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#report

...meet “TEX”
Pilot from Flotille 11F “les Furieux” (the Furious) of the French 
Naval Aviation. This experienced pilot described the Rafale M 
and displays that he performs in the airshows.

by Shervin Fonooni
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Rafale Marine

The Rafale M (Marine) is the single-seat version of the Rafale. 
This version is operated aboard the aircraft carrier Charles de 
Gaulle and represents the most modern fighter into service in 
the French navy. With its greatly reinforced landing gear, the 
hunter is able to withstand a vertical speed of 6.5m/s. It is 
also equipped with a tow bar and a larger tailhook between 
the engines and a built-in boarding ladder. 

“These modifications increase its weight by about 600 kg 
compared to the C version used by the French Air Force.” But 
they allow it to be fully operated from the decks of US carriers, 
using catapults and their arresting gear, as demonstrated on 
USS Theodore Roosevelt (2008) and on USS Harry S. Truman 
(2010), where the Rafale M became the first jet fighter of a 
foreign navy to have its engine replaced on board an American 
aircraft carrier.

“As we do not have appropriate structures to practise arrested 
landing, our pilots spend part of their training in the United 
States.” Thus, they have qualified to fly the aircraft from US 
Navy flight decks.
Tex added that “we have very good exchanges with US. They 
are present in most conflicts, this allows us to integrate 
ourselves more better during operations”.
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Dislpays

Flottille 11F was officially established on 20 June 1953, it 
bases in Landivisiau and it is the oldest naval squadron. This 
combat unit has replaced its old planes with the Rafale M 
since 19 September 2011.

Tex belongs to this squadron. “I have 3,600 flight hours, in-
cluding 1,700 on the Rafale M.”

According to him, unlike the Armée de l’air, the Naval pilots 
are not only display pilots but they take part in airshows in 
addition to be operational. Therefore, displays require even 
more to be briefed and repeated, “so they are presented 
according to the rules.” So, it is a pair of Rafale M accompa-
nied by historic aircraft used formerly by the French Naval 
Aviation (Morane Paris and Breguet Alize Br.1050) which 
perform the display.

“The objective is to promote the different Navy trades, 
especially fighter pilot, but also to fill the public with won-
der by showing the elegance and the power of the Rafale.”

Future 
Chasse Embarquée received in late 2015, his 45th Rafale M 
(M45). The M46 will be delivered, this year. Currently, the 
French Navy has 31 Rafale M in the park, some aircrafts 
delivered F1 standard (only air defense) are returned to the 
manufacturer to be modernized to F3 standard (versatility). 
It also has 8 Super Etendard Modernisé (SEM) to 17F, tota-
ling 39 naval aircrafts. Four were lost and seven others are 
being retrofitted.

The squadron 17F has completed its transformation by 
summer 2016, when the last SEM will be retired.
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21 January 2016. The dawn is cold and we are going to get to the 
airport of Verona Villafranca for what promises to be a busy day, guests 
of Air Dolomiti.
Exactly 25 years ago, on January 21, 1991, a Boeing De Havilland 
Dash 8 belonging to the fleet of a new company, Air Dolomiti, took off 
for the first time from Trieste to Genoa, thus starting the operation of a 
regional company, which soon would distinguished in the market for 
its elegance, quality of service and great attention to the passengers. 
Today Air Dolomiti – which belongs to the Lufthansa Group – after 
twenty-five years of success and excellence, proudly celebrates her 
Silver Wedding!
First international airline to land in Monaco of Bavaria for own 
business flights, Air Dolomiti has worked in recent years on a training 
and Research program focusing on differentiation and quality of the 
offered services.

The day promises to be exciting and a thrill accompanies us while we 
cross the entrance to Verona’s Valerio Catullo Airport [LI/PXVRN]. It is a 
chill, it is something pleasant and exciting.
After security checks, we immediately meet a host of beautiful Air 
Dolomiti’s flight attendants 
who’ll fly with us, and we immediately notice that all exhibit a different  
look, wearing uniforms that have been part of the airline’s history, and 
which for today only, are proudly displayed on some routes of the 
network.
Our day’s program will include Monich as the first destination (where 
the crew will be divided and continue on other sections of the net-
work), and then a flight to Bologna where other industry and media 
representatives will be welcomed on board. Will follow the return flight 
in the Bavarian city and then, in the late evening, the last flight of the 
day to get back to Verona.
Fifteen minutes before the normal passengers boarding, we reach 
- together with the crew and a representative of the company - our Em-
braer 195 ER, thus we can take some shots immortalizing alongside 
the girls in their splendid uniforms.
Once accommodated on board the elegant jet, you can immediately 
breathe an exciting feel, which makes everyone aware of being prota-
gonists of a special day which will live long, imprinted in the memories 
of passengers, guests and employees of Air Dolomiti.
Despite the importance and extraordinary nature of the event, the crew 
will keep in each moment a friendly, relaxed and at the same time, 
very professional attitude.
After boarding all the passengers, we are right on schedule and ready 
for take-off, not before having carried out a necessary operation of de-
icing on the control surfaces of the aircraft, which has been parked all 
night under cold winter temperatures.
Thanks to the vigorous thrust of the engines and the great professiona-
lism of the pilots, we perform
a textbook take off that bring us into the calm and dark air of the 
morning. 
We reach soon our cruising altitude, and the flight attendants can 
serve the breakfast accompanied by a delicious sweet made for the 
occasion, which we enjoy in the company of the first sun rays filtering 
from the large window of the Brazilian jet.
Among the events that mark the celebrations of the 25th anniversary, 
for some weeks Air Dolomiti offer to its business customers some 
dishes treated by an important starred chef which are combined with 
prestigious Italian wines and sparkling wines.
We spend the flight time among pleasant talks and taking photos with 
the crew, all accompanied with some healthy laughter. The atmo-
sphere is wonderful and the time goes fast. It seems is passed only 
a moment and we are already down to Monaco, which welcomes us 
with a light snowfall.

After a short break we have to embark again on the next flight towards 
Bologna. Also in this case the aircraft have to make the de-icing. This 
isn’t the same aircraft of the first flight in fact, and this one have to 
make deicing because it is its first morning flight.
We take off on time under a gray sky and soon we go beyond  the 
thick layer of clouds, allowing us to enjoy the view of a wonderful sun 
which in the meantime has become high, indispensable condition 
to do some light shooting to the flight attendants and their splendid 
uniforms.
After a short flight, Bologna welcomes us with an almost spring wea-
ther, and this time we can deplane with the crew e and go alongside 
the aircraft to take some external photo.
As the day unfolds pleasant, we always assisted by the very professio-
nal and impeccable flight attendants, who are very busy among photo 
and video requests but also with the in-flight service but never show a 
sign of tiredness, constantly complying with requests of photographers 
and video operators without losing their smile, making guests feel part 
of a big family.
Air Dolomiti confirms to be a a young-minded and forward-looking 
company, always sensitive to the social mdia world and actively 
communicative with bloggers, aircraft spotters and simple aviation 
enthusiasts.
An elegant, refined, communicative and nice twenty-five year old 

company. The ideal partner for your travels.

By Mauro Cassaro/Marco Morbioli 
Piti Spotter Club - Verona
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It was a Monday, 21 January 1991, when the first Air Dolomiti 
Boeing De Havilland Dash 8 took off from Trieste for Genoa. 25 
years later Air Dolomiti, the Lufthansa group Italian airline, is 
proudly celebrating its silver anniversary! The first international 
airline to land at Munich airport with independent “own busi-
ness” flights, over the years Air Dolomiti has focussed on honing 
the outstanding quality of its services. 
“It’s surprising to think about how competitive we are and how 
we continue to grow. Although the odd crisis might try to clip 
our wings, we just keep on pumping out the energy for new 
projects and new ideas. And that’s not just because we’re an 
active, tenacious airline, it’s because we’re a well-coordinated 
team of people who relish overcoming all the challenges the 
market flings at us. And our very solid partnership with Lufthan-
sa is an added plus few can rival”, comments Joerg Eberhart.
To celebrate its first successful 25 years Air Dolomiti has cho-
sen a partner in excellence: Ferrari Winery, the No. 1 Italian pro-
ducer of Metodo Classico wines, awarded the Sparkling Wine 
Producer of the Year at The Champagne and Sparkling Wine 
World Championships in September 2015. Ferrari exports its 
superb Trentodoc wines to over 50 countries around the world, 
including Japan, the USA and Germany. Founded in 1902, the 
winery is owned by the Lunelli family, heirs to the Bruno Lunelli 
who took over from its founder Giulio Ferrari in 1952. 
“Air Dolomiti is a prime example of excellence in its business 
sector and we’re delighted they’ve decided to celebrate their 
first 25 years with Ferrari” observes Matteo Lunelli, president of 
the Ferrari winery. “Every year Air Dolomiti flies passengers from 
all over the world to Italy and the Trentino mountains, which is 
where our wines come from. I frequently fly Air Dolomiti myself 

when I’m on missions to promote Ferrari abroad. So I would like 
to propose a toast to Air Dolomiti and this landmark anniversary 
in the fine Art of Italian living”.  
25 years of passion and commitment, attention to detail and 
promotion of its native territory: all values Air Dolomiti shares 
with the Ferrari winery, together with a huge sense of loyalty to 
their company and the people who work there. 
In honour of this important anniversary, Air Dolomiti toasts to 
success with its passengers! From 21 January to 4 February 
2016, all Air Dolomiti flights served two prestigious wines from 
the Ferrari wineries to their passengers: Ferrari Maximum Brut 
Trentodoc and Maso Montalto Pinot Nero D.O.C from the Tenute 
Lunelli. Fresh vitality on the one hand and an explosion of fruity 
scents on the other… everyone will be able to enjoy an exclusi-
ve glass of wine high in the skies with Air Dolomiti! 
Business class passengers also have savored an equally exclu-
sive choice of delicious meals created by Alfio Ghezzi, Chef 
de cuisine at the Locanda Margon, Ferrari’s Michelin starred 
restaurant in Trento. Four moments of pure pleasure mark me-
altimes on board our celebration flights: Apple pie, Mortandela 
salami, Casolet cheese and hand-crafted Ciocomiti chocolates 
for breakfast, Trentino Carne Salada cured meat on a Chick 
Pea and Chestnut Cream with Ulidea for lunch, Ricotta Cheese 
Cake with Ferrari Demi-Sec Trentodoc Cream for tea and Preore 
smoked trout, Russian Salad and Beetroot for dinner.
An anniversary, a celebration and a feast of flavours for a 
sparkling toast with all our passengers… 
“Cheers to Air Dolomiti!”

Air Dolomiti Celebrates Silver Anniversary with Ferrari
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#accessories

Best Monitor for Photo Editing 
and Photography
The choice of  a monitor for a digital photographer is very important, there 
are several features to consider when purchasing a monitor, the size, the 
type of  display (LED-LCD), the brightness, etc.

BenQ SW2700PT Monitor 
Takes Aim at Professional 
Photographers

The BenQ SW2700PT is a professional monitor for color management for photo-
graphers, designed for greater accuracy in color rendering.
The monitor comes feature-packed with a 27”QHD (2560x1440) display, 99% Adobe 
RGB color space, IPS technology, hardware calibration,14bit 3D Look Up Table (LUT), 
Delta E≤2, Palette Master calibration software, ambient light-blocking shading hood, 
OSD controller and Black-and-White Mode. 

Every photographer dreams of capturing that singular image, a sliver of time 
that will never happen again. What if you could isolate the unique magic in every 
moment? The SW2700PT is designed to effortlessly and accurately showcase the 
creative vision of professional photographers, enhancing and empowering the 
visual stories they communicate. With unprecedented color accuracy, attention to 
precise detail and user-friendliness, the SW2700PT creates colors so true that it 
brings out the unreproducible essence of every photo, whether taken by a seasoned 
pro or amateur hobbyist. 

Designed for visual perfection in professional photo editing, the SW2700PT is the 
first photography monitor on the market to bring together an array of high-end 
features for unmatched color accuracy, fidelity, consistency and seamless compa-
tibility with DSLR cameras. The Adobe RGB color space enables the SW2700PT to 
display a larger range in shades of blue and green, reproducing more precise color 
representations for nature photography. The 14bit 3D Look Up Table (LUT) improves 
RGB color blending accuracy for exceptional color reproduction, while Delta E≤2 in 
both Adobe RGB and sRGB color spaces offer the truest view of the original image. 

Hardware calibration allows users to adjust the SW2700PT’s 14bit 3D Look Up Table 
(LUT) directly without altering graphics card output data, ensuring that every photo 
is smoothly and consistently displayed just as it was taken. The SW2700PT comes 
with BenQ’s proprietary Palette Master calibration software, which can be used 
with a calibrator to optimize the color performance of the display. The monitor is 
compatible with X-rite and Datacolor professional color calibration utilities. 

Discerning eyes will marvel at the SW2700PT’s attention to image detail. Every pho-
tographic image can be viewed with stunning clarity, definition and accuracy on this 
QHD (2560x1440) display. With nearly 77% more working space than a standard 
Full HD display, users can see more of the image they are editing with the incredible 
detail. The monitor is intelligently designed to give users complete convenience 
when viewing and editing photos. The monitor’s detachable shading hood blocks am-
bient light that can often distort a user’s color perception. The OSD controller puts 
management of the display setting in the users’ hands with three preset buttons, 
allowing customization of display settings for various applications, such as Adobe 
RGB, sRGB and Black-and-White mode. Users can simply switch between the presets 
with a click of a button instead of going through complicated settings. The button 
on the OSD controller offers quick navigation of OSD function settings. Last but not 
least, Black-and-White Mode allows users to review and edit black-and-white photos 
without losing any detail or tone. By previewing color photos in black and white be-
fore editing, users can save significant time lost to guesswork and trial-and-error. 

benq.com
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EIZO ECOVIEW EV 2455
The 16:10 monitor that’s nice to look at and even better to use.

The monitor features a new “Fusion” design that combines EIZO’s own 
EcoView technologies for reduced power consumption and improved visual 
ergonomics inside an extremely compact cabinet.

Clear View From All Angles
The monitor uses an LED-backlit IPS (in-plane switching) LCD panel with 
178° viewing angle that minimizes color shift and contrast changes when 
viewing the screen at an angle.

Auto Brightness Control
To prevent eye fatigue, a brightness sensor called Auto EcoView detects 
the changes in the ambient brightness that occurs throughout the day and 
automatically adjusts the screen to the ideal brightness level.

74% More Flicker-Free
Due to the way brightness is controlled on LED backlights, many people 
perceive flicker on their screen which causes eye fatigue. The FlexScan EV 
series makes flicker unperceivable without any drawbacks like compro-
mising color stability. In a comparison test conducted by EIZO, the monitor 
on average reduced flicker by more than 74% compared to LED-backlit 
monitors from other manufacturers.

DELL UltraSharp 24 Ultra HD Monitor UP2414Q

See a new level of clarity in your creations with a 24” monitor featuring Ultra HD resolution 
and the highest pixel density yet.
• Ultra HD 3840 x 2160: Get four times the resolution of Full HD and see the finest details 
in your schematics, designs and photos.
• Vivid, reliable color: PremierColor provides true color accuracy as well as 99% 
AdobeRGB and 100% sRGB coverage.
• Adjusts to how you work: Ultrawide viewing angles, plus tilt, swivel, pivot and height 
adjustment features enable an uninhibited view.

Stunning color precision and performance

PremierColor technology delivers vivid, true-to-life color and professional tools for 
detailed projects.
• Work confidently knowing your monitor is compatible with major industry color standards, 
and has wide color coverage such as 99% AdobeRGB and 100% sRGB.
• Get exceptional color accuracy and consistency, right out of the box, with precise 
factory calibration to a Delta-E<2.
• Reveal a high level of detail, even in dark areas, with a color depth of 1.07 billion colors.
• Fine-tune your colors using the Custom Color mode, or make further adjustments with 
the user-accessible hardware look-up table (LUT).
• Create a custom color palette using Dell UltraSharp Color Calibration Solution software 
with the optional X-Rite i1Display Pro colorimeter1 (sold separately).

dell.com

eizoglobal.com
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Distinctive photography, shared in an instant: 

the EOS 1300D
Canon EOS 1300D. An ideal introduction to DSLR photography, 
includes Wi-Fi and Dynamic NFC to make sharing simpler 
than ever, alongside a range of improved features to help 
you take impressive, creative photos and movies. With an 18 
megapixel sensor and responsive handling, the EOS 1300D 
is the perfect camera for capturing images with a distinct 
look and feel that are immediately shareable.

For photographs that stand out from the crowd, the EOS 
1300D includes Canon’s DIGIC 4+ processor and a large 
APS-C sized, 18 megapixel sensor, letting you capture intricate 
detail and the diversity of colour in every scene. If you want 
to shoot scenes where people and items pop from a blurred 
background, the EOS 1300D’s shallow depth of field capabilities 
deliver just that. From close up nature shots, portraits and full 
cityscapes, the camera helps you create original photographs 
you’ll want to share, wherever you find yourself. With more 
than 80 EF lenses and a range of other accessories to choose 
from, the EOS 1300D is a versatile DSLR that delivers the 
results you want today and flexibility for the future.

Nikon D3200
A DX-format CMOS image sensor with an effective pixel count of 
24.2-million pixels, the EXPEED 3 image-processing engine, the 
Guide Mode function, and support for smart device collaboration, 
making full-scale photography and sharing of photos more fun.

The D3200 not only offers an improved Guide mode for even simpler 
operation, but also a number of new and improved functions. In 
addition, the DX-format CMOS image sensor, developed by Nikon 
with an effective pixel count of 24.2-million pixels, and the same 
EXPEED 3 image-processing engine built into Nikon’s high-end D4 
and D800/D800E cameras enable capture of images with quality 
and definition at the top of its class. The D3200 also supports 
collaboration with smart devices (Android), with use of Wireless 
Mobile Adapter WU-1a increasing user convenience even further 
with the ability to transfer images and control shooting remotely 
over a wireless connection.

The extremely portable, compact and lightweight body of the 
entry-level D3200 is loaded with the latest digital SLR camera 
functions, allowing for full-scale, flexible photography. Users will 
enjoy its simple operation with the capture of beautiful images 
exhibiting superior image quality that they will be eager to share 
with others. nikon.com

canon.com
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Manfrotto Pro Light Camera 
Backpack: 3N1-35 PL
The Pro Light 3N1-35 PL camera backpack guarantees the fastest, 
split-second camera quick-draw option! This unique design goes way 
beyond a standard backpack. It offers three active carrying options in 
one, effortlessly morphing from right sling to backpack to left sling to 
x-position - to cater for the dynamic professional’s every need. It’s more 
than just a bag: it’s a tool for professionals working on the move

manfrotto.com
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#on-top

red flag
2016-1

by Alex Marchesin
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McDonnell Douglas F/A-18A Hornet
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Rockwell B-1B Lancer

Lockheed Martin F-22A Raptor
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McDonnell Douglas F-15E Strike Eagle

General Dynamics F-16C Fighting Falcon

F/A-18A Hornet
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Rockwell B-1B Lancer
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McDonnell Douglas F-15C Eagle

Boeing E-8C J-Stars (707-300C)
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Boeing F/A-18F Super Hornet
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Boeing EA-18G Growler
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McDonnell Douglas F-15C Eagle

Lockheed F-16CM Fighting Falcon F/A-18A Hornet
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McDonnell Douglas F-15C Eagle

Eurofighter EF-2000 Typhoon FGR4

Lockheed Martin F-22A Raptor

F/A-18A Hornet
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#spotting-report

ItAF’s Atlantic
Remembering 30th Wing
by Alessandro Ragatzu / Carlo Dedoni
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With the closure of the Military Airport Detachment of Cagliari Elmas (LIEE/CAG), Italian Air Force left the main airport of Sardi-
nia Island, after more than eighty years of presence. During its long history, Cagliari Elmas military airport (which is located in 
front of the civil airport with which shares the runways and all most of the flight infrastructures) was home base for a number 
of departments of the Italian Air Force and Navy, including training units, maintenance structures and, of course, operating 
Squadrons.
Surely, the more representative flight department of the history of Elmas is 30° Stormo Antisom, an anti-submarine Squadron 
which operated in LIEE from the early 70s till the 2002 when all the BR1150 Atlantic fleet was moved to Sigonella, in Sicily. In the 
following years, Cagliari Elmas’ Air Force Aiport Detachment continued to ensure maintenance activities to the BR-1150 Atlantic 
and C-130J Hercules fleets, activities that were definitely closed last spring, in view of the disengagement of the Air Force from 
the historic (and, among others, of huge architectural value)
airport of the island capital.
But the last real work of the men of Detachment, was this beautiful BR-1150 Atlantic, saved from scrapping and restored with 
care and passion to its former glory. A restoration work that we expect to see valorised and exploited by the new owners of 
the airport with the construction of a gate guardian at Cagliari International Airport, to establish and confirm a historical and 
emotional tie that united forever the glorious 30° Stormo at the Cagliari-Elmas’ “Mario Mameli” airport.
We all hope that citizenship, and enthusiasm for both aviation and history will lead a process useful to deliver to posterity this 
beautiful aircraft, as a massive memory of a glorious past.
 
by Carlo Dedoni
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Mirrorless interchangeable-lens camera
A mirrorless interchangeable lens camera , is a camera with an interchangeable 
lens that does not have a mirror reflex optical viewfinder. A digital camera that 
accepts different lenses. Also called a  “hybrid camera” and “compact system 
camera” (CSC), the body is thinner than a digital SLR (DSLR) because it does not 
use a mechanical mirror to switch the scene between the optical viewfinder and 
image sensor. 
Introduced in 2008, mirrorless cameras became popular in the 2011 time frame 
and are becoming the choice of amateur photographers who want to migrate from 
point-and-shoot cameras. As these hybrids continue to increase sensor size and 
add high-end features, as well as offer a wide variety of lenses. 

Olympus OM-D E-M10 II

Sensor size: Micro Four Thirds 
Resolution: 16.1Mp | Viewfinder: EVF 
Monitor: 3-inch tilting display, 1,037,000 dots  
Maximum continuous shooting rate: 8.5fps 
Maximum video resolution: 1080p

Panasonic G7

Sensor size: Micro Four Thirds 
Resolution: 16MP 
Viewfinder: Electronic 
Monitor: 3-inch articulating screen, 1,040,000 dots 
Maximum continuous shooting rate: 8fps  
Maximum video resolution: 4K

Fuji X-T1

Sensor size: APS-C 
Resolution: 16.3MP 
Viewfinder: EVF 
Monitor: 3-inch tilting display, 1,040,000 dots 
Maximum continuous shooting rate: 8fps 
Maximum video resolution: 1080p

FUJINON XF100-400mmF4.5-5.6 R LM OIS WR

The FUJINON XF100-400mmF4.5-5.6 R LM OIS WR is 
a super telephoto zoom lens that covers a 35mm focal 
length equivalent of 152-609mm. 
The high performance optical construction of 21 
elements in 14 groups includes five ED lenses and one 
Super ED lens to help reduce chromatic aberration that 
often occurs in telephoto lenses. 
As a result, it delivers the highest image quality in its 
class. The lens has been designed for handheld sho-
oting with a 5.0-stop image stabilization system and 
weighs less than 1.4kg. Linear motor for fast autofocu-
sing makes it perfect for shooting fast-moving subjects 
including aircraft and motorsports.

fujifilm.com
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FUJINON XF100-400mmF4.5-5.6 R LM OIS WR

The FUJIFILM X-Pro2 premium mirrorless camera. The new model boasts a Hybrid 
Viewfinder capable of instantly switching between optical and electronic finders, 
plus an updated image sensor and processor, which dramatically improve image 
quality. By combining these features with the ultra-high image quality of FUJINON 
X-Mount lenses and the color reproduction technology accumulated through 
more than 80 years as a photographic film manufacturer, the X-Pro2 delivers the 
best ever results from an X-series camera.
Electronic viewfinders (EVF) used by mirrorless cameras are said to be superior to 
optical viewfinders because settings including white balance and exposure can 
be checked instantly, and the displayed image can be enlarged to check focusing 
accuracy. In some cases, however, photographers prefer a more natural view. In 
particular, the optical rangefinder, which allows the user to view the subject in 
almost the same way as the naked eye, is extremely effective and often preferred 
by documentary, reportage and street photographers. The X-Pro2 is the only mir-
rorless camera in the world featuring a Hybrid Viewfinder system that incorporates 
both types of viewfinder.

Taking performance to new heights,the FUJIFILM X-Pro2 
offers the world’s only Hybrid Multi Viewfinder and features 
a brand new 24MP X-Trans III sensor

Key features on the X-Pro2 

1. Newly developed 24.3MP X-Trans CMOS III sensor
The unique random color filter array reduces moiré and false colors 
without an optical low-pass filter. These color filters also have the 
effect of increasing the resolution so, when shooting with a high-
resolution Fujinon lens, the camera delivers images with a perceived 
resolution far greater than the actual number of pixels used.
2. New high-performance X Processor Pro image processing 
engine
Boasting 4x the processing speed of conventional image proces-
sing engines, the X Processor Pro has increased all response times, 
despite the increased resolution. Write speeds, start-up time and 
high-speed continuous shooting speeds have all been improved. 
Combined with the X-Trans CMOS III sensor, the new image pro-
cessing engine achieves even faster autofocus, lower noise and 
both tonal and color reproduction that surpasses the previous EXR 
Processor II.
3. The world’s first Advanced Hybrid Multi Viewfinder offering the 
benefits of both optical and electronic viewfinders
The X-Pro2 features optical and electronic viewfinders so users can 
take advantage of both: optical for a direct view of the subject, elec-
tronic to preview settings. The function to instantly switch between 
these two types of viewfinders was first installed on the X100 in 
2011. The latest version found on the X-Pro2 is the most advanced 
Hybrid Viewfinder. It features a Multi-Magnification function that auto-
matically switches viewfinder magnification according to the lens in 
use and an Electronic Rangefinder that simultaneously displays the 
electronic viewfinder on top of the optical viewfinder.
4. New focal plane shutter with a top speed of 1/8000 sec. and 
flash sync up to 1/250 sec.
A faster mechanical shutter gives extra flexibility for aperture 
selections in bright conditions or when shooting with flash outdoors 
during the day. In addition, while noise and vibration levels typically 
increase with faster shutter speeds, the X-Pro2 is quieter and vibrates 
less compared to conventional models thanks to the optimization of 
key controls and parts.
5. Robust, weather resistant body meets the needs of professional 
photographers.
The camera’s chassis is made from four pieces of magnesium alloy 
and is sealed in a total of 61 points on each section, making it 
dust-proof, splash-proof and capable of operating in temperatures as 
low as -10°C. In addition, it has dual SD card slots, for more reliable 
image storage.

fujifilm.com
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#spotting-photo-report

Mountain Home’s T Bolts

by Dave Chng 
www.airwingspotter.com
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366th Fighter Wing
 
The wing comprises four groups: the 366th Operational Group, 
366th Maintenance Group, 366th Mission Support Group and 
366th Medical Group.  Mountain Home currently known to be the 
Eagle’s Nest of the West housing 3 squadrons of F-15E Strike Eagle.  
They are the 389th FS ( Tbolts ) and 391st FS ( Bold Tigers ) flying 
the F-15E Strike Eagle aircraft and the 428th FS ( Buccaneers ) 
which flies the Republic of Singapore Air Force F-15SG.
 
The Mighty F-15E Strike Eagle is a dual-role fighter designed to 
perform air-to-air and air-to-ground missions. An array of avionics 
and electronics systems gives the F-15E the capability to fight at 
low altitude, day or night, and in all weather. The F-15E carries a 
crew of 2 with tandem configuration cockpit with the pilot in front 
and Weapon system officer ( WSO) sitting in the back.
 

Airwingspotter have been fortunate to catch the 389th and 391st 
FS in action in Red Flag 15-3 held  July 2015 . Also, 428th FS was in 
Red Flag 14-3 that we caught.  F-15E have had quite some changes 
from the past and we will be talking about the updates we saw on 
the current F-15E deployed by both units.

389th FS Tbolts

The 389th Fighter Squadron originated on 24 May 1943 
and was activated on 1 June 1943 at Richmond Army Air 
Base, VA, as part of the 366th Fighter Group.  The 389th 
Fighter Squadron originated on 24 May 1943 and was 
activated on 1 June 1943 at Richmond Army Air Base, 
VA, as part of the 366th Fighter Group. They continue 
to soldier on with fighters like the P-51D Mustang, F-86 
Sabre, F-84 and F-100. During Vietnam war era the unit 
was base in Danag flying F-4D Phantom. The Cold war era 
this unit was transformed into F-111F and base in Lacken-
heath in the UK. 1994 calls for another transformation of 
the unit to a SEAD SAM suppression role flying the newly 
aquired F-16C Blk 52 carrying  AGM-88 HARM missile / 
HTS targeting pods. Currently Tbolts flies the F-15E Strike 
Eagle with the older configurations.
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Strike Eagle Age
 
Tbolts F-15E did not get the Suite 7E updates that con-
sists of the AN/APG-82 AESA radar and running on PW 
F-100 220 engine. When chatting with the crews of Tbolts, 
the F-100 PW 220 engine has about 20% less thrust to 
the newer F-100 PW 229 engine use by their sister squa-
dron . One significant difference for us “ photographers “ 
is that the 220 engine produces a more orange colored 
Afterburner while the newer 229 gives a hue of Blue on 
Afterburner. According to most news, the current F-15E 
will be waiting for the Suite 8 and 8e upgrades which in-
cludes host of weapons update like the AIM-9x, AIM-120D 
employment, Small diameter bomb (SDB) and GBU-54 
bombs.  Also employment of GBU-53/B SDB II which is 
specifically designed tri-mode seeker for moving targets. 
There is also talks about Suite 9 update which includes 
the IRST sensor and satellite communication systems. 
These host of upgrades will further increase the capabili-
ties of the F-15E. There is also talk about the retirement of 
the A-10C and the F-15E being a candidate to take over 
Close Air support ( CAS ) roles in USAF.

Tbolts F-15E participated in Red Flag 15-3 by serial number 
 
F-15E MO 389FS 87-0170
F-15E MO 389FS 87-0173
F-15E MO 389FS 87-0183
F-15E MO 389FS 87-0198
F-15E MO 389FS 87-0201
F-15E MO 389FS 87-0202
F-15E MO 389FS 87-0204
F-15E MO 389FS 88-1667
F-15E MO 389FS 88-1697
F-15E MO 389FS 89-1699
F-15E MO 389FS 88-1705/389FS
F-15E MO 389FS 89-0506

by Dave Chng www.airwingspotter.com

Equipment use:
Canon 7D Mark 2 with Tamron 150-600mm
Canon 7D with Sigma 18-250mm
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#spotting-guide

Spotting guide:
Phuket
by Andrea Tabanelli 
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Phuket airport (HKT/VTSP) has a 09/27 oriented runway and an old 
and small terminal thant, from June 1st 2016, will be joined by a new 
structure ready to welcome the millions of passengers who every year 
come to the famous Thai resort town.

As you can well imagine the traffic is more than good; the main com-
panies are: Thai Airways, Bangkok Air, Air Asia. 

Several flights connect the island with China, but Phuket is easily rea-
chable even with direct flights from Australia, South Korea, Europe, and 
recently also from the Gulf. In fact Emirates, Etihad and Qatar Airways 
addes Phuket to their growing networks.

What about spotting? First thing to consider is the sun: from October 
to April the sun stays in the south of the runway while from May to 
September you’ll have it in the north. That said, the main spotting, 
and also the most “exotic” one, is the Mai Khao beach, where you can 
photograph the landing aircraft on runway 09.
As specified above, you have to choose your position according to the 
season. 
During  afternoons you could take photos also to taxiing aircraft, but 
lately the local police do not have much pleasure in this, moving away 
who is stationed at the perimeter of the airport. Unfortunately the situa-
tion isn’t like some years ago: among other things, Phuket Airport was 
also famous for the way (4031 rd.) that ran along the entire taxiway, 
only separated by a small fence through which ypu could take photos. 
Now it is no longer possible because it has been built a 3 maters high 
barrier.
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MAI KHAO BEACH.

It’s rightly the spotting location for excellence, a place that looks like 
the most famous St. Marteen’s Maho Beach. So we start from this 
point, not before you got the Google Maps coordinates (remember this 
tip: Google Maps is a great ally to organize spotting sessions in not 
known places): 8 ° 06’08.2 “N 98 ° 18’02.0” E.

To get Mai Khao, you have to reach Nai Yang beach, but since most 
taxi drivers will take you about 1 km from our coordinates that you 
want, ask them to go to the Himaphan or Perennial resort. From that 
resortsyou’ll have the beac far only 100 meters. You can reach the 
beach also from North, but it would be farther than a few kilometers.
I would not recommend the focal use. The beach is several kilometers 
long and it is deserted, so you are free to position yourselves where 
you like. I’m used to take shot with a wide angle lens and position 
myself rather below the final glide path.
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SPOTTING POINT RWY 27

If it is in use runway 27 (unfortunately I don’t have pictures because I 
have always seen runway 09 in use) you must reach the 4031 highway, 
in the village of Mai Khao. It is easily accessible along the main road 
that runs through the island to the north. If you move by taxi clarify to the 
driver that you want to be led to the Airport. Once in front of the terminal 
proceed right on 4031 along the entire perimeter of the airport and 
you will arrive on the head of the runway. Here the same speech of the 
beach: depending on the position of the sun just move where you prefer 
as you are on a fallow land which allow freedom of movement. These are 
the coordinates: 8 ° 06’45.7 “N 98 ° 19’51.9” E

 

SPOTTING POINT HILL.

Another privileged position for spotting is the Hill. It has only one problem: 
you may not go there! 
You could wonder: “So what do you write about the Hill?” Let me ex-
plain.... 
At about 600 meters west from the point indicated as the spotting point 
RWY 27 there is a road that goes up on a hill where stands the Phuket 
Airport’s control tower. In fact the tower is outside of the airport perimeter.
At the bottom of a climb there is always a guard agent who allow access 
only to the AOT employees, but - having previously seen pictures made 
presumably from that position - I have tried luck, and for 2 times the 
agent has allowed me to continue for a few hundred meters and stop to 
take pictures all the time I wanted. This last time I was there, for example, 
the permission was denied and I had to desist from my purpose. These 
are the coordinates: 8 ° 06’44.0 “N 98 ° 19’31.2” E
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gear

canon.com
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gear

Unlock your creative potential; 
the new EOS 80D
The EOS 80D – a powerful, fully equipped DSLR providing you with 
everything you need at your fingertips to advance your photography 
and video skills. Ideal for enthusiasts who love experimenting with 
different genres and styles, the camera is highly customisable and 
shoots with exceptional speed and ease. Combining leading imaging 
technologies – including a new 24.2 megapixel CMOS sensor and 
DIGIC 6 processor, alongside a new 45 all cross-type point AF system 
and fast responsive 7 fps shooting rate – the EOS 80D is a versatile 
camera for capturing striking stills and Full HD movies.

Excel in all areas of photography and video 
Whatever subject you’re looking to explore – from sports, to wildlife, or 
action – the EOS 80D is extremely responsive, excelling in capturing 
everything in incredible, intricate detail. The new sensor provides stun-
ning clarity and the freedom to crop in, while the new 45 all cross-type 
point AF system and 7 fps shooting can freeze action with ultimate 
precision. For pin-point focusing or wide-area tracking, the AF points are 
individually selectable or grouped into areas, giving you greater control 
over composition regardless of where your subject is in the frame. When 
using lens combinations with narrow apertures, 27 f/8 compatible AF 
points offer focus, in even the most extreme situations.
Designed to shoot in varying light conditions, the camera has a native 
ISO 100-16,000 range, expandable to ISO 25,600, and the AF system will 
continue to work even under moonlight (-3EV). The 7560-pixel RGB+IR 
metering sensor measures both visible light and invisible infra-red light, 
giving accurate exposures, while Flicker Detection ensures consistent 
exposure when shooting under flickering artificial lights. A new White 
Priority setting also helps you to reduce the appearance of warmer tones.

A camera that adapts to you 
The EOS 80D has been meticulously crafted to provide photographers 
with everything they need. The instinctiveness of the camera’s de-
sign means you can easily customise your shooting experience, with 
conveniently-placed controls giving you access to the most commonly 
used modes and settings. The Intelligent Viewfinder displays 100% of the 
frame, as well as the current settings – you can also quickly switch to the 
7.7cm (3.0”) Vari-angle Clear View LCD II Touch screen, ideal for movie 
shooting, Live View mode, or accessing functions quickly.

Become the videographer you aspire to be 
Whether you’re creating a travel vlog, or cinematic-style movie, the EOS 
80D offers total flexibility with Full HD movie shooting. Achieving accurate 
auto focus and smooth focus tracking is effortless thanks to Canon’s 
unique Dual Pixel CMOS AF technology. Both AF speed and AF tracking 

sensitivity can also be easily adjusted, giving you complete control over 
the pace and responsiveness of the AF to suit the style of your movie.
Serious videographers can be confident footage will achieve a professio-
nal looking result, with the ability to shoot at 60p in MP4 format – perfect 
for slowing down the action while still controlling focus. The EOS 80D in-
cludes both headphone and microphone inputs, allowing you to capture 
and have full control over audio during a shoot.

Easily connect, shoot remotely and share your work 
Enjoy the freedom of remote shooting via your smartphone or tablet 
using the EOS 80D with Canon’s Camera Connect app. Built-in Wi-Fi and 
Dynamic NFC connectivity makes it simple to connect with and share full 
resolution JPEGs to your smart device. You can also connect to and con-
trol your camera via a PC, without the need for a home Wi-Fi router, and 
quickly and easily save, view and share your photos and movies all from 
one single accessible location using Canon’s Connect Station CS100.
Shoot stunning stills and movies with the EF-S 18-135mm f/3.5-5.6 IS 
USM and Power Zoom Adapter PZ-E1 
To match the versatility of EOS 80D, Canon’s new EF-S 18-135mm f/3.5-
5.6 IS USM provides high performance auto-focus for movies and stills 
with the focal range to shoot wide, or up close, within a single lens. The 
EF-S 18-135mm f/3.5-5.6 IS USM is the first of Canon’s lenses to feature 
Nano USM focus technology - delivering smooth, quiet AF for movies 
and blistering speed for stills. The new Power Zoom Adapter PZ-E1 is a 
compact and lightweight accessory designed for the EF-S 18-135mm 
f/3.5-5.6 IS USM to enable smooth, fingertip zoom control when shooting 
movies, ideal for capturing professional-looking documentary footage, 
with the option to control via Wi-Fi.
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Spotting trip:

Thailand
by Paul Spiteri

#spotting-trip
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Royal Thai AF Hs748
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Royal Thai AF F-16A Fighting Falcon

Royal Thai AF F-16A Fighting Falcon Royal Thai AF F-16A Fighting Falcon
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Since I was of a young age I was always trying to read or 
collect images from newspapers, magazines etc of Military 
equipment, with a special attraction to aircraft.  During the first 
ever Malta International Airshow 1993 my father took my to 
Marsamxett harbour to witness an air display for the first time 
ever.  That was the start of my then to come favourite hobby, 
Spotting!.  I did my best to visit the Malta iNternational Airport 
every year since 1993 and that was mostly successful.  But 
then in 2004 I got to know that my father was a big friend of 
Joe Ciliberti, President of the Malta Aviation Society, Organisers 
of the Malta International Airshow.  They had agreed that in the 
2005 airshow I will be part of the volunteer team of the Airshow.  
In the 2005 airshow I joined the volunteer team and made a lot 
of new friends which eventually started giving me information 
during the year about aircraft movements in Luqa.  I continued 
to widen my network of ‘Spotter’ friends and practically now I 
am part of a big group of Maltese Spotters, that is always practi-
cally ready for action in the airport vicinity.  I can say that 2007 
was the real start for my ‘spotting’ hobby when my brother had 
given me his Minolta Camera for me to use during aircraft 
spotting.  Since then I have purchased two Canon Cameras 
450D and 60D and now my man camera is the 60D with the 
100-400mm Mark I lens.  Personally I think that the Libyan 
Crisis in 2011 was the best spotting opportunity in Malta in the 
years I remember.  

I have also ventured in some countries for both spotting and 
airshow possibilities, Uk, Italy, Germany, turkey, Holland and 
Thailand.  Below are some of the shots I managed to get on the 
9th January 2016 when I visited the Children’s Day in Thailand.  
I visited three bases Don Muang which is the Air Force main 
base in Bangkok, Ram Inthra which is the Police Aviation Unit 
base in Bangkok and then we went down to U-Tapoa for the 
Royal Thai Navy base.  Army & Agriculture Inister Aircraft where 
spotted at Chiang Mai International Airport.

Royal Thai AF F-16A Fighting Falcon
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Roya Thai Navy Dornier Do-228

Royal Thai AF BT-67Royal Thai AF Airbus A310 &  a line up of PAC CT4A Airtrainer’s
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Royal Thai Navy MH-60S Knighthawk leading 2 x Sikorsky S-70B Seahawk’s

Royal Thai AF Aero L-39ZA

Royal Thai Police Bell 206 Long RangerRoyal Thai AF BT-67
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Royal Thai AF F-5E Freedom fighter
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Royal Thai Army Cessna U-17B
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Royal Thai Navy Lockheed P-3T Orion

Royal Thai Navy Fokker F-27-200MAR

Royal Thai Navy GAF N24A Nomad
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#ebace

EBACE 2016

At the end of the 2016 edition of the European Business Aviation Convention & 
Exhibition (EBACE2016), organizers stated that  the show continues to demonstrate, 
in a variety of ways, its standing as Europe’s foremost business aviation event, and 
its value to exhibitors and attendees alike.

Jointly hosted by the National Business Aviation Association (NBAA) and the Euro-
pean Business Aviation Association (EBAA), EBACE is a premier event and the annual 
meeting place for the European business aviation community 
“This year’s show was a terrific success, characterized by a full exhibit floor, with 
lots of business getting done,” noted EBAA CEO Fabio Gamba. “It’s an affirmation that 
EBACE remains Europe’s most important industry event.”

EBAA President Brian Humphries agreed. “We’re very pleased with the level of 
enthusiasm we’ve seen this year,” he said. “In addition to the busy show floor and 
sold-out aircraft static display, our seminars and education sessions were well 
attended, and participants were very engaged with presenters and one another.”
NBAA President and CEO Ed Bolen added: “EBACE exhibitors and attendees repea-
tedly told us this week that the show continues to be a must-attend on the industry 
calendar. Additionally, EBACE once again highlighted the size and significance of 
business aviation in Europe, and around the world.”

Gamba, Humphries and Bolen pointed to several figures illustrating the success of 
this year’s show:

•EBACE2016 featured more than 450 exhibitors, representing more than 40 countri-
es. The static display of aircraft featured 60 aircraft – some were new to the event, 
or made their world debut at EBACE. The footprint for the show, as measured by 
square metres for exhibitors and the aircraft display, was the largest to date.
•EBACE2016 attendees came from more than 100 countries, from the European 
region and beyond.
•The show’s Opening General Session lineup was among the strongest ever, 
featuring leaders from government and industry. Keynote speakers included former 
Foreign Minister of France and co-founder of Doctors Without Borders, Dr. Bernard 
Kouchner; Executive Director of the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA), Patrick 
Ky, and; Channel IT Group founder and CEO Bassim Haidar, whose company provides 
telecommunications and electricity in 23 countries in Asia, Latin America, Africa and 
the Middle East. Haidar has extensively used business aviation to help his company 
be more flexible, efficient and successful.
•The event included two day-long seminars – one related to aircraft transactions, 
the other on business aviation safety – as well as a host of education sessions co-
vering important industry topics and trends. The show’s popular “Inspiration Zone” 

Ph. By Rocco Comandè, Roberto Leone
text by Carlo Dedoni
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had sessions on timely topics, including considerations for business aviation 
operations in parts of the world affected by the Zika virus.
•EBACE was again a powerful venue for closing deals and generating headli-
nes, with a variety of press conferences held during the show, and more than 
400 journalists from all over the world in attendance.
“By every measure, EBACE2016 was a great success, and we are delighted 
with the support we’ve received from exhibitors and attendees,” Gamba 
concluded. “We look forward to welcoming everyone back to Geneva for 
EBACE2017.” 

(Carlo Dedoni)
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#spotting-report

red flag 
2016-2

by Dave Chng
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RED FLAG is held 4 times a year and this Exercise combine different assets. 
The purpose of the Exercise is to give pilots from the U.S., NATO and other al-
lied countries an opportunity to practice and refine their skills for real combat 
situations. This includes the use of “enemy” hardware and live ammunition for 
bombing exercises within the Nellis complex. There are two teams, the good guys 
(Blue Team) and the aggressors (Red Team). The Red Team is composed of spe-
cialized squadron like the 64th Aggressors where pilots are specially trained 
for this purpose, flying the F-16 aircraft. Red flag 16-2 also involve for the 1st 
time 435th Fighter Training Squadron from Randolph AFB and 88th Fighter Trai-
ning Squadron from Sheppard AFB flying the T-38C doing the red force. We are 
seeing a lot more T38 being use as Aggressors just like the Navy using the F5n 
in aggressor dedicated role squadron like the VFC-13 Saints and VFC-111 Sundow-
ners. The F5 and T38 platform makes a good simulation of the MIG-21 that most 
of our potential enemies are still flying.  Draken, a civilian own company was also 
contracted to do Aggressor role flying Ex New Zealander’s A-4 Skyhawks.  The 
Blue Team is composed of the various guest “players” in their native aircraft.

2016 started strong so far with Red Flag 16-1 and currently Red Flag 16-2 held 
from Feb 29 to Mar 11th. 16-2 is a considerable smaller exercise than the 16-1 with 
75 aircraft participation. We will concentrate on Red Flag 16-2 emphasizing on 
the different air assets and the different experience we could get when visiting 
Nellis AFB. Here are the Units listed for this Red flag 16-2.
- 53rd Wing, 422nd Test and Evaluation Squadron, F-15C, Nellis AFB, Nevada 
( Blue Force)
- 4th Fighter Wing, 336th Fighter Squadron, F-15E, Seymour Johnson AFB, North 
Carolina ( Blue Force)
- 432nd Wing, MQ-9, Ellsworth AFB, S.D./Creech AFB, Nevada ( Blue Force)
- 12th Fighter Wing, 435th Fighter Training Squadron, AT-38C, Randolph AFB, 
Texas ( Red Force) 
- 94th Airlift Wing, 700th Airlift Squadron, C-130H3, Dobbins ARB, Georgia 
( Blue Force)
- 20th Fighter Wing, 77th Fighter Squadron, F-16CM, Shaw AFB, South Carolina 
( Blue Force)

RED FLAG 16-2 Experience
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- 82nd Fighter Training Wing, 88th Fighter Training Squadron, AT-38C, Sheppard 
AFB, Texas ( Red Force)
- 552nd Air Control Wing, 963rd Airborne Air Control Squadron, E-3B/C/G, 
Tinker AFB, Oklahoma ( Blue Force)
- 2nd Bomb Wing, 96th Bomb Squadron, B-52, Barksdale AFB, Louisiana 
( Blue Force)
- Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 21, MH-60, Naval Air Station North Island, 
California
- Italian Air Force, 4th Fighter Wing, Eurofighter F2000-A, Grosseto, Italy 
( Blue Force)
- 22nd Air Refueling Wing, KC-135, McConnell AFB, Kansas 
- Turkish Air Force 132 Fighter Squadron & 141Fighter Squadron, F-16, 3rd & 4th 
Main Jet Bases, Turkey ( Blue Force)
- Turkish Air Force, 101 Air Refueling Squadron, KC-135R, 10th Tanker Base, 
Turkey( Blue Force)
- 57th Wing, 64th Aggressor Squadron, F-16C, Nellis AFB, Nevada ( Red Force)
- 28th Bomb Wing, 34th Bomb Squadron, B-1B, Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota 
( Blue Force)
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Photographing Red flag from the inside.

2 runway runs parallel to each other for Nellis AFB ( KSLV)  03 ( L and R) and 21 ( L and R) of 
approximately 10,000 ft in length that can support from Fighter jets to the biggest bombes we 
have. We were in between two runway thus giving us a good perspective, distance in the va-
rying afternoon Vegas sun.  All Red flag starts with the Heavies taking off at about 1230pm The 
tanker usually goes up 1st and while Red Flag 16-2 have quite a good support on the KC-135 both 
from the USAF and Turkish AF KC-135 units and we counted 4 tankers on the mass launch. B-
52H took the center stage when 8 of those Smokey jet engine came to roar. The Unmistakable 
Las Vegas backdrop and a smokey B-52 coming at you is quite a scene. We counted 2x B-52H 
from 96th Bomb Squadron, Barksdale AFB do a slow and graceful take off and ended with black 
smoke on the North side of Las Vegas speedway. 
Tanker by Serial number 
KC-135 McConnell 58-0061, 62-3551
KC-135 Turkey 60-0326, 62-3563
KC-135 Utah 57-1435
B-52H by Serial Number
B-52 LA 20BS 60-0008/8AF, 61-0013

The Bones or B-1B came next and 4 of those GE F-101 engine thundering in your face 30 to 40 
yds away can be quite an experience. The roar, smell and concussion of those engine makes 
you feel the power of the Bones and have full respect of this aircraft.  The B1B have gone throu-
gh a comprehensive upgrades so the cold war days of low level penetrating nuclear strike 
capability of this strategic bomber have been change to a more robust conventional and anti-
terrorist warfare scenario of the 21st century. The notable mounting of the Sniper XR pod on 
the starboard side gives the Bones precision strike capability plus the Block D and E suite that 
enable the “Bones” to have upgrade added Joint Direct Attack Munition (JDAM), ALE-50 Towed 
Decoy System, and anti-jam radios.
B-1B by Serial Number
B-1 EL 34BS 85-0072, 85-0079, + 1 more
B-1 EL yellow/blue 85-0066/28BW

We were fortunate to have got the E-3G launching with the heavies on this mission which in 
the past, AWACS launch was usually left for the night mission. 552nd Air Control Wing, 963rd 
Airborne Air Control Squadron, E-3B/C/G, Tinker AFB, Oklahoma did a single ship launch which 
also shows a 2nd jet on the hot ramp.

The Fighter jets launch started with the Aggressors from 64th Aggressors of Nellis AFB. They 
currently fly the F-16C Blk 25 and 32 version simulating enemy gen 3 and 4 aircraft. The 
64th Aggressors spot with the most color camouflage pattern and Eastern bloc BORD number 
whereby in this Exercise we have the Blue Flanker Camo, Desert Flanker Camo, Artic Camo, 
Blizzard and Lizard Camouflage pattern. These pattern mimic the Eastern Bloc MIG-29, SU27 
and other adversaries. The camouflage pattern is discussed in detail in this article 
http://airwingspotter.com/64th-aggressor-squadron-camouflage-scheme/

The Turkish Air Force flew in 2 squadrons of F-16 of the Blk 40 and 50 variants coming from 
the 132 Filo (Fighter Squadron) and 141 Filo (Fighter Squadron).Two aircrafts with special demo 
markings was present during this deployment.
Turkish F-16 by serial number
88-0035, 89-0037, 89-0044, 90-0011 special paint, 91-0011 special paint, 92-0023

Italian Air Force deploy with Typhoon EF-2000 in different variants namely Tranche 1 and 2. 
8 of their Eurofighter EF 2000 Typhoons from 4º Stormo (4th Wing) and 36° Stormo (Wing) 
based at Grosseto Air Base, Gioia del Colle Italy flew in with 2x 767 Tanker support. This is the 
1st attempt of the Italian Airforce to participate in the Red Flag Exercise. Italian detachment 
commander Col. Marco Bertoli did indicate that the primary mission of the EF2000 was of AIR 
to AIR mission however during the launch we did see 2x EF2000 of Tranche 2 variant armed 
with GBU-16 and Rafale Ligtening III targeting pod. The detachment also include 5x EF2000 of 
Tranche 1 variants. One aircraft was photographed with the GBU-16 on the launch and on return 
with empty pylon shows multi role mission being tested in this Red Flag Exercise. 

Typhoon EF2000 by serial number
MM7272/36-14, MM7271/4-15, MM7276/36-05, MM7284/36-10,MM7300/4-44, 
MM7301/4-53, MM7302/36-25, MM55130/4-33

4th Fighter Wing, 336th Fighter Squadron, Rocketeers F-15E, Seymour Johnson AFB, North 
Carolina came next with the Mud Hens…… F-15E. The F-15E shows its pure power laden with 
AIM-120, AIM9M and LGB or JDAMS. All of them spot with the Sniper XR and Lantirn pods
F-15E by Serial Number
336FS 86-0187, 87-0177 no flash, 87-0195, 88-1668, 88-1671, 88-1673, 88-1682, 88-1687, 
88-1700, 88-1706, 89-0474, 89-0488/336FS, 89-0490

Probably this is the 1st time we get to see 2 Squadron of T-38C Talon participated in Red 
Flag. All 2 units are from the Great State of Texas Namely, 435th Fighter Training Squadron 
Randolph AFB and 88th Fighter Training Squadron Sheppard AFB.  We get to see 1st hand 
how aggressive these nimble “ MIG-21” like aircraft maneuvers. I have had a good chance of 
seeing these T38 in action being station in TX, but seeing them in Red Flag gives me lots of 
respect to these pilots. I have also see lots of aggressor roles being taken by T-38 aircraft 
like those from Whiteman AFB, Langley and Tyndall AFB! All having its own Black painted 
T-38 taking the role of Aggressors for our F-22A Raptor Squadrons.

T-38 Aircraft by Serial Number
88th FTS EN 88FTS 61-0848, 65-10322, 65-10358, 65-10457, 68-8138
435th FTS RA 435FTS 68-8157, 68-8189, 68-8201, 69-7079, 70-1564

Weapon School F-15, F16 and A-10 have been flying quite actively before and after the Red 
flag launches. Aircraft from 16th 17th and 19th Weapon School of F-16, F-15 and A-10C re-
spectively been flying quite a bid of mission while we were on base. 
Rotary Wing have been very active in Red Flag 16-2. We have the US Navy Helicopter Sea 
Combat Squadron 21, MH-60, Naval Air Station North Island, California. They flew in their 
color bird which spots a beautifully painted Eagle on the tail.  Unfortunately we did not get 
to photograph much of the Chopper since she was either too far or did not fly through our 
path, US Marines brought in both the AH-1Z and UH-1Y nfrom HMLA-169 from 15th MEU and 
been flying very active during the Exercise. 

Article and Pictures by Dave Chng
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#on-top

by Danny Reijnen

Bringing home 
1st RNLAF F-35

116   Spotters Magazine



Bringing home 
1st RNLAF F-35
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The Dutch Parliament approved an order for eight Lockheed Martin F-35As in 
March 2015, confirming the aircraft as the official replacement for the F-16 for 
the Royal Netherlands Air Force. This lot of eight F-35s will be delivered in 2019. 
The current program of record for the Netherlands is for up to 37 aircraft. Cur-
renlty, there are two Dutch jets flying and four Dutch pilots who have completed 
training, along with several trained maintainers. 
On the 23th of May 2016, the first two Dutch F-35A aircraft, AN-1 (F-001) with 
about 370 flying hours and AN-2 (F-002) with about 340 flying hours, have ar-
rived at Leeuwarden air base, in the Netherlands, at the end of the type’s first 
eastbound transatlantic crossing.
Pilot’s Colonel Bert “Vidal” de Smit and Major Pascal “Smiley” Smaal conducted 
a fly by for nearly 2,000 base members, dignitaries and media before touching 
down. The dutch Minister of Defence Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert was the first 
person to greet the two crew members. Their arrival was broadcasted live to 
the entire country.
In 2015, the dutch Minister of Defense made a commitment to do everything in 
her power to bring an F-35 to the Netherlands, as a means by which to remove 
concerns of residents in the areas of Leeuwarden and Volkel and to allow local 
residents experience the sound of the F-35 while also affording them the oppor-
tunity to voice their opinions.
 On the 26th of May 2016, these flights were successfully performed in the areas 
close to the airbases at Volkel and Leeuwarden. The F-35 flew in the afternoon 
and early evening, including an afterburner take-off, which was requested by the 
residents, the F-35 flew profiles alongside an F-16 - as they would normally do 

from both bases. The aircraft flew 28 sorties in order to give the local residents 
suffice opportunity to really experience exact noise levels.
The peak levels of the noise produced by the F-35 were measured on different 
locations in the neighbourhood of both airfields and were about 3 db higher then 
the peak level of the F-16.
In an interview with Colonel De Smit, De Smit stated that if the planes were in 
Holland just for the noise flights they would be done in three days. Because the 
dutch airfields have hardened shelters and in the United States the planes are 
operating out of sunshets, this is the perfect opportunity to perform tests with 
the planes in hardened shelters. This because the F-35 has more power then 
the F-16 wich could develop more fibration in the shelters and could damage the 
shelter and plane in worst case. 
“ The time that the F-35’s are in the Netherlands, the airforce is testing their 
equipment, their logistics and ofcourse the planes. If problems occure this is the 
time to discover problems and solve the problems before the planes arrive in 
2019 ”, De Smit stated. 
During the next three years  the Netherlands prepares for a total of 37 aircraft 
permanently based, starting with Leeuwarden  Airbase in 2019 and then Volkel 
Airbase in 2021.
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tiger 
meet 2016

by CSABA Czeilinger

After last year’s Tiger Meet, I have decided I want to take part on 2016 
edition too. In Konya we already had romurs about the location of the 
NTM 2016. And finally one of them been true. 

The Tiger Meet in this year been held in Zaragoza, Spain by the Ala 15 
Squadron. My journey to Zaragoza started from London Luton airport 
on the 19th of May with the first easyJet flight to Barcelona. Unluckily 
the French Air Traffic Controllers made a decision about a strike and 
I nearly missed my chance to fly to Barcelona, but luckily they give to 
us a slot trough their airspace. After a nearly 2 hours long flight I have 
arrived to Barcelona and I was there much earlier then I expected, so I 
catched the earliest bus I just can. Because of this, I got the oppurtoni-
ty to catch most of the Thursday’s main mission landing session. After 
a couple hours photography session on the side of Zaragoza Air Base I 
was heated up for the Spotter’s day. 

After all of this thankfully to my friend I reached my hotel quickly and 
I can start planning my day in the airbase. Which one wasn’t easy be-
cause in this year the avgeeks just one day in the base not like in Konya 
we had 2 complete days in the base. So I had to plan carefully if I don’t 
want to miss anything. Finally I made my plan with my friend’s help and 
I just need a nice and long sleep to be ready for the big day. 

On the Spotter’s day we were aloud to get into the base from 8:00 on 
the morning. With my friend we made a deal about a 7:30 meeting in 
the town and get there in time. Because Spain is much more attrac-
tive country for many people then Turkey it was about 3 times more 
spotter on the big day. On the way to the base at the first check point 
where we entered the wider area of the base our car been inspected 
for explosive devices. As usual we were clear. So we carried on to the 
car park. The Spanish military forces give to us a clear and easy route 

to our parking position. After grabbing our cameras and every other 
stuff what we need next to the runway we locked the car and start 
our jurney to the selected position. But first we had to go trough on 
a check for explosive materials. 

The spotterday had a couple major changes. The main one is the pho-
togrpahers been allowed to get close to the runway only between 
9:30 and 12:30 because the security forces can’t granted their sup-
port after 14:00. And the second one is becuse the organiser had a 
couple problems during the spotters day planning they won’t charge 
anyone for being there but I think all of us whe been there donated 
to them the full price because it must be a hard work to organise a 
this kind of event for this many people. Between 12:30 and 14:00 the 
display teams do their practice flight for the Satuday’s open day. 
The shadow mission was planned to start at 9:30. and because of 
this changes they flown most of the tiger livery aircrafts. After the 
shadow mission landings we been directed out from the area and we 
can take a look on the APRON where the non Spanish forces and a 
couple local aircraft been parked. At 14:00 we lined on the closest 
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point where we just can from the taxiway. But this place was far away from 
everything. After 10 minutes negotation with the last soliders who left there 
to keep us safe distante from the active zones they have seen we wont be 
dangerous to any aircraft they let us to line up to the side of the taxiway. The 
main mission take offs stared after 14:00 and the aircrafts start returning 
to the base around 16:00. On the main mission much more aircraft practiced 
because the shadow mission was mainly for the spotters only. In my oponion 
it was a great day. Every military aviation lover should be at least once on a 
Tiger Meet in their life! And I think we should say a spacial thanks to the: NATO 
Tiger Association to organise this day. To the Ala 15 and the Zaragoza Air base 
to be the host of the event! And of course to every single squadron who take 
part with their aircrafts on the spotters day and let us to catch many rare 
aircrafts in incredible paint schemes!

Flying Regards Csaba Czeilinger”
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#photo-report

Eisenhower 
Carrier Strike Group 
Visits Italy
by Raffaele Fusilli

Five ships from the Dwight D. Eisenhower Carrier Strike Group 
(Ike CSG) conducted port visits across Italy as part of the Great 
Green Fleet partnership between the U.S.-Italian navies, June 17-
22.

Aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69)(Ike) and guided-
missile cruiser USS San Jacinto (CG 56) visited Naples, while 
guided-missile destroyers USS Mason (DDG 87) moored in Genoa, 
USS Roosevelt (DDG 80) in Civitavecchia and USS Nitze (DDG 94) 
in Trieste. 

Prior to the port visits, the ships participated in a multi-day pas-
sing exercise (PASSEX), involving units of the Italian Navy’s Flotta 
Verde. The PASSEX highlighted energy conservation operations 
including short-cycle mission and recovery tanking (SMART), 
configuration management, trail shaft operations, steady-state 
transit, autopilot and minimized bleed air. It also involved a re-
plenishment-at-sea event during which the Italian oiler ITS Etna 
(A5326) gave more than 15,000 gallons of advanced fuel (F76 
equivalent) to Mason.

“The recent Great Green Fleet operations in the Mediterranean, 
along with the strike group port visits throughout Italy further 
highlight energy conservation technologies for both navies and 
emphasizes our enduring partnership with Italy,” said Rear Adm. 
Jesse Wilson, commander, Carrier Strike Group 10.

Port visits provide a mutual and increased understanding of 
culture and ideology, strengthen cooperation and enhance rela-
tionships between nations.

During the port visits, each ship hosted local civilian and military 
officials for a reception, conducted tours and community rela-
tions events. Our reporter Raffaele Fusilli, has had the chance to 
get on board and follow closely the deck’s operations.

 

#photo-report
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Eisenhower 
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#spotting-photo-report

Thracian Thunder
by Danny Reijnen
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Thracian Thunder
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The 74th “Flying Tiger” EFS in action in Bulgaria

Twelve A-10 Thunderbolt IIs from the 74th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron, 23rd 
Fighter Wing “Flying Tigers,” along with 350 supporting airmen, arrived in Amari Air 
Base, Estonia, Sept. 21st.
The A-10s, pilots, and maintainers, are part of a Theater Security Package deployment 
out of Moody Air Force Base, Georgia, in support of Operation Atlantic Resolve. Ope-
ration Atlantic Resolve continues as a demonstration of U.S. European Command and 
U.S. Air Forces in Europe’s commitment to the collective security of NATO members 
and partners. The training involved will enhance interoperability between systems 
and units.
As U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. Bryan France, 74th EFS commander stated in Estonia, “ Both 
the United States Air Force and the Estonian Air Force will gain tremendous benefits. 
It’s really a synergistic relationship that we gain when we are able to operate out 
of an airfield in a foreign country with our allies. We will be able to brief, execute, 
debrief together and learn those lessons and turn around and reapply them the next 
day.”
After months of training with their Estonian counterpart, other countries, and seve-
ral short small deployements, the A-10’s relocated to Graf Ignatievo airbase Bulgaria 
in januari 5th 2016, supporting the Operation Atlantic Resolve mission in Europe. 
Graf Ignatievo is the home of  3 Iztrebitelna Aviacionna Basa (3IAB), flying with the 
Mig29’s.
In 2015 several units of the United State Airforce got the chance to train against the 
Bulgarian Mig 29’s in relation with their deployments. 
Major-General Rumen Radev, commander of the Bulgarian Air Force stated on 23th 
of februari that the Bulgarian Airforce can offer good training possibilities with their 
Mig 29’s because they fly without any limitations. 
Together with the SU-25’s, normaly based at Bezmer air force base but now also 
temporarily based at Graf Ignatievo, the A-10’s took part in the excercise Thracian 
Thunder 2016.
The major goals of Thracian Thunder 2016 are: the improvement of operational com-
patibility of Bulgaria’s air forces for participation in operations under NATO com-
mand, the improvement of flight technique of the personnel, as well as the improve-
ment of logistic activities and maintenance of guest units.
Territory of the Graf Ignatievo air base and the Novo Selo training ground will be the 
venue of the joint training flights of Bulgarian Air Forces and 74th EFS, United States 
Air Force.
During their deployment, 74th EFS pilots took the chance to train in unimproved 
surface landings on an austere landing strip at Plovdiv, to simulate conditions of 
a deployed environment. This kind of training provides commanders the ability to 
project combat capability to areas otherwise denied by traditional airpower methods 
as explained by Lt. Col. Bryan France, 74th EFS commander: “The A-10 is a fighter 
aircraft that specializes in close air support, this training will prepare our pilots to 
land in a variety of surface conditions allowing us to bring the fight even further.”
The 74th EFS executed Combat Search en Rescue training during their small de-
ployment to Plovdiv. CSAR training involved A-10C Thunderbolt II integrating with 
a Bulgarian AS-532 Cougar helicopter to help locate, verify and extract surviving 
Airmen.
“ Our ability to work with our allies ensures that if we were ever to have a combat 
search and rescue scenario for real, we are going to be well trained,” said U.S. Air 
Force Capt. Thomas Ainscough, 74th EFS chief of plans. “It gives us a dedicated play-
book to reference when we need to execute these complicated and dynamic missions. 
We will be used to working with each other to rescue that survivor.”
The 74th EFS and the Bulgarian military conducted numerous CSAR training missions 
in February and will continue to do so with the goal of enhancing interoperability and 
perfecting the CSAR capability.
In Januari 2016 Defense Secretary Ash Carter announced that the A-10 not to be 
retired until 2022. That gives the “Flying Tigers” the time and oppertunity to train 
with their allies and hopefully gives other future A-10 Theater Security Packages the 
chance to come to train with their European allies and to make sure that the United 
States fullfil their commitment to the security and stability of Europe.
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#spotting-trip

LAUGHLIN 
BULLHEAD CITY Airport

by Giampaolo Tonello

Laughlin/Bullhead International Airport is a public use airport located 
one nautical mile north of the central business district of Bullhead 
City, in Mohave County, Arizona, United States It is owned by Mohave 
County. The airport is across the Colorado River and one block away 
from Laughlin, Nevada.
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Grand Tour of Air Power Expo 2016 

BAS Ft Worth JRB
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Articles and Pictures from
Bill Havel and Dave Chng

“We have a unique opportunity to report this airshow from the arrival day/ 
practice day, Actual airshow days and departure. This grand overview shows 
unique pictures that most airshow coverage do not cover.”
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Friday April 22: Arrival and Practice Day

One of the best days to photograph air shows is the day before the actual 
show. Here in the US it is typically a Friday. Not only will you have the 
opportunity to photograph most of the scheduled acts who practice, like 
military TAC demos, but also the arrival of aircraft scheduled to be placed 
on static display.  
Add to that, shooting outside the base / airfield can afford you the oppor-
tunity for some unique angels to photograph from thereby setting some 
of your images apart from those who shoot at the show only. If you have 
the opportunity to photograph both, then that is even better as you can 
cover multiple angels.

Below (from top to bottom) are the aircraft that flew in for static display 
and/or actual show.  Those who practiced have a (*) next to their description.

Military Aircrafts

E/A-18G Growler, Modex 504, BuNo 166900, squadron VAQ-209 Starwar-
riors based out of (Naval Air Station) NAS Whidbey Island, Washington 
state, USA.

E/A-18G Growler, Modex 500 (CAG jet), BuNo 166895, squadron VAQ-209 
Starwarriors based out of NAS Whidbey Island, Washington state, USA.

F-18 A++ Modex  01, BuNO 162848, squadron VMFA-112 Cowboys based out 
of NAS Ft worth

A-10C BuNO. 78-094 and 79-197, 47th FS “Dogpatchers” DP AFRC Davis-
Monthan AFB (KDMA), Tucson AZ.

TC-12B Huron, BuNo 161517, squadron VT-35 Sting Rays based out of NAS 
Corpus Christi, Texas USA.  It is used for advanced turboprop training and 
for intermediate E-2 Hawkeye and C-2 COD training.

F-35C Lightning II, BuNo 168844, squadron VFA-101 Grim Reapers based 
out of Eglin AFB, Florida, USA. They are the Fleet Replacement Squadron 
(FRS) who train US Navy pilots to fly the F-35C.

B-52H BuNo 61-0017 squadron 307th Bomb Wing, Barkesdale AFB LA
MH-60R BuNo 167037 squadron Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadron 
(HSM) 48 Vipers base in NAS Jacksonville FL
C-130H BuNo 51367 Texas Air National Guard 136 Airlift Wing (136 AW), 
NAS Ft worth JRB

CH-47F BuNo 12-08880 squadron   214th Aviation Battalion US ARMY Fort 
Lewis, Washington

CH-47 BuNo from 2nd Battalion, 149th Aviation US ARMY San Antonio TX
Civilian Owned Warbirds 

*MiG-17 from fighter Jets Inc, owned and flown by Randy Ball

*CV-2B from the Cavanaugh Flight Museum, Dallas, TX, USA.

*A-37 Dragonfly from the Cavanaugh Flight Museum, Dallas, TX, USA.
*TA-4F Skyhawk, BuNo 153524, from the Collings Foundation Houston, 
Texas, USA.

C-17A, SN 80053 assigned to the 446 AW (Airlift Wing) which is an as-
sociate to the host 60 AW, McChord AFB (Air Force Base), Washington 
state, USA.

C-1A Trader, BuNo 146044, privately owned and flown.

T-44C Pegasus, BuNo 161061, squadron VT-31 Wise Owls based out of NAS 
Corpus Christi, Texas, USA. It is used for advanced turboprop training and 
for intermediate E-2 Hawkeye and C-2 COD training.

KC-10A Extender, assigned to the 349 AMW (Air Mobility Wing) which is 
an associate reserve unit assigned to the 60 AMW, Travis AFB, California, 
USA.

T-45C Goshawk, BuNo 165081, squadron VT-7 Eagles based out of NAS 
Meridian, Mississippi, USA. Pilots who graduate from this airframe go on 
to learn to fly USN and USMC tactical aircraft such as Hornets, Harriers 
and Prowlers.

T-6 Texan II , BuNo 04-715, squadron 8 FTS “8 Ballers” based out of Vance 
AFB , Oklahoma

Departure After the show.

While we were on base, we observe 301st FW hangers were full of F-16 
both from our local 301st FW and also 93rd FS. These jets were supposed 
to be deploying to Afghanistan on that same weekend. 
The After show aerial was fantastic since we get to catch the deployment 
launch of about 14 F-16C from mixed of 301st FW and 93rd FS. This was 
followed by Collins Foundation TA-4F, UH-1, AH-1 and OH6, the C1A, T45C 
and VFA-101 F-35C. 
As usual the Blue Angels left in a dramatic departure. The Blue Angels 
flotilla started with a four ship formation taking off followed by two ship 
with wing wave on takeoff. 
Final wave consists of a single #7 F-18D and Fat Albert C130 depature.
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#spotting-guide

Innsbruck
spotting guide
by PSC Verona
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“Spotting is not a crime”, was a message which, some time ago, has been around 
the world of social networks. Of course, thsi message was clearly directed to those 
countries where our passion is not yet conceived as an upstanding hobby, but is often 
seen as a hindrance, if not a problem for security and safety of the airports.
Obviously, not all countries have this philosophy, in some places you could find spot-
ting areas equipped with holes on the fences, accessible terraces (and often free to 
access), and a clear willingness for spotters and enthusiasts also from people who 
work at the airports.
This is the case of Innsbruck International Airport (LOWI/INN), a small Austrian airport 
which has great traffic during the winter season and becames an unmissable spotting 
destinations for the enthusiasts.
Easily accessible by car or public transport, Innsbruck airport represents a recurring 
appointment for spotters who come in this nice place from the half of December to 
March, a quarter of the year during which air traffic increases exponentially, espe-
cially on Saturdays.
The runway is east-west oriented (26/08) and the parallel taxiway runs in the south 
of the runway, also the terminal is in the south, while in the north you find the local  
aeroclub, which you’ll find extremely busy.
This runway orientation, optimal if you remain in the south side of the airfiels, offers a 
plenty of photographic opportunities at any time of day. The only limitation is, conside-
ring the winter season, the fact that the airport is in the middle of a valley and then, at 
a certain time, the sun hides behind the mountains behind the spotters.
However during the day you have not limits to your fantasy: from landings (usually 
from RWY26, except for a few rare cases in which the aircraft make a thrilling visual 
approach to RWY08) and taxies, and of course take offs with the snowy mountains in 
background that dues to the optical effect seem lick the ridges a few hundred meters 
from the wings. 
As we told at the beginning of the story this is a spotters friendly airport as you can 
find that in the airport fences there are a lot of dedicated holes in which you can 

easily insert the lens without any risk of damage. This feature is widespread in all the 
Austrian and Swiss airports.
Another great feature are car parks, you can safely leave the car in special areas 
and then walk to look for the best location based on the type of photographs that you 
want to take.
In winter, coinciding with the WEF (World Economic Forum) in Switzerland, it is possi-
ble to catch military aircraft patrolling the Austrian airspace.
In addition to spotting points along the fences, you can also access the spotters ter-
race in the terminal. Until a few years ago, it was considered one of the Europe’s 
most beautiful terraces overlooking the apron, but because of the extension of the 
underlying waiting rooms and the related extension of the overlay and the presence of 
some intrusive light domes, the view has been reduced and is more difficult to make 
close up of the aircraft noses in the square. 
All the other operations are well documentable, included takeoffs from RWY08 with 
the breathtaking view of the aircraft which climbs  close to the mountains. From this 
position you can also take shots of another kind of this airport’s air traffic, the genera 
aviation and the business aviation: the right side of the apron in fact is usually full of 
bizjets and helicopters.
Because there is no prohibition, it is possible to stop there also in the evening, when 
thanks to the tripod you can do amazing photos.
In short, it is an airport that involves you from morning to late evening as a few others 
in Europe, which offers more and different shots in a special atmosphere. It is a de-
stination that we recommend to everyone at least once a year, perhaps together with 
other friends. We guarantee it will be an experience you will not forget!
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KODAK EKTRA Smartphone is Designed for Photographers 
– from Enthusiasts to Experts

Eastman Kodak Company and Bullitt Group unveiled the KODAK EKTRA Smart-
phone, a photography-led smartphone designed for those with a passion for pho-
tography, from enthusiasts to experts. The KODAK EKTRA Smartphone fuses the 
best of Kodak’s rich history in imaging with the latest innovations in smartphone 
photography. Launching soon across Europe, the KODAK EKTRA Smartphone lets 
keen photographers capture exceptional images, whatever the environment, with 
an incredibly fast smartphone, tuned for the best in image quality and media 
management.

Jeff Clarke, Kodak Chief Executive, said: “Kodak has a rich history in imaging 
technology and the launch of the KODAK Smartphone today demonstrates our 
ongoing commitment to bringing the latest advances in photography to consum-
ers. The original KODAK EKTRA Camera was launched in 1941 and in its latest 
reincarnation, opens up a world of creative opportunities to all who care about 
photography.”

At the heart of the KODAK EKTRA Smartphone is a 21-megapixel fast focus camera 
sensor with f2.0 aperture, and an industry leading 13-megapixel front-facing 
camera with Phase Detection Auto Focus PDAF and f2.2 aperture. The custom 
built camera app is controlled by an intuitive haptic touch, SLR-style Scene 
Selection Dial, where adjustments are made in real time via a range of settings 
including HDR, Landscape, Portrait, Macro, Sport, Night-time, Panorama and 
Bokeh, alongside a Smart Auto mode which auto-selects the best conditions for 
your photographs. In Manual mode, more advanced users can adjust exposure, 
ISO, focus, white balance and shutter speed, with the results being visible on the 
screen as changes are made.

The KODAK EKTRA Smartphone has an ergonomically weighted and high quality 
industrial design, underlining its camera styling and featuring a dedicated dual 
press shutter button in the horizontal style of traditional cameras. The device 
also features a Super 8 app, providing professional effects reminiscent of 
Kodak’s iconic Super 8 film stocks.A lightning-fast HELIO X20 Decacore proces-
sor powers the ANDROID Marshmallow smartphone.

The KODAK EKTRA Smartphone includes editing software from SNAPSEED, 
providing exceptional tools to edit images on-the-go, without having to download 
any additional apps. This enables users to transform images with professional 
results similar to many popular desktop image editors. Sharing the results in 
real time is also easy with integrated social media apps and the Prints app is a 
simple way to select your best shots to be professionally printed.
“It has been a joy to work with Kodak, their clear brand direction and pho-
tography knowledge, combined with our customer and technology insight has 
culminated in the beautiful and powerful KODAK EKTRA Smartphone,” said Peter 
Stephens, CEO Bullitt Group, mobile device licensee for Kodak. “We are excited to 
reach out to this dynamic and engaged photography category and look forward 
to getting this camera phone into people’s hands.”

KODAK EKTRA Smartphone key features:

•ANDROID 6.0 (Marshmallow)
•Professional results from a 21MP fast focus camera sensor with F2.0, PDAF, 
OIS, Dual LED Flash
•13MP phase detection auto focus front-facing camera with F2.2 PDAF
•Helio X20 2.3GHz Decacore processor with 3GB RAM
•32GB memory, expandable with MicroSD cards
•Advanced Manual Mode – adjustable on Exposure, ISO, Focal Length (Manual/
Auto), White Balance, Shutter Speed, Aperture (fixed f2.0 main camera)
•Familiar scene selection dial experience – includes scene modes Smart Auto, 
Portrait, Manual, Sports, Bokeh, Night-time, HDR, Panorama, Macro, Landscape, 
Film / Video
•Integrated high quality printing app
•Super 8 Video Recorder
•Integrated social media sharing
•3000mAh, with USB 3.0 Type C fast charger

#news
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#news

Small body, big power – the EOS M5, a new flagship mirrorless camera from Canon

Fusing powerful DSLR performance with the portable convenience of a compact, 
Canon unveils a brand new EOS M mirrorless camera – the EOS M5. The first 
EOS to include Canon’s DIGIC 7 processor, it’s packed with the very best imaging 
technology, including a 24.2 Megapixel APS-C CMOS sensor and Dual Pixel CMOS 
AF for sharp, precise photos and dynamic, cinematic movies. The perfect com-
pact companion for high-end photographers, or an alternative to mid-level DSLR 
cameras, the EOS M5 is a landmark in Canon’s mirrorless range. 

Also introduced, the EF-M 18-150mm f/3.5-6.3 IS STM is the ideal all-occasion lens 
for EOS M cameras, with a versatile 8.3x optical zoom and 4-stop Image Stabilizer 
for sharp, handheld shots. At just 300g, the lens offers high-end performance in a 
small body, perfect for carrying with you as you capture everything in sight.
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#gear

Master Your Perspective with Optical Excellence: 
Nikon Adds Two Pro-Grade FX-Format Lenses to 
Celebrated NIKKOR Lens Lineup

Extraordinary Next-Generation AF-S NIKKOR 
70-200mm f/2.8E FL ED VR Sets a New 
Standard for Pro Telephoto Workhorse 
Lenses, While New PC NIKKOR 19mm f/4E 
ED is Nikon’s Widest Ever Tilt-Shift NIKKOR 
Offering
Nikon Inc. has announced two exciting FX-
format additions to the storied NIKKOR lens 
lineup, designed to achieve amazing optical 
performance for the most demanding pro-
fessional and enthusiast photographers. An 
evolution of one of Nikon’s most versatile and 
popular pro-zoom lenses, the newly redesigned 
AF-S NIKKOR 70-200mm f/2.8E FL ED VR sports 
an updated optical formula capable of amazing 
image quality, while optimized for high-speed 
shooting. Also introduced today is Nikon’s 
widest perspective control lens to date, the PC 
NIKKOR 19mm f/4E ED tilt-shift lens, which helps 
photographers effortlessly control perspective 
when capturing architecture, interiors, fine art, 
product photography and landscapes. 
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#gear

Capture action in stills and movies: Canon launches 
the EF 70-300mm F/4-5.6 IS II USM with fast, 
whisper quiet Nano USM for wildlife and sports

Canon has introduced the EF 70-300mm F/4-
5.6 IS II USM – a truly versatile telephoto lens, 
replacing the EF 70-300mm f/4-5.6 IS USM, 
for hobbyists and advanced photographers and 
videographers alike. The sleek and compact EF 
70-300mm F/4-5.6 IS II USM has an impressive 
70-300mm focal range, helping you capture a 
variety of subjects from a distance, and whilst on-
the-move, whether you’re looking to shoot sports, 
wildlife, action or movies. Offering cutting edge 
AF and optical technology suited for photography 
and movies this lens is a welcome addition to any 
kit bag for advanced users of the EOS System. 
Designed for use with either APS-C or Full Frame 
cameras, from the EOS 80D to EOS 6D – it’s a high 
performance lens to get closer to the action and 
create impactful results to capture the moment.
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Brevitē Follows Up Kickstarter Success with Two 
New Camera-Ready Backpacks 

#gear

Brevitē, developer of versatile and multifunc-
tional camera backpacks for photographers, 
announced the launch of its latest products, the 
Rolltop and the Rucksack. Each camera back-
pack’s classically-elegant look masks a feature 
studded interior earmarked by Brevitē’s signature 
removable camera-carrying system which allows 
each backpack to easily transition from a camera 
backpack to an everyday travel bag. The two 
new designs share similar feature sets with the 
company’s original backpack, born of Kickstarter 
in 2015, to provide photographers with a universal 
carrying solution that can take them anywhere. 
While photographers can currently pre-order the 
new Brevitē Rolltop and Rucksack at a pre-launch 
discount, the new packs will be available for direct 
purchase in mid-September. For more informa-
tion, or to purchase, please visit: http://www.
brevite.co/

Founded by three brothers from Boston, M.A., 
Brevitē backpacks are designed to be as low pro-
file as possible while packing the most-impactful 
features into this under-the-radar shell. All three 
of the Brevitē backpacks rely on the company’s 
unique ecosystem that includes a removable pad-
ded camera compartment to protect the valuable 
gear. Dubbed “The System” this removable insert 
can be swapped between all three Brevitē bags 
allowing customers to purchase just the backpack 
shell, if they have already previously own the 
protective insert. Despite their incognito look, the 
Brevitē backpacks were purposefully-designed 
to carry up to a full-frame DSLR with attached 
lens, and extra 70-200mm zoom lens with room 
to spare for an additional lens and other small 
accessories.

“Each of our Brevitē backpacks was designed to balance 
our desire to explore and photograph what awaits us in life, 
and this core expectation demanded a backpack that could 
provide comfort, beauty and functionality all in one package,” 
said Brevitē co-founder Brandon Kim. “With our new 
Rolltop and Rucksack, we wanted to maintain the purposeful 
features that were so well received by our original Kickstarter 
backers while bringing multiple new looks to our growing 
product lineup.”

http://www.brevite.co/

Rolltop

Rucksack
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While the new Rucksack and Rolltop backpacks differ slightly in exterior materials, the Rucksack 
featuring a nylon outer layer while the Rolltop offers a waterproof polyester exterior, both are packed with the 
intuitive features that photographers expect, including:

• Multiple access doors allow photographers to reach their camera and gear quickly 
• Integrated laptop sleeve holds up to a 15” laptop 
• Hideaway rain cover to provide maximum protection in all kinds of weather
• Memory card holders sewn into the sternum strap and hip belt
• External compression straps can tote a tripod, skateboard or just about anything else 
• Sweat wicking back materials deliver on all-day comfort
• Removable lens cap buckle on the shoulder strap is compatible with 52, 58 and 67mm caps
• Sunglasses loop on shoulder strap  and water bottle holder
• Internal organizer pocket
• External dimensions of each pack are around 18”x13”x6”

Rucksack

Rolltop
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US Coast Guard
San Diego Air Station
by Salvatore Roccella

#report

From a simple request to photograph the helicopters from the road, I 
have been given the opportunity to visit USCG Air Station San Diego real-
izing the dream to spend a beautiful day together with the guys of  this 
glorious USCG’s unit. 
In 1935, the Coast Guard Air Station San Diego was created, and what 
was unique about that was the first pilot in the Coast Guard, Elmer Stone, 
the first number one pilot, became the first commanding officer of the 
Air Station. Since then, times have changed, aircrafts have changed, but 
the location has remained the same. The hangar is original, it was built 
in 1935. Since then, USCG have added additional ships, small boats and 
added additional types of aircraft. USCG used to have fixed wing aircraft 
and seaplanes, now those are gone. Currently this unit of the Coast 
Guard is responsible for search and rescue, law enforcement, a myriad 
of missions, from the south 
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of the border in Mexico extending hundreds of miles offshore, but also 
extending east to the borders of Arizona and New Mexico and some of 
the areas of the deserts because of the rivers that are there. The USCG 
also provide safe navigation for all of the waterways in those areas. 
San Diego is also home for two specialized units of the Coast Guard: 
Marine Maritime Safety and Security Team and Pacific Area Tactical Law 
Enforcement Team. This year USCG is celebrating its 100th anniversary 
of the aviation service. 

Today the Air Station San Diego is one of the better equipped Coast 
Guard units in the West Coast. In addition to an impressive maritime 
component, composed by a fleet of boats and ships, USCG deploys in Air 
Station San Diego three Sirkorsky MH-60 Jayhawk helicopters. 
The main tasks of the base are varied and range from coastal patrol, anti 
smuggling activities, marine environment protection, collaboration with 
police forces and government agencies, and lastly the search and rescue 
which is the most significant and best known activity of the USCG.
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During my visit in the base I had the good fortune to interview two crew 
members of the MH-60 helicopters fleet, a rescue swimmer and a pilot, 
interviews below.

Rescue Swimmer Petty Officer 2nd Class Chris Moore

Q:  How many years of training to become a rescue swimmer.

A:  The school is only six months long now. When I went to school, it was 
four months plus an apprenticeship program before that, so it was  still 
a total of six months. There aren’t very many rescue swimmers in the 
Coast Guard. There are less than 400, and the Coast Guard has 40,000 
people, so sometime you have to wait a long time to get the opportunity 
to go to the school. Sometimes people have had to wait for years to go 
to the school. After you graduate school, you have additional training 
(medical, EMT, other qualifying training) which takes an additional month, 
but throughout your career you get continuing education for different 
kinds of rescue scenarios like high surf, cliff rescues, stuff like that. It 
continues on, even though the school is only six months.

Q:  What is the hardest mission you had to face in your career?

A:  There have been a few terrible ones.  Just recently, here in San 
Diego about a month and a half ago, there was a sailboat about 200 miles 
off of Los Angeles, west of L.A., they lost the rudder, so they had to 
get off the boat and had to get out of the water.  We got there late at 
night, it was very dark, the ocean was in a confused state so the waves 
were coming from every direction, and I had to go in the water and swim 
next to the boat and the people jumped in the water one at a time.  One 
person jumps in and I take them to the helicopter, and the helicopter 
picks them up.  What made it difficult is the winds were blowing at 30 
knots, so I was having trouble keeping up with the boat. I went in the 
water, and I was swimming as hard as I could swim just to catch up to 
the boat, then I had to grab onto the boat, have them jump in the water, 
and help them to the helicopter to be picked up. I was in the water for 
about 40 minutes, and I was exhausted when I was done.  The latter half, 
we used the helicopter to position me in a different location to make it 
easier for me to get to the boat.  The boat was getting usetted because 
the wind was blowing so hard, as soon as I get in the water, there goes 
the boat!.  So that was the hardest one here.

When I was stationed in Kodiak in Alaska for four years 2008-2012, and 
there was a skier who fell down a mountain, and sustained really bad 
injuries.  He fell 1,000 feet, tumbling end over end into a bowl, and he 
was pretty messed up.  We got over there, the weather was really bad 
and they had to put me down, because of the weather— the clouds were 
here, and he was over there, and they had to put me down kind of low and 
then I had to hike up to him and I had to put the snowshoes on my feet 
and carry the EMT kit and the back board and the litter, and I had to hike 
all the way like maybe 300 feet up to him, package him all up, lower him 
back down and get picked up again. To do all that by yourself is very 
exhausting.  Those are my two most difficult cases.

Q:  What about the movie The Guardian? Is it true?

A:  It is not based on a true story, but they did base it on the 
training that we do and the job that we do, but when Hollywood gets 
behind it, it is not going to be accurate. The training, the school 
portion, is pretty accurate.  The intensity is there, the location was 
not where we train, and a lot of the fighting doesn’t happen too much. 
You go in the water, and there is an instructor who is trying to … he’s 
panicking as a survivor and he’ll take you underwater and you have to 
keep it together and save him, but I have not come across a scenario 
where anybody has punched the instructor—that’s Hollywood. There are 
other things, like you see when they do the rescues, the actors jump out 
of the helicopters at night;  we don’t jump out of the helicopter at 
night. So if the sun has set, we don’t jump out of the helicopter.  
There are some differences there, but it does portray kind of what we do 
and the intensity of it.
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Ten. Pilot Dan Beshoar, Lieutenant 

Q:  What made you become a pilot?

A:  Ever since I was young, I just really wanted to be a military pilot. 
I looked into the navy first, then the air force, and finally settled on 
the coast guard. I like the missions that we do;  it’s about saving 
lives, not killing people, and that’s what I really liked about it. I 
had to try very hard to get my application in to become a pilot. I went 
through two years of school , and now I am here in San Diego.

Q:  How is the feeling with your team?

A:  It’s great. We have a very cohesive team.  We communicate, we talk 
about the mission.  It’s really amazing how we can come together and 
pull the mission off.  When there’s a challenge, and something that is 
going to be really difficult, it’s amazing what the team can come up 
with, their thoughts and solutions.

Q:  Who works on your team?

A:  Any time we go flying as a duty crew, it’s going to be two pilots 
and a flight mechanic and a rescue swimmer in back. The pilots are 
flying in front, the flight mech is in the back working the hoist, and 
if we are near a boat, the flight mech will tell the pilots where we 
need to be moving, left, right or back,  to get us in the right position 
to lower the rescuer swimmer down to swim and rescue the survivors.  He 
also runs the communications in back.

Q:  Do other pilots from other countries / departments work with you?

A:  I know we have an exchange program with other countries, Great 
Britain and one with Canada as well.  I know those two countries we have 
partnerships with.

Q:  How much time does it take to start flying from the rescue request

A:  Typically if it’s something that is an emergency and we know there 
are people in the water… from waking up (if we are across the bay 
sleeping) we are required to be in the air within 30 minutes, but 
sometimes as quickly as 20, depending on how long it takes to get 
airborne and on the way.

Q:  How many hours of training in a year to maintain your flying 
license?

A:  Typically an average pilot is flying 240 hours a year;  60 hours 
would be the bare minimum, but the average is 240 hours.

Q:  What was your hardest mission?

A:  The hardest mission I’ve had so far was probably three months ago.  
A gentleman was on a sailboat, trying to sail from San Diego to Hawaii, 
he was going into diabetic shock, having seizures, vomiting, delusions. 
We had to get him, he was 400 miles west of San Diego. The range of our 
helicopter is 300 miles, out and back.  So we were trying to figure out 
fuel planning; we ended up on a coast guard cutter landing and getting 
fuel;  went out, and the sail boat was a difficult hoist and we spent 
way more time on the scene than we wanted. We ended up going back to the 
cutter to get more fuel.  We were able to eventually get him home, but 
it was a very difficult case, especially being 400 miles offshore. If 
something were to happen to us, it would be a long time before someone 
would be able to come and get us. It was definitely a challenging case.
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What about the mighty MH-60 Jayhawk

The Sikorsky MH-60T Jayhawk is a multi-mission, twin-engine, medium-range helicopter operated 
by the United States Coast Guard for search and rescue, law enforcement, military readiness and 
marine environmental protection missions. Originally designated HH-60J before being upgraded 
and redesignated beginning in 2007, the MH-60T is designed to fly a crew of four up to 300 mi (483 
km) offshore, hoist up to 6 additional people on board while remaining on-scene for up to 45 min-
utes and return to base while maintaining an adequate fuel reserve. Normal cruising speed of the 
MH-60T is 135 to 140 kn (155 to 161 mph) and the aircraft is capable of reaching 180 kn (207 mph) for 
short durations. The MH-60T can fly at 140 kn (161 mph) for six to seven hours. 
Chosen to replace the HH-3F Pelican, the MH-60T is a member of the Sikorsky S-70 family of 
helicopters and is based on the United States Navy’s SH-60 Seahawk helicopter. Development began 
in September 1986, first flight was achieved on 8 August 1989, and the first HH-60J entered USCG 
service in June 1990. Production ended in 1996 after 42 helicopters were produced; three retired 
SH-60F Seahawks were also remanufactured to MH-60T specifications beginning in 2010. A total of 
42 MH-60Ts are in service with the Coast Guard. 
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I’d like to close my interview asking the last two questions to 
the Air Station’s PAO who helped us in make this day possible. 

Petty Officer Robert Simpson
Public Affairs, San Diego

Q:  What was the event that changed your career?

A:  When I first joined the Coast Guard, I was waiting to go to school 
for public affairs and I was a seaman on a ship in Alaska. What made me 
want to get into the job that I do… I am privileged to see everything 
that the Coast Guard does, and see everything from our boats and 
helicopters, and I am able to help tell the story of how exciting and 

how wonderful it is.  The Coast Guard’s missions are so important to 
saving people’s lives, not only just Americans, but maritime people 
everywhere—anybody in the water: boaters, fishermen, other militaries.  
We have a wonderful mission just rescuing people, and when I realized 
that, I knew I wanted to do this job.

Q: What’s the motto of the U.S Coast Guard?

A: The U.S. Coast Guard motto is Semper Paramus, which means “always 
ready”. The Coast Guard’s first founded in 1790, and since then the motto 
“always ready” implies everything we do. We stand ready to respond to 
all of the rescue requests 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
This is the smallest branch of the military US, roughly 14 thousands of 
members.
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To put this on a perspective, the police department in New York City, 
there’s more of them than any of us.
It’s not so hard to believe if you consider that the U.S Coast Guard’s mis-
sions are harder, longer and further reaching.

I’d like to thank you all the guys from  USCG Air Station San Diego who 
gave a little bit of their time to us, particular thanks to Mr Simpson who 
accompanied us in this awesome day in San Diego.

Salvatore Roccella
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Malta 
International AirShow
by Ray Biagio Pace

#report
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The Malta International Airshow is organised by volunteers from the 
Malta Aviation Society led by Chairman Joe Ciliberti, and this year’s 
edition was the 24th to be flaulessly organised. The volunteers work all 
year round to oversee that the maximum possible aircraft participate 
to delight the evergrowing local aviation enthusiasts and also a good 
amount of foreign enthusiasts who visit the Island for this purpose.

Unfortunately this year’s Airshow was a much smaller and differ-
ent event to those successfully held since its inception 24 years ago. 
The main factor was the late decision taken by the Authorities for the 
airshow to go ahead and for the relocation of the Flying display which ar-
rived at the 7th hour which this did not allow for the usual organisation/
invitations and lobbying with display teams to participate.  

Despite these setbacks, the Malta Aviation Society managed to pull off a 
great “treat” with the arrival of two Ukraine Air Force SU27 supported 
by the mighty IL76 apart from the Polish Iskra display team and the US 
Navy P-8A Poseidon aircraft.

On Saturday, the flying display took place along the coastline of Smart 
City, in the south of Malta, but to make matters worse, for the 1st time 
in 24 years, the organisers had to take the most difficult decision to 
cancel Sunday afternoon’s flying display due to the very bad inclem-
ent weather with heavy downpours and wind gusts apart from the 
very low cloudbase.

All these problems added to the low attendance to the airshow for the 
first time since its conception.  Hopefully, for the 25th Anniversary 
in 2017, the authorities will immediately reconsider their decision re 
flying display, a decision which came about due to a serious accident 
caused on the Airfield in a car charity event held a few days after the 
Malta Airshow in October 2015.
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Malta Aviation Society Chairman Joe Ciliberti said that  
“Considering the various changes, the main one being to move the flying 
display away from the airfield, the outcome was satisfactory. 
The cancellation of the Polish Air Force Su-22s to the airshow was a setback 
but the Polish Armed Forces were still well represented by the ISKRA 
display team and the Navy An-28. 
The Su-27s from Ukraine provided some raw power to the show and 
they were well appreciated both on the ground and in the air during the 
flying display. Most pilots prefer airfield displays to seaside shows. The 
attendance for the flying display at SmartCity Malta was quite good, and 
the offshore move also presented us with an opportunity to push the tim-
ings to sunset which meant that the Pioneer Team from Italy could give a 
wonderful sunset display. 
The weather conditions on Sunday were so unpredictable that it was 
wiser to cancel than face weather which nobody could forecast even 
for the coming 30mins. Some pilots told us they would not be able to fly 
in those conditions and some others offered to fly, thus we preferred 
not to go into the programme without knowing how it will be during the 
programme itself. It is my and some of the pilots’ opinion that had the 
flying display been on the airfield it would have marginally increased the 
chances of executing the programme, even if not to its fullest. 
MAS is prepared to organise the 25th edition in 2017, but with enforced 
changes from the authorities, it now does not depend on MAS alone to go 
for a decision”.
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Participants:
French Navy Falcon 50 reg_27
US Navy Poseidon P-8A reg_761 Flying, 434 Static
Italian Pioneer Aerobatic Display Team - Pioneer 330, reg_I-A688, I-A690, I-8524, 
I-A596
Italian Military Helicopter AB212_reg MM81212
Armed Forces of Malta Alouette SA316B reg_AS9211 Flying
Armed Forces of Malta B200 King Air reg_AS1227 Flying, AS1126 Static 
Armed Forces of Malta AW139 reg_AS1428 Flying, AS1630_Static  
Polish Air Force C295 reg_023
Polish Air Force Iskra Display Team reg_1/2011, 10/2013, 2/2008, 7/2007, 9/1715, 
3/2009 
Polish Navy AN28_reg 1117
Ukraine Air Force IL-76 reg_78820
Ukraine Air Force SU 27 Flanker reg 58 and 71
Sky People Malta - Piper reg 9H-FLY
Sky People Malta - Tecnam reg 9H-SKY
Diamond Flight Training - Diamond DA-42 Twin Star reg 9H-DFT, 
Diamond Flight Training  - Diamond Star DA-40D reg 9H-AGA
The Silver Chicken - Mudry CAP-21 reg I-SIVM
Malta School of Flying - (Saturday only)  Cessna F172M Skyhawk reg 9H-AEX,   
Malta School of Flying - (Saturday only)  Tecnam P.2006T reg 9H-PAT, 
Malta School of Flying - (Saturday only)  Tecnam P-92JS reg 9H-MSF 
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A2A
#portfolio

by Roberto Resnigo
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During the Pesaro Air Show, Roberto Resnigo had the opportunity 
to fly on board of the YAK52 and realize this beautiful photo report.
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Formation YAK-52 & YAK-50
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#spotting-report

red flag 
alaska16-3

by Dave CHNG
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Red Flag Alaska started at Clark AB, Philippines in 1976. 
Upon its closure this Air Exercise has moved to Eielson 
AFB, Alaska and renamed Cope Thunder.  In 2006 it was 
again renamed, this time Red Flag Alaska (RFA) which 
still stands today. 
This multi-service and multinational exercise has hosted 
various USAF units from the US Navy, US Marines and 
International Air Forces like Japan, Korea, Singapore, India 
and our NATO allies. RFA 16-3 was the last exercise at 
Eielson AFB for fiscal year 2016.  It was held from Aug 
4th to Aug 19th.  
Compared to the Red Flag Exercises held at Nellis AFB, 
NV,  this was smaller and comprised of about 80+ combat 
and supporting aircraft as well as hundreds of participants 
to include the local 18th Aggressor Squadron, pilots, ser-
vice members and aircraft from 13th FW, Misawa Air Base, 
35th FS, Kunsan AB,  336th FS, Seymour Johnson Air 
Force Base, 409th TFS, Royal Canadian Air Force 409th 
Tactical Fighter Squadron, Cold Lake, Canada, MacDill 
AFB, the local 168th Air Refueling Squadron, VAQ-135, 
Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Schriever AFB, Joint 
Base Elmendorf-Richardson and Fort Wainwright, Alaska.
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18th Aggressor Squadron
Flying the F-16 Block 30, the 18th Aggressors are the “red 
force”.  Their aircraft are painted in our “Opposing forces” 
camouflage colors. 
We spotted three different kinds of camouflage schemes; 
namely the Artic, Blue Flanker and Lizard schemes. 
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35th Fighter Squadron, Kunsan 
AB Pantons
Pantons carried the famous Wolf-
pack Emblem on the F-16C Blk 40 
tail with a blue tail fin. According 
to Capt Mayfield (35th FS) most 
of their missions lie on strike 
and air-to-ground while they also 
engage in some DCA ( Air to air 
engagement). 
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13th Fighter Squadron, Misawa 
AB (Panthers)
 They are part of the 35th Fighter 
Wing which houses both the 13th 
and 14th Fighter Squadrons. Both 
units fly the F-16C Block 50 with 
the CCIP which started back in 
1998. 
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336th Fighter Squadron, 
Seymour Johnson AFB (Rock-
eteers)
Rocketeers fly the F-15E Strike 
Eagle affectionately known by the 
aviators as “Mudhens”.
336th FS flies the F-15E equipped 
with LANTIRN pod , Sniper XR 
pod and the ASQ-236 radar 
pod.  Some aircraft from their 
sister squadron 335th FS Chiefs 
were spotted with no colored tail 
stripes while the Rocketeers have 
the yellow stripes. The F-15Es 
assigned to both of these units 
are equipped with P&W F-100 220 
engines.
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409th Tactical Fighter Squad-
ron, Cold Lake AB, Canada. 
The Canadian Air Force par-
ticipated in this Red flag with 8 
CF-188. The CF-188 uses F-18A 
and F-18B airframes but have 
been heavily upgraded to C+ 
configuration. 
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VAQ-135 Black Ravens , NAS 
Whibely Island
The US Navy participated with 4x 
EA-18G Growler supporting and 
training SEAD and DEAD missions. 
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Supporting Elements

KC-135 Tanker 927 ARS, 168 ARS.
All fighter jets cannot function without the proper support of tankers. 
These are the KC-135 doing the behind the scenes work of the flying 
“Texaco”

210 RQS Air Force Rescue.
Flying the HH-60 pave hawk helicopter rescuing down crew in combat. 
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The Men and women behind the scenes making these machines combat 
ready are the re-fueler, crew chiefs, weapon loaders, maintainers and 
the little people that are sometimes forgotten. Our tribute to their hard 
work and dedication to keep our country free.
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#spotting-report

the Flying legendS airShow 
Seen by a Spotter

It is many years that, unfailingly, in July I go to Duxford’s Flying Legends Airshow.  I 
know by heart all the paths, shortcuts, hangars and garages, but this year I’d like 
to tell about this airshow from the point of view of a spotter who, for the first time, 
enters the gates of the Imperial War Museum, in Cambridgshire, to attend the best 
warbirds air show in Europe.

It is surely a challenging trip because is expensive and requires a careful planning, 
unless you wanto to deprive yourself of a good part of the show, not being present 
on both Saturday and Sunday. 

My flight arrived in London Stansted airport, where many low cost carriers oper-
ate a lot of flights from anywhere in Europe, so you can choose to be in England 
the Friday before the show and to return the following Monday. This airport is near 
enough Duxford.
A car can give you the right freedom of movement from your hotel to the airfield, 
so I warmly suggest to rent a car, if you book in advance you can find very 
convenient fares. In my many travels to Duxford for the Flying Legends the average 
time seat in the car has never past the half hour, even if the roads around Duxford 
are all busy ways. 
A very nice thing in Duxford is that, despite being the Flying Legends a mass event 
which draws thousands of people, I never spent a minute waiting at the gates for 
the access in the morning and for the exit in the evening.

You should book in advance also your accomodation if you want to book a room 
near Duxford. If you haven’t special needs you can book a room at the Travelodge 
or at the Daisy Inn hotels that you can find in service areas near the main roads 
between London and Cambridge. If you book late and/or need more services, you 
can search for the hotels near Stansted Airport or choose an accomodation in 
Cambridge, both more expensive locations which offer more comfortable rooms 
and are better served by pubs and restaurants.

by Davide Olivati
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To access the airshow you have to buy a ticket. The entry fee bought at the gates costs 
about 37 pounds for a day, not really cheap, especially for who – like me – comes from 
the Euro-zone, but you can save some money if you book online a few days before. 
There are a lot of other fares and, for example, you can buy exclusive access to enclo-
sures with catering services, bathrooms and seats in front of the runway which allow to 
attend the air show from a great position also arriving at the last minute.
But a classic brave spotter the normal ticket is enough and allows the access to the 
museum and the hangars.

As soon as you enter the airport, the first thing to do is look for the preferred postion 
at the barriers, many people place a chair or a picnic towel in order to  occupy the 
chosen position and be free to visit the static display or the other features offered 
from this fantastic place before the airshow. It might seem rude, but I see that it is a 
practice accepted by all and, over the years, I have never seen scenes of intolerance. 
In this regard, once I attended a particular episode: a photographer with a ladder 
approached the barriers and prepared his position, but a security guard reached him 
by pointing out that the ladder could be positioned further back because that position 
would have disturbed the people behind and invited him peremptorily to move back. 
Nothing to say, a good sign of fairness and education. 
You can see the same care for the paying spectators also in the moment of the opening 
of the flight line, when the press and the accredited photographers are asked to move 
away allowing the public to take pictures without characters with high visibility jackets 
that might disturb their shootings. 

You can divide your day in Duxford between the morning and the afternoon. In the 
morning you can visit the static display (5 pounds for the access). From 9 to 12.30 you 
can visit the taxiway and take photos of all the aircraft parked in the grass. Many vol-
unteers, dressed with vintage uniforms, ensure the right distance between the visitors 
and the planes and lend themselves willingly to take very choreographic pictures.
In this context you have to bring two kind of lenses: wide angle for panoramic shots and 
medium tele-photo or tele zoom for more particular shots.
In addition to the static display you can vist also the museum and the hangars where 
you can see the aircraft which will not fly in the afternoon. This places are a bit dark 
and a full frame could be helpful to take high ISO shots preserving the quality of the 
image.
Among the other attractions, there is the vintage town with moke ups and people 
wearing period costumes, but also corners where you can buy of books, magazines, 
memorabilia and gadgets. Don’t forget to bring with you your credit card!
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The food will not be a problem as you can find every kind of English street food offered, 
fish and chips included of course (even if it isn’t exactly cheap because of the change). 
At around mid-day the traditional “packed lunch” appears on the lawns around the 
airfield for families and groups, for this option you can turn to various supermarkets 
where the “take away” packages reign. 

At 2 o’clock, puntually the engines of the aircraft are turned on and the airshow begins. 
The first group to take the sky is usually composed by a certain number of  Spitfires. 
Flight display last for 4 hours util 6 p.m. when the well known “Balbo Formation” 
closes the day with the massive fly over of all the aircraft which have flown during the 
afternoon. 
For the photos I suggest to bring with you at least a medim telephoto for taxiing aircraft 
and a tele zoom (until 400mm if you want to make some panning and not freeze the 
blades) for the flight display, of course other lenses could be useful for other particular 
situations.
In Duxford there are two side by side runways which orientation is 24/06, so you have 
also to take in mind that the light isn’t always optimal during the display. Only in the 
late afternoon you can benefit of near to perfect light conditions and for this reason I 
think that the best postitions to take photos in Duxford are the runway heads, where is 
positioned also the press.
Personally I prefer the head of the runway 06, from where I can shot the takeoffs (usu-
ally very low in order to increase the of the display) while from East I can catch aircraft 
entering the sky above the field with a remarkable banking angle wich allow to take very 
catchy shots. Once landed, all the aircraft will file in front of that position to get back in 
flight line.
From the head of runway 24 you can catch the aircraft entering the runway and the 
landings, but the  light is quite tricky until 3.30/4.00 p.m..
However keep always in mind that, being in England, the weather changes continuosly 
and quite suddenly, so the lack of sun might help you to contrast the backlight.

What else to say? Personally I would advise all the spotters to attend the Flying Legends 
Air Show at least once in the life, it will be an unforgettable expercience in a very spot-
ter friendly environment. Trust me, it’s worth!
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The Royal International Air Tattoo

THE WORLD’S GREATEST AIRSHOW

Few events can rival the intensity, drama and spectacle on offer 
at the world’s greatest airshow. The Air Tattoo, one of the UK’s 
premier outdoor events, is an event organized every summer a 
show of entertainment for all the family. Alongside the thrilling fly-
ing action, visitors will be treated to non-stop entertainment on the 
ground - so whether a wide-eyed first timer or a seasoned airshow 
veteran, the experience is breathtaking.
During the thrilling 7.5 hour flying display (4 hours on Friday) visi-
tors will get to see fast jets, giant transporters, historic aircraft, 
and much, much more. There will be a chance to meet the crews, 
get close to the aircraft and enjoy a feast of first class entertain-
ment including the Techno Zone, an interactive showcase designed 
especially for youngsters, the Vintage Village, Autodrome and the 
Adrenalin Zone.

With FREE entry for accompanied under-16s and FREE parking for 
ticket holders, the Air Tattoo offers great value for money day out.
The Air Tattoo is staged in support of the Royal Air Force Charitable 
Trust, a charity set up in 2005 to support the wider RAF family. As 
well as seeking to develop a spirit of air-mindedness in youngsters, 
it also aims to promote excellence with the Royal Air Force.
The next Air Tattoo takes place over the weekend of 14, 15, 16 July 
2017.

Source www.airtattoo.com

ph. Markus Altmann
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Airpower 2016
Austria‘s biggest ever airshow proved to be the climax of Styria‘s summer 
events calendar. Hinterstoisser Air Base in Zeltweg welcomed around 
300,000 AIRPOWER fans on September 2 and 3 for two nine-hour, action-
packed days of flying – including a demonstration by the Armed Forces, 
spectacular displays by the Flying Bulls and Red Bull Aces Exhibition and 
some of the best aerobatic display teams in Europe. The region also benefitted 
significantly from the family event.
Every AIRPOWER16 visitor had their own personal highlight. For some it 
was the aerobatic display performed by Frecce Tricolori. For others the 
„Historic Jet Formation“ involving all of the various jets ever to have 

served with the Austrian Armed Forces. Or the „Tiger Display“ with various 
different aircraft all sporting tiger liveries. Or the unique Flying Bulls
fleet, flying together for the very first time to perform a group formation 
with aerobatic manoeuvres.
Or perhaps the interception of a C-130 Hercules by two Eurofighters. 
Or the first Red Bull Aces Exhibition in Europe - a wingsuit slalom through 
airborne gates.
But there was one thing that the visitors, participants and organisers 
could all agree on: AIRPOWER16 has been a resounding success!

(source AIRPOWER.gv.at)

by Salvatore Roccella
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AIRPOWER16 facts & figures

- 4,000 soldiers and 1,500 civilians have contributed to the 
success of AIRPOWER16.
- AIRPOWER16 welcomed around 300,000 visitors on 
both days.
- Around 240 aircraft from 20 countries took part in the 
varied Static and Flying Displays –including 53 belong-
ing to the Austrian Armed Forces and 29 belonging to the 
Flying Bulls
- Peter Besenyei had to withstand forces of up to 10 g dur-
ing his aerobatic display.
- Around 350 journalists were on site 
- The wingsuit athletes of the Red Bull Aces Exhibition 
reached speeds of up to 250 km/h.
- The Flying Bulls spent a total of 2 years restoring the 
North American T-28B Trojan.
- 756 Armed Forces vehicles, including 26 tanks and 
armoured vehicles, were on duty at AIRPOWER16.
- 20 catering and 35 beverage stands kept visitors fed and 
watered on the show ground
- Preparations involved drawing up emergency plans for 
20 crisis scenarios
- Visitors were exemplary in complying with all the rules 
and regulations.
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