini is known for its tourism, therefore, especial-
ly on summer Saturdays the airport is stormed by 
charter flights for tourists. 90% of the traffic comes 
from Russia and when there are the right conditions 
weather is possible, in addition to the usual conven-
tional shots, you can also make spectacular shots 
from the hill of  S. Martino.
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Antonov An-225 
a dream that becomes reality

Davide Calabresi
Gustavo Petullo
Marco Piantanida
Simone Previdi
Stefano Ciccarelli
Stefano Macchi
William Scolaro

Marco Piantanida
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Antonov An-225 
a dream that becomes reality

UR-82060: when someone mentions this registration, the thoughts of every aviation 
enthusiasts inexorably go to the giant of the skies, the largest aircraft in the world. It’s 
not easy to see it outside of his home airport, and even rarely with daylight: and yet, on 
30th of March 2012, after 9 years of absence from the last visit, its 6 engines and almost 
89 meters of  wingspan have returned to fly in the Italian skies, and its 32 tires finally 
touched down in Malpensa . We all thought that such an occasion happens only once in 
a lifetime, and anyway many years would have passed before we could see it again. But 
against all our thoughts and after just three years, it’s back. Not one, not two, not three, 
but four times in a row, between February and March, 2015. Its mission? To travel between 
Africa and Italy with equipments for the Italian Army. The news of its return caused a stir 
among aviations enthusiasts and common people, guided every day by all the accurate and 
timely informations dispatched by Malpensa Spotters Group through its Facebook page: 
during those days the fences around our airport were crowded by hundreds of enthusiast, 
by day as well as by night, only to catch a glimpse of the famous Antonov 225, called 
“Mryia” in Russian, “dream”. Initially, its arrival and its departure from Malpensa airport 
were scheduled during the day, but unfortunately, due to the unpredictability of military 
flights and some technical issues, we have been able to see it with sunlight only on the last 
of its four flights. With these photos we would like to share with you all the emotions we 
experienced in those days of passion!
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Gustavo Petullo
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MSG - Malpensa Spotters Group

The Malpensa Spotters Group (MSG) is an informal group of friends joined by a 
common passion: aircrafts, and more specifically, aviation photography (also 
known as aircraft spotting), and our base is obviously Malpensa.
It all started in October, 2010, with the creation of a Facebook page called 
“Malpensa Spotters Group”, and finally, the website has sanctioned once for all 
the birth of the group.
Like every spotting group of the most important airports around the world, we 
also run an online Forum where we can exchange our ideas and our best photos: 
this is the main feature of our forum, it’s entirely dedicated to aircraft spotting.

www.malpensa-spotters.it/
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William Scolaro
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preview

MEETING DE L’AIR 

VENTISERI-SOLENZARA

by Elisabetta Puggioni & Carlo Dedoni
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preview

by Elisabetta Puggioni & Carlo Dedoni
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