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1915-2015 Centenary of Aznac
Heroes of the sky

Australian International Airshow
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This year the Australian International Airshow paid tribute to ANZAC and the 
heroes of military aviation. It was the major theme of the event and it was the 
first significant observance of the Gallipoli campaign in its centenary year.

Spotters Magazine Australia/New Zealand got to speak to Chief of Royal Austra-
lian Air Force Geoff Brown on one of his last big public engagements before he 
hands over his commission to Air Vice Marshall Gavin Davies.

CAF went on to say about what this show means to the RAAF and what it means 
to him to highlight the RAAF to the public during this centenary of ANZAC year. 
“Personally for me I don’t like to schedule any meetings with the delegates here 
from various companies and militaries when the flying display is on because 
to me it’s a special moment I get watching the  aircraft in the air. And really 
aircraft look boring on the ground they need to be flown and need to highlighted 
to the general public, thats my personal view”.

With insight from CAF he got to explain to us that this event was the first for 
the ADF showcase, and that it was important for people to see the Australian 
Defence Force’s integration between the units. He Explains, “It’s showing all 
the capabilities of the ADF and we are trying to show the public interoperability 
between the Air Force, the Army and the Navy. So we are highlighting the vast 
spectrum of ADF capability in a mock scenario where all units involved link 

together to combine and become this multi-layered structured task force, and 
we are trying to show what our guys have been through lately in the Middle East 
and various other operations conducted worldwide”.

In this year of the 100th Anniversary of the ANZAC’s this is Royal Australian Air 
Force’s main stage to highlight the future of the RAAF, to the throngs of aviation 
enthusiasts especially the younger generation who may want to engage in mi-
litary service. CAF explains, “ You know I think of my time in service and it was 
great, but really I would love to push the reset button, especially when you look 
at the capabilities that the RAAF are coming to fruition and implementing soon, 
especially the F/A-18F Super Hornet, the E-7A Wedgetail AWAC, and replacing 
the Classic F/A-18A/B Hornet’s with F-35’s. So compared to my time in the 
RAAF the younger ones who join the RAAF today have far better platforms that 
are more capable airplane than I ever flew. And really they are the best aircraft 
we’ve ever operated and the people who join today are joining the most modern 
Air Force in the world with the best technology anywhere”.

This year the ADF supported the event as always sublimely and it was a Airshow 
that had  mainly a military aviation feel to it with various Air Forces from 
right around the world attend the event in this centenary year of the Gallipoli 
campaign.  

(Jaryd Stock)

Ph. Jaryd Stock

Spotters Magazine    9



In 1992 I went to the first Australian International Airshow at Avalon Air a 
few weeks before my year 12 HSC (finishing school) and all I remeber was 
how good it was. Having not been back since the first one, to go back again 
this year with mates who also love aviation would be a chance I could not 
miss.

 The line up looked awesome with many aircraft I haven’t seen or not at least 
seen for a long time. But this time it was going to be my biggest challenge to 
try and get good photos every day as it had been so long since I was at this 
location that I had no idea what the light would be like. Every day was diffe-
rent from the good old flat grey sky to nice sunny blue sky and all this could 
and did change many times over one day, it is Melbourne weather more to 
the point it’s Avalon as seasoned veterans of the event have come to know it 
as, so I should have expected that anyway.

I ended up shooting 882GB on my Nikon D800 over 8 days which is a record 
for me but I would have to say it’s my best shoot ever and my gear never 
failed me ! I used a Nikon D800 and a Nikon D800E with a 300mm 2.8f prime, 
a 80-200mm 2.8f zoom and a 24-80mm 2,8f. All lenes are Nikon.

The team worked well and we had a awesome time, I can not wait till 2017 
when the Australian International Air Show at Avalon is held once more.

(Mark Jessop)

AVALON 2015
by Jaryd Stock, Mark Jessop, 
Mark Pourzenic
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Well same as Mark my first Avalon Airshow was in 1992, my dad took me 
along I was a bit younger than Mark then I think I would’ve been finishing 
year 5 at school (yes Mark your old), Dad was just as thrilled to be there 
than I was but he always maintains today that he was just my chauffeur for 
these events.

 Unlike Mark though I have been to everyone of the events held at Avalon sin-
ce 92 so even though I’m younger does that make me a veteran of attending 
it, I don’t know. But I do know that it’s aviation and I don’t care whats coming 
or what isn’t coming i’ll still go to it, and this year it was awesome to be with 
my partners ’n’ crime Mark and our videographer Mark Pourzenic. 

This year we got to see the Black Knights, I got to catch up with my mates 
from the 909th ARS and various other people, I got to have a great conver-
sation with the RAAF’s Chief of AirForce Geoff Brown in one of his last events 
before he hands on his role to Vice Air Marshall Gavin Davies in June. So for 
me this was one of the best Airshows I have ever been to but for different 
reasons.

One of those reasons is hard work, and as a kid I’ve got some cracker 
stories I could tell you over a couple of beers of the stuff I used to get up 
to at the various Avalon’s of the past. But after realising that aviation is in 
my blood and that this event is to me more of a how would you say “ritual”, 
to attend now. Hard work getting to the point I could never dream of being 
when I was walking around Avalon Airport in 1992 that was a defining 
moment whilst on One Tree Hill.

(Jaryd Stock)

AVALON 2015
by Jaryd Stock, Mark Jessop, 
Mark Pourzenic

ph. Mark Jessop

So we hope you all enjoy this Avalon special, we know we enjoyed every 
single bit of recording it.

And also to the media team at Avalon (you know who you are) and also 
Ian Honery and Air Commodore David Petich and to RAAF 28 Squadron a 
massive thank you, your efforts were second to none, and to put up with 
us and our crazy ideas we can’t thank you enough.

Thanks from Jaryd Stock, Mark Jessop, Mark Pourzenic, and all the 
Spotters 
e-Magazine’s staff. 
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After driving on the Saturday the day before for 14 hours and getting little 
sleep it was straight into action at Beach Rd the southern end of the airfield. 
The excitement was huge knowing that later in the day the United States 
AirForce would arrive with the F-22s and KC-135, but before that it was non 
stop action with many aircraft arriving for the show, Jaryd had got the score 
earlier in the day as the Armee De l’ Air A400M decided to change runways at 
the last second making it the right choice to set up camp for the day.
 While most Spotters chose to get the side on images, I went for the straight 
down the line shot as its not often you get that angle looking straight at the 
aircraft and I knew I would have many chances over the coming days getting 
the profile shot.

The weather was great with nice light all day until a line of rain turned up. The 
wind changed and we got hit by a bit of rain but unlike every other spotter 
Jaryd, my self and also our videographer thought we would stay and what a 
move that was. 

As around 60 Spotters took off to the Northern end thinking they’d get all 
the arrivals from there, but we were rewarded when three Royal Australian 
AirForce C-130J-30 in formation and really low flew overhead and did the 
right hand pitch to land (and yes all those spotters returned to that spot). 
The light was awesome and it was the best start to what would be a massive 
week. The highlight had to be my first sighting of the F-22 Raptor and to have 
two fly straight over the top was just awesome! 

ph. Jaryd Stock
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Young Tigers 

on the Prowl!
by Jaryd Stock
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This years contribution to the Australian International Airshow from the United 
States Air Force (USAF) was quite substantial, and as always units based in Japan 
were tasked to attend this years event.

And this year for two events in a row (2013 and 2015) the best Aerial Refuelling 
Squadron (ARS) within the USAF was there at the forefront yet again supporting 
the 35th Fighter Wing Pacific F-16 viper demonstration team from Misawa Air Force 
Base Japan, The 909th ‘Young Tigers”!

Based at Kadena Air Force Base in Okinawa Japan, the 909th ARS are the first ones 
to be on the scene and tasked to perform anything requested of them in various 
situations through the USAF Pacific Air Forces HQ based in Hawaii.
This year they were tasked to send one Boeing KC-135R Stratotanker to support the 
two Lockheed F-16CJ Vipers from the 13th Fighter Squadron.

Members of Spotters Magazine AU/NZ worked with the 909th prior to the commen-
cement of the airshow to get a first hand look and see what it was like to prepare 
and fly down for the Australia’s premier airshow.

But first to set the scene the first day of show had commenced on the Tuesday 
and Spotters Magazine was told that our favourite ARS unit would be arriving at 
around 6pm that evening. So as you could imagine with a very busy dray where the 
unveiling of the Womiri Hornet was a big occasion. For me it was to catch up with 
our mates from the 909th and see their classic aircraft once more. 

After the flying displays had finished and the various meetings had ceased for day 
1, we were allowed to stay behind and witness the 13th FS Vipers and the mighty 
Stratotaker. With Various times circulating among Spotters we didn’t know if they’d 
arrive during sunset, dusk, or nightfall. But we were committed to stick it out no 
matter when they arrived, we had the clearance to be there and I would wait even 
though it meant me shivering through the cool evening just to see that Squadron. 

Finally as the beautiful sun was about to commence it’s decent to the west for the 
evening light to wither away, I spotted the two Vipers at around 2000 feet coming in 
for a tactical pitch, setting myself up in a place where I knew I’d get the best shots 
I got to see the Vipers land and be welcomed to Avalon by various members of the 
ground team.

Then out to the north I saw a small darkish trail following this little black dot, and 
then all of a sudden the landing lights came on and it was the mighty Stratotanker 
from the mighty 909th! She gracefully made her approach and touched down in to 
Avalon Airport just after 6pm and a good twenty minutes after the Vipers arrived.

And after waiting two years to see them again standing in that spot that I had 
determined to be the best place to get some lovely images of the this particular 
aircraft that is the backbone of the United States Air Force in that golden glow of 
the late afternoon.

So finally the boys had touched down and then came the arduous task of clearing 
customs and getting the support gear off that was transported for the Viper demo 
team. But what was it like from a 909th point of view to be tasked coming to this 
airshow, Spotters Magazine finds out.

Speaking to the Major from the 909th who had the duty of making everything run 
smoothly for their trip went on to explain.. “We’ve been tasked to come to this event 
and we are so excited to be here! Firstly we went to India as there was another 
airshow entitled AirIndia that we supported so all up we’ll be away from our home 
base for a total of three weeks”.

“We had the duty of brining various elements from Kadena and also Misawa, so we 
left Kadena, flew to Misawa to pick up support personnel which was around 80 in 
number, and maintenance equipment that was needed by the Demo team”. 
He went on to explain that they flew in to RAAF Base Darwin from India, then made 
their way down to Avalon.

He Says, “That the Vipers filled up twice on route  between Darwin and Avalon. 

Really on average we refuel the F-16’s around every two hours for a trip like this 
one, the Vipers don’t take as much gas as some of the larger fighters, so the 
Aerial Refuelling (AR) doesn’t take as long. Once connected it takes about 3-4 
minutes to get their 7000 pounds of fuel”. Asked if they fly in a particular way for 
the AR he said.. 

“When there are only two fighters, there really isn’t a pattern, if there are more, 
normally the fighters cycle from left to right wing as they connect with the boom.
Flying the Stratotaker is a lot of fun, If the tankers fall out it is a big deal. Nobody 
realizes how important we are until we aren’t there for support. I also fly a real 
pilots aircraft. Because it is an older airplane, its all cables and pullies. It actually 
takes some effort to fly it good, and as nice as our new toys (avionics, datalink, 
etc) are, it will continue to be a pilots aircraft for another 20 years plus So its 
always interesting to do this flying and refuelling other aircraft at the same time”.

The 909th are the premier ARS Squadron of the Pacific and are called upon to va-
rious parts of the vast pacific at short notice. With 15 total aircraft it’s the largest 
tanker Squadron in the USAF outside of our deployed location. With a crew ratio 
they like to keep to a 2-1 crew-jet ratio, but they do have support troops in the 
Squadron like crew comm and aircrew flight equipment that add to the numbers 
of personnel which number anywhere from 80-100 servicemen and women.

Speaking on his love of Flying in the USAF and the Airshow itself, the Major went 
on to say “Flying is a lot of fun, but the reason I’m in the USAF I would say that the 
air force is in my blood. My mom and dad were in the USAF, My grandfather was in 
the Army. I love my job because I feel like we do a lot for the overall good,   I enjoy 
being in the Air Force and I will miss the camaraderie when I leave, and trips to 
travel around the world. Sometimes I wonder how it is possible to get paid to do 
some of these trips, I have been to places I never would have dreamed of going 
when I was younger. And coming to Australia is no exception it was funny when 
everyone was told in the Squadron that we had been tasked to come down-under 
everyone was trying to get the gig”.

“And this event, It was a well run show. I think it was the perfect balance of indu-
stry and performance, the support was incredible and the people were all super 
friendly. Everyone was excited to see the 60 year old tanker and many questioned 
if it was still flying operationally, I thought that was the coolest aspect”.

Major loved the state of Victoria as well he said “I thought the area was amazing 
too, Melbourne is an incredible city with more things to do than we had time for, 
hope we get to come back for the next one! But one of the best things, I was able 
to hang with an Aussie mate that I hadn’t seen since 97 in Rome. He brought 
his son to the airshow and I gave them a personal tour of the airplane. After all 
theses years our friendship was still there, and it’s great to make new ones here 
that I know will last a long time”.

And with that the 909th had arrived, and they were warmly welcomed by 
everyone that was in attendance at the Airshow the Young Tigers had exceeded 
everyones expectations in the way they were dealt with the general public. Which 
was great that these guys had spent a long time deployed for over three weeks, 
and were still making sure that anyone that came up to them walked away with a 
smile on there face, me included. But most important of all I was able to see my 
favourite ARS Squadron once more and catch up with some great mates.

We thank the 909th ‘Young Tigers’ for coming to Avalon, it was a great couple 
days to catch up with you once again.

(Jaryd Stock)

USAF “F-16 Viper refueling over Australia on the way to Avalon”  ph. USAF
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Day1
Text and Pictures by Mark Jessop
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Tuesday the Grand opening

This was the first day for the Spotters Mag team at the airfield so we got 
there as early as we wanted to get as much of the static shots done before 
the corporate people turned up. 

We all headed straight to the USAF assets that were positioned in the spot all 
knew as the keyhole. Since I had never seen a F-22 up close I just seemed to 
keep walking around it looking at just how much the light changed as you kept 
on move around it. Thought to myself, Damn its one fine looking jet! 
 
It didn’t take long before we heard that distinctive whistle of some jets 
starting up so we moved close to the runway. As Airshow organisers along 
with Chief of the Air Force Geoff Brown welcomed distinguished guests to the 
week long extravaganza, the first jets up were a pair of 6 Squadron F/A-18F 
Super Hornets and from there it was a fast paced mix the Rhino’s doing a 
ground attack run, then as the Rhinos swooped down the RAAF 30th anniver-
sary F/A-18A Classic Hornet started it’s great flying display.

This was the first of many chances to see the display of the many aircraft 
and really gave a good idea that I would be doing alot of walking all week 
(Avalon is a big airfield)s trying to get the best angles of the action.The 
highlight of the day was hanging back waiting for the golden hour of light 
and having more USAF 90th ARS and 35th FW arrive from Darwin. We put 
ourselves in a great position with each member of the team taking a different 
spot to record the action.
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Day2
Hump Day, second day of the show.
After the first day at the Air Show All of us really wanted to try get the aircraft we didnt 
get yesterday so my main focus was on the aerobatic aircraft as well as more static. To 
day would be different as it was the first chance for the media group’s to go over to the 
famous “One tree hill” location which is situated on the western side of the Airfeild so you 
get that fantastic light of the afternoon lighting up the aircraft.
 It’s such a privilege to be allowed to go over to the other side of the runway and I could 
see why straight away, after midday the light is behind you let alone you are shooting from 
inside the display box!!!

To have the action this close was just awesome and the weather gave us blue sky all day 
we got some great action recorded on video and imagery so what a day for myself and 
Mark Pourzenic, we loved every minute of it.

Text and Pictures by Mark Jessop
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Day3
Friday the start of the public days.
One thing about Avalon airshow I really like is that it’s a great weight 
loss regime, considering you walk around a lot, covering various 
things that is occurring across everyday and every inch of the 
airfield, if I had a pedometer on me I reckon I would’ve racked up 
quite a few Kilometres. 

For myself though unlike both Mark’s I hadn’t been to the Western 
side of the Airfield during the week, and ever since I was a kid I used 
to watch everyone else over there in the afternoon capturing the 
very best angles in the Afternoon. So this day was for me a day I will 
never forget because even though I could’ve gone over to “One tree 
hill” earlier in the week and really I should’ve, I simply couldn’t as we 
were covering a lot of other things and conducting interviews.

But the day was a bit of a blur, the public started to arrive early as 
gates would open up to them at midday. So last minute interviews 
and meetings would be finalised, and really as most of us know there 
is no time at events this size, and all your mates that you arrange 
before hand to catch up with, get thrown out the window because 
you are so busy. So for me finally being able to get everything done 
everything sorted and finally start enjoying just taking photos of 
aircraft could begin.

It was great to get over there and see the displays especially the 
ADF showcase but to me the best was what I had finally been wanting 
to get a B-52 flyover which was awesome to see, the only thing was 
cloud! yes cloud! the only nemesis to Spotters worldwide started 
to role in and yes I was annoyed that the only thing I was looking 
forward to was capturing aircraft in great light and the experience 
of my life for Avalon was dampened a little. But it was great expe-
rience, well worth the wait to finally experience a dream.

Text and Pictures by Mark Jessop
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A high flying legend comes to Avalon
The most durable warplane ever built, the giant B-52 Stratofortress, played a 
key role in the Australian International Airshow 2015.
Two of these classic bombers participated in the event.
One flew direct from its overseas base on the Friday of Airshow week and 
performed an eye-catching display.
Then, without landing, it returned home, a round trip of 16 hours.
The second aircraft remained on static display at Avalon (all week) for those 
want to get up close and personal with this legendry aircraft.
Its massive swept back wings and long sleek fuselage make the B-52 one of 
the most highly recognizable aircraft of all time; it is truly an icon of aviation 
design. These leviathans of the sky have an amazing history of longevity and 
service unrivalled in military aviation.

Design work began in 1946 and the first prototype made it maiden flight in 
1952. Between 1954 and 1963 the United States Air Force took delivery of 742 
of these elegant high altitude bombers. They were nuclear capable and built as 
a front line deterrent during the Cold War era.
B-52s have seen action in many wars and conflicts. During the Vietnam War 
they flew hundreds of missions; the aircraft also served with distinction in the 
Gulf War and in Afghanistan.
The US Global Strike Command currently has 58 Stratofortresses on its active 
list and another 18 in reserve.
It is expected B-52s will remain in service until 2045, almost a century af-
ter they first rolled off the Boeing production line. The mighty Stratofortress 
rightfully carries legend status.
The B-52 were just a part of a large and highly impressive United States con-
tingent appeared at the Avalon-based event.

(Spotters e-Mag)
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A squadron of World War One fighters “crossed the ditch” for a sortie into Avalon 
for Airshow 2015. The New Zealand-based warbird collection includes five German 
aircraft and five allied fighters and bombers.

The aircraft are perfect full-sized replicas and include many marquee names of 
pioneer military aviation. Among their number is a French Nieuport 11, one of the 
most successful fighter aircraft of World War I. 

The Nieuport was the first allied aircraft to mount a serious challenge to German 
air superiority in the early days of the conflict. They were made in large numbers 
and flown not only by the French but also by the British, the Russians and a few 
American privateers.

The New Zealand group also includes four British aircraft, a Sopwith Camel, a SE5a, 
an RE8 Bomber and a Bristol F2 all of which were flown by the fledgling Australian 
Flying Corps. The AFC recorded 170 enemy “kills” during its two years of operation 
(1916 – 1918) with the Sopwith Camel being the most successful aircraft.
The five German fighters include a Pfalz and four Fokkers among them the legendry 
DR1 triplane as flown by the famous Red Barron.

The ten NZ aircraft joined a host of other WW1 fighters from around Australia 
for a series of simulated air attack manoeuvres and dog fights over Avalon.
Their appearance was in keeping of the show’s main theme “saluting the 
heroes of the sky – a century of military aviation”.

During a press conference, Airshow CEO Ian Honnery said he was delighted 
to have the Kiwis on board for Airshow 2015.
“Our event will be the first major observance of Gallipoli in Anzac’s centenary 
year,” he said during the Airshow’s presentation. “Fittingly, the New Zealan-
ders will join us as we mark this important occasion.”

A number of WWI fighters from the TAVAS (The Australian Vintage Aviation 
Society) collection also appeared at Airshow 2015.
Among them are a trio of Fokkers; a DR1 triplane, an E-III Eindekker and a D-8 
“flying razor”.

The Avalon-based event also featured a number of vintage World War Two 
aircraft, pioneer jets from the Korean War and the latest in military heavy 
metal from home and around the world.
The largest contingent of RAAF aircraft to ever come to Avalon took part in a 
series of flying displays and ground exhibits at the event.

NZ vintage warbirds 
flock to the Airshow
(Spotters e-Mag)
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“Whilst shooting coverage at the Australian International Airshow 
I was shooting part of the ADF showcase that involved several 
fast passes by two RAAF F/A-18 Super Hornets. During that shoot 
these two frames were taken in the same second at 1/1600th. It 
went something like this:
The two RAAF Super Hornets had just completed the first low and 
fast pass of our location mid display. I was tracking the one of the 
Super Hornet as it arced back towards us in the distance. It lined 
up and started heading directly for our position. I continued to 
track it heading towards me with the 4.5kg Nikon 400mm prime on 
the front of my D800 holding it free hand. The Hornet was moving 
at a fair rate of knots, as they do and tracking with the heavy 
400mm is not always easy. As the Hornet tilted it’s nose skyward 
I was sure we were going to get some flares. The RAAF pilot (A44-
216) did not disappoint. 
Not wanting to start shooting too soon to avoid filling my buffer 
(note to self … get faster memory cards) I waited just a moment. 
I then shot a series of five frames in the 2 seconds preceding the 
first of these two which include the release of two flares. Of those 
5 frames only one of them caught the flares.  In the next second 
I would fire off three frames. The first has captured the flares 
initiating still both inside the canister. The second frame (not 
included here) I temporarily lost my target and the shot only cap-
tured the front half of the aircraft. Still inside that same second I 
reacquired my target and captured the third frame, complete with 
fully initiated flares falling away from the complete Hornet.  
At the end of this 3 second burst I had two reasonable shots of 
the Hornet deploying flares, 4 shots of a Hornet heading skywards 
(nothing to write home about) and one luckily timed shot capturing 
a 1/1600th of a second (yes truly a split second) with the flairs 
just at the point of ignition. Timing is indeed everything!

Timing is everything 
by Leigh Atkinson
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Day4
How could it not be the Australian International Airshow with out some fabled Victorian 
weather?

The carpark was packed and even with a low grey sky above, the crowd turned up for the 
action. With only two days left of the Air Show I was really starting to think this fun would 
never end but I knew there was alot more I wanted to shoot. 
 My focus today was making sure I got what I came for and that was the military fast jets 
and there is no better way than to start with some nice old school jets, like the Temora 
Aviation Museum’s F.8 Meteor, the Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation Mark 27 Sabre and 
the Royal Australian AirForce’s F/A-18A Classic Hornet performing the Heritage Flight. I 
have seen this flight many times now, but I thought to myself really how many more time’s 
in my life will I see this? 

I walked alot more on this day and realised that Jaryd was right I was getting skinner, I 
eventually  ended up at the northern end of the runway to get some taxi shots and just 
soak it in and enjoy the moment but by lunch time it was time to go over to “One tree hill” 
and get some close up action. 

No better way to start with then the ADF show case, I really feel that this has added 
another level to any Air Show here in Australia and the Avalon event will be the show where 
everything will be on display. And for me it was still making taking photo’s a real challenge 
as there is just way too much action.

 You can always go into a day thinking I want to get this and that, also this 
and I want to get this, so on and so on. But by the end of the day you didn’t 
get any of it but a whole lot more of shoots you couldn’t have dreamed of at 
the start of the week.

There is just something about having a 6 Squadron Boeing F/A-18F Super 
Hornet diving straight down at you with the afterburners fully lit then 
pulling up dropping flares, that does it for me. It’s action, speed, and it’s just 
awesome! But as the day drew to a close I had one more chance to get what I 
wanted to so as I drove out of the car park I thought to myself..

 What will the last day bring ?

The Saturday, first full public day

Text and Pictures by Mark Jessop
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Day5
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The final day is here ........
This day was going to be my hardest here as I knew I wanted it to 
not stop, but also the one jet that got me back into Spotting could 
be having it’s last public flight for some time. For 6 years I have been 
recording as many flight’s of Temora Aviation Museum’s CAC Mk.27 
Sabre but today would be the possible last flight. Knowing this I got 
the chance to get on board for a helicopter flight for a hour and as 
luck would have it the Heritage Flight would be on at this time!

We arrived at the Helicopteras we had prearranged with various 
people what the goal was, we where allowed just to do some 
circuits at a safe distance behind the crowd for a hour and really 
it’s still hard to tell you just how much excitement I was having. The 
first Aircraft up was one of my Favourite the Historical Aircraft 
Restoration Society (HARS) DH-4 Caribou.
It’s hard to explain the difference of not being on the ground but at 
the same height as the display or higher looking down but there wa-
snt time to sit back and take it in as the Hertiage Flight was taxing 
out and this was the monment I’ve dreamed of since I was a kid.

I was now living my dream it was a reality, it was happening right 
in front of me. I only took the 300mm lens up with me and what a 
choice it was. I was seeing a angle I’ve never seen before at a Air 
Show and I know it wont be my last. We moved up and down behind 
the crowd trying to get every pass as it was happening, while we 
couldnt hear the noise of the jets it was quite amazing just seeing 
how quick a fast jet can do things.

They say all good things come to a end and it does, our time was up 
and I had done what I had seemed out to and wanted to do. 

Getting back down on the ground and enjoying the moment was 
something I wanted to last but a USAF F-16 Viper changed that by 
his dedication pass right over me, nothing snaps you back into line 
like that and it was like the pilot knew it was the last day as he was 
ripping up the sky! 

I decided not to go over to One tree hill this time in the afternoon, 
This gave me the chance to just walk around like I was a kid again 
trying to see as much as I could because I didn’t want this to end.

For some unknown reason I ended up at the Mk.27 Sabre just 
watching how others looked at something I had spent so much 
time photographing over the years. Seeing how others saw the jet 
i loved the most. I saw little kids to grown men just standing there, 
looking at all the detail you can only see when you go to a Airshow. 
People talking to the ground crew and the pilot laughing, enjoying 
the stories from another time wondering if this would be the last 
............

But the time had come and the show was done, I ended up not mo-
ving from my post at the north end of the runway just waiting for 
the Sabre to fire up her Avon engine again and taxi out. That whine 
of jet noise that I will never forget of the Avon engine, slowly the 
wheels moved and the jet moved to its holding spot and with a last 
wave the pilot moved the throttle forward to max power. The Sabre 
screamed down the runway into the blue sky looking as amazing as 
it always did, I kept watching thinking of all the fond memories and 
incredible times I had the privilege of photographing this particular 
aircraft, until it was just a dot in the sky…

I was happy that I had lived my dream and with that the long walk 
back to the car began as i walked past the static aircraft as I 
walked passed the display tents I began to day dream about the 
next Air Show thinking to myself………

The next Avalon I attend well thats only going to get better.
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The United States Air Force’s most potent stealth jet fighter, the F-22 Raptor, attracted large crowds 
at the Australian International Airshow 2015. Two aircraft and a full support team travelled  from 
their home base in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. At Avalon both F-22s were on static display and their pre-
sence was the perfect opportunity to those wanting to get up close and personal
with the most advanced warplane ever built.
Originally it was intended that one F-22 would take part in the flying display however, the aircraft’s 
display pilot has been diverted to other operational duties. 
By any standards the Raptor is an awesome piece of military hardware.
The F-22 can deliver a fearsome array of ordinance including missiles, guided bombs and high po-
wered cannon fire.
The aircraft’s shape and the use of radar absorbent materials make it difficult to detect and
track by radar. It is also designed to have low radio, heat and noise emissions and is difficult
to see with the naked eye. The Raptor’s stealthiness and its ability to strike the enemy make this state 
of the art jet without peer.
The aircraft is powered by two massive Pratt and Whitney turbofans that each generate
more than 15,000 kilograms of thrust. The aircraft can “supercruise” at almost twice the speed of 
sound without engaging its afterburners.
With a price tag of about $400-million per unit, the Raptor is one of the most expensive warplanes 
ever built.
(Spotters e-Mag)
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#watches4pilots

COLT CHRONOGRAPH 
AUTOMATIC
BORN FOR ACTION
Breitling interprets the technical, understated and efficient 
styling of the Colt collection in a new chronograph powered by 
a selfwinding movement. Exactly what it needs to keep ahead of 
the game, including at the famous Red Bull Air Race for which 
Breitling serves as official timekeeper.

The Colt was first launched in the 1980s and initially intended 
for the armed forces, before appealing to a broad audience 
because of its sturdiness, its functionality and readability. 
It has subsequently established itself as the most accessible 
Breitling model, offering a blend of performance and unusual 
design. Available to date in four versions with well-defined cha-
racters, including a quartz chronograph and a ladies’ watch, the 
Colt collection now welcomes a new selfwinding chronograph 
equipped with a movement chronometer-certified by the COSC 
(Swiss Official Chronometer Testing Institute). Born for action, 
feats and thrills, this instrument brilliantly reinterprets all the 
key assets of the Colt collection, with counters placed at 12, 
9 and 6 o’clock. The broad unidirectional rotating bezel, with 
satin-brushed finishes and engraved hour-markers, is distin-
guished by its four “rider tabs“ – a signature Breitling feature 
– ensuring both excellent handling and optimal protection of 
the sapphire crystal glareproofed on both sides. The 44 mm-
diameter polished steel case is water-resistant to 200 m (660 
ft) and features a large screw-locked crown with protective 
reinforcements. The black, blue or silver dials are enlivened by 
a fine circular raised motif, and their readability is reinforced 
by oversized hands and hour-markers enhanced by a lumine-
scent coating. A chronograph exuding a youthful, dynamic and 
winning spirit – ready to rise to the exceptional challenge of the 
Red Bull Air Race, a competition in which Breitling Racing Team 
pilot Nigel Lamb is the reigning champion.

www.breitling.com
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1Arrivals: 
1st- Leight Atkinson 
2nd- Andrew James Green 

3rd- Matt Savage

Display : 
1st - Jai Balmer
2nd- Leigh Atkinson
3rd- Duncan Fenn

Military: 
1st- Colin Tuner 
2nd Duncan Fenn
3rd- Graham Mahoney

People and Planes: 
1st- Colin Tuner 
2nd- Hayley Moyes 
3rd- Brendon Scott

1

1

1

First of all we would like to thank everyone who 
entered our 1st Photo Competition. We had close 
to 100 people enter with a total number of photo’s 
to choose from 264 ! 

The standard was very high and we can say that 
this was one of the reason’s the decision pro-
cess took so long. We have the to thank the Black 
Knight’s, The Royal Australian Air Force Roulet-
te’s and the RAAF F/A-18 Display pilot in helping 
choose the winners.

The prize are for each person who made the top 
three, which is a large professional print made 
with…
 
FUJI COLOUR CRYSTAL ARCHIVE PAPER. 

1st place print will be up to 100cm on the long 
edge.

2nd place print will be up to 76cm on the long 
edge

3rd place print will be up to 51cm on the long edge.

All photo’s will be printed to their max resolution. All winners 
will have mystery gifts as well from hat’s to signed posters.

Photo Competition
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1Under 18: 
1st Jai Balmer 
2nd- Scott Morgan 
3rd-Christopher Chai

Warbirds: 
1st- Jai Balmer 
2nd- Tom White 
3rd- Hayden Dahl

World War I: 
1st- Duncan Fenn 
2nd- Ryan Imeson

1

1

Photo Competition

The major prize is the chance to go on base at 
Royal Australian Air ForceBase Richmond where 
37 Squadron with C-130-30J’s are based to have 
a once in a life time experience, access to the 
operations of this very busy airbase.
The winner will be escorted around to various 
spots to get photo’s any spotter could only dream 
of and to top this day off the winner will be able to 
explain his experience with a article in Spotters 
Magazine Australia/ Nw Zealand.
Date’s and time’s will be based around when the 
best activity is on at the base. Of course the 
winner will have to make their own way to Sydney 
if they live outside the area but we will arrange to 
meet you and and take you back to our meeting 
point say, Sydney Airport.

And who is the major prize winner
 .......Jai Balmer !

Jai was really a standout for some one so young , 
the 3 photo’s Jai entered showed completely diffe-
rent problems which he dealt with . Good work Jai .

Again thank you to everyone who got involved and 
we look forward to our next comp down the track.
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The Classic 550
The 550 was the first soft camera bag manufactured in Britain. 
It’s continuing success, both as a spacious camera bag and as a 
general travel bag, has meant that, apart from a few very minor 
improvements, it remains much the same as when it was first 
introduced. 

The adjustable shoulder sling comes complete with a leather and 
neoprene SP20 shoulder pad. 
An 8-15, 9-15 and 9-18 Superflex, together with a Flap are inclu-
ded. The two matching side pockets are also part of the product 
and will arrive with the bag.

5 Series Bags
The main compartment now includes four extra full depth pockets. The 
single zip top opening has been retained but has also been reprofiled, 
so that it is now possible for the zip panels to lie behind the inside 
pockets, so forming the Billingham TukTop. In use the zip can remain 
open and protected with the main flap. The simple zip path ensures 
long, trouble-free life. 

“07 Series” 307L
The 307L shares the majority of its features with the 07 
Series. The same contoured main flap and easy PressTop 
access, internal and external grab handles, expanding double 
dump pockets to the front and zippered pocket to the rear. 
Where the 307L comes into its own is inside the bag. A fixed, 
robust laptop slipcase is built into the padded interior and a 
base provides impact protection.
As with the other models in the range, the 307L can be 
fitted with our optional Delta pockets for extra capacity. The 
lower leather straps feature D holes for the attachment of a 
Backpack Harness or to take tripod carry straps.

Billingham Bags

www.billingham.co.uk
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Photographers 
Shooting Vest

1-Matin Photographer’s Vest

Buy: www.cameraclean.co.uk
This vest weighs next to nothing when there’s 
no kit stashed into its many pockets. It’s 
well stitched together and feels robust, with 
Teflon coating to increase water-resistance.

2-Lowepro S+F Technical Vest
 
Buy: www.lowepro.com
This vest offers a tailored, lightweight and 
flexible solution for sports, news and event 
photojournalists. Pair it with S&F belt to disperse 
a heavy equipment load.

3-Billingham Photo Vest

Buy: www.billingham.co.uk
Created with Billingham’s high quality of 
craftsmanship, this vest has ten pockets 
on the outside and lots more on the inside, 
some deep enough for items 60cm long. The 
pocket layout is symmetrical, to balance the 
load.

4-Domke PhoTOGS Vest

Buy:www.cameraworld.co.uk
Plenty of mesh areas around the chest and 
upper back improve ventilation. The varied 
pockets built into the front have Velcro fa-
stening tabs, and there are two pockets at 
the back. 

1

2

3

4
Spotters Magazine    107



The ADF Showcase display
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The ADF Showcase display

ph. Jaryd Stock
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 A major new feature of the Australian International Airshow was the Australian Defence Force (ADF) 
showcase and Spotters Magazine got the chance to interview Air Commodore David Peitsh, the person 
responsible for this new one hour long showcase which highlights the many roles of various aviation 
units in the ADF today.

 At previous airshows the ADF has used their display slots to highlight what each asset is capable 
of AIRCMDR Peitch explains to Spotters Mag, “The 2015 show has given the ADF the chance to try a 
different format and use all the available assets to highlight the many different roles that are under 
taken by the various aviation Squadrons. The public will get to see a new dynamic showcase when 
they attend the public days”. You could see the excitement in AIRCMDR Peitch as this hasn’t been tried 
before on this scale and it would be the longest display ever displayed by the ADF and the longest slot 
in each day program.
After watching this showcase each day from a few different positions I can tell you it was one of those 
situations where you had to try and see it from as many angles as possible because every different 
spot had many photo possibility’s which is awesome. 

Before the showcase started many assets departed to there holding area’s which at times looked 
like the whole sky was full of aircraft. To get the show underway a AP-3C Orion flew every day from 
its home base at RAAF Edinburgh South Australia to seek out its target……. A mock submarine, a 
card board cutout strapped to a pyrotechnic box housing fireworks that resembled a famous yellow 
submarine the Beatles sung about. After a few passes the attack was on and the sub was no more due 
to a giant explosion. Over head a Boeing E-7 Wedgetail AWAC from 2 Squadron was in control of the air 
space directing various aircraft in the mock battle.

The next phase was the start of the ground operation. A single Pilatus PC-9A Forward Air Control 
aircraft from 4 Squadron was in control of the lower air space looking for targets. Once smoke was 
popped three F/A-18F Super Hornets one coming from one direction the other two from the other, 
appeared from no where and cleared the way for the first lot of troops who parachuted in out of the 
back of three C-130J-30 Hercules. These teams secured the airfield in readiness for the next wave. No 
sooner had the Hercules left, a C-17 landed with troops and and two Bushmaster personnel carrier’s 
pouring out the back. 
 
Protection for this phase was provided by two Australian Army Tiger ARH attack choppers down low 

and soon two MHR90 Taipan’s arrived with more support. This whole time explosions were going off, 
smoke was every where and there was constant noise from choppers to fast jets. It’s rare for the 
public to ever see any action of this scale and get a first hand look at what the ADF does.

To say this is a welcome addition to any show is a understatement.This is the 1st time at any airshow 
that after five days of taking photos of the display I wished I had more time to try and find more 
angles for more photo’s. The action was non-stop and seeing a showcase like this would have to make 
any young kid think very seriously about a career in the ADF aviation units.

And this is what the display was for to get the public to understand that the Australian Defence Force 
are highly trained, highly rehearsed military force that can draw all facets of the armed forces to a 
single operating entity that can work together with all different units to work together proficiently 
with a singular goal in mind. And showing the kids in the audience that yes it’s hard work but the 
rewards are great if you want to achieve a career in the ADF. 

So how do you photograph such a mixed show case ?

With all airshow’s, each display slot usually has aircraft at the flying speed but with this you have 
every speed from a Tiger MRH hovering right in front of you to a F/A-18F Super Hornet pulling up at 
900kmph popping flares. I only used two Lenses when a display was on, but in saying that, I would 
have used my Nikon 300mm 2.8F Prime 95% and my Nikon 80-200mm 2.8F 5% of the time. I think 
these two lenes when used with a Nikon D800 is all I need when shooting any display. Since the D800 
is 36 megapixel and when used with good glass in front of it you can crop into any frame and it’s 
still pin sharp.

I only used the Nikon 80-200mm when the subject was very close or when I tried to get the C-17 as 
it was right above me on those crazy, low max rate turn’s which is so hard as the thing is just so big! 
This showcase show’s just how much practice pay’s off so when it’s full on and you have to change 
settings at a non-stop rate for a hour that you know to change to the right settings.

I can’t wait for the next chance to see the ADF showcase, trust me this is some thing you don’t want 
to miss.

(Mark Jessop)
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The USAF have arrived!
Every two years Spotters, aviation enthusiasts, nerds, geeks call them what you like, 
we yes I’m one of those too, we all gather together for this biannual event that is the 
Australian International Airshow. But like a Star Wars Episode 7 short trailer released 
at the Anaheim gets the fanboys and girls excited, getting the release from Airshow 
organisers of the participating United States Air Force aircraft, get even some of the 
hardest avant spotters a little teary eyed and excited.

 This year we had a full range of aircraft from various USAF and this time U.S. Navy units 
attend. We get spoiled for choice really here for this show and sometimes because 
we have had it so good we tend to think that this is just standard procedure for the 
strongest partner of Australia to send aircraft. A lot of people have to realise that 
some of the biggest and best air shows throughout the world have not got any USAF 
participation in a long time. In 2013 the Australian International Airshow was the only 

event in the world where the F-22 Raptor demo team put on a fantastic display, not 
even shows in the U.S. that year got to see that bird of prey in full glory. 

 This year we got word that the F-22 was coming back last time the F-22s from 
the 94th Fighter Squadron came down from Kadena AFB in Okinawa Japan as they 
were deployed there during that time. This time the Hawaiian Air National Guard 19th 
Fighter Squadron were sending their Raptors for the event. Supported by a KC-135R 
from the 203rd ARS out oh Pearl Harbour-Hickham AFB.
These Raptors were to be put on static display along with the Stratotanker.

 The mighty B-52H Stratofortress would also return with a static example and a 
single flyby that was scheduled to fly in non stop from Anderson AFB Guam and 
return on the Friday, and as she flew over she opened her bomb bay doors and on 
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the ground the pyrotechnics display went crazy. The mighty BUFF is always a crowd 
pleaser and a lot of enthusiasts were inquiring from the 93rd Bomber Squadron “The 
Devils Own” crew members how old B-52 serial: 61-0015, was and if she had seen action 
anywhere in the world. 

 Interestingly as with the F-16s from the 13th Fighter Squadron were used by the Pacific 
Air Forces Viper demo team which everyone wanted to see. Everyone was intrigued 
by some debut attendees. A single P-8 Poseidon from VP-45 ‘Pelicans’ that are on 
deployment in Japan were on hand to show first hand the capabilities that the aircraft 
has to offer to those from various Air Forces based in this region, of note was Royal 
New Zealand Air Force Chief of Air Force Mike Yardley have long discussions with Boeing 
executives inside the Poseidon. The Royal Australian Air Force have recently purchased 
8 of these airframes to replace their Lockheed AP-3C Orions, so it was great to see 
from an enthusiasts point of view just exactly what taxpayers dollars were buying.

 But for the first time and the Surprise of the show was a RQ-4 Global Hawk that for 
the first time worldwide one had arrived to an international airshow outside the U.S.
The aircraft was here to highlight it’s unique attributes to the RAAF as they will be 
operating the Triton which is the how would you say, the upgrade to the Global Hawk, 
which will be used in tandem with the P-8 in the maritime role. The RQ-4 flew in from 
Guam and stayed the full duration of the show.  

Talking to Colonel Primus who was the Mission Commander or Airboss the one in con-
trol of the USAF units that attended told Spotters Mag, that there was around a year 
to plan to send assets to Avalon. He said “It takes a lot of planning there are a lot of 
aircraft, a lot of personnel to organize but we really take a lot of pride in showing off 
our very best of our aircraft and men and women who come down and showing the 
public that we are great friends, we are two great nations that are important partners 
in this region”.

 He went on to say “As a kid I loved Airshows and personally I loved World War II aircraft 
and thats what started or peaked my interest in the USAF, so we know that it’s impor-
tant to the public for us to come to Australia and bring the best in what we can. That not 
only means the aircraft but also the personnel, we want the public here to see that we 
serve to protect America and her citizens and also America’s Allies and their citizens. 
So like I said before it’s important to show what we do. Also for the kids there are some 
here that have aspirations to join the RAAF, and we want to support that”.

 Since 1992 all aviation enthusiasts here in Australia have been getting excited….. exci-
ted that the USAF were coming to support the Avalon Airshow we were all arriving a 
couple days early before each event had started to catch the arrivals, we all camped 
out to witness the Mighty USAF touchdown. They are from my favourite Air Force just 
for the sheer variety in aircraft, (although that is slowly changing) but all the same I 
have got to see the best aircraft I have wanted to see, still waiting on seeing a B-2 but 
really we shouldn’t complain we should be thankful that when we are looking to the 
North of Avalon on those days of the arrivals, and spot them in the distance coming 
towards us we can rest at ease and say…

Finally the USAF have arrived!

Text and Ph. by Jaryd Stock
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Knights of Tengah!

It was an announcement that I had been waiting to hear for ages, it was a team I had 
been wanting to see since I was a kid and a few months before the Australian Inter-
national Airshow, organisers released the news that the Famous aerobatic team from 
the Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF) the “Black Knights” would for the first time 
appear at Avalon.

Everyone that was heading to the show were excited to finally have the Republic of 
Singapore Air Force display in a big way with Pilatus PC-21s from 130th Eagle Squadron 
based at RAAF Base Pearce, and Eurocopter AS532UL Cougars and the centre piece, 
the widely respected and adored Black Knights in their Lockheed Martin (G/D) F-16C 
Block 52 Fighting Falcon’s display it’s two ship formation.

The Black Knights based at Tengah Air Base were first formed in 1973. The name “Black 
Knights” originated from the game of chess. The “Knight” represents the most flexible, 
aggressive and manoeuvrable piece in the game. It has the ability to breach barriers 
and move in nimble and strategic directions. These attributes are embodied by the 
RSAF Black Knights pilots which exemplify flexibility, precision, manoeuvrability as well 
as the mental and physical agility the pilots. Hence the reason there is a emblem of a 
Horses head on the vertical stabiliser.

I had got down to Avalon for the biannual “get together” with the guys and girls, that 
gather to watch the arrivals for the Airshow. I was made aware that the Black Knights 
would be conducting a flypast of the Australian War Memorial on the Saturday after-
noon, and since they had arrived a couple days before that event I was really looking 
forward to see a three ship F-16 flight, and after years of wanting to get a photo there 
would be a RSAF KC-135R tanker in support, which was an added bonus.

The day before Airshow Organisers had scheduled a media event where a selection 

of Royal Australian Airforce aircraft from World War II to the current day would be 
previewed. Also the organisers in their brilliance decide to highlight the Black Knights 
by towing over a F-16 to the area where media had gathered.

This is where I got to meet two most outstanding individuals, Captain Chang Haw Ning 
and Major Eugene Lim the two display pilots for the Black Knights, and it was great to 
talk to them and see how they enjoyed being at the event and putting on a display for 
the Australian public. Captain Chang went on to say “I feel honoured and privileged to 
get this opportunity to represent my country and the Republic of Singapore Air Force 
at the show. It is always great to be able to participate in any international airshow but 
to come here to Australia is something else and I am proud to contribute to the aerial 
display, alongside the other participants gathered.”

Captain Chang went on to say that they noticed a lot of Spotters when they arrived at 
Avalon and said that they would do something special for all those gathered there on 
the Saturday as they came back from their flyover.

And they didn’t disappoint! With full smoke on and in a V formation the Black Knights 
came in low and hard and thrilled the Spotters who had endured a hot day to catch the 
team return back to Avalon in classic style. The KC-135R Stratotanker from 112 Squa-
dron Changi West Airbase was next to arrive, It was great to see that the RSAF were 
featuring so prominently for this event.

During the week the Black Knights featured their two ship F-16 display and it stopped 
everyone in their tracks, they all raced to the flight line along the runway to see the 
Knights put on their display. Even the Black Knights announcer Sonny, was awesome 
to listen to over the PA system, his enthusiasm was really noticed by everyone. We all 
thought he should of been the announcer for the rest of the displays he was that good.

Text and Ph. by Jaryd Stock
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Knights of Tengah!

Interestingly Black Knight pilots are not full time display pilots like the pilots from U.S. 
Air Force “Thunderbirds” or the Royal Air Force “Red Arrows” They are operational 
pilots. The team is formed only after the pilots and associated ground crew go through 
a stringent selection process following recommendations from their peers and senior 
Commanding Officers.To be even considered to have a role with the Knights as a pilot 
each must have over a 1,000 hours flying and be proficient in the aircraft they fly.

All the Black Knights pilots are selected based on strong fundamentals and competency. 
A Knights pilot also needs to have quick reflexes and the spontaneity to respond to any 
changes during the rigorous training and routine. Of course, the pilots must also be 
physically fit and have the stamina to endure the force of gravity that could be up to 
nine times the weight of the person. And to ensure that there is continuity in the team, 
it is important to have a mix of relatively junior and senior pilots in the team. 

More than 50 personnel from the RSAF participated in the Avalon Airshow. Also after 
the Australian International Airshow in late February and In March, the Black Knights 
performed their 2-ship aerobatics routine wowing crowds at Langkawi International 
Maritime and Aerospace Exhibition (LIMA), Malaysia.

With the Black Knights that have now returned to Tengah Air Base the pilots and ground 

crew will return to frontline service whilst they wait for their biggest show yet. Their 
full 6-ship Black Knights team is planned to perform in Aug 15 in conjunction with Sin-
gapore’s “golden jubilee celebration event.”

We thank the Republic of Singapore Air Force for being able to send the Black Knights 
to the Australian International Airshow, and a big thanks to Captain Chang Haw Ning 
and Major Eugene Lin and the rest of the team. we can’t wait to meet up in the future in 
Singapore I reckon around the time of August 15.
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warbirds
Text and Ph. by Leigh Atkinson
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warbirds
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The familiar and very welcome sound of a Merlin announced the latest arrival of 
the Warbird display aircraft as Mr Trappet’s CAC Mustang landed with a small skid 
of the rubber on the runway. This was the first aircraft I watched arrive and it was 
quickly followed by others old favourites. By the time the public arrived on Friday 
there was a delightful collection of historical aircraft sitting on the tarmac waiting 
their turn to please the crowds.
 
Challenging Conditions
Whilst Avalon is a mecca in Australia for aviation enthusiasts and particularly 
those of us who love to photograph aircraft, it is not always the most ideal place 
to shoot. The north south orientation of the strip places the public area at a 
disadvantage in the afternoons as they try and avoid shooting into the sun. Whilst 
the weather was mixed this year, it remained predominantly dry, but mostly over-
cast. The diffused light from the grey sky helped soften the challenge somewhat, 
however it did not make for spectacular shooting conditions. Thankfully a few 
glimpses of sunshine throughout the week were topped off by a blazing blue sky on 
the Sunday.

My Kit
This was my first time shooting with big heavy prime lenses. My weapons of choice 
for this show were the Nikon 400mm f2.8 and 500mm f4. These weighty awkward 
lenses (over 4kgs each) were at times difficult to pan with some of the overhead 
action. But … sharp? Hell yes! Being restricted to a fixed focal length creates its 
own challenges but also forces you to make quick decisions on composition. Did 
I get it right every time? No. But I’d be lying if I said I’m unhappy with the results. 
This was also my first big outing with the 36 megapixel D800E. This camera’s 
sensor is massive and extends your ability to crop and still have plenty of pixels to 
play with for publishing and even the old fashion idea of printing. The D800E is now 
my new main body.
 
Highlights
With so many unique and rare aircraft around it’s difficult to come up with favou-
rites but the ‘heritage’ formation of the Meteor, Sabre and Hornet was particularly 
bitter sweet. It was my first time seeing the HARS Neptune fly so that will also 
stick out in my memory.
The most fun I had was watching the WW1 dogfight. 11 aircraft in the air dodging and 
weaving to the sound of 100 year old engine technology and the rattle of machine 
gun fire. A simply awesome site complete with leather helmets and scarves 
blowing in the breeze.
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“Crono Sorci Verdi Mancino”
“The Crono Sorci Verdi mancino (left handed) presents 
classic elements of the combat and aviation chronographs.”

Of content and revisited with an up-to-date design, it celebrates history 
starting from the crest of the special division, the green mice, depicted on 
the dial, to the back case engraved with the silhouette of the S 79 as well 
as the red detail on the chronograph button, dedicated to the aviators’ 
wives who painted their fuselages with red nail polish in their memory and 
in sign of good luck.

The Mancino, furthermore, has the buttons on the left side of the case in 
order to allow the activation of the chronograph with the thumb, the most 
responsive and precise finger.

Thanks to materials such as the 316L steel and the convex sapphire crystal, 
The Chrono Sorci Verdi mancino is an extremely resistant watch.
The dial is developed on three levels with a unique laser cut tachymeter 
scale which allows to measure values from 20km/h all the way to 390km/h 
and over.

The Crono Sorci Verdi mancino was presented at 
Baselworld 2015 also in the black PVD variant.
The PVD treatment, acronym of Physical Vapor Deposit, 
consists in the application of a film cover obtained 
through the evaporation of a liquid or solid source.
The final result is a protective cover which is very 
resistant to scratches and wear.

Crono Sorci Verdi Mancino-PVD

terracielomare.it
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OM-D E-M5 Mark II surpasses world-class 
predecessor with enhanced 5-axis Image Stabilisation 
and impressive video capabilities

Travel lighter, shoot stabler with world’s 
most powerful IS

The new OM-D E-M5 Mark II turns an award-winning still-photo camera into a 
sophisticated tool for the spontaneous creative photographer and videographer, 
with the professional look and feel of top-class equipment. The first-generation 
E-M5 gave ambitious photographers the ability to match D-SLR image quality on the 
fly – without the need for a tripod or other unnecessary bulk. 
Key to this was its lightweight, compact design and unique 5-axis Image Stabilisation 
(IS) system. 
Olympus has developed this system further for the E-M5 Mark II, which now boasts 
the world’s most powerful IS. The camera-shake compensation is equivalent to 5 
steps faster shutter speed, and that translates to startling low-light image quality. 
This is matched by the build quality of the all-weather OM-D housing. Thanks to 
the unrivalled IS and hardy, compact design, it’s now possible for the demanding 
filmmaker to capture handheld movies outdoors without carrying additional, bulky 
equipment – blur- and noise-free – irrespective of poor light. New OM-D Movie Mode 
offers multiple video frame rates and Full HD video up to 77 Mbps, while extra-
finger-friendly controls that take storytelling potential to a new level. 
Thanks to its variable-angle LCD screen and large electronic viewfinder, the Mark 
II gives its owner a crystal-clear view of any shooting situation. With more than 
40 ZUIKO interchangeable lenses to choose from, results are spectacular. Not 
least with the jaw-dropping new 40-Megapixel, high-res composite shot. The latest 
addition to Olympus’ flagship range goes on sale in late February 2015 and costs 
€1099 for the body only. Kits that include an interchangeable lens range in price 
from €1299 onwards. Like every new Olympus camera, the OM-D E-M5 Mark II comes 
with a free six-month warranty extension when registered via the MyOlympus online 
platform.

OM-D E-M5 Mark II

www.olympus-global.com
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The Samsung S 50-150mm f/2.8 ED OIS is a professional telephoto zoom 
lens for Samsung’s range of compact system cameras. The Samsung S 
50-150mm f/2.8 ED OIS boasts an angle-of-view range similar to that of 
a 77-231mm lens in a 35mm system and features a constant maximum 
aperture of F2.8 throughout the range. The optical formula comprises 20 
elements in 13 groups, including four ED (extra-low dispersion) and one XHR 
(eXtreme High Refractive) elements, and it boasts a dust-proof and water-
resistant design. Weighing in at 915 grams, the Samsung S 50-150mm f/2.8 
ED OIS lens also features Samsung’s Optical Image Stabilisation technology 
to combat blurring that may result from shaky hands, nine rounded aperture 
blades for a smooth circular bokeh, and a minimum working distance of 
70cm/1m at either end of the zoom range. The Samsung S 50-150mm f/2.8 
ED OIS lens is currently available for £1199 / $1599.99 in the UK and the US, 
respectively.

The Olympus M.ZUIKO Digital ED 40-150mm f/2.8 Pro is a new weather-sealed, 
professional-grade telezoom lens for the Micro Four Thirds system. Featuring what 
the manufacturer calls the first-ever focusing system to power two high-grade lens 
elements using dual linear motors, the Olympus M.ZUIKO Digital ED 40-150mm f/2.8 
Pro lens promises extremely fast auto focus speeds and ultra-quiet operation. With 
a minimum focus distance of just 70cm at all focal lengths, a dedicated Fn button, 
manual focus clutch and a sliding, protective lens hood, the new 40-150mm f/2.8 
Pro telephoto zoom lens offers a compelling feature set as well as a complex optical 
formula that comprises 16 elements in 10 groups and an aperture diaphragm with 
nine rounded blades.

Olympus M.ZUIKO Digital 
40-150mm f/2.8 Pro

Samsung S 50-150mm 
f/2.8 S ED OIS lens
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Nikon D7200
Equipped with the latest high-performance AF system, and offering 
for continuous capture of decisive moments with shooting of up to 
100 JPEG*1 Digital SLR camera D7200, which achieves the supe-
rior image quality and more advanced functions that will inspire 
users to be more creative with their photography

Nikon Corporation is pleased to announce the release of the D7200, a DX-for-
mat digital SLR camera that expands possibilities for shooting and expression 
with the latest autofocusing system and the ability to capture up to 100 shots*1 
with a single burst of continuous shooting.
Nikon will also release the new ME-W1 Wireless Microphone for off-camera 
recording of movie sound.

The D7200 equipped with the new AF sensor module so well received when it 
was first adopted with the D750 and EXPEED 4 high-performance image-pro-
cessing engine is a high-performance DX-format camera that offers greater 
focus-acquisition performance, such as the ability to capture up to 100 shots 
with a single burst of continuous shooting, and even better image quality.

It is equipped with an NFC-compatible*2 Wi-Fi® function that allows users to 
instantly and easily share photos they have taken with the camera with many 
people via social media using a smart device. The D7200 is also equipped with 
enhanced movie-recording functions, including a time-lapse photography 
function that supports exposure smoothing, as well as functions that enable 
enhanced control over audio recording.
The D7200 enables full-scale imaging expression with superior still-image and 
movie quality through the combination of the compact system afforded by the 
extremely agile Nikon DX format and the durability of high-end models.

nikon.com

AF-S NIKKOR 200-400mm 
f/4G ED VR II
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AF-S NIKKOR 200-400mm 
f/4G ED VR II

An FX-format compatible super telephoto 
zoom lens with Nano Crystal Coat and VR 
vibration reduction system

Key Features
A super telephoto zoom lens supporting 
Nikon’s exclusive range of focal lengths 
from 200 to 400mm
Nano Crystal Coat significantly reduces 
ghost and flare
Built-in vibration reduction (VR) offering 
camera shake compensation equivalent to 
a shutter speed increase of 3.0 stops*
*Based on CIPA Standard. This value is 
achieved when attached to an FX-format 
digital SLR camera, with zoom set at the 
maximum telephoto position.
Four ED glass elements minimize chromatic 
aberration for higher optical performance
Three focus modes are available - A/M, 
M/A and M

Over hill and dale on one leg

A tripod is too important to be left behind but too cumbersome 
for taking photographs while hiking. To solve this problem, 
accessories specialist Hama has added the new Traveller 
Premium Mono 170 monopod to its product range. 

With a rotatable threaded mount with A 1/4” (6.4 mm)
and A 3/8” (9.5 mm) threads, the monopod is best suited 
for large cameras. The camera can be a maximum of 170 
centimetres from the ground.

Like its sister product, the Traveller Premium 144 Ball 
tripod, the monopod features an extremely light and sturdy 
aluminium design and screw clamps for quickly locking the 
leg at the required length. 

The advantage of the monopod is that it is particularly 
stable in rough terrain, ensuring that your nature photos 
and videos are not blurry or shaky. 

For the base, you can choose either a rubber pad or a 
spike, the latter of which ensures a secure hold on soft or 
slippery surfaces while enabling the monopod to double as 
a walking stick. The foam sleeve at the top of the monopod 
ensures a secure grip in any weather, making it the perfect 
companion for your outdoor adventures.

Traveller Premium 
Mono 170 monopod 
from Hama

hama.com
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2 - 3 May 2015

Now over 2 BIG days!  
See the action. Feel the excitement.

www.wingsoverillawarra.com.au
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