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Poland - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-29A
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salitre 2014

by Simón Blaise

Air Operations in the 
Atacama Desert

Argentina Air Force
A-4AR Fightinghawk
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Chile - Air Force
Northrop F-5E Tigre III

Chile- Air Force
F-16B Fighting Falcon



Salitre is a Multinational Exercise, of planning and 
implementation of air operations, which is simulated a 
conflict between two nations. The red ones, who invaded 
the blue nation, and the blue ones, who has to neutralize 
their agressors
This exercise, which was organized by the Chilean Air 
Force, together with the participating countries, took 
place in one of the most extreme climates on the planet, 
the Atacama Desert. Atacama is recognized as the 
driest desert in the world and covers the big north of 
Chile.
In October, between 6 and 17, the exercise was held in 
the Air Force Base of “Cerro Moreno” (Antofagasta) and 
“Los Condores” (Iquique), besides the Aviation Group 
Nº10 from Santiago, providing strategic support.
In its 2014 version, it was attended of the Argentina Air 
Force with 6 A-4AR “Fightinghawk” plus 1 C-130 and 1 
Fokker F-27 as a support; The Brazilian Air Force with 
4 F-5EM “Tiger II”, 1 KC-130 “Hercules” and 1 ERJ-145 
as support; The United States Air National Guard from 
Texas with 6 F-16 “Fighting Falcon”, 1 C-17 “Globemaster 
III” and 1 KC-135R “Stratotanker”; and for the first time, 
the Air Force of Uruguay with 3 A-37B “Dragonfly” and 1 
C-130B “Hercules”.
All foreign delegations together a group of F-16A/B 
“Fighting Falcon” and F-5E/F “Tiger III” of the Chilean 
Air Force, made up the blue country and operated from 
“Cerro Moreno”. On the other hand the red nation ope-
rated from “Los Condores”, and his unit was composed 

of F-16 A/ B MLU (Ex RNAF) and F-16 C / D Block 50, 
the most modern aircraft in the Air Force of Chile.
Besides the Chilean Air Force deployed support 
units as the tanker KC-135E “Stratotanker”, C-130H, 
B767, and warning helicopters UH-60 and Bell-412. 
Giving a total of 800 people who gave life to this air 
exercise.
The objective of the exercise is to develop coopera-
tion and trust between participating air forces, plus 
the practice of common procedures in the format 
of NATO. This will increase the level of professiona-
lism of the members of the different countries, and 
the ability to jointly address common situations. The 
exercise was successfully completed, ending with 
a speech by the exercise director Aviation General 
Maximiliano Larraechea (A), Which highlighted 5 
points: The interoperability among all Participating 
Air Forces, the use of the Kill Validation system, 
100% security effectiveness, outstanding participa-
tion by the Air Force of Uruguay, and the professio-
nalism of the members of all countries.
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Uruguay Air Force 
A-37B “Dragonfly”



Spotters Magazine    15



Lockheed Martin F-16AM Fighting Falcon
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Chile- Air Force
Boeing KC-135E “Stratotanker”



Bio Simón Blaise
As a child I felt a great attraction for aviation and photography, I put together these two hobbies, which today allow me to develop a serious 
work related to aviation, being contributor to various magazines and books, both in Chile and in the world. I have had the opportunity to 
take official photos for some airlines, be present at various aeronautical events, military exercises, and make Air to Air photo shoot with 
units of the Chilean Air Force and Investigations Police.

Chile - Air Force
Northrop F-5E Tigre III
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Chile- Air Force
Bell  412

Argentina Air Force
A-4AR Fightinghawk



On Friday October 17th Hellenic Air Force pais its last tribute to the A-7 Corsair. 
Spotters Magazine was on hand to report from this important event.

The third week of October our contributor Giovanni Colla (GC-PHOTO Military Aviation 
Photography & Journalism) paid a visit at Araxos Air Base - Greece to report from the 
Corsair’s final farwell on October 17th.
For almost 40 years the A-7 has been a major weapon system for the HAF - Hellenic 
Air Force. Greece was the second largest user of the A-7 after the USA, since Hellenic 
Air Force took 133 A-7s out of the 1545 that were manufactured.
The delivery of these aircraft was done in two phases, first 60 single seat A-7H were 
bought brand new and their delivery started in 1975. The initial procurement of the 
A-7H version was completed in 1980, with the purchase of 5 new teo-seaters TA-7H.
The second phase started in 1993 when 50 single seat A-7Es, 42 of become airworthy, 
and 18 two-seaters TA-7C were delivered, taken from the stock of the US NAVY which 
had recently retired all its A-7 aircraft.

The ‘H’ version was flown by 5 squdrons in the HAF: 340M, 345M, 347M, 335M, 336M 
and completed 320.000 flight hours before they were retired in March 2007. The ‘E’ 
version (including TA-7C) was used by the 335M and 336M, and flew a total of 120.000 
flight hours. 
All A7 versions used by the HAF supported the training function of the OCUs - Opera-
tionl Conversion Unit based both in 115 Combat Wing and in 116 Combat Wing.
At the same time the A-7s participated in the Mixed Fighter Course  of the Fighter 
Weapon School in Andravida  AFB until 2013. 

In total the 125 A-7s that flew in the HAF completed 355.000 sorties which resulted in 
440.000 flight hours. 
During their 39 years of service in Greece 31 A-7s were crashed or damaged (24x 
A-7H, 4 A-7E and TA-7C). In these accidents 13 pilots lost their lives, whereas 19 were 
succesfully ejected.

The A-7 was the first  aircraft of the HAF with HUD (Head Up Display), advanced Iner-
tial Navigation System and Tactical Data Computer, being capable of digitally providing 
the weapons release point and executing with grate precision all the AIR-TO-GROUND 
missions. 
Moreover the sophosticated radar of the A-7 was equipped with an excellent ground 
mapping features, being able to find, fix and track a target without the need of visual 
contact, while providing Terrain Following and Terrain Avoidance information.
With  the A-7E Hellenic Air Force was the first time capable for A2A refuelling using 
the special tank D-704, which enabled the A-7 to give fuel to any aircraft equipped 
with a Refueling Probe, such as the rest A/TA-7E/C and Mirage 2000. Likewise, HAF’s  
A-7Es carrying the pod AN/AAR-45 LANA (Low Altitude Night Attack) were the first 
aircraft to execute night missions with the use of a FLIR (Forward Looking Infra-Red).
All the mentioned systems combined with the excellent flight characteristics at low 
altitude, the stability and durability, the easy access to is subsystems, the unparal-
leled low fuel consumption and long range capability, the vast variety and volume of 
weapons it can carried, made the Corsair particularly popular among the Technicians 
who served it  and among the pilots who flew it.

Goodbye Corsair II
by Giovanni Colla
www.gc-photo.net
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The role of the A-7 was the execution of all Air-to-Ground missions (Close Air Support, 
Tactical Air Support for Maritime Operations, Time-Sensitive Targets, Strike Control 
and Reconaissance, Counter Air Attacks).  
During the last 15 years the A-7 was used as the intermediate fighter on which young 
pilots of the Hellenic Air Force acquired experience in order to smoothen their 
transiction to the newer F-16.
This way of using the A-7 was in effect until the last flight. The 336 sqn partcipated 
in all the exercises and training organized by the HAF until the last week of the 
operational use of the A-7. According to the last 336 sqn commander - Maj Apostolos 
Papadopoulos - the 336sqn and their A-7 took part in all the co-training of the HAF 
with USAFE, the major exercise Iniohos, Kamberos and Parmenion, the support-
cooperation exercises with the Hellenic Army and Navy and supported the practical 
training  of the coursed of HAF FAC-Forward Air Controllers.
Maj Apostolos Papadopoulos revealead also some aspects of the Corsair ‘’the A-7 was 
fun to fly aircraft, The very good flight characteristics at low altitutedes were giving 
the pilot the necessary sense of safety, allowing the precise control of the aircraft, 
especially when Terrain Masking was executed. The absence of afterburner was 
limitng the accelleration rate, resulting in the inability to support large climb rates 
for a long time. The same engine though, had  unmatched low fuel consumption and 
emission of infrared radiation, giving the A-7 great range and survivability.
The feature that made it stand out from the rest of the fighter  jets was the very large 
air brake, which was higly effective and required caution is use at speeds from 400 
to 600 nautical miles per hour, as the slowdown was great and only the harness belts 
were keeping you in the seat.

Unique as a fighter aircraft was the A-7 also beacuse of the exisitence of armor 
plates around the cockpit and the engine, increasing thsi way its sturdiness in hostile 
fires.’’

After the farwell of the Corsair what will happen now is that the 336M will be re-
equipped with the modern F-16 Block52, already operating with the sister squadron of 
the 335M.
Staff, pilots and techncians are already transitioning to the F-16s, so soon 336 sqn 
will be able to perform again its role at an higher level.
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Greece - Air Force
LTV TA-7C Corsair II
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Greece - Air Force
LTV TA-7C Corsair II

Greece - Air Force
LTV TA-7C Corsair II

Greece - Air Force
LTV A-7E Corsair II
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Greece - Air Force
LTV TA-7C Corsair II

Greece - Air Force
LTV TA-7C Corsair II
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Now over 2 BIG days!  
See the action. Feel the excitement.

www.wingsoverillawarra.com.au

TICKETS 
ON SALE

DEC  
2014

© Jeff Chartier

© Jeff Chartier

Greece - Air Force
LTV TA-7C Corsair II
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This was my first trip with Oman Air.  Every 

year I have my holidays in Thailand and I always 

start to look for the flight tickets several months 

before. 

I was curious to try Oman Air because I had read 

very good reviews about its economy class, but as I 

was going to check the prices, I learned of a offe-

ring to fly in business class. So I decided to buy a 

ticket for a J class flight. I was very excited because 

I always considered the Oman Air’s product as one 

of the best. 

Check-in took place in the new area of Milan 

Malpensa airport and, after completing the proce-

dure, I spent some time chatting with an employee.

When I got on board my first expectations were 

confirmed: a very wide cabin, with only 4 seats 

per row (1-2-1 layout), a lot of space in both step 

width are huge. Never seen so much comfort. My 

place was 12A for all flights. 

Oman Air’s Business Class: 
a great flight experience.
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While the aircraft was taxiing to runway 35R, 

the staff served champagne and distributed the 

amenity kit with socks, creams of all kinds, sleep 

mask, toothpaste and more.  

Once reached the cruising altitude, flight atten-

dants served a small appetizer with two sandwiches 

and then a very tasty dinner.

Once in Muscat I have not had time to try the 

lounge, because the transit was very short but I 

had seen the famous maintenance hangar and the 

construction site of the new terminal.

In conclusion, I must say that my expectations on 

this airline have been complied with. I think that 

Oman Air offered a much better than other most 

famous airlines, because you travel at the price of 

a business class price but you receive a first class 

service.

Andrea Tabanelli
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About Oman Air’s Business Class

The 77.5-inch long lie-flat Business Class seat with a pitch of 82 inches is 22 inches wide and 
offers electrically controlled backrest, leg rest and seat depth.
Each of premium passenger is greeted onboard with a warm and traditional Omani welcome, 
including Arabic dates and coffee. The inflight dining experience begins with a premium appetizer, 
whilst a wide ranging menu of both modern and traditional fine dining and Arabic signature dishes 
is offered in both First and Business Class cabins. Wines and champagnes are carefully selected to 
complement dining experience and all drinks are served in top quality glassware.
In addition to the award-winning wine cellar, Oman Air offer a wide range of fine teas and coffee, 
as well as a wide selection of non-alcoholic beverages.
First and Business Class passengers can avail of a complimentary Chauffeur Drive airport tran-
sfer service at select destinations across the company’s network. With an attentive service that 
comes with a personal chauffeur, luxury vehicles and speedy door-to-door transfers, premium 
customers can now travel in comfort and style with Oman Air.
And at the airport complimentary food and beverages, including a selection of fine wines from 
around the world are available in the company’s business lounges with  dedicated business 
centres, free WIFI and complimentary PCs.



Aire75
Photos and text by Bjorn van der Flier 
www.dutchaviationphoto.com

#report

28   Spotters Magazine



Spotters Magazine    29

Ejercito del Aire
Eurofighter EF-2000A Typhoon
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In the weekend 10-12 October Bjorn van der Flier of Dutchaviationphoto.com 
travelled to Spain to witness the festivities around the Aire75 at Torejon 
de Ardoz airbase. The Aire75 is as the name says it all the 75th year of the 
Ejercito d’el aire, the Spanish air force.
 
It all started on Friday with the spottersday, which was well organized. About 
500 spotters were positioned at the old open QRA sheds which luckily provided 
some shelter against the pouring rain in the morning.  During the day the 
weather improved and the sun came out which made photographing better. 

Because of the weather most demos were cancelled and late in the afternoon 
the flying started, although bring at a very distant point. During the spottersday 
the Patrulla Aquilla performed 2 flypasts with an Airbus A330 of both Iberia 
and Air Europe, which strangely was not done during the public days. We left 
early so we tried to get access to the static display, for some nice golden 
hour shots. 

When the light became very poor I decided to leave.
On Saturday it was the public day and it was very busy. Luckily we shot the 
static on the day before as it was nearly impossible to get a good shot as 
most aircraft displays were open for the public to get a close look. 
We positioned ourselves for a good spot for the demos. 

After the fighter demos and the Spanish air force demonstration we decided 
to leave as the weather forecast for the afternoon was horrible and we 
heard that the Spanish P-3 was cancelled (how wrong were we) and went for 
some old fashion number crunching on the surrounding airfields.

On Sunday it was the National parade over the city of Madrid and as most 
of the aircraft were to fly from Torejon we were hoping for most of them to 
return. Unfortunately they did not, only the local EF-18’s returned as did one 
from Gando did. The Frecce Tricolre participated as well and they returned 
as well including two CL215T’s flying from Getafe. As a least treat a EF2000 
performed a very nice fly-by after departure, but that was the only one. 

And with that my weekend came to an end!

Patrulla Águila
7 CASA C-101

Portugal - Air Force
Lockheed F-16AM Fighting Falcon
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HA-28 Tigre
Ejército de Tierra

Spain - Air Force
McDonnell Douglas EF-18A(M) Hornet

Spain - Air Force
CASA C-295M

Spain - Army
Eurocopter AS-532UL Cougar
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F-5 Ejercito del Aire



Spotters Magazine    33



CJPRSC
Combined Joint Personnel Recovery 
Standardization Course

by Roelof-Jan Gort
Dutchaviationphoto.com

#report

Introduction:

The exercise CJPRSC (Combined Joint Personnel Recovery Standardization Course) is a 
vital tool in military capability that demonstrates the will and the ability to rescue indivi-
duals (military and civilians) in whatever circumstances. 
CJPRSC is an European Air Group project that has been running for 8 years and is 
designed to equip all participants with a thorough understanding op Personnel Recovery, 
their roles and tactics and techniques required for a successful outcome within a dynamic, 
multi-national environment.
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History

1996 – European Security and Defense Identity
1999 – Helsinki Headline Goals CSAR one of the implied tasks
2000 - Helsinki Force Catalogue defined a CSAR deficiency
2002 – CSAR Action Plan
1. Electronic Equipment For Isolated Personnel
2. Rescue Assets
3. CSAR Training For Isolated Personnel
4. Multi-national CSAR Exercises
5. Training For C2 personnel
2006 - Initial Discussions with TLP
2007 - CJCSARSC 2007 Florennes, BEL
2008 - CJCSARSC 2008 Florennes, BEL
2009 - CJPRSC 2009 Cazaux, FRA
2010 - CJPRSC 2010 Lechfeld, DEU
2011 - CJPRSC 2011 Albacete, ESP
2012 - CJPRSC 2012 Holzdorf, DEU
2013 - CJPRSC 2013 Cazaux, FRA
2014 - CJPRSC 2014 Florennes, BEL
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Course aims

Educate and train multinational Personnel recovery (PR) task force elements to plan and 
execute PR operations in accordance with NATO / EU standards, facilitated in live flying events.
This is to enhance the knowledge and proficiency required to plan and execute a PR mission in 
a non-permissive, international environment and to improve and streamline international co-
operation with other European and NATO partners. The objective is to enhance proficiency in 
flying within a personal recovery task force (PRTF) as an element of a composite air Operation 
(CAMAO), working through operational documents and with tasking documentation of a JPRC 
and understand the tasking process. Another focus is to train in gathering reliable INTELL for 
safe PR operations.
The course is set up with three simple mindsets, to be current, on either procedures or 
equipment. This to compose a flexible and Adaptive task force within the CJPRSC.
The course consisted on flying several missions in different circumstances, day and night. 
After getting the introduction the second part of the program was the focus of the Rules of 
engagement in real life hostilities. The third and fourth day missions was to streamline CSAR 
and PR profiles, this was to ensure they could carry out the next three day missions with 
untrained personal. Like said there were also night missions with the emphasis on flight safety 
while flying in straight forward tactical scenarios.
Mission planning was another part of the course, and had to be aligned with standard COMOA 
procedures. The planning was done using visual aids by means of FALCON VIEW (planning 
software program) and planning boards. Parallel and distributed planning was carried out with 
eye on changing Task force composition, the use of extraction forces with a designated rescue 
mission commander (RMC).
All planning had to be carried out without losing the rules of engagement, which is a vital part 
of combat nowadays.
On Florennes airbase a simulated forward arming and refueling point was set up to simulate 
these tasks like real combat. 
Supporting activity was carried out by 5 nations (GBR, ITA, BEL, NLD, and FRA) and was running 
for the sixth year already. All this was to ensure further development of FARP in the future and 
cross train ground crews on various types of aircraft. 

Participation

CJPRC is the only course of its kind in Europe and this year there were 400 personnel from 11 
countries: (BEL, DEU, ESP, FRA, GBR, HUN, ITA, NLD, POL, SWE, USA) taking part in the Course, 
executed by 23 aircraft. This will be the final CJPRSC to be conducted by the EAG prior to it 
being handed over to the EPRC.

List of Aircraft participating:
• 2x F-16  BAF 
• 3x A-109  BAF   17sq
• 2x SA342  FAr   3RHC
• 2x EC725R  FAr   EH01.067
• 2x AB-212AM/ICO ITaf   21°Gr 
• 3x CH-53GE/S GAF  HSG64
• 3x AMX  ITaf  51°St/132°Gr
• 2x Mi Mil-24V PolAF  56BLT
• 2x W-3PL  PolAF  56BLT
• 2x AS332B  SpAF  803Esc

Course Support

1. SERE:
BEL, DAN, DEU, FRA, GBR, NLD, SWE 
2. Others (support, DISTAFF, MIMO, OPFOR...):
BEL, CAN, DEU, FRA, HUN, ITA, NLD, SWE, USA
3. HQ supporting the course:
• AC Ramstein, JAPCC 
• MDC Mont de Marsan
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What lies ahead
During recent contingencies it became clear that PR became an enabling 
factor and shows that combined training is still exists. 
No other international training opportunity is available to fill this gap. 
All training has to be carried out using real life combat environment and 
has to be a combined task force and has to include the whole PR spectrum 
required to carry out the mission.

There are, as expected different issues with the focus on enhancing the 
CJPRSC as the training locations are limited and defence budget cuts within 
the participants makes it difficult to get budgetary independence. 
Future training will be a factor of the availability of a Task Force (TF) to 
attain certain training objectives. As well as available assets to optimize 
the training objectives as most forces are stretched throughout different 
theaters worldwide. 

So the next CJPRSC will be a challenge to organize but it will go on and will 
be held at PAPA airbase in Hungary from 9 until 24 September 2015.

List of abbreviations
COMAO - COMposit Air Operation
CR - Combat Recovery
CSAR - Combat Search And Rescue
C2 - Command and Control
DISTAFF - Directing staff
EAG - European Air Group
EF - Extraction Forces 
EPRC - European personnel Recovery Centre
FALCON VIEW - Flight planning software program
FARP - Forward Arming Refueling Point
INTEL  - Intelligence
JAPCC - Joint Airpower Competence Centre
MDC - FRA Headquarters
MIMO - MIssion MOnitor (instructor)
OPFOR - OPposing FORces
PR - Personnel Recovery
PRTF - Personnel Recovery Task Force
RMC - Rescue Mission Commander
ROE - Rules of Engagement 
SERE - Survive Evade Resist Escape
TTP - Technical and Tactical Publication
X-Training - Cross Training
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NATO 
Noble Arrow

NATO wants to acquire a rapid reaction force 
(NATO Response Force) from 2015 and enable the 
Nations Air Force to be involved in several inter-
national exercises to keep their crews trained on 
a high level of reaction. In October 2014, l’Armée 
de l’air led Noble Arrow exercise. 14 nations and 
1,000 people took part in this exercise, the Turkish 
Air Force was based at Nancy-Ochey Air Base, 
Danish at Avord Air Base and Hellenic at Luxeuil-
les-Bains Air Base. The Hellenic Air Force arrived 
with 4 Mirage 2000-5 of the 331 Mira Squadron 
and undertook 2 sorties (of 4 hours) a day.

#report

by Shervin Fonooni

Equipment : Nikon D300 + Sigma 120-300 mm f/2,8 DG OS HSM
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‘’THIS IS US’’
102th ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE BULGARIAN AIR FORCE

#report

by Giovanni Colla
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Bulgarian - Air Force
Sukhoi Su-25UBK

Bulgarian- Air Force
Mig-21
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Bulgarian - Air Force
Aero L-39ZA Albatros

Bulgarian - Air Force
Alenia C-27J

Bulgarian- Air Force
Cougar AS 532 AL

Bulgarian - Air Force
Formation
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Bulgarian - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-29A



With the motto ‘This is Us’ Bulgarian Air Force 
hosted a small but very great and well organized 
air show to celebrate the 102th anniversary of 
the country’s air force, on October 11th at the 
Sofia international airport.
The show presented the entire inventory of the 
Bulgarian Air Force: Mig-21 and Mig-29 fighters, 
the Su-25 attack aircraft, the transport aircraft 
PC-12 and C27J, training aircraft L39, and 
helicopters Cougar AS 532 AL, Bell 206 and 
Mi-17 and much more.
The air show started run from 1pm till 3pm and 
viewers had the chance to observe a well made 
programme that started with a Para drop from 
C-27J, a extraction operation simulated with a 
Mi-17 helicopter along with AS-532 Cougar. 
Then it was time for some old russian metal star-
ting with a pair of MiG-29 fighters performing 
dogfight manoeuvre and cover-up, as well as the 
MiG-21 demonstrating combat manoeuvres plus 
air cover and SU-25 showed combat manoeuvres 
and attacks on ground targets.
A very impressive demonstration was made by 
2x C-27J performing low level manouvres. The 
show ended with the SU-25, MiG-21 and MiG-29 
flying in formation for last greeting.
The static line up included every type of Aircraft 
in the Bulgarian Air Force inventory: MiG-21, 
MiG-29, Su-25, PC- 9M, PC-12, L-39ZA, AS 532AL 
, Mi-17, Bell 206, C-27J Spartan, An-2, An-26, 
An-30.

The author would like to thank Dessy Gencheva 
- Communication officer BuAF and Ognyan 
Stefanov for their assistance during the event.
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Bulgarian - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-29A
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Bulgarian - Air Force
Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-29

Bulgarian - Air Force
Sukhoi Su-25UBK

Bulgarian - Air Force
Mil Mi-17
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Bulgarian- Air Force
Mig-21

Bulgarian-Air Force
Antonov An-26

Bulgarian-Air Force
Antonov An-2



Welcome to the kingdom 
of Siam Thailand
by Andrea Tabanelli
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Airbus A380 Thai Airways
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Welcome to the kingdom of Siam, Thailand

If you want to look spectacular liveries, very colorful, this is the right place. 
Until 2005, the Bangkok Airport was the Don Mueang (DMK), later replaced by 
the new Suvarnabhumi Airport (BKK). 
All the major airlines in the world flying to BKK while the old DMK is now used 
by low cost carriers in Thailand. At Suvarnabhumi you can see the great 
giants of the sky as the Airbus A380 and the Boeing 787 Dreamliner while at 
Don Mueang you can see colors that are rarely seen elsewhere, moreover, 
only here you can play quietly in golf between the 2 runways with no fence . 
Phuket is not only a tropical paradise, it is also a spotter’s paradise. You can 
sunbathe on the beach and at the same time watch the planes landing on 
runway 09, an asian St. Marteen.
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Boeing 767 Pegas Touristik
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Boeing 777 Thai Airways Airbus A330 Cathay Pacific

Boeing 747 Thai Airways

Boeing 787 Thomson Airways
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Boeing 737 Nok Air

Boeing 777 Aeroflot
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FROM THE COCKPIT TO THE WRIST
Originally, a team of designers and specialists in onboard 
instruments for the aeronautical industry came together 
with the aim of creating watches perfectly suited to 
professional use. Their ambition was to be part of the 
great tradition of Swiss watchmaking while satisfying the 
requirements of men confronted by extreme situations.
In 2005, in a quest to create the ideal utilitarian watch, 
these engineers, master watchmakers, designers, and 
professional aviators combined their skills to create an 
original concept: the BR 01 instrument watch.
The BR 01 was inspired by the simple idea of turning a 
plane’s cockpit clock into a wristwatch.
It faithfully reproduces the mechanical timepiece on a 
human scale. The numerals, hands, and square case are 
inspired by thedesign codes of aeronautical instruments to 
optimize legibility and functionality. Since every detail has 
a meaning and a purpose, this watch is a perfect illustra-
tion of the principle “form follows function.”

PERFECT LEGIBILITY
Like a plane’s cockpit clock, the BR 01 instrument watch 
is immediately readable:
The shape of the hands and the uncluttered dial optimi-
ze reading.
The hands and the index marks are covered in a white 
photo luminescent coating. This contrasts with the black 
of the dial, as in professional aeronautical instruments.
The anti-glare matte-black carbon finish is inspired by 
the color of the instrumentation panel, the function of 

#watches4pilots

Bell&Ross BR 01-92 
THE BIRTH OF AN ICONIC TIMEPIECE

which was to facilitate the reading of the dials by 
contrast, eliminating any glare.

OPTIMAL FUNCTIONALITY
It was in its La Chaux-de-Fonds workshops in 
Switzerland that Bell & Ross’s engineers and master 
watchmakers successfully reinterpreted the functional 
spirit of the cockpit clock. The four screws on the top 
of the case, for instance, reflect the BR 01’s aero-
nautical origins. In keeping with the front-fastening 
system of planes’ cockpit instruments, the movement 
is accessed via the top of the case. The four screws 
attach the lid to the case, ensuring that the watch is 
water-resistant.
Finally, the BR 01 case is constructed with a system of
removable straps that make it extremely versatile. This 
enables the users to easily and rapidly transform their 
wristwatch into a clock for the dashboard or the office.
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Andrew Burns
NAS OCEANA

#portfolio
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USA - Navy
McDonnell Douglas F/A-18C Hornet



#portfolio
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USA - Navy
McDonnell Douglas F/A-18C Hornet

USA - Navy
McDonnell Douglas F/A-18C Hornet

USA - Navy
McDonnell Douglas F/A-18C Hornet

USA - Navy
Boeing F/A-18F Super Hornet

USA - Navy
Lockheed Martin C-130T Hercules 
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Eating dust at the
Low Flying Area
by Jimmy Van Drunen

#report
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Netherlands - Air Force
Boeing CH-47D Chinook
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Low Flying Area (LFA) training involved military aircraft and 
helicopters flying at lower altitude than normal to prepare their 
aircrew, and other military personal (e.g. air defense troops) for 
different circumstances.

In the Netherlands there are 8 Low Flying Areas (in Dutch called 
GLV-area). There are low flying areas especially for fixed-wing 
aircraft and there are areas used by helicopters. 
During low flying in the Netherlands the following attitudes are 
accepted; Fixed-wing aircraft (250 feet.), helicopters (100 feet.). 
The best known GLV-area is located next to Eindhoven Airbase, 
called GLV-5 ‘’Oirschotse heide’’. This area is used by the Royal 
Netherlands Air Force helicopters. 

At Gilze-Rijen Airbase, located in the south of the Netherlands, are 
stationed three operational helicopter squadrons operating with 
the Apache attack helicopter (301 Squadron.), Cougar transport 
helicopter (300 Squadron.), Alouette III light utility helicopter (300 
Squadron.) and the Chinook transport helicopter (298 Squadron.). 
All these type of helicopters are using the low flying area, some 
more than others. 

The GLV-5 ‘’Oirschotse heide’’ is an area consists of forests, 
bushes and a lot of sand. There are no set flight paths. Aircrew 
plans each sortie individually, taking into account environmental and 
industrial hazards. Routes will be varied as much as possible to 
spread the disturbance to those on the ground, although this is not 
always practical. The Aircrew has a map of all these areas with 
their obstacles, like forests, bushes but also high-voltage cables, 
buildings etc. 

A low flying area like the ‘’Oirschotse heide’’ are used for training 
to operate at the Danger Zone. Confined landings between the 
forests, Brown-Out landings in front of you (Eating dust!), low flying 
at high speed, this is something what you can expected. 

The ‘’Oirschotse heide’’ is a public area and good for aviation 
photographers like us. Many aircrews know the most used photo-
graphers spot and flies a lot of time around these spots. They are 
used during normal local flying training and exercises. Be aware! 
There are some safety rules at the entry of a low flying area!

Netherlands - Air Force
Boeing CH-47D Chinook

Netherlands - Air Force
Boeing CH-47D Chinook

Netherlands - Air Force
Eurocopter AS532U2 Cougar
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Netherlands - Air Force
Boeing CH-47D Chinook

Netherlands - Air Force
Boeing CH-47D Chinook

Netherlands - Air Force
Boeing CH-47D Chinook

Netherlands - Air Force
Boeing AH-64D Apache Longbow
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old style
spotting
by Frank J. Mirande

#portfolio
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Aero Spacelines 377SG SuperGuppy

Spotters Magazine    71



LTV EA-7L Corsair II USNavy

Grumman E-2C Hawkeye Us NavyDouglas KA-3B Skywarrior
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49thFISBossDart

A-4F

F-4 Phantom II Us NavyGrumman E-2C Hawkeye Us Navy
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This portfolio contains a sampling of my photos 
taken between 1986 and 2000. The primary loca-
tion was Dobbins Air Force Base (now Air Reserve 
Base) which includes Naval Air Station Atlanta 
(unfortunately closed Sept. 2009) and Lockheed 
Martin (formerly Lockheed-Georgia)- the great 
majority were recorded at NAS Atlanta where I 
enjoyed standing photo privileges for many years. 
Some of the others came from Griffiss Air Force 
Base, New York (my wife’s sister lives in nearby 
Rome), Birmingham International Airport (where 
I attended several air shows), and, finally, the 
Black Bunny Phantom at the London, Ontario 1988 
air show, which celebrated the 30th anniversary 
of the Phantom’s first flight.

My camera equipment was relatively simple, 
including a Nikon FM SLR, a Soligor 28-80 lens, 
a Tamron 75-250, and a Tokina 60-300, and I 
mostly used Kodak and Fuji ASA 100 print film 
(and, occasionally Kodachrome 64).

Bio:
It seemed inevitable for me that airplanes 
would figure prominently in my life...  I was 
born in Orlando, Florida on Sept. 6, 1954, 
and grew up within a couple of miles of the 
municipal airport (big propliners coming 
low over my house!) and about 10 miles 
from Pinecastle (later called McCoy) Air 
Force Base (Strategic Air Command, w/ 

B-47s then B-52Ds and KC-135s plus a host of 
others). I also witnessed the formative years 
of America’s manned space program, being 
only 50 miles from Cape Canaveral, but that’s 
another story.

I graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Fine Arts and History (1981), then a Master 
of Fine Arts in 1983, and realized my childho-

Grumman F-14 Tomcat Us Navy
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od dream when I obtained employment as an 
illustrator at Lockheed-Georgia (Marietta, GA) in 
1984. During my time there, I became acquainted 
with some of the folks in Public Affairs (Joe 
Dabney, Susan Miles, John Rossino, and Doug 
Oliver), and was allowed select photo access on 
the flghtline. I also obtained permission from the 
commanding officer of NAS Atlanta to photograph 
aircraft on a regular basis which continued up 

until the time I left Lockheed in Feb. 2000. 

I am happily married to my wife of 37 years, and 
have a family of three grown children and a gran-
dson. We currently reside in a college town a few 
miles from Chattanooga, Tennessee.

Frank J. Mirande
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McDonnellDouglas A-4F Skyhawk
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Lockeed NC-141A Starlift Fairchild c-119L Flying boxcar

Boeing B-52G Stratofortress
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Fairchild c-119L Flying boxcar General Dynamics FB-111A Aardvark

ConvairQF-106A DeltaDart

C-130H
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RNLAF Fokker 50s 
to Peruvian Navy

#report

by Joan le Poole – Naviation

November 17, 2014 saw the departure of two former Royal Netherlands Air 
Force Fokker 50s from Lelystad Airport, the Netherlands, to Peru. In 2010 
four Fokker 60s were already sold to the Peruvian Navy (Marina de Guerra 
del Perú). In 2014 the two remaining Fokker 50s followed them to Peru too. 
The departure of the two Fokker 50s marked the end of the long era in 
which the RNLAF used Fokker aircraft.
 
In October 2010 the RLNAF officially retired the two Fokker 50, serialled 
U-05 “Fons Aler” and U-06 “Robbie Wijting”. The F-50s then were handed 
over to the Defence Material Organisation (DMO), which is responsible for 
selling retired military material. The RNLAF kept the Fokker 50s airworthy 
till 2012, and could operate the aircraft for 20 flight hours per month. 
The Fokkers were still at their home base Eindhoven, in the south of the 
Netherlands.

In 2012 the RNLAF added two extra C-130 Hercules transport aircraft so the 
Dutch Hercules fleet of already 2 C-130s. The technicians who maintained 
the Fokker 50s then went back to school to transit to the Hercules, and the 
air force didn’t have the capacity to keep the Fokker 50s. The DMO then 
decided to relocate the Fokker 50s to Lelystad Airport. Three Dutch Fokker 
50 pilots kept current on the aircraft. These pilots flew the aircraft once in 
the 3 months to keep them airworthy.
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The choice of Lelystad Airport was based on financial reasons. The 
DMO had a contract with Nayak, a civil company based at Amster-
dam-Schiphol Airport, to maintain the F-50s. However, storing the 
aircraft at Schiphol itself was too expensive. To keep travel costs 
to a minimum Lelystad Airport was chosen as storage. 

The sale

The DMO tried to sell the Fokkers and worked with several 
potential new owners. In January 2014 the Peruvian Navy showed 
interest, but the DMO was working with a Dutch civil company 
at that moment. However the bank didn’t want to finance the 
project, so it was cancelled. In April 2014 the negotiations with the 
Peruvian Navy began. 

In 2010 the Peruvian Navy purchased already four former RLNAF 
Fokker 60 aircraft, which were retired in 2006. The Fokker 60 is 
actually the longer version of the Fokker 50. These Fokker 60s fly 
in Escuadrón Aeronaval No 11, based at Lima-Callao. Currently the 
Peruvian Navy uses two of the F-60s in the Utility Transport task 

and the other two in the Maritime Patrol task. 
During negotiations it became clear that the Peruvian Navy 
wanted to receive the aircraft as soon as possible after 
signing the contract. In the purchase were included major 
overhaul, a new colour scheme and all reserve parts, 
including one engine, one propeller and one APU. The major 
overhaul was done at Köln Airport and the paintjob was done 
by QAPS (Quality Aircraft Painting Services) at Lelystad in 
September and October respectively.
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china air force 
Air Show

#portfolio

by Peter Terlouw
Aviationphotography.nl
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China - Air Force
Shenyang J-31 



China - Air Force
Xian JH-7A
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China - Air Force
Ilyushin KJ2000 (Il-76MD)

China - Air Force
Xian H-6H
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China - Air Force
Shaanxi Y-9

China - Air Force
Shaanxi Y-8/KJ200

China - Air Force
Changhe Z-8KA
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China - Air Force
Chengdu J-10SY



Spotters Magazine    89



Versatile super-telephoto performance
The EF 100-400MM F/4.5-5.6L IS II USM is ideal for photographers 
who are travelling light and want to take just one telephoto 
lens with them. A great choice for spotting, sports and 
wildlife photography – the 100-400mm zoom range puts you 
right next to distant subjects, and lets you react quickly in 
a fast-changing situation. When used on cameras featuring 
APS-C sized sensors, the EF 100-400MM F/4.5-5.6L IS II 
USM offers angles of view equivalent to a 160-640mm on a 
full-frame. 
Fear no flare
Shoot into the light confident that Canon’s multi-layered Air 
Sphere Coating (ASC) will protect against flare, ghosting and 
reduced contrast. ASC uses a multi-layer coating to reduce 
reflections including a layer of nanosized air spheres depo-
sited on the lens surface to slow down light more gradually 
as it enters the lens, this prevents the internal reflections 
that reduce image quality.
Fast focus when you want it
Enjoy fast USM autofocus that locks on accurately and in 
near-silence. Full-time manual focus override allows precise 
adjustment without taking your camera away from your eye. 
The EF 100-400MM F/4.5-5.6L IS II USM focuses down to 
0.98m, letting you react to subjects that come unexpectedly 
close.

Stay sharp, whatever the light
The EF 100-400MM F/4.5-5.6L IS II USM delivers 
sharp, high-contrast images, using Fluorite and Super 
Ultra-low Dispersion (Super UD) lens elements to tackle 
artefacts and distortion. A three-mode Image Stabilizer 
guards against blur from camera shake, allowing 
handheld shooting with shutter speeds up to 4 stops 
slower than normal.
Ergonomic handling
Different photographers work in different ways. Use 
the Zoom Touch Adjustment ring to set the amount of 
resistance felt when zooming the lens: a light touch is 
ideal when you’ll be working quickly in a fast-changing 
situation. On the other hand, you might want to stiffen 
or lock the zoom mechanism when you don’t want the 
focal length to change accidentally.
Protected from the great outdoors
Keep shooting even in tough weather conditions. As an 
L-series lens, the EF 100-400MM F/4.5-5.6L IS II USM 
is sealed against dust and moisture, so you can keep 
shooting even when conditions turn bad. A fluorine 
coating on the lens’ front element repels dirt making 
the lens easy to clean.

Canon EF 100-400mm F/4.5-5.6L IS USM Mark II
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Typhoons TaktLwG 31
by Andrea Rindi
aviationairroutes.net

#photo-report
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After many years going without an airshow at Kleine-Brogel, 
September was a month many aviation enthousiasts were loo-
king forward too. The organizers were giving it their best, which 
resulted in a three day event. A spottersday on friday, and two 
airshow days in the weekend. The main event was a cooperation 
between the Belgian Air Force and the Sanicole airshow people. 
Two main themes “More than 100 years Military Aviation” and 
“40 years F-16”, related to the Belgian Air Force, where the 
highlights of this show. To commemorate “more than 100 years 
of military aviation” a special formation flight was flown. A F-16A 
MLU and a replica Blériot X1 took to the air together. For the 
“40 years F-16” theme a special paint was presented. A F-16A 
MLU (FA-104) was painted (stickered) to represent the tricolor 
paint scheme used on one the first Full Scale Develoment F-16 
flown by General Dynamics. I was able to attend the roll-out of 
this aircraft a few days before the start of the event. During 
an evening shoot. Thanks to kbspotting.be. A few days after the 
airshow weekend the stickers were already removed again. So 
a short lived special scheme. Other highlight for me was the 
multiple presence of our newest asset, the NHIndustries NH-90 
helicopter. They will replace the old workhorse Westland Sea 
King Mk.48 in the very near future. All in all a very nice event 
with lots of performers and lots of photographic opportunities. 
Which resulted in many tens of thousands of people visiting the 
airbase in the weekend. Thanks everyone at KB for those nice 
three days. Looking forward to the next event.

Belgian Air Defence 
Days 2014
by Ludo Kloek

#report
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Armée de l’Air 
Mirage 2000 duo team, Ramex Delta



North American T-6G Texan

96   Spotters Magazine

The only airworthty Spitfire currently in the Netherlands

Austrian Air Force 
Saab J105 jet trainer
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Red Devils the Belgium Air Force’s 
aerobatic display team

Austrian Air Force 
Saab J105 jet trainer

Hawker Hunter 

Embraer ERJ-145LR
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Agusta A109BA

General Dynamics F-16C(C-130-F-16A MLU formation

Mil Mi-171Sh

Dassault Brecquet Alpha Jet E F-16A MLU



Mikoyan Gurevich MiG-29
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Armée de l'Air
Mirage 2000 duo team, Ramex Delta



Pelican Sport pack
Aviation photographers will appreciate the safety, 
versatility and comfort provided by pelican S130 Sport 
Elite. Protected by a rigid front plate, removable padded 
dividers protect a DSLR, three to four lenses and acces-
sories. A slim section for your laptop is crushproof and 
waterproof up to one meter due to an O-ring gasket. The 
built-in laptop case is also pressure-equalized to prevent 
vacuum sealing. The top-loading main compartment is 
both spacious and durable, made from rip-stop nylon. 
Floating shoulder straps with chest clips, removable hip 
belt and ergonomic ventilated back aid in support and 
all-day carrying comfort.

www.pelican.com/backpacks

TAMRAC EXPEDITION 6X
Photo/Laptop Backpack
The Expedition 6x is the ideal mid-size pack for a generous 
amount of photo equipment and most 14.1″ screen laptops.  This 
medium size pack offers foam-padded protection and quick 
access to multiple DSLRs, lenses, flash and accessories.
Holds Camera Gear
The main compartment is completely foam padded with nume-
rous adjustable, foam-padded dividers to protect DSLRs, 5-6 
lenses, and a flash.  The camera with a long zoom lens attached 
is suspended on two vertical, foam-padded dividers that are 
internally reinforced with rigid plastic.  A restraint strap holds 
the lens firmly in place.  Two Windowpane-Mesh™ pockets inside 
the front flap visibly organize filters, film and other accessories.  
A plastic, foam-padded platform in the bottom provides shock 
protection while a LockDown™ rain flap protects the zipper 
from the elements.  
Foam-Padded Computer Compartment 
A foam-padded front pocket with water-resistant zipper pro-
tects laptops with up to 14.10 screens and provides easy access 
without disturbing photo gear.
Dual Hinge Divider System 
The Dual Hinge Divider System adjusts to allow two DSLRs to be 
carried with lenses attached.
Dual “Wing” Accessory Pockets 
Dual “wing” pockets with water-resistant zippers organize and 
provide quick access to important accessories without distur-

bing your other gear. These “wing” pockets also feature Tamrac’s 
patented Memory & Battery Management System™ that uses red 
flags to identify available memory cards and batteries from ones 
that are used up.
QuickClip™ Tripod Attachment System 
A tripod is cradled (centered and balanced) securely between 
these pockets with Tamrac’s QuickClip™ tripod attachment system 
while the lower plastic-reinforced Tripod Foot Pocket holds two 
tripod legs secure.

www.tamrac.com

100   Spotters Magazine



Spotters Magazine    101




