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SPOTTING ADVICES

ph. Carlo Dedoni

A fisheye lens is an ultra wide-angle lens 
that produces strong visual distortion 
intended to create a wide panoramic or 
hemispherical image.
Fisheye lenses achieve extremely wide 
angles of view by forgoing producing images 
with straight lines of perspective (rectili-
near images), opting instead for a special 
mapping (for example: equisolid angle), 
which gives images a characteristic convex 
non-rectilinear appearance.

The Samyang 8 mm f/3.5 Aspherical IF MC 
Fish-eye is a manual focus lens for cameras 
with APS-C sensors. It’s a ‘diagonal’ fisheye, 
meaning it offers a 180 degree diagonal an-
gle of view and illuminates the entire frame. 
The lens construction uses 10 elements in 
7 groups, including an aspherical hybrid 
lens. The manually-set aperture consists of 
six blades and can be closed to f/22. Two 
models are available, one with a built-in 
hood, while the other has a detachable hood 
and adds ‘DH’ to its name.

FISHEYE LENS

PENTAX K-3
www.ricoh-imaging.com

Pentax SMC DA* 60-250mm 
f/4 ED [IF] SDM
www.ricoh-imaging.com

Sigma 120-400mm F4.5-5.6 
DG APO OS HSM
www.sigmaphoto.com

1

2
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www.samyang.co.uk



Spotters Magazine    5

LUMIX DMC-GH4K (DSLM) 
Pro Photo Performance Camera Body with 4K Cinematic Video

The world’s first Digital Single Lens Mirrorless Camera to include 4K video recording 
for truly professional results.
The panasonic GH4 is a tough, rugged, professional Mirrorless, micro four thirds 
camera that combines both video and photography capabilities, for professionals 
who demand the best quality available.
The GH4 comes equipped with a quadcore-CPU which allows high speed signal 
processing and the Combination of new Digital Live MOS Sensor and the Venus Engine 
dramatically improves lowlight sensitivity (max.ISO25600) A 16.05 megapixel Digital 
Live MOS sensor delivers high resolution RAW & JPEG stills then transforms into a 
powerful 4k video camera, capable of capturing UHD resolutions at 4K 3840x2160 
30p/24p and cinematic DCI 4k 4096x2160 24/p for superb picture quality and lifelike textures.
Just like its predecessor, the GH4 features a weather sealed magnesium alloy body 
designed to keep up with the demands of the professional film maker/photographer.
The Gh4 also offers increased resolution on both the OLED monitor and electronic 
viewfinder and boasts a high speed, 49-point auto focus system in both photo and 
video mode.
The video quality delivered from this camera surpasses many other professional 
camera currently on the market with its variety of formats, like the efficient AVCHD 
and AVCHD Progressive to 200Mbps All-Intra and 100Mbps IPB MOV and Mp4 Formats.
Magnesium Alloy Body & Rugged Design
Tough enough to withstand even heavy field use, the Panasonic LUMIX DMC-GH4 is 
composed of a magnesium alloy full die cast front / rear frame. It also features 
splash* / dustproof construction with sealing on every joint, dial, and button.
Dual OLED Displays - LVF & Monitor
The Panasonic LUMIX DMC-GH4 boasts high-precision, high-speed dual OLED (Organic 
Light-Emitting Diode) displays for 2,359K-dot LVF (Live View Finder) of approximately 
1.34x / 0.67x*, and 3.0-inch 1,036K-dot free-angle rear monitor. These superior 
displays achieve high-speed response with minimum time lag while enhancing 
resolution. The OLED for the LVF boasts 10,000:1 high contrast for superior color 
reproduction
49-Area AF/ Custom Multi AF
Focus point is increased from 23 points in the LUMIX GH3 to 49 points in the LUMIX 
GH4 for more flexibility in your composition. Custom Multi mode extends that 
flexibility even more with the ability to freely select the blocks to focus out of the 49 
focusing areas.
www.panasonic.com

ph. Daniele CuccuFISHEYE LENS

SAMSUNG NX1
Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd, announced the launch of the revolutionaryNX1, which combines cutting edge 
design, industry leading technology and Samsung’s innovation expertise to create an exceptionally fast compact 
system camera (CSC). The NX1 delivers superb image quality and unrivalled usability, setting a new benchmark 
for photographers everywhere and providing a genuine alternative to DSLRs as the professional camera of 
choice around the world. Featuring best in class 15FPS continuous AF shooting, a unique Auto Focus (AF) System 
III with 205 Phase Detection AF points and 28MP APS-C BSI CMOS Sensor for superior image quality, the versa-
tile performance and precision craftsmanship will challenge even the most classical photographers to re-think 
their understanding of professional photography.
”The NX1 represents the pinnacle of Samsung’s advanced photographic expertise and heralds a new era of intu-
itive, professional quality photography for everyone,” said Myoung Sup Han, Executive Vice President and Head 
of Imaging Business Team, IT & Mobile Communications business at Samsung Electronics. “With the launch of 
the NX1, Samsung is re-defining what is possible with an interchangeable lens camera, allowing photographers 
everywhere to achieve previously unimaginable levels of quality and expertise in each and every image they 
capture.”

Industry leading connectivity
Equipped with Wi-Fi functionality, the NX1 has the fastest, most advanced connectivity available, allowing users 
to watch 4K movies on UHD TV via wireless streaming. With its outstanding data transfer speed, users can send 
both large images and Full HD video files swiftly and without delay. The NX1 is also the world’s first Bluetooth 
equipped CSC, further boosting Samsung’s Smart Camera offering and ensuring users are always connected 
for easy pairing and quick transfer times with smartphones and tablets.

for more information www.samsung.com

www.samyang.co.uk
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F111C: Last chance to see 
the PIG flying

photo by: 
Mark Jessop & Peter Chrismas
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F111C: Last chance to see 
the PIG flying
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Close to four years ago the Royal Australian Air 
Force retired their main strike weapon after 37 
years of solid service. The F-111C was much loved by 
the Australian public for its “dump and burn” which 
it performed at most big public displays . 

The last public display was at RAAF Williamtown, 
north of Newcastle NSW. The highlight was watching 
to go around into “dump and burn”. With only a few 
feet left to touch down full power was hit and the 
fuel dump valve opened! Instantly a 50m fireball 
launched the aircraft back into the air and out of 
there. The smiles on the faces knew this was the 
last time but what a way too go. 

With all public interest in the “Pig”, as it was known 
downunder the RAAF, put in a media day one week 
before the final flight at RAAF Amberley west of 
Brisbane QLD. There was over 60 media people 

there to record this rare chance to get very close 
to flying operations. 
For me I knew I couldn’t make the final flight day so 
this was it for me, walking around up close to my 
favorite fast jet for the last time gave me goose 
bumps all day. There will never be another jet that 
really pushed so many new ideas and technologies 
at once and after a rough start she served Australia 
very well. 

I would like to thank the RAAF Media team for letting 
us get up close and personal in the final days.

by Mark Jessop
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sam chui
when passion and devotion drive to the top!
samchuiphotos.com
interview by Carlo Dedoni

Thai Airways’ Boeing 747-400 in retro livery
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ph. by Sam Chui

https://www.facebook.com/SpottersMagazine
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How did you begin your career as an aircraft 
spotter? 
I started in the early 1990s when I was in Junior high 
school in Hong Kong watching countless landing at Kai Tak! 
Later on I got my 1st SLR camera and start photographing 
every plane movement in Sydney, Australia. 

I read that you love being in the air, you’ve traveled 
a lot, let’s talk us about an experience you remember 
with particular pleasure. 
I have flown 1200 times and I enjoyed every single flight 
that took me in the air! Flying Supersonically on Concorde 
on 17 April 2013 from New York to London. I flew it with 
the BA chief Concorde pilot Mike Bannister. We flew at 
58,000 feet at Mach 2.0, faster and higher than any 
planes over the Atlantic in 3 hours 18 minutes! Another 
great one was on the inaugural Airbus A380 commercial 
flight with Singapore Airlines from Sydney to Singapore. 
I have the good fortune to sit in Suites Class 3A to be 
part of the amazing launch event on 26 October 2007. 

What kind of camera equipment you use now for 
your work? 
I use a Nikon D800 camera. 

If I asked you what you should never miss in the 
backpack of a spotter, what would you say? 
A camera to capture the right moment. 

What, if any, are the challenges and difficulties of 
this type of activity? 
Getting a good photograph at the right time, right spot 
and right weather is always an ongoing challenge but 
also very rewarding. It is getting far more common 
to photograph aviation subjects these days with the 
advance of digital cameras. Access and security may be 
of concern. 

An advice for the newcomers of aircraft spotting... 
Have faith, a workable goal and being consistent, patient 
and keep trying and discovering. 

What do you think makes a perfect picture? 
I really don’t have an exact answer to that. In front of 
the critics, a picture always have minor flaws. However, 
one should be proud of their pictures, a picture give the 
greatest level of satisfaction and accomplishment is a 
perfect picture to me. 

You made several books and you become a valued 
photographer worldwide, what do you think brought 
you so far? 
It has always been a hobby for me, I was never employed 
professionally as a photographer as I have a day job 
in the financial market investments. The book series 
«Air» was born as a result of my passion and devotion 
to aviation. It is very rewarding to have came up with 3 
books and it has broadened my horizon a lot. The books 
helped me to connect with more like minded people and 
allows more connections around the globe. 

What are your next projects? 
A book feature solely on the Queen of the skies, Boeing 747. 

Q&A British Airways Boeing 747-400

British Airways Boeing 777-300ER
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Qantas’s Boeing 767 takes off when an Emirates A380 is taxiing

London Heathrow overview

Aer Lingus Airbus A330-200
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Singapore Airlines’ Boeing 747-400 take off
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Elisabetta Puggioni
Lady Spotter

Italian Air Force’s Airbus ACJ319 Nordstar’s Boeing 737-800NG

Boeing E-3 Sentry
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Olympus E-3
The Olympus E-3 was until 2010 Olympus Corporation’s 
flagship camera, positioned as a professional DSLR camera. 
It is the successor to the Olympus E-1, which was launched 
in November 2003. The E-3, originally codenamed Olympus 
E-P1, was announced on 17 October 2007. The E-3, like the 
other cameras in the Olympus E-series, conforms to the Four 
Thirds system. It was succeeded in 2010 by the Olympus E-5 
professional DSLR flagship camera.

Olympus E-520
Announced in May 2008 to succeed the E-510, the E-520 
adds face detection technology, auto focus live preview, 
wireless flash capability and shadow adjustment techno-
logy. It also features a slightly larger LCD screen designed 
to improve contrast and give a wider angle of viewing and 
a faster continuous shooting speed. The E-520 body and 
lens mount conform to the “Four Thirds System” standard, 
providing compatibility with other lenses for that system.
The E-520 uses Olympus’ Supersonic Wave Filter dust 
reduction system to shake dust from the sensor during 
startup and when requested by the user. This system 
largely eliminates the problem of dust accumulation on the 
surface of the image sensor.

Zuiko Lens ED 70-300mm f4.0-5.6
Covering field of view to 600mm (35mm equivalent), this 
high mobility super-telephoto zoom lens weighs only 620 
grams. Also, this lens incorporates three ED (Extra-low 
Dispersion) lens elements to offer sharper, higher-contrast 
imaging performance.

Spotter’s Stuff

A German Air Force’s Eurofighter Typhoon celebrates the German vicotry of FIFA World Cup

https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/114537961390698563474/114537961390698563474/posts
https://www.facebook.com/SpottersMagazine
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How did you become a lady-spotter?

I love aircraft since my childhood, they were a part of my life because my father served as 
airman in Italian Air Force. But I began to take photos some years ago with my boyfriend Carlo 
who is a spotter more expert than me. In a first moment I was interested only in military aviation, 
my real passion, but I gradually started to take shots to civil aircraft too. I like especially 
colorful liveries. 

What is you favorite aircraft?

Definitely Panavia Tornado. I’ve always liked Tornado, awesome design, great soud, big 
emotions! I have to admit that I also like bigger aircraft like military cargo planes, old civil 
widebodies and very noisy aircraft (as opposed to those who live close to airports)!
 
What is you spotting related dream?

Maho Beach! It’s the dream of every spotter, I guess. Personally I find fascinating the combination 
that arises from a beautiful beach and an airport with heavy traffic. A real dream place for 
enthusiasts! I hope to visit soon Saint Marteen!

Spotting might seem a typically male activity. How do you live this hobby?

Very well. There are more things that unite us than those that make us different, does not matter 
to be men or women, we all love airplanes and we all love to photograph them! I consider myself 
an apprentice spotter, and I know many lady-spotters who take stunning shots, and they are a 
source of inspiration for me
 
What about your photographic equipment?

I started to take photos with a old Fujifilm bridge camera, but the real quantum leap was when I 
started to use an Olympus E-520 reflex camera, the quality of photos immediately and spotting 
became more easy for me. Actually I use an Olympus E-3 with a Zuiko 70-300 lens.

Alitalia’s Airbus A330-200 with SkyTeam livery

Smartwing’s Airbus A320-200 Private Embraer Legacy 600
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Alitalia’s Airbus A330-200 with SkyTeam livery

Private Embraer Legacy 600 Meridiana’s McDonnell Douglas MD82



Neos’ Boeing 737-800NGFrecce Tricolori’s (Italian Air Force) Aermacchi MB-339PAN
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Alitalia’s Airbus A330-200 “Calabria” special livery



Switzerland - Air Force
Eurocopter TH05 (EC-135P-2+)

Spotters Magazine    23

Private Gulfstream G450

Danish Air Transport McDonnell Douglas MD83

German Air Force’s Panavia PA200 Tornado IDS “Arctic Tiger”
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air 14 Payerne

Dassault Mirage IIIDS

2014 was an important year for the Swiss 
Air Force. In fact, this year Switzerland ce-
lebrates the 100th anniversary of the Swiss 
Luftwaffe , 50 years of the Patrouille Suisse 
and 25 years of PC-7 Team.
A great event celebrated this historical 
achievements: AIR14 PAYERNE. A successful 
airshow took place in Payerne, in the west 
side of the country, during two weekends: 
the last of August and the first of Septem-
ber. 
With an impressive flight display followed 
by a large crowd of people coming from all 
over Europe, the two weekends of air show 
were the best way to celebrate 100 years of 
Swiss Military Aviation and the jubilees of the 
acrobatic squadrons. 
In 184 displays, pilots from all over the world 
flew a grand total of 50 hours during the 
two AIR14 weekends and the much-visited 
training days in-between. 
“It was simply magical” says the director of 
AIR14, General Staff Colonel Ian Logan. “We 
wanted to pay tribute to our aviation history 
and I believe we’ve done so spectacularly.”
At least 2,000 military personnel, mostly 
militia, were on duty on every flight day. 
Ian Logan especially thanked the many 
volunteers and civilian services: they helped 
ensure the success of AIR14 in numerous 
ways. The volunteers alone contributed over 
4,800 working days.
Most visitors arrived by car. The final count 
is 81,200 vehicles in AIR14 parking during 
the entire event. Close to 75,000 people 
travelled by train. 
According to SBB spokesman Frédéric 
Revaz, the SBB used 138 chartered trains 
and added extra coaches in order to 
accommodate more passengers. The AIR14 
organizers are very proud of the fact that 
15’000 bicycles found their way to AIR14.
This real succefull celebration were closed 
with a special exhibition: the AIR14 was con-
cluded with 24 Swiss Air Force ‘s F-5 Tigers 
forming the number “100” in Payerne’s sky. 

by Carlo Dedoni
ph. Riccardo Zanzottera
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France - Air Force Dassault Rafale C thundertiger special color NTM2014

Supermarine Spitfire MkVIIIHawker Hunter
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Dassault Mirage IIIDS

General Dynamics F-16AM Flighting Falcon Netherlands-Royal Air Force

RAF TyphoonSupermarine Spitfire MkVIII
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F4u-4 Corsair
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This report was made 
with Nikon camera and 
lenses
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Fursan Aermacchi MB-339Various Swiss AF

Saab JAS-39 Gripen  Swedish AF
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General Dynamics F-16AM Flighting Falcon Netherlands Royal Air Force

General Dynamics F-16AM Flighting Falcon Netherlands Royal Air Force Belgian Elicopter
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Rome Ciampino
spotting guide

by Riccardo Malpica Galassi

https://www.facebook.com/SpottersMagazine
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/114537961390698563474/114537961390698563474/posts
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Al Anwa Aviation’s Boeing 727-200 Adv
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Rome Ciampino can be definitely considered a city airport. Located 
a bunch of meters outside the city ring alongside Via Appia, one 
of the most important roman roads of the ancient republic, the 
airport is overlooked by the beautiful Castelli Romani, a number 
of small towns (incuding Castelgandolfo, summer residence of the 
Pope) built on the ancient volcanic area of lake Albano. 
I strongly recommend every Ryanair or Wizzair passenger fliying 
to Rome Ciampino to take a seat on the right side of the airplane: 
they will enjoy one of the best breathtaking views of their life. 
Whichever is the runway in use, the airplane will almost certainly 
overfly the city of Rome at very low altitudes, while descending 
towards the runway, leaving on its right all the main city attrac-
tion, Colosseo above all. 

Rome Ciampino was built in 1916 and its layout is remained almost 
unchanged during time, with just one runway in the northwest-
southeast direction (15/33). The scheduled traffic is mainly of 
passenger type. There are only two carriers flying in and out 
Ciampino: Ryanair, home-based, and Wizzair with less destinations. 
Cargo traffic is limited at an average of three flights per day by 
UPS, DHL and TNT, usually arriving and departing at night. The 
interesting movements of this airport are doubtless the non-
scheduled and military ones. Ciampino is base of the 31st storm of 
Italian Aeronautica Militare, which is in charge of VIP transports, 
health and humanitarian flights, with 14 aircrafts and helicopters, 
including 3 Airbus 319CJ. Furthermore, almost all the VIP flights 
arriving in Rome land in Ciampino: a great variety of aircrafts 
and liveries can be spotted, unfortunately without any notice. This 
means that a spotting day in Ciampino could end up in 20 Ryanair’s 
Boeing 737 or in a Qatar Airbus 340-500 and a private Boeing 
727. The chances for VIP flights obviously raise when events or 
meetings happen to take place in Rome.

From a photographer point of view, Ciampino offers some very 
good spots. Keep always in mind that Ciampino is a military airport 
(actually it isn’t classified as military anymore, but it is still home 
of the 31st storm thus armed soldiers patrol the perimeter fences. 
And they are not friendly at all). Photography is not officially 
allowed. This gives you two options: the first one is to get as far 
as possible from the airport fences, in places unlikely to be seen 
from the airport. Examples are the Hotel Palacavicchi parking 
(good for 15 afternoon arrivals) or the ancient Via Appia (suitable 
for 15 departures and 33 arrivals during afternoons). This option 
requires a long telephoto lens, at least. The second option is to 
wait in your car in a place far enough from the fence, possibly 
hidden, then show up just for the time necessary to take your 
pictures. Pretty much like a touch and go. The Hotel Palacavicchi 
parking is quite good for this: when the aircraft is in short final, 
it’s sufficient to walk some meters on Via di Ciampino in order to 
get closer to the action, take your pictures and then go back to 
the car. A more risky point is on the side of the railway line, abeam 
Runway 15 threshold. “Touch and go” technique definitely required 
here. This point offers a great view over the fence for 15 arrivals 
and departures during morning.

US Air Force’sBoeing C-32A

Colombian Air Force’s Boeing KC-767

Tulpar Air’s Yakovlev Yak-42D
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THIS REPORT WAS MADE WITH CANON 
CAMERA AND LENSES

Volga-Dnepr Airlines’ Ilyushin Il-76TD-90VD

Saudi Arabian Royal Flight Boeing 747SP



36   Spotters Magazine

australia

new zealand

coming soon...
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Melbourne airport
Photo by William Reid

Boeing 777-319ER Air New Zealand
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Airbus A320-232 Tigerair 

Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner Royal Brunei

Boeing 737-838W Qantas 

A: Operation Road, Viewing Area (Great for 34/16 Depatures 
and 34 Arrivals)
B: Sunbury Road, Viewing Area (Great for 16 Arrivals)
C:Mansfield Road, (Great for 9/27 Arrivals and Departures)
D: Sunbury Road, (Great for 27 Arrivals)
E: Emergency Entrance A, (Great rwy 16 arrivals and departure)
F: Operation Road end of rwy 34 (Great for 34 arrivals)
G: Car Park (great for a difference angle, but you have to pay 
for parking if you live local don’t worry if your staying at one 
of the nearest hotels)

My name is William Reid I’m a Photographer based in Melbou-
rne, Australia. Most of my photos are from my local major 
airport which is Tullamarine Airport or Melbourne Internatio-
nal (YMML/MEL). I do travel to other local regional airports 
that hardly get attention around Victoria e.g. Bendigo, Lilydale, 
Ballarat. I also will be starting to travel to other countries 
for airshows, but I will never miss 2 airshows that are near 
me every Point Cook which is the world oldest active base in 
the world even though its not used as an Air Force base any 
more its still owned by the government and Royal Australian 
Air Force (RAAF). The other Air Show is Avalon or Australian 
International Air Show which is held at Avalon Airport and the 
Largest airshow in Australia as its also an Trade show as well. 

EQUPIMENT USED: Canon 7D DSLR, Sigma 150-500 5.4-6.3 
Lense and Tamron 24-75 2.8 Lense 

About William Reid

Map for Melbourne Airport, Victoria 
Australia (YMML/MEL)

De Havilland Canada DHC-8-402 Qantas
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Boeing 777-2D7ER Thai AirwaysAirbus A320-232 Tigerair 
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new york
by night!

by Misael Ocasio Hernandez

Virgin Atlantic’s Boeing 747-400
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British Airways’ Boeing 747-400
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Cathay Pacific’s Boeing 777-300ER
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KLM’s Boeing 747-400

LAN Airlines’ Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner Boeing 747-400LCF “Dreamlifter”
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It is said that New York at night is a sight to see at least 
once in your life...

We have asked our friend Misael Ocasio Hernandes to let 
us see New York by night from the spotter’s point of view. 
Here, then, is the New York JFK International Airport at 
night.
In the middle of the night, lights, suffused colors and 
shadows create a fascinating show in one of the busiest 
airports in the world. A sight to see at least once in your 
life!

by Carlo Dedoni

This report was made with 
Canon EOS Rebel T3I camera 
Canon 70-300 IS lens 

Boeing 747-400LCF “Dreamlifter”



50   Spotters Magazine

“Air3” is the third in book series “Air”, born as a result of Sam Chui’s pas-
sion and devotion to aviation. With a stunning overview of some of the most 
interesting and exotic places in the world, Sam Chui drive us in distant and 
often unknown lands, showing the destinations of his journeys through an 
original and never boring point of view: aviation. Aviation writer Charles 
Kennedy contributes with rich and detailed essays on the subjects of Sam’s 
camera lens, completing a work exceptionally interesting, that goes far 
beyond the simple photobook.
As the previous books of the the Air series, this new issue maintains Sam 
Chui’s aviation photography trademark of using cameraship helicopters to 
photograph airliners in action, but also takes the reader on aviation safaris 
from the Arctic to the Antarctic, from vintage hardware to the latest first 
class products.
Sam Chui’s wonderful photos, always narrowly detailed and able to tell a 
story in a single click, show us features and characteristics of the journey 
that many of us could only imagine. The beauty of the journey, and in 
particular air travel, the human aspect that emerges from the smiles and 
the glances of the crews, but also the colors, the nuances and the details 
make this book a perfect third millennium travel diary. 
Our advice is to read Air3 flipping the pages slowly, appreciating every 
single photo and scrolling texts, always pleasurable, accurate and never 
wordy.
Published by Hong Kong’s Pixelium Company, Air3 is a 144 page soft-
back book with 210×257 mm format. It is on sale through the website 
SamChuiPhotos.com and some authorized dealers worldwide which will be 
found checking the website.

“Air3” review by Carlo Dedoni
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The Taktisches Luftwaffengeschwader 33 
(TaktLwG 33)

Report by Ludo Kloek

https://www.facebook.com/SpottersMagazine
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/114537961390698563474/114537961390698563474/posts
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The Taktisches Luftwaffengeschwader 33 
(TaktLwG 33)
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History:

The Taktisches Luftwaffengeschwader 33 (TaktLwG 33) is located in Büchel near Cochem. The unit which was formerly known as 
Jagdbombergeschwader 33 (JaBoG 33) converted from the F-104G Starfighter to the Panavia Tornado IDS in 1985. They still have 
some 46 Tornado aircraft in service well into 2025, capable of delivering nuclear weapons This Tornado which flew for the first time 
in 1974 is in progress of receiving its latest update. Bringing them all to the ASSTA (Avionics System Software Tornado Ada) 
3.1 soft- & hardware level.
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Spotting:
Spotting around this base is not difficult, but is challenging. Due to 
the terrain around the base. Reading numbers is almost impossible. 
The airfield and its shelters are out of sight from the most used 
spottersplaces. You have to get close to the fence to read some 
numbers. Something they do not like at all.
Spotting away from the fence is no problem. The southside is the 
most versatile place to spot aircraft during take-off and landing.

Northside:
With winds from the South, runway 21 is in use. You park your car at 
the following coordinates (50°11’18.74”N, 7°4’17.21”E). A agricultural 
paved road.
Morning: Spot 3 & 4
Walk towards spot 3, 4 to get a good view of the aircraft during lan-
ding. Spot 4 is slightly lower as spot 3. Not ideal for taking pictures.
Afternoon: Spot 1 & 2
Walk towards spot 1 or spot 2. Spot 1 you do not need many mm’s to 
take pictures. The aircraft will be very close (about 60 meters). Its a 
fact that you only tend to see the underside, which is a disadvantage. 
It is better to position yourself on spot 2, the bridge over the road. 
You need some more mm’s for a full frame picture. But the view is 
more elevated.

Southside:
With winds from the North, runway 05 is in use. You park your car at 
the following coordinates (50°9’16.11”N, 7°3’10.80”E or 50°9’16.87”N, 
7°3’0.24”E ). A agricultural paved road.
Morning: Spot 1,2 & 3
From parking spot P1 near the forrest, turn to your left and follow 
the fence parallel with the landing lights towards spot 1. You should 
see these lights on your left side. Aircraft can be photographed here 
during landing. Some are high but mostly they are pretty low already. 
For spot 2 park your car at parking P2, or walks towards it from P1. 
Walk straight on towards spot 2. There is a hunters hide out (little 
tower) which is the best place for landing or take-off shots. If you 
want to get closer towards the fence. Then turn right at spot 2, take 
the first left, and at the intersection another left. And you will come 
accross another hunters hide out near the fence. But being in plein 
view of the base securtity guards, near the fence, is not recommen-
ded.
Afternoon: Spot 4
From parking P1 turn immediatly left onto the trail in the woods until 
a dirt road appears in front of you. Then turn right. You are now 
walking directly under the approach lights. Near the fence turn left 
into a meadow.  See red line on map. Should be fine for the rest of 
the afternoon.

Main entrance:
There are the follwing aircraft to be found:
Republic F-84 DC-319, Lockheed F-104G 21+67, Panavia Tornado IDS 
43+70
Barracks
Situated a distance away from the airbase in Cochem, following 
aircraft can be found:
Republic F-84 DC-101, Lockheed F-104G 25+33, Panavia Tornado IDS 
45+44
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by Stefano Frezzotti

https://www.facebook.com/SpottersMagazine
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/114537961390698563474/114537961390698563474/posts
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I was born in 1968 Verona, but actually I live in Milan. 
For twenty years I work in the farmaceutical field in Milan, 
but my great passion is photography. 
The aeronautical stuff are my favorite photographic 
subjects. 
Since 2005 I assiduously follow airshow and aviation 
events in Italy and Europe. 
Since 2008 I’m a Board member of the 68th 
Frecce Tricolori’s Club named Leonardo and based in Milan.

Actually I take my photos using a Nikon D300 with Nikkor 
70-300 and Sigma 15-500 and 18-200 lenses.
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Spotting at corfu’
ph Ennio Varani
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Spotting at corfu’

SATA Açores’ Airbus A320-200 
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Ellinair’s Boeing 737-300 TUIfly’s Boeing 737-800NG 

Backlight view of Boeing 737 Condor’s Airbus A320-200

Smartwings’s Boeing 737-800NG
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Ellinair’s Boeing 737-300 Travel Service’s Boeing 737-800NG
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Thomson’s Boeing 737-800NG
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Canon releases the EOS 7D Mark II

Five years after the original EOS 7D, Canon fans are finally greeted with an update 
in the form of the 7D MarkII. Though the sensor’s resolutions is the same as the 
70D (20.2MP), the company says that it is newly designed and improved. Borrowing 
from the 70D, the 7D Mark II get’s Canon Dual Pixel CMOS Af focusing system, for 
smooth AF during video recording, with improvements to speed. The big enhancement 
is in its focusing, with a new 65-point AF mechanism, all of which are cross type. 
The 7D Mark II uses the 1D X’s AI Servo AF III for improved subject tracking and 
face detection. Dual DIGIC 6 processors gives this camera more processing power 
than any other available EOS DSLR today, including the 1D X.
Other highlights include an iSO range of 100-25.600, shooting speed of 10fps and a 
buffer of 31 RAW images. The Mark II shoots Full HD 60fps video, had a headphone 
jack and can stream a clean video signal to an external recorder using HDMI. 
(Better Photography)

iOgrapher iPad Video Rig

Get a handle on your cinematic masterpiece making

If you think iPads are only good for watching movies and playing, think again. 
Now you can make movies like a pro with your iPad and the iOgrapher video rig.
The iOgrapher for iPad or iPad Mini is tough and durable with easy to hold 
handles so you won’t have to worry about dropping it when filming your real 
life fruit ninja exploits.
Turn your iPad into the ideal video shooting machine, with lots of mounts for 
accessories like tripods, pro quality microphones and lights. You can also easily 
attach any 37mm lens and/or filter, like the wide angle lens that comes with the 
iOgrapher!
Use the iOgrapher to capture the action from interesting angles with a better 
grip and no fear of your fingers getting in the shot. Or, mount it on a tripod so 
you can put your fingers and whole self in the shot.
Plus, you can make smooth panning shots of the peach and watermelon mess 
on your kitchen floor after the knives have been put away or better yet, film so-
mething (anything!) that doesn’t involve knives.

Lexar unveils fatest SD card

Keeping up with 4k’s foray into the imaging 
world, Lexar has introduced the new Pro-
fessional 2000x SDHC/SDHX UHS-II card, 
which has the world’s fastest read speed 
of 300mbps. It also features a SD UHS-II 
USB 3.0 reader for faster transfers. These 
cards would be ideal for cameras that can 
shoot 4k internally without needing any 
external recorder, like the Panasonic GH4 
and Samsung NX1.
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‘NEW’ MIG-21 FISHBEDS
 FOR CROATIA

report by Rob Hendricks

MiG-21bis ‘133’ taking off for another pre-handover testflight

MiG-21bis ‘131’ rolling out after a QRA T-scramble Back in position, ready for engine shut down

https://www.facebook.com/SpottersMagazine
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/114537961390698563474/114537961390698563474/posts
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‘NEW’ MIG-21 FISHBEDS
 FOR CROATIA

MiG-21bis ‘133’ waiting for its pilot to arrive

Colonel Ivan Selak performing pre-flight checks on MiG-21bis ‘133’
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On July 24th 2014 I had the opportunity to visit 91st Air Base Zagreb-Pleso with my family to see the 
recently delivered MiG-21bis Fishbeds of the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence. 

A morning with test pilot Colonel Ivan Selak
So there we were, Thursday morning, waiting at the gate of 91st Air Base Zagreb-Pleso for test pilot 
Colonel Ivan Selak. At exactly 8:30h we were welcomed at the gate by Colonel Ivan Selak and his 
colleague test pilot Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Huf. We entered the base and only five minutes later 
we stepped into a big hangar where six MiG-21’s and two Mi-171’s were parked. Here we heard two 
flights were scheduled for this morning, one with ‘133’ around ten o’clock, and one with ‘165’ at noon. 
Unfortunately we were not allowed to take pictures of the MiG-21’s inside the hanger. But we were 
allowed to sit in one of the MiG-21’s where we talked about the modifications on the ‘new’ Fishbeds. 
After a phone call, Selak told us the test flight with ‘133’ was delayed to eleven o’clock and the 
flight with ‘165’ was cancelled. The red/white coloured MiG-21UM had some oxygen problems on its 
previous flight, and the Ukrainian technicians were still busy solving this problem.
Colonel Selak tried to arrange a short visit to the QRA area, but as the QRA was on high alert for a 
T-scramble (training) we were not allowed to go there. Once or twice in two weeks the QRA performs 
a training sortie to stay well trained for real time action. After we visited the second hangar, where 
two stored MiG-21bis-D’s and three Mi-171’s were parked, we drove towards the small base museum 
where two MiG-21’s and two Mi-24 Hinds can be found. One of the MiG-21’s is the ‘102’, the aircraft 
in which Colonel Ivan Selak flew when he defected from Yugoslavia to Croatia in 1992. He proudly 
posed in front of ‘his’ aircraft with my son Damian. As it was still very early we went to Selaks office 
to have a drink, here Lt.Col. Robert Huf and Captain Maja Skrba (the ATC liaison of the Croatian Air 
Force and Air Defence at 91st Air Base Zagreb-Pleso) joined us. We talked about the history of the 
Croatian MiG-21’s, the local Air Traffic Control, the test flights Selak and Huf made in Odessa, Ukraine 
and about the Croatian Homeland War. Suddenly we heard the two MiG-21’s of the QRA taking off for 
their T-scramble. Selaks flight was delayed again so we had some spare time to see the arrival of 
the two QRA MiG’s. Lt.Col. Robert Huf found a nice place for us to take photo’s, on top of the old ATC 
tower. Here we stayed the rest of our visit.
Around twelve o’clock Col. Selak went to his aircraft (133) to perform the pre-flight checks. A few 
minutes later he taxied out (callsign Knight96) and took off in a very spectacular way by turning 
early into the training area. For the test flights a special training area is arranged east of Zagreb, 
close enough to the airfield to return in case of an emergency. Today’s mission was to test the ma-
noeuvrability of the MiG-21 during the 2nd stage afterburner. After a 30-minute flight Selak returned 
to the field and performed a nice low high speed pass for us, followed by a nice smooth landing. After 
a short debrief Colonel Selak joined us again and brought us back to the gate of the air base. This 
brought an end to an unforgettable morning with a true Homeland War hero.

Croatia’s Homeland War heroes
Colonel Ivan Selak, born on December 27th 1959 in Bjelovar, is a member of the Croatian Air Force 
and Air Defence since 1992 and fought in the Croatian Homeland War. During the war he was a MiG-21 
pilot with the 21st Squadron at  91st Air Base Zagreb-Pleso. Selak has the most combat missions of 
the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence during the Homeland War. After his Squadron Commander 
Colonel Rudolf Perešin was shot down during Operation ‘Flash’ on May 2nd 1995, Selak was asked to 
become the new Squadron Commander of the 21st Squadron. He rejected this offer out of respect 
for his Commander Perešin, who was still missing. At the end of the war, when the fate of Colonel 
Perešin was still unknown, Selak decided to become a test pilot in the Control Department of the 
Aeronautical Technical Institute. A job he still performs with a lot of love, pride and devotion. He 
was awarded with the Homeland War Memorial, Order of Prince Domagoj with a necklace, Homeland 
Gratitude Memorial and with medals for ‘The extraordinary undertakings’, operation ‘Flash’ and 
operation ‘Storm’.
Colonel Ivan Selak made his first solo flight as a MiG-21 pilot in 1981 with the Yugoslav Air Force. In 
the early stages of the Croatian Homeland War he was stationed at Željava Air Base, near Bihać, 
Yugoslavia. As he was born in the Croatian part of Yugoslavia he didn’t want to fight against his own 
people, so the first plans to flee to Croatia were made together with his colleague Col. Ivica Ivandić 
in mid 1991. Due to unforeseen circumstances the plans got delayed by almost a year. On October 5th 
1991 Col. Ivan Selak had suffered a plane crash at his home base Željava in which an UTVA-66 caught 
fire and two of his colleagues lost their lives. Selak was the only survivor of the crash and had to 
recover from his injuries for months. In March 1992 he finally received the approval to fly again. 
The first Croatian runaway pilot from the Yugoslav Air Force was Rudolf Perešin who fled with his 
MiG-21 from Željava Air Base to Klagenfurt, Austria on October 25th 1991. He was followed by his 
colleague Danijel Borović who brought Croatia their first supersonic combat aircraft, the MiG-21bis, 
when he fled to Croatia in February 1992. The moment of decision came on May 15th 1992, when a 
flight of four pairs were scheduled for a training flight. At first Selak wasn’t scheduled for the flight, 
but when one of his colleagues dropped out due to health problems a decisive moment occurred. On 
this day Colonel Ivan Selak and Colonel Ivica Ivandić both flying for the 124lae took off from Željava 
Air Base for their moment of truth. After circling around Serbia the radio call finally came and Ivandic 

Final checks, ‘Knight96’ ready for taxi

Colonel Selak turns his jet into the test area immediately after take off
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set course to Split where he safely landed his MiG-21bis. Moments later Selak separated from his 
formation and flew towards his homeland where he safely landed at Zagreb-Pleso Airport.
Both MiG-21’s received a special nickname after they entered service with the Croatian Air Force 
and Air Defence in 1992. The MiG-21bis in which Selak flew had Yugoslav AF serial 17235, which 
later became ‘102’ within the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence. It received nickname ‘Osvetnik 
Dubrovnika’ (Avenger of Dubrovnik) in memory of the city Dubrovnik which was heavily damaged 
by Serbian air and artillery strikes. The ‘102’ served with the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence 
during the Homeland War and was withdrawn from use in 2004. Nowadays it is preserved at the 
base museum of 91st Air Base Zagreb-Pleso. The MiG-21bis in which Col. Ivica Ivandić flew during 
the escape mission on May 15th 1992 had Yugoslav AF serial 17167, which later became ‘103’ with 
the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence. It received nickname ‘Osvetnik Vukovara’ (Avenger of 
Vukovar), to commemorate the attacks on the city of Vukovar. The fate of the ‘103’ is much sadder, 
it was shot down by Serbian Air Defence missiles in Vrginmost on its way back to Croatia on 
September 14th 1993 in which Colonel Miroslav Peris sadly lost his life.

Mismanagement or just bad luck
The Croatian Air Force and Air Defence received its first MiG-21 on February 4th 1992 when 
Danijel Borović defected from Željava Air Base to Pula in a Yugoslav AF Fishbed, followed by two 
others on May 15th 1992. These three were the only former Yugoslav AF MiG-21’s that ever flew 
for the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence. In 1994 a total of 23 MiG-21bis’ and 8 MiG-21UM’s were 
purchased by Croatia from the Ukraine. About 25 former Soviet AF jets were quickly restored to 
airworthy condition to equip two squadrons. By the end of the war all MiG’s were delivered. During 
the Homeland War Croatia lost four MiG-21’s, two former Yugoslav AF jets and two of the former 
Soviet AF jets purchased in the Ukraine.
In 1999 when military threat was at low level for Croatia the air force started talks with Romanian 
and Israeli firms to upgrade their 24 MiG-21’s to ‘Lancer 3’ standard. By the end of 2002 all MiG-
21’s were reaching the end of their service lives, so the decision came to overhaul and upgrade 
a squadron of twelve older aircraft by Aerostar in Romania, followed by a second squadron of 
younger airframes. Not only to extent the service lives, but also to make them compatible for NATO 
systems. A total of eight single-seat and four two-seat aircraft were overhauled in Romania, re-
ceiving a new designation, MiG-21bis-D and MiG-21UMD. By the time the first squadron arrived back 
in Croatia no further actions were taken to overhaul the second squadron. The younger airframes 
ended up in storage areas at 91st Air Base Zagreb-Pleso and Velika Gorica. So the decision to start 
with the older airframes first was not really fortunate.
The twelve overhauled MiG-21’s were supposed to remain in service until late 2011, so in 2008 
Croatia started looking for a successor. Plans to acquire ‘new’ fighters came to a hold in late 2010 
due to the global economic crisis which also affected Croatia. In June 2013, after various offers 
(Luftwaffe F-4’s, Swedish Gripens, USAF and RNLAF F-16’s and even former Hungarian MiG-29’s and 
French Mirage F.1’s) the Ministry of Defence finally announced the Ukrainian firm Ukrspetsexport 
(Ukrainian Special Export) will upgrade eight single-seat and four two-seat MiG-21’s. Seven of 
these will be refurbished Croatian airframes and the five remaining will be ‘new’ aircraft. The 
latter were supposed to go to Yemen, but were never delivered and were stored at Odessa airfield 
for several years.

Croatian Fishbeds, the story continues
So another overhaul lays ahead in which the service life of the airframes will be extended again 
and new navigation- and communication equipment will be installed. The few airworthy MiG-21’s left 
in Croatia’s inventory were set to be out of flying hours in November 2013. The first overhauled 
MiG-21’s were expected to return to Croatia in October 2013, but problems with the nav/com 
system set the delivery date back to December 2013. In November Colonel Ivan Selak finally 
began test flights with the new/overhauled MiG-21’s at Odessa airfield in Ukraine. While the initial 
problems in Odessa were technical, political problems intervened when Russian forces annexed 
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula. The political problems grew out over the entire Ukraine eastern 
border, which started a war between Ukraine and pro-Russian rebels which are supported by 
Moscow.
Finally on April 12th 2014 the first ‘new’ MiG-21 arrived at 91st Air Base Zagreb-Pleso by road. 
Followed by a team of Ukrainian technicians in order to reassemble the MiG’s and prepare them 
for the final test phase and the handover. The overhauled MiG-21’s, now designated as MiG-21bis 
and MiG-21UM (no longer as bis-D or UMD) received a new NATO style grey color scheme and low 
visibility insignia. In June 2014 the first two ‘new’ MiG-21’s (131 and 135) were handed over after 
multiple test flights done by test pilots Col. Ivan Selak and Lt.Col. Robert Huf. Now the ‘new’ MiG’s 
could finally take over the QRA task from the last two remaining bis-D models (121 and 122). During 
our visit on July 24th seven overhauled MiG-21’s were delivered at 91st Air Base Zagreb-Pleso. The 
last five are expected later this year, but that still depends on the situation in the Ukraine, as no 
test flights can be made from Odessa airfield. It is still too dangerous to travel to Ukraine and to 
perform test flights. Every week aircraft are shot down by the pro-Russian rebels. These rebels 
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don’t care whether it’s a military, foreign military or a civilian aircraft, as we saw with flight MH17 of 
Malaysian Airlines, which cost 298 innocent lives.

Test phase far from uneventful
In May 2014 Colonel Ivan Selak saw death in the eyes when he made a test flight with MiG-21 ‘134’. 
When climbing to FL390 (13km) and breaking the sound barrier he heard an explosion and saw smoke 
in the cockpit. Selak immediately shut down the engine and his MiG-21 started falling to the earth. 
He turned his aircraft in the direction of an unpopulated area and began the procedure to start the 
engine again. At FL180 (6km) he succeeded and began his descent into 91st Air Base Zagreb-Pleso 
where he safely landed his MiG-21.
The last MiG-21bis-D (no. 121) in operational service with the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence was 
less fortunate on August 5th 2014. While returning from the Croatian openday held at 93rd Air Base 
Zadar-Zemunik the first and second hydraulic system failed. The pilot, Colonel Stanko Hrzenjak, was 
unable to lower the right main gear, so he made some holding patterns to use as much fuel as possi-
ble, and tried to extract the right main gear a few times without success. In the last pattern he used 
the emergency air pressure system to lower his gear, which worked, but seconds later his wingman 
reported his engine was on fire. Hrzenjak turned away from the populated area and safely ejected at 
only 600ft. The MiG-21 crashed in a field in the village of Lomnica near Velika Gorica, just 2km south 
of the runway of 91st Air Base Zagreb-Pleso.

MiG-21’s in Croatian Air Force and Air Defence inventory (as of August 2014)

116 c/n 75057500 MiG-21bis ex Soviet AF, ex Ukraine AF, delivered in 1994, overhauled by Aerostar in 
2003, currently in overhaul in Odessa, waiting for delivery

117 c/n 75092923 MiG-21bis ex Soviet AF, ex Ukraine AF, delivered in 1994, overhauled by Aerostar in 
2003, currently in overhaul in Odessa, waiting for delivery

118 c/n 75092905 MiG-21bis ex Soviet AF, ex Ukraine AF, delivered in 1994, currently in overhaul in 
Odessa, waiting for delivery

131 c/n 75038327 MiG-21bis ex Algerian AF, ex 2234 Yemen AF, delivered in 2014, currently operatio-
nal with Croatian Air Force and Air Defence

132 c/n 75038147 MiG-21bis ex Algerian AF, ex 2230 Yemen AF, delivered in 2014, currently in test 
phase at 91st AB Zagreb-Pleso, waiting for acceptance

133 c/n 75036406 MiG-21bis ex Algerian AF, ex 2236 Yemen AF, delivered in 2014, currently 
operational with Croatian Air Force and Air Defence

134 c/n 75038399 MiG-21bis ex FA-92 Algerian AF, ex 2235 Yemen AF, delivered in 2014, curren-
tly in test phase at 91st AB Zagreb-Pleso, waiting for acceptance

135 c/n 75038314 MiG-21bis ex FA-96 Algerian AF, ex 2233 Yemen AF, delivered in 2014, currently 
operational with Croatian Air Force and Air Defence

164 c/n 516969001 MiG-21UM ex Soviet AF, ex Ukraine AF, delivered around 1994/1995, 
overhauled by Aerostar in 2003, currently in test phase at 91st AB Zagreb-Pleso AB, waiting for 
acceptance

165 c/n 516911036 MiG-21UM ex Soviet AF, ex Ukraine AF, delivered around 1994/1995, overhauled 
by Aerostar in 2003, currently operational with Croatian Air Force and Air Defence, red/white c/s

166 c/n 516951031 MiG-21UM ex Soviet AF, ex Ukraine AF, delivered around 1994/1995, overhauled 
by Aerostar in 2003, currently in overhaul in Odessa, waiting for delivery

167 c/n 516987091 MiG-21UM ex Soviet AF, ex Ukraine AF, delivered around 1994/1995, overhauled 
by Aerostar in 2003, currently in overhaul in Odessa, waiting for delivery

Many thanks go out to Colonel Ivan Selak, Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Huf and Captain Maja Skrba.

Rob and his son Damian in MiG-21bis ‘133’
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Rob and his son Damian in MiG-21bis ‘133’
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Tricolor  Emotions @ RIAT 2014
photo by Jean - Paul Lardinois

Piaggio P-166C

Piaggio P-180 Hercules C-130J

https://www.facebook.com/SpottersMagazine
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/114537961390698563474/114537961390698563474/posts
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Tricolor  Emotions @ RIAT 2014

Hercules C-130J

EF-2000A Typhoon 

AMX Ghibli

Panavia Tornado IDS
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Alenia C-27J

EF-2000A Typhoon AMX Ghibli
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PAN Pattuglia Acrobatica Nazionale

AMX Ghibli Frecce Tricolori



82   Spotters Magazine

After several mounths of rumors, the D750 is 
finally here! While it succeeds the Nikon D700, the 
camera is really a cross between the high-end 
D810 and the D610.
The 24MP camera borrows the Expeed 4 image 
processor, metering system and 51-point autofocus 
sensor from the D810, squeezing them into a body 
almost identical to the D610. Additionally, the 
D750 is the first full frame camera from Nikon 
to include 1,2 million dot 3.2-inch tilting the LCD 
and WiFi. The ISO setting range from 100-12800 
(50-51.200 expandable). The camera has Full HD 
video recording at up to 60fps. It also inherits 
the praised video features of the D810, like Power 
Aperture (which ensures smooth transitions when 
you change the aperture value fly) and Exposure 
Smoothing ( which helps create balanced exposure 
transitions when shooting time-lapse videos).
The camera will be available with the Nikkor
AF-24-120mm f/4 VR G lens.

Nikon D750 a fitting  successor to the D700

Sony announces the Portable a5100 at photokina

The Sony a5100 has a compact design that resembles 
the NEX-3N and NEX-5T cameras, but on the inside it 
is very similar to the a6000.
It comes equipped with 24MP CMOS sensor, Bionz 
X processor, and Wi-Fi with NFC, amongst other 
features. However , the a5100 possesses one 
feature that is absent in the a6000, and that is the 
ability to simultaneously record two different video 
file format. The camera canshoot 10880/60p Full 
HD video in both AVCHD and XAVC-S formats.
Other major features in the a5100 are its hybrid 
autofocus system, where the number of phase 
detenction points have been increased from 99 to 
179.

Zeiss realases the Much Awaited 
Otus 85mm

The Zeiss Otus 85mm f/1,4 APO Planar T lens adds to the company’s 
acclaimend Otus range of lenses.
Officially launched at photokina, the lens is based on the Planas design 
and used 11 elements in nine groups and anomalous partial dispersion 
glass to achieve apochromatic correction.
The lens is priced at USD 4490.

Sigma announces two 
versions of the same lenses

Sigma as announced two versions of 
the 150-600mm f/5-6.3 DG OS HSM 
lens-Sport and Contemporary.
The two lenses are an update of the 
150-500 f/5-6.3 lens. To minimize 
chromatic aberrations, the Sport 
lens used two FLD and three SLD 
elements, while the Contemporary 
lens only uses one FLD element and 
three SLD elements. The Sport version 
is supposed to be dustproof and 
waterproof. Sigma also released a 
new superzoom 18-300mm designed 
for APS-C cameras and two new 
teleconverters- the TC-1401 and the 
TC-2001, which extends the range by 
1.4 and 2x respectively.

SanDisk’s 512 GB SD Card

SanDisk  has announced the world’s highest capacity 512GB card, the SanDisk Extreme PRO SDXC UHS-I for 
photographers and videographers. This new card features write speeds of up to 90MB/s and transfer speed of up 
to 95MB/s. With 4K bursting on scene, this card is geared for that. The card will be able to deliver the speed and 
capacity required to support 4K Ultra HD videos.
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Air Show Photography Lens Choices

Airshow photography includes basically two types of images: one is that of airplanes 
on display on the ground and the other of airplanes doing stunts in midair.

To photograph airplanes on display on the ground wide angle lens, preferably a 
zoom in the range of 24mm – 70mm is ideal assuming you are shooting with a full 
frame camera. 
For crop sensor DSLR cameras an 18mm – 55mm will be better suited for the job. 
Do not go still wider lenses due to perspective distortions, but if used creatively 
such distortions caused by extreme wide angle lenses can produce some amazing 
results.

For photographing of aircrafts in flight we’ll need tele photo zoom lenses, 
preferably in the range of 100mm – 400mm. The ability to zoom allows you the 
flexibility to use a lens of long focal length to capture an image of a single aircraft 
or zoom back to capture multiple aircrafts or a display team.

Camera Settings for Air Show Photography

Aperture Priority mode (AV) or Shutter Priority (TV)

During an airshow lighting conditions can change quickly, with such fast action taking place, while you 
are after aspects like focus, framing and composition rather than exposure. So it is best to use semi 
automatic shooting modes such as aperture priority or shutter priority as the shooting mode.

For photographing planes on display on the ground using wide angle lenses, use f/8 or f/11 at the 
minimum to attain acceptable depth of field. For shooting air crafts in flight using tele photo lenses,   
f/5.6 gives you the best combination of ISO, Shutter Speed and Depth.

AI Servo / AF (C) Focusing Mode

Turn auto focus on and switch to AI Servo (Canon) and AF (c) (Nikon); this mode allows you to track 
moving subjects and keep them in focus when the shutter is released. For greater control use Back 
Button Focusing which allows you to use your shutter release button independent of focus.

Shoot RAW

Shooting in RAW will negatively affect your frame rate, but will give you a lot of leeway while correc-
ting any exposure or white balance errors during post processing.

Use Spot or Center Weighted Average Metering

In airshow photography, shooting aircrafts is done against a very bright sky and this could fool your 
cameras exposure meter and render your aircrafts underexposed. Switching to spot metering or 
center weighted average metering will help correct exposure to an extent. Take a couple of test shots 
and apply proper exposure compensation to nail your exposure. Do cross check your LCD and also 
Histogram to make sure you have the right exposure.

Drive Mode

Set your camera High Speed Continuous mode and fire in bursts, 
this not only improves your chances of getting the right shots 
but also reduces the chance of losing images due to camera 
blur.

(School of Digital Photography)
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