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SLOBODA 2017 
Batajnica AB

by Rob Hendriks/www.fly-by.nl

#report TJ-2
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This year on Friday October 20th a big military exhibition, called 
“Sloboda 2017” was held at Batajnica Airbase, near the Serbian 
capital Belgrade. Serbian President Aleksandar Vučić invited citi-
zens of Serbia to come to Batajnica Airbase with the message that 
they will see a different Serbian Armed Forces, which is slowly but 
surely strengthening the fighting and firepower of the army. During 
the demonstrations the public will see more than 2.200 members of 
the Serbian Armed Forces, more than 130 different vehicles, more 
than 50 aircraft and helicopters and multiple weapon and equipment 
projects on which the Serbian defense industry currently works. The 
event was attended by the Serbian President Aleksandar Vučić, and 
the highest state and military leaders of Serbia, Russian Defense Min-
ister Sergéy Shoygú, President of the Republic Srpska Milorad Dodik 
and representatives of the diplomatic corps.

Why did the Ministry of Defense choose this date and this name for 
the event? 
On October 12th 1944 one of the largest and most important battles 
in the Balkans during World War II began, the Belgrade offensive. 
The operation was part of a comprehensive operational plan of the 
Third Ukrainian Front of the Red Army and the NOJV. The National 
Liberation Army and Partisan Detachments of Yugoslavia (NOVJ) 
was the Communist-led resistance to the Axis powers (mainly Ger-
many) in occupied Yugoslavia during World War II. Its commander 
was Marshal Josip Tito. During the Belgrade offensive, the combined 
units of the NOVJ and the Red Army caused heavy defeats to the 
German army group ‘Serbia’ and liberated Belgrade and a large part 
of Serbia on October 20th 1944. The liberation of Belgrade ended a 
1287 days long occupation of the Yugoslav capital by Nazi Germany, 
konačno sloboda! Freedom at last!

History of Batajnica and its units
Batajnica Airbase, is a military airbase in Serbia, about 25 km 
northwest of Belgrade. Construction of the airbase began in 1947, 
and was completed in 1951, when the airbase was officially opened. 
The main goal of the airbase was to protect the capital from attack. 
Batajnica Airbase was home of the 204th Fighter Aviation Regiment 
of the Yugoslav Air Force during Operation Allied Force. From March 
24th till June 11th 1999 NATO bombed air defenses, airbases, ground 
forces and high value military targets. Runways, SAM-sites, hang-
ars and large parts of the infrastructure of Batajnica Airbase were 
destroyed during these attacks. Some of these scars are still visible on 
the airbase today. Eight MiG-29s were lost during the first two days 
and three others where lost in the days after, leaving the Yugoslav Air 
Force with only five Fulcrums after the war. 
Nowadays Batajnica Airbase is home of the 204th Air Brigade, which 
was formed on November 15th 2006, and houses four flying units. 
The 101st Fighter Aviation Squadron operates the MiG-29s and MiG-
21s. Only three MiG-21UMs remain in operational service, with the 
QRA as their main task. With the delivery of the ‘new’ MiG-29s, the 
MiG-21s will soon be withdrawn for use. The 138th Transport Avia-
tion Squadron operates one An-2, one An-26, one Yak-40 and a civil 
registered PA-34. The 252nd Training Aviation Squadron operates 
the G-4 Super Galeb, the Lasta 95 and some UTVA-75s, which will be 
retired soon. The 890th Mixed Helicopter Squadron operates the Mi-
8, various types of the Gazelle and the recently purchased Mi-17V-5. 
Besides these operational units Batajnica Airbase is also home of the 
Technical Test Center which operates a variety of aircraft and helicop-
ters, and the Aeronautical Plant ‘Moma Stanojlović’ which carries out 
overhaul and upgrades of various aircraft types.

2xJ-2, 3x TJ-2

6x Lasta 95

MiG-21UM

Arrival President of Serbia

Attacking terrorist stronghold
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An impressive display of military force

A few minutes before noon, when all high ranked officers, ministers 
and diplomats already found their places on the VIP-grandstand, the 
Serbian Ceremonial Guard marched in to honor President Aleksandar 
Vučić. After the national anthem “Bože pravde” (God of Justice) the 
president inspected his guards and opened “Freedom 2017”.
The show began with the take-off of two MiG-29s which simulated the 
QRA task by intercepting an Antonov An-26. The transport aircraft 
was forced to follow the instructions of the QRA leader, who instruct-
ed the An-26 to land at Batajnica Airbase. As part of the exercise, a 
fighter pilot simulated that his aircraft was damaged and was forced 
to use his parachute. This is the moment when the combat search and 
rescue (CSAR) demonstration kicks off. Two HN-42/45 Gamas and a 
HT-49 (Mi-17V-5) moved into the area. The HT-49 searches the ter-
rain for the missing pilot, the two Gazelles are performing fire cover 
from above. The pilot is located and evacuated by Special Forces com-
ing out of the HT-49.

The Yak-40 parked at the apron was used for a simulated hijack. After 
the negotiations with the terrorists failed, a specially trained team ap-
proached the plane by using a fuel truck as cover. Within seconds the 
team is all over the Yak-40, waiting for the signal to enter the plane. 
After entering the plane aggressive antiterrorist tactics are used to 
release the hostages. The plane is inspected by specially trained dogs, 
and a suspicious bag is found and taken over by the bomb squad.
Terrorist groups have taken over the facilities of the airport, recon-
naissance is done by some BRDM-2 light armored vehicles and an 
Israeli build Orbiter UAV. As the emergency response forces are 
engaged, thirty parachutists, jumped from an Antonov An-26, and 
performed a quick descent. 
While hanging in their chute the paratroopers began shooting, and 
fought their way to the ground. When at ground level, the paratroop-
ers block the position of the terrorists. A small group of terrorists is 
trying to escape, that is the moment when four Landrover Defenders 
of the “Kobri” (Cobra Special Forces) and two BOV VP armored per-
sonnel carriers of the Military Police are rushing in. Within seconds 

the terrorists are disarmed and discharged from the airport.
A big terrorist stronghold is discovered, BOV M16 Milosh armored 
multi-purpose combat vehicles are rushed to the scene. When ap-
proaching the facility, the Milosh uses both the machine guns and 
grenade launchers. 
That same moment two HT-40 (Mi-8) helicopters enter the air-
space around the facility under the cover of two HN-42/45 Gamas. 
Special teams are deployed from the HT-40 helicopters using the 
‘quick descent’ technique and neutralize the terrorists. When the 
area is clear the emergency medical evacuation is demonstrated 
with the HT-49 (Mi-17V-5) helicopter.

Russian Swifts light up the sky

After the impressive demonstration by the combined forces of the 
Serbian Armed Forces it was time for the Serbian Air Force and Air 
Defense to show their stuff. A big flight past of various formations, 
which took off from Batajnica earlier this afternoon, came overhead 

the airbase. First we saw a formation of five J-2 Oraos of the 241st 
Fighter Bomber Aviation Squadron, based at Kraljevo-Lađjevci 
Airbase. Second was a formation of three G-4 Super Galebs, fol-
lowed by six Lasta 95s all belonging to the 252nd Training Avia-
tion Squadron, based at Batajnica Airbase. This was followed 
by three formations of three HO-42/45 Gazelles and HN-42/45 
Gamas, operated by the 119th Mixed Helicopter Squadron, based 
at Niš-Konstantin Veliki Airbase; the 714th Anti-Armor Helicopter 
Squadron, based at Kraljevo-Lađjevci Airbase; and the 890th Mixed 
Helicopter Squadron, based at Batajnica. The flight past ended with 
a formation of two HT-40 (Mi-8T) helicopters, also operated by the 
119th Mixed Helicopter Squadron.

Up next, the Russian Air Force aerobatic display team “Strizhi”, fly-
ing four MiG-29S and two MiG-29UB two-seaters. The team’s air-
craft are painted in an overall red/white/blue color scheme and do 
not carry any smoke generators. All team members are part of the 
237th Centre for Display of Aviation Equipment, based at Kubinka 

MIG 29

G-4 Super Galeb

Mil Mi-17
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Airbase. The display begins with a tight echelon formation with the 
inner four aircraft popping multiple flares. What a way to start the 
show! After 15 minutes of formation flying the team splits, a synchro 
pair takes over the show, while the other four land. The synchro pair 
perform some spectacular passes before they split again, leaving only 
the solo pilot to end the display of Strizhi.

With the Russian MiG-29s back on the ground again it was time for 
the Serbian MiG-29s to finish the flying display. Three Fulcrums took 
off and performed a formation flight past with two aircraft popping 
flares. Unfortunately this was the only pass they did before coming in 
to land again.
From the left, five large formations of soldiers equipped according 
to ‘Project 1.500’ marched in. The ‘Project 1.500’ is a military mod-
ernization project to equip 1.500 soldiers of the Special Forces with 
domestic Yumco-produced uniforms, new ballistic protection, state-
of-the-art weapons and opto-electronic night vision equipment. After 
the infantry echelons, the motorized echelons of the Serbian Armed 
Forces arrived with at least a hundred vehicles, armored vehicles and 
tanks.

Russia donates MiG-29s to Serbia

With all the troops, vehicles and aircraft in position it was time for the 
official part of today’s event. Russia has donated six MiG-29 fighters to 
Serbia, a pair of two-seaters, and four single-seaters. Serbia received 
sixteen MiG-29s in the late 1980s, but due to the 1999 conflict the as 
Serbian Air Force & Air Defense had only four MiG-29s in airwor-
thy condition. The donated MiGs were taken from stocks of the 31st 
Guards Fighter Aviation Regiment (31 IAP), based at Millerovo Air-
base. The supply package also includes parts and spares for 3-5 years 
of normal flight operations. The fighters were delivered disassembled 
aboard Antonov An-124 cargo planes, but were handed over in air-
worthy condition. They had undergone only vital repairs necessary in 
Russia. Within the next few months, these aircraft will be modernized 
at the Aeronautical Plant ‘Moma Stanojlović’ in Batajnica. One of the 
donated MiG-29s was flown back to Russia only days after its delivery. 
Serial ‘18201’, which had its last overhaul in 2010, will be overhauled 
in Russia, before it will be handed over to Serbia again. The first ‘new’ 
MiG-29 is expected to be fully operational with the Serbian Air Force 
& Air Defense in June 2018.

The hand-over ceremony was attended by both the Serbian President 
Aleksandar Vučić and Russian Defense Minister Sergéy Shoygú. In 
his speech, President Vučić thanked Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and Russian Defense Minister Sergéy Shoygú for the long-term mili-
tary collaboration and for the donated military equipment. In addition 
to the MiG-29 fighters, Russia has donated T-72S main battle tanks, 
BRDM-2 light armored vehicles and 14.5mm machine guns to Serbia. 
In the near future Russia will also donate two Antonov An-26 cargo 
planes to replace the outdated An-26 currently in use by the Serbian 
Air Force & Air Defense.

“The new equipment for the Serbian Armed Forces is not a threat, but 
a proof that we value life. More than 100 wars were fought for Bel-
grade, we laid millions of victims in the fight against evil. Here today, 
in front of our soldiers and technicians, I say calmly that we are ready 
to defend ourselves. No one will be able to attack Serbia impunity, we 
will defend our homeland”, said President Aleksandar Vučić.

MiG-29_Strizhi

MiG-29_Strizhi

Soldiers of Project 1500

Yak-40
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Think Tank 
Airport Take Off V2.0

#gear #gear

With a design that can convert from backpack to rolling bag, 
the Think Tank Airport Take Off V2.0 is ideal for travelling photographers. 
It is able to hold 2 standard bodies, a lens up to 400mm f2.8, and 2-4 
extra lenses. 

Additionally, its large front pocket will fit a 17” laptop and a 10” tablet. 
This secure, reliable bag also features various pockets for accessories 
and personal items.

Key Features:
 
•  Integrated backpack straps with comfortable 
shoulder harness and back panel padding
•  Holds up to a 400mm f/2.8, two standard 
bodies and other assorted lenses
•  Large front pocket fits up to a 17” laptop and 
a 10” tablet
•  Specially designed interior maximizes gear 
capacity for carry on yet still meets most U.S. 
domestic and international airline carry on 
requirements
•  Custom designed retractable handle with inset 
channel on aluminium tubing adds strength and 
durability
•  Dedicated, plush-lined pocket on the front flap 
for smartphone or sunglasses
•  Pocket for tripod mount or water bottle 
on side (Additional straps included for larger 
tripods)
•  Cable and combination lock included for secur-
ing the lockable zippers
•  YKK RC Fuse zippers, ballistic nylon, high-
density velex and closed-cell PU foam are the 
highest quality materials in the industry
•Top compartment cradles large camera bodies 
for a perfect fit
•  Zippered organizer pocket on front of laptop 
compartment
•Interior zippered pockets for batteries, CF 
cards, filters and accessories
•  Custom-designed, high-performance, 80mm 
wheels with sealed ABEC grade 5 bearings for 
quiet rolling
•  User-replaceable retractable handle, wheels 
and feet
•  Extra tall wheel housings protect your bag 
from scrapes and scratches
•  Seam-sealed rain cover included
•  Grab handles on three sides for lifting bag into 
the overhead bin
•  Reinforced dividers support heavy gear and 
maintain strength over time
•  Business card holder on top for identification
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339 Mira disbands 
at Andravida

by Paul van den Hurk & Hans Looijmans

#report
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9ers Pharewell as 339 ‘AIAS’ squadron is merged with 338 ‘ARES’ 
Squadron 
 
At Andravida airbase an official ceremony was held on October 31th 
2017 for the disbandment of 339 ‘AIAS’ squadron, being one of the 
two based F-4E (AUP) squadrons belonging to 117Fighter wing. The 
Chief of the Hellenic Armed Forces, Admiral Evangelos Apostolakis 
(HN) and the Chief of the Hellenic Air Force General Staff, Lt. Gen-
eral Christos Christodoulou, opened the ceremony with their welcom-
ing speeches. Amongst those, present at the ceremony were the Chief 
of the Hellenic Tactical Air Force, Lt. General Georgios Blioumis, high 
ranked officials of the Hellenic Air Force, retired commanders of the 
squadron, representatives of the local political and religious com-
munities as well as current and retired staff of the Hellenic Air Force 
which served at the 339 Squadron. 
The ceremony first focused on 339 squadron highlighting its history 
and accomplishments and contribution to the defending of Greek 
interests and of course the squadron members that lost their life dur-
ing active service with this unit. Finally, the squadron’s retired com-
manders placed the squadron flag into the squadron’s Museum. For 
the occasion two F-4E (AUP) were displayed: Aircraft 01504 was fully 
armed with air to air missiles. Aircraft 71744 was partly painted for 
this occasion, especially the tail had two different paintings on each 
side, highlighting ‘1952-2017 65 years AIAS’ operations. 
Though ‘71744’ is due for overhaul, it is expected to return to opera-
tional service with 338 squadron, wearing these 339 sqn. markings 
with pride most probably phorever. Three F-4E (AUP) aircraft from 
339 squadron flew during the ceremony, performing some fly by’s as 
a pharewell. The standing down of the 9-ers -short for 339 squadron- 
also marked the expanding of its sister unit. 
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The personnel and aircraft of 339 squadron merged on October 31th 
2017 with the 338 ‘Ares’ squadron. The general staff and the ortho-
dox priest blessed the expanded 338 squadron. This unit will have 
approximately 25 operational Phantoms in its inventory. There are 
no plans yet to reduce the number of active aircraft in service.
Since July 1952  the 339 squadron has been active within the Hellenic 
Air Force (HAF). It was formed on July 7th 1952 as a fighter bomber 
squadron flying the Republic F-84F as part of the 112th Combat Wing 
(CW) at Elefsis air base. In January 1953 it was transferred to the 
110th CW at Larissa air base where it was based until 1956 when it 
was transferred back to 112 CW. In 1958 the Squadron received the 
F-84F “Thunderstreak” aircraft and redeployed to 110 CW. In April 
1960 it moved to the 111th CW at Nea Anchialos air base. 
In March 1971 it redeployed to the 117 CW where it was based till 
October 31th 2017. Because of infrastructural works at Andravida 
airbase necessary to operate the new F-4E Phantom II aircraft, 
339 squadron was temporary based for one year at the 116th CW at 
Araxos air base from March 1973 onwards. 
On April 1974 the first deliveries of F-4E Phantom II aircraft started 
under the program Peace Icarus I. For 339 Squadron the new aircraft 
meant an improvement of the interceptor and bomber role. In Sep-
tember 1978, the squadron mail role was the Fighter Bomber mission 
and as secondary the air defence mission. This is reversed in Febru-
ary 1983. The 9-ers kept the primary role of air to air missions from 
then until their disbandment. 
The squadron was declared operational on the recent highly modified 
F-4E(AUP-AVIONICS UPGRADE PROGRAM)  in December 2003. 
Until October 31th 2017 the 9-ers were primary tasked with the air 
defence mission, making good use of the beyond visual range fighting 
capabilities of  their F-4E (AUP) Phantom aircraft. The expanded 338 
squadron will primary conduct the air to ground missions, with the 
air defence as secondary task. 
Meanwhile, the 338 squadron has moved to the area of 339 squadron 
as of October 31th. Before December 1th, this move will be complet-
ed. The former 338 squadron area is now assigned to the Air Tactics 
Center (ATC). ATC offers realistic opportunities in electronic warfare 
operations. It can be expected that Andravida air base will become a 
dedicated ATC base when 338 squadron will cease their operations in 
the future.

The authors would like to thank all people involved that contributed 
to this article!
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#gear #gear

Manfrotto Advanced Travel 
Backpack

Holds 
A DSLR with attached lens, two additional lenses, flash and accessories. 
Additionally a 13” laptop can be stored in the dedicated compartment on 
the back. Plus an extendable side padded pocket for BeFree travel tripod.

Cabin Luggage 
This bag fits the standard to fit as carry-on luggage (due to ever 
changing restrictions, check with your carrier prior to departure).

External Tripod Connections
This bag comes with the option and proper connections to attach your 
tripod externally.(Check carrying solution chart for recommended 
tripods).

Interchangeable Dividers
Both modular and easy to use, these dividers allow you to custom fit 
the inside of your bag around your gear by creating the exact size 
compartment for your gear.

Internal Tripod compartment
This bag comes with a special internal compartment to carry your 
tripod internally.(Check carrying solution chart for recommended 
tripods).

Laptop Compatible
Protect your laptop during transport in the compartment. (See bag for exact 
sizes).

Rain Protector
Included fold out protector which when installed creates a barrier 
between the wet outside and dry inside of your bag.

Water Repellant
A specially applied coating to the fabric which keeps resistant to 
moisture.

The Advanced Travel Backpack from Manfrotto is made up of two compartments; 
the bottom takes photographic equipment (a DSLR with attached lens, 1-2 additional 
lenses, a flash, plus accessories), and the top section holds all of your personal belongings. 
There is also a dedicated sleeve on the back for a 13” laptop and a dedicated, extendable 
side pocket for carrying a Befree tripod. The internal dividers can be removed to convert 
into an everyday backpack.
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25th Anniversary of the Malta 
International Airshow

#report

21-26 September 2017

by Ray Biagio Pace
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The 25th Anniversary of the Malta International Airshow 
was eagerly awaited by aircraft enthusiasts, both locals 
and foreigners and once again they were not disappointed.  
After last year’s ups & and down’s due to unforeseen 
circumstances beyond the organizers remit, which led to 
a token participation and coupled with bad weather, this 
year’s Airshow was once again ably organized by the Malta 
Aviation Society under the leadership of veteran aviationist 
Joe Ciliberti.

The highlight of the Airshow were 
undoubtedly the participation of 3 
display teams - Turkish Stars, Sau-
di Hawks and the Swiss Air Force, 
coupled with the amazing Antonov 
A30 which grazed Park 4 at Luqa 
International AIrport. This in itself 
set a great interest from foreign 
aviationists and media. Local par-
ticipation in the static display was 
once again conspicuous by their 
absence, a far cry from editions 
prior to last year’s, possibly due to 
now customary aerial display not 
being held over the airport and 
thus local flying schools and others 
felt that it would not be of benefit 
to participate - a real pity. 
To make up for this, a local aircraft 
manufacturer - Celier Aviation, 
displayed two Gyroplanes which 
caught the eye of the visitors and 
even pilots and crews from the 
visiting airshow participants.
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Aside from the participating aircraft, 
enthusiasts had the opportunity to view 
also Support aircraft who brought the 
support crews, necessary equipment and 
replenishments required for their partici-
pation.  These included two Turkish Air 
Force C130’s and two A400M and three 
Saudi C130’s.
Though the actual Airshow was on the 
23rd and 24th September, arrivals started 
as early as the 21st and the last depar-
tures left on the 26th September, thus a 
six day bonzana at Park 4 and beyond.
An interesting participation was that of 
Flight Lutenent Graeme Peter Muscat, 
born in England but of Maltese Origin, 
who came over with the RAF Bae Hawk 
T2 reg ZK022.  
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ph. Maria Chiara Pace
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Weather was hot as expected at this 
time of the year but the static display 
on Sunday morning had to be can-
celled and gates remained closed due to 
severe weather / lightning which hit the 
country.  Luckily this cleared up so as 
to enatil the flying display to kick off in 
bright sunshine and clear blue skies.
The flying display was unfortunately 
and once again held afar from the air-
field, meaning a drop in revenue for the 
organizers and the catering outlets at 
Park 4 apart from the buzzling feeling 
one gets when thousands throng the 
Airshow venue.  One just hopes that 
common sense will prevail and the fly-
ing display be returned to the airfield.
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As is customary, after the Airshow departures, I asked 
Joe Ciliberti, MAS Chairman for his comments 
regarding this year’s Malta International Airshow.

“The show went well and it was a pity that the static display 
at the airport on Sunday morning had to be cancelled due to 
thunderstorm activity on and around the airfield.  This was 
more than offset by the wonderful weather on the same day 
in the afternoon that permitted for the full aerial display pro-
gramme to take place in front of record crowds at Smart city.  
Some of the pilots estimated there were not less than 30,000 
watching the spectacle on the Sunday all along the Southern 
coast of the Island.
 
The Malta Aviation Society has once again delivered a safe 
and successful Malta International Airshow for the 25th 
consecutive time.  The lows were the lack of understand-
ing from the authorities that the move from an airfield to a 
seaside show necessitated government sponsorship to replace 
the gate money that used to be generated when the show was 
held at the airport.  The highs were plenty, but mainly that 
on the weekend of the show everything went according to 
plan and the public enjoyed the show on both days.  Having 3 
display teams and attracting 14 different countries to Malta’s 
Airshow, including Turkey and Saudi Arabia for the very first 
time was both challenging as well as satisfying.
 
The future of the airshow no longer depends on the Malta 
Aviation Society.  The move to a seaside show necessitates 
government sponsorship and MAS has no clue on what the 
Government intends to do for next year.  A decision by the 
authorities needs to be taken in the next few weeks in order to 
be in time to have another fantastic Airshow next year.” 
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#gear #gear

Canon EOS 5D Mark IV
Featuring a 30 megapixel CMOS sensor, maximum ISO sen-
sitivity of 32,000, and an expanded 61-point AF system, the 
weather resistant Canon EOS 5D Mark IV Digital SLR Camera 
is capable of capturing fine detail even in tough conditions. 
4K video can be captured at 30 fps and HD video can be 
captured at 120 fps for slow-motion effects. Additionally, WiFi 
and NFC connectivity are available.

The Devil is in the Detail
From the darkest shadow to the brightest highlight, a 
30-megapixel CMOS sensor captures fine detail even in the 
toughest conditions, with a maximum native sensitivity of 
ISO 32,000. Shoot Dual Pixel RAW files for post-production 
adjustments like you’ve never seen before.

Precision as Standard
Stay focused, with an expanded 61-point AF system that 
tracks even the most erratic subjects, and that can be cus-
tomised to every situation. Accurate exposures come from 
a metering system so advanced it has its own 150,000-pixel 
RGB+IR sensor. Anti-flicker technology combats variations in 
brightness under artificial lighting.

Engineered to Perform
In pursuit of the perfect moment, the EOS 5D MARK IV can 
shoot continuously at 7 fps. Its viewfinder and user interface 
are highly customisable, with intuitive touch-screen opera-
tion offering new levels of camera control. Add weather-
proof sealing and you have a DSLR that’s at home in just 
about any environment you can think of.

Step Up to Cinematic 4K
Following in the footsteps of its predecessors, the EOS 5D 
MARK IV once again offers DSLR movie makers new ways 
in which to be creative. Capture 4K footage at 30 fps, from 
which 8-megapixel still images can be extracted as JPEG 
files. Or explore different timescales with 120 fps HD video 
for slow-motion effects and built-in timer facilities for time-
lapse movies. Dual Pixel CMOS AF allows continuous focusing 
– lock on to moving objects with just a tap of the camera’s 
(or your smartphone’s) touch screen.

Stay Connected
There’s other data in the EOS 5D MARK IV’s files too. Built-in 
GPS tags images with your location as you shoot them. 
IPTC metadata can also be embedded. With in-camera RAW 
processing it’s easy to produce client-ready JPEGs, and 
Wi-Fi and NFC connectivity makes it simple to send or share 
them, using either FTP/FTPS networking facilities or your 
smartphone.
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F-22 Raptor’s at 
RAF Lakenheath, Again! 

by Danny Reijnen
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After a succesful deployment of F-22’s from 
the 95th Fighter Squadron, Tyndall airbase, in 
april 2016,  six F-22 Raptors of the 1st Fighter 
Wing, Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Virginia at RAF 
Lakenheath, United Kingdom, october 8th 2017,  
for a two week deployment. The Raptors partici-
pated in the exercise  Eastern Zephyr and were 
forward deployed towards Germany and Poland 
while being in the UK.

Lt. Col. Cody Blake, 493rd Fighter Squadron 
commander, said the RAF-led exercise seeks to 
increase partnership and capabilities between the 
U.S and U.K.
“It is a bi-lateral exercise to continue to develop 
and reffifth generation fighter integration at 
the tactical level and to strengthen ties between 
our two nations at the operational and strategic 
level,” he said. “Any time that we get the op-
portunity to train with our partners, it provides 
invaluable lessons on how to work together 
on a specific mission set but more importantly 
it sends the message to the region and to the 
world about our shared commitment to a secure 
Europe.”
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Along with F-15C Eagles and F-15E Strike Eagles 
from the 48th FW, visiting F-22 Raptors from the 
1st FW are also participating in the exercise while 
here as part of a flying training deployment.

“Eastern Zephyr has been a joint RAF/USAF exer-
cise led by the Typhoon Qualified Weapons Instruc-
tor Course on 29 Sqn,” said an RAF spokesperson. 
“The exercise was designed to bring together large 
numbers of fourth and fifth generation aircraft 
operating together in U.K. airspace.”

The training opportunity has paved the way for 
the arrival of the F-35 Lightning II next year when 
fourth and fifth generation interoperability will 
become a daily occurrence within the U.K., the 
spokesperson said. 
As RAF Lakenheath is often used by units transit-
ing towards and from the middle east, additional 
six F-22’s arrived,  as trend 21 flight ,  17th of Octo-
ber while coming from the Middle East after their 
support in Operation Inherent Resolve. All F-22’s 
have left RAF Lakenheath again and went back to 
the US.
In 2021 RAF Lakenheath will welcome its first 
F-35, indicating the start of the transition towards 
the newest fighter in order to replace based F-15’s.
Till then, deployments with 5th generation aircrafts 
will possibly be a common sight in the United King-
dom, preparing the USAF in Europe and the RAF 
for the arrival of the F-35. 
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Desktop Printers

The SureColor SC-P600 is Epson’s top-of-the-range A3+ desktop pigment-ink 
photo printer and combines superb quality, high productivity and wireless 
connectivity in a compact and easy-to-use package.

Professional quality 
Epson’s 9-colour UltraChrome HD inkset with Vivid Magenta reproduces 
a wide colour gamut to produce superb quality prints. The highest black 
density (2.84 DMax on PGPP) produces deep, rich blacks and ultra-smooth 
tonal gradation.
Easy-to-use 
Featuring a large 2.7” colour touch panel, the printer is simple to set up 
and manage, even without a PC. Automatic Wi-Fi set up makes connectivity 
a breeze.
Stay connected 
Exceptional Wi-Fi Direct wireless connectivity makes it easy to print from 
smartphones, tablets and PCs, alongside Epson Connect support. Apple 
AirPrint supported. Google Cloud Print also supported.
Flexible printing 
Twin paper paths enable A3+ printing on a wide variety of photo and fine 
art papers, canvas and thick media, while the machine’s roll-paper capability 
is perfect for high-impact panoramic images.

Key Features: 

•  New 9-colour UltraChrome HD and Vivid Magenta ink technology
•  Exceptionally wide colour gamut and Epson’s highest black density (2.84 
DMax on PGPP)
•  Supports Epson Connect with Apple AirPrint and Google Cloud Print
•  Wi-Fi Direct for direct wireless printing from smartphones, tablets, and PCs
•  High print speed of 153 seconds for 11 x 14” @ A3+
•  Large 2.7” colour touch panel for simple set-up and management
•  Generous 25.9 ml ink cartridge size
•  Compact footprint - 616 x 369 x 228 mm

The Canon PIXMA Pro 10S Printer is a highly accurate, 10-ink pigment-based 
printer which produces gallery-quality prints you’ll be proud to display or 
sell. The Canon PIXMA Pro 10S offers full cloud connectivity, offering easy 
integration with your favourite professional editing and storage apps.

Professional colour and mono prints
PIXMA PRO-10S’s 10-ink pigment-based system produces accurate, stable 
and long lasting, gallery-quality prints. 3 dedicated monochrome inks also 
ensure your black and white prints are beautifully reproduced.
Accurate, long-lasting gallery-quality prints
PIXMA PRO-10S uses LUCIA inks which combines the glossiness and 
vivid colours of dye-based ink with the longevity of pigment ink. Chroma 
Optimizer ink enhances glossiness, flattens the print surface, and expands 
colour range.
Seamless workflow 
Use the Pro Gallery Print app for the iPad to work seamlessly with profes-
sional cloud-based photography services such as Zenfolio and SmugMug.
Print from popular cloud services
Print photos directly from your preferred cloud storage services including 
Facebook, Dropbox, Google Drive, and OneDrive using PIXMA Cloud Link.

Print from popular cloud services
Print photos directly from your preferred cloud storage services including 
Facebook, Dropbox, Google Drive, and OneDrive using PIXMA Cloud Link.
Mobile printing from your tablet and smartphone
Print directly and easily from your tablet or smartphone using the PIXMA 
Printing Solutions app. An Ethernet connection makes it simple to integrate 
the PIXMA PRO-10S into your workflow.
Easy integration with professional editing software 
Take the hassle out of finding the correct print settings by using Canon’s 
Print Studio Pro plugin, which is compatible with Adobe Photoshop and 
Lightroom - so you can print straight from your professional editing 
software.

Key Features: 

•10-ink pigment-based system for professional quality prints
•Print directly from cloud-based photo and storage services
•Wireless printing from your PC, tablet, and smartphone
•Easy integration with professional editing software
•Wide range of Canon and other specialist papers supported

Canon PIXMA Pro 10s Printer Epson SC-P600 Printer
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#photogallery

lidie berendsen’s photogallery

by Lidie Berendsen
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Let me present to you. Hello i’m Lidie Berendsen from origin Dutch but livng in Italy 
since 2001. My passion for the aviation started to grow when I moved closed to the 
airport of Turin in the North of Italy. From the window of my room I can see all the 
arrivel traffic. Passion for photography I already had for years but when I bought my 
first reflex camera with a tele lens and I actually could see the people in the airplane I 
got kind of crazy and all started from there. 
I started to make pictures of airplanes 4 years ago and I have made a Facebook page 
‘’Turin airport TRN’’where I publish all my pictures. I love to use beautiful backgrounds 
and weather conditions in my photos. Lately i’m traveling also for airplane companies to 
make flight reports and visiting airshows and ofcourse traveling around for some good 
spotting. 
My favourite aircrafts to photograph are the military planes, luckly here at Turin they 
are flying almost daily doing test flights for Leonardo. And as long as I watch the sky 
when I hear a plane I think I can say my passion for aviation will continue for ever.

Lidie Berendsen
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Sigma 120-300mm f2.8 DG OS HSM

The Sigma 120-300mm f2.8 DG OS HSM Lens Sigma Fit is a telephoto zoom lens that 
joins Sigma’s Global Vision Sports line of customisable and fast aperture lenses. This 
dust- and splash-proof lens is designed to enhance usability and deliver superior optical 
performance, even in the most challenging situations. Using the Sigma USB Dock (not 
included, available separately) users can fine-tune and personalise certain functions of 
the lens to fit their shooting style, such as the focus limiter, autofocus speed and update 
the lens’ firmware. The HSM (Hyper Sonic Motor) delivers high AF and extremely quiet 
performance, while full time manual focus override leaves the professional touches in 
the photographer’s hands. The OS (Optical Stabiliser) makes it possible to use shutter 
speeds approx. 4 stops slower than would otherwise be possible and enables hand held 
photography.

A professional 300mm F2.8 telephoto with powerful zoom capability, this lens al-
lows complete customization, so you can tackle tough situations with ease.
Offering excellent image expression and a low F-number, the large-aperture 300mm 
F2.8 lens is a favorite piece of equipment among professional photographers. With the 
idea of taking this spec to the next level with powerful zoom capability, Sigma developed 
the 120-300mm F2.8 zoom lens. It is difficult to compose shots with traditional 300mm 
lenses. In the case of sporting events, performances on stage and other situations in 
which it is difficult to change your position, you often lose the desired shot in the process 
of changing lenses. A large-aperture 120-300mm F2.8 zoom lens, however, eliminates the 
need for most lens changes, allowing the photographer to adjust zoom and easily achieve 
the desired framing. Even in the most difficult of situations, this lens truly empowers 
photographic expression

Enhanced usability in every way 
This lens features durability that stands up to challenging photographic situations and 
hard use demands along with the intuitive and enjoyable usability that photographers 
need. Since the lens uses Sigma’s inner focus and inner zoom technologies, adjusting 
the focus and zoom rings does not change the length of the lens, resulting in excellent 
hold for the selected ring positions. Since the front of the lens does not move, the lens is 
compatible with a circular polarizer. In every way, Sigma has designed the lens for excep-
tional usability. The zoom ring is textured to allow fingers to find the correct position eas-
ily. Designed for seamless integration with the rest of the lens, the four control switches 
feature carefully placed lettering and buttons and specially shaped screws. The lens hood 
has also been completely redesigned, even down to the screws that connect it to the lens, 
and the newly designed tripod collar provides for connection to a camera strap.

A powerful tool for handheld photography of distant subjects Optical Stabilizer
This lens features Sigma’s proprietary OS (Optical Stabilizer) featuring correction of ap-
proximately four stops. Thanks to this technology, the lens is a powerful ally to photogra-
phers shooting distant subjects without a tripod. Two OS modes are available: Mode 1 for 
regular photography, and Mode 2 for use in shooting motorsports and other situations 
in which subjects are moving quickly. By connecting the lens to the separately sold USB 
dock, users may adjust OS function in detail
TSC (Thermally Stable Composite)
Conventionally it is considered essential to leverage the qualities of metal and polycar-
bonate in camera and lens layout design. A first for the industry, the barrel of the new 
series of Sigma lenses features a new TSC (Thermally Stable Composite)* that offers 
minimal thermal shrinkage combined with exceptional hardness. It also offers 25% 
greater elasticity than polycarbonate. Since its thermal shrinkage is low, TSC matches 
well with metal parts, further contributing to the high-precision construction of the lens.

Designed for exceptional resistance to dust and water 
This lens is ready for all the tough situations that pros encounter. The mount con-
nection area, manual focus ring, customization switch and other controls, switch 
panels and cover connection areas are all designed to be dust and water-resistant. 
The zoom and focus rings are also designed for exceptional usability in real-world 
circumstances.

Rivaling a fixed focal length lens in image quality 
Offering excellent image expression and a low F-number, the large-aperture 300 
mm F2.8 lens is a favorite piece of equipment among professional photographers. 
While taking this spec to the next level with powerful zoom capability, Sigma has also 
used two lens elements made of fluorite-equivalent FLD (“F” Low Dispersion) glass 
and one element made of SLD (Special Low Dispersion) glass, which help minimize 
chromatic aberration and provide image quality that rivals that of a fixed-focus lens.

Exclusive low-dispersion glass
The degree to which light is refracted by glass depends 
on the light’s wavelength. This fact causes different 
colors of light to focus at slightly different points. The 
result is chromatic aberration, the color fringing that 
is particularly noticeable in telephoto lenses. Most 
chromatic aberration can be removed by combining 
a high-refractivity convex lens element with a low-
refractivity concave element. Yet residual chromatic 
aberration known as “secondary spectrum” may still 
remain.To minimize this secondary spectrum, which can 
be a serious issue with conventional lenses, Sigma lenses 

feature up to three types of exclusive low-dispersion 
glass offering superior performance: ELD (Extraordinary 
Low Dispersion), SLD (Special Low Dispersion) and FLD 
(“F” Low Dispersion). In particular, FLD glass offers 
ultra-low dispersion in combination with high transmit-
tance and the anomalous dispersion characteristics 
of fluorite. Meticulous deployment of these types of 
exclusive low-dispersion glass and optimization of power 
distribution gives Sigma lenses superlative image rendi-
tion undiminished by residual chromatic aberration.

Sigma DG 
Sigma’s DG lenses are designed for cameras with a full-
frame sensor, but cameras with a cropped sensor can 
also take these lenses. These are large-aperture lenses 
with wide angles and short minimum focusing distances. 
With an abundance of peripheral illumination, they are 
ideal lenses for Digital SLR Cameras whilst retaining 
suitability for traditional 35mm SLRs.
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NELLIS AIRSHOW
Breaking Barriers

by George Karavantos

#report There was the surprise unveiling of an F-16 Fighting 
and an F-15 painted in a special, commemorative 
livery honouring Las Vegas and the memory of 
victims lost and survivors recovering from the 
October 1st mass shooting.
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On November 11-12, the annual Nellis Airshow, or Aviation 
Nation as it is more popularly known, took place in one of the 
biggest bases of the USAF, located in Las Vegas. This year’s 
main theme was the celebration of the USAF’s 70th anniver-
sary and the show attracted around 200,000 visitors over the 
weekend. 

For this big celebration, the show included three main events; 
the USAF Warfighter Demo, the Heritage Parade and the 
Texas Flying Legends. 
The first was a unique and dynamic demonstration which com-
bined air and ground demos represented by all the Squadrons 
of Nellis AFB which simulated airfield air and ground attack 
elements. The 64th Aggressors Squadron (AGRS) F-16s pro-
vided (as might be expected) the enemy attack to get the action 
started. With two F-16 Aggressors passing over the runway, 
two F-15 Eagles interceptors (from the 17th Weapons Squad-
ron, part of the 57th Wing) were scrambled to join the fight. 
Next, it was the turn of the A-10s for some ground attack that 
showed the manoeuvrability of the Warthog. The two Hogs 
provided simulated ground attack with strafing runs and im-
pressively timed explosions. 
The warthogs were being supported by two F-35s which were 
offering aerial cover from above.
Following the air combat phase of the demonstration a simu-
lated rescue of a downed airman featured HH-60G rescue heli-
copters from the 66th Rescue Squadron and A-10C Thunder-
bolt II aircraft providing close air support. At the centre of the 
display, there was also one Mil Mi-24 Hind from the Threat 
Training Facility which was simulating the enemy’s aircraft.
The new component of the close air support demonstration 
was seeing the F-35As transition from their air superiority role 
in the first demo to the air support operation in the second 
phase of the demo, providing simulated close air support along 
with the A-10Cs during the rescue demo. 

For the first time at an airshow the Lockheed F-35A Lightning 
II Joint Strike Fighter demonstrated its role in both close air 
support and also air superiority in a single mission. The demo 
reinforced the role of F-35A as a complementary asset to the 
A-10C, and an aircraft that can use its advanced capability 
to fill the role of the Warthog in addition to performing the 
air dominance mission. The demo highlighted Air Force air 
superiority capabilities, close air support and Combat Search 
and Rescue missions and capabilities of all the Squadrons of 
the base.

With so many jets and helicopters, much afterburner, and 
regular use of flares to simulate evasive tactics, it was potluck 
that the camera was pointed in the right direction at the right 
time!      
The star of the show was undoubtedly the F-22 Raptor. This 
display was the last display of Maj Daniel “Rock” Dickinson 
who put the aircraft at its paces. The F-22 is a unique fighter 
and definitely showed its tremendous capabilities at its best. 
Despite the fact that we had enjoyed F-22 and “Rock’s” perfor-
mance in the past (RIAT was our last time), this display was 
exceptional! The aircraft, at the end of its display joined the 
formation of two A-10s Warthogs along with one P-51 for the 
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Heritage flying formation which made several passes along the 
crowd line.
The U.S. Air Force Heritage Flight Program began in 1997 
to commemorate the Air Force’s 50th anniversary when Air 
Combat Command (ACC) approved the flight of an F-15 and 
two P-51 Mustangs. This proved so popular that it became a 
regular air show display in its own right. The program uses 
current military demonstration pilots and civilian warbird 
pilots to enable the displays to be undertaken. The current 
displays are based around the F-22, F-35A and F-16. However 
other aircraft such as the F-15C Eagle, F-15E Strike Eagle or 
even the A-10 Thunderbolt II were regularly seen participat-
ing in formation displays with warbirds from the past. The 
Air Force Heritage Flight Foundation (AFHFF) was formed in 
2010 and is a non-profit organization dedicated to presenting 
Heritage Displays to the public and keeping the displays flying 
by supporting funding of them.

The Texas Flying Legends included aircraft that dated back to 
World War II. The aircraft that took part in this memorable 
display were a B-25J Mitchell, a TBM-3E Avenger, a P-51D 
Mustang, a P-40E Warhawk, a FG-1D Corsair and a Spitfire 
Mk IX. All these aircraft made several passes in formation and 
simulated bombing raids with fireworks over the main runway.  
It was a welcome surprise to see all these warfighters gathered 
and flying together.

Other notable highlights of the show were the T-33 Shooting 
Star “Ace Maker” flown by Greg W. Colyer and the white rus-
sian built trainer L-39 Albatross flown by Sticky Strickland. 
An enjoyable addition of the display which took place on the 
ground and not in the air, was also the Bill Braack’s “Smoke-n-
Thunder” jet car. An experimental car, equipped with a West-
inghouse J34-48 jet engine. This engine was originally used 
in the North American Buckeye T-2A aircraft. The maximum 
thrust of this engine is 6,000 pounds with afterburner, which 
is being translated into 10,000hp of Horsepower!
Another nice addition to the flying programme was the Red 
Eagles. A team of four Russian built Yak-52s, flown by pilots, 
most of them ex-military ones. The Red Bull Chambliss team 
with his astonishing display of his Zivko Edge 540 along with 
the extraordinary display of the Bo-105 helicopter and its free 
fall jumpers was also something to remember.

The air show was concluded by the USAF Air Demonstration 
Squadron, the Thunderbirds. Nellis AFB is the “Home of the 
Thunderbirds” and it was a great opportunity to see and ad-
mire up close all the “theatrical display” of them. The display 
was as usual dynamic and exciting and the large open blue sky 
allowed the full range of the display to be appreciated.
Nellis Air show was our first visit to an American base. Our 
general impression from the show was more than enthusias-
tic. There was a great variety of star attractions and plenty for 
the photographer and aviation enthusiast to be happy about. 
The range of aircraft from the warbirds to the 5th generation 
F-35A, along with the incredible spectacle from all the Squad-
rons of the Nellis AFB offered us a unique experience that we 
are going to remember for quite a long time. 
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Nellis AFB History:

Nellis AFB was originally called McCarran Field and in 1929 
it was just a small airfield serving local carrier Western Air 
Express. This sparsely populated open desert area was then 
procured in early 1941 by the city of Las Vegas and shortly 
thereafter leased to the US Army Air Corps (USAAC), the fore-
runner to the United States Air Force (USAF), for the purposes 
of gunnery practice and named the Las Vegas Army Air Field 
(LVAAF). The crews of bombers, mostly B-10, and later B-17, 
and B-24s, preparing for action in WWII trained here.
It was not until April 30, 1950, that the facility was named Nel-
lis Air Force Base, after the late 1st Lt. William Harrell Nellis 
who, as a member of the 513th Fighter Squadron and while 
flying in his P-47, was shot down attacking a German convoy 
over Luxembourg. He was 28 years old.

Nellis AFB Current Operations:
Nellis AFB has more squadrons than any other USAF base and 
the USAF Warfare Center (USAFWC) oversees the operations 
of the 99th Air Base Wing, 57th Wing, the Nevada Test and 
Training Range, 53rd Wing (at Eglin AFB), 505th Wing (at 
Hurlburt Field), and the 926th Wing, as well as many tenant 
organizations.
Nellis AFB is best known for the realistic air to air war games 
of the Red Flag exercise which began over forty years ago in 
November 1975, and was established after the Vietnam War 
where aircraft and pilot losses were unacceptably high. A sub-
sequent report (the Red Baron Report) identified inadequate 
training as the major cause. Thus, a simulated real world com-
bat training program was initiated.

Aggressors:

As famous as Nellis AFB itself is the 64th Aggressor Squad-
ron in their multi-colored jets and red stars. Aggressors are 
the “bad guys” that provide the US and its partners valuable 
experience in real air combat situations against a determined 
adversary.
Since 2015, the Aggressors have been supported by A-4K/N 
Skyhawks from the company Draken International as part of 
a “commercial adversary” contract with the USAF. This move 
was prompted by the deactivation in March 2015 of the 65th 
Aggressors Squadron that flew the F-15 Eagle. The cost of just 
one F-15 sortie equals three to four sorties through Draken. 
Draken’s A-4s were purchased from the Royal New Zealand 
Air Force and feature system capabilities similar to the F-16 
MLU.
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action cameras

GoPro HERO6
The GoPro HERO6 arrives with an all-new GP1 processor that enables 
4K/60p recording and 1080/240p slow motion video, as well as 
improved stabilisation and better low-light performance. It also 
supports 5GHz Wi-Fi for faster file transfers, burst shooting and 
time-lapse. There is also a new QuikStories mode, which allows you 
to send footage to your phone and transform it into an edited video.

Key Features: 

•  4K/60p and 2.7K/120p recording
•  1080/240p slow motion video
•  All-new GP1 processor
•  5GHz Wi-Fi connectivity
•  12MP still photos
•  Waterproof up to 10m
•  Time-Lapse Mode
•  Voice Control
•  Rear Touchscreen
•  Burst shooting
•  Wi-Fi and Bluetooth connectivity
•  New digital zoom feature
•  Built-in accelerometer, GPS and gyroscope sensors

Sony DSC-RX0 Ultra-Compact Camera
The Sony RX0 offers boundless creativity in an ultra-compact body. This durable 
camera is shock-, crush-, and waterproof, can record up to a massive 1000fps in 
nearly HD, and offers clean 4K recording via HDMI. You can even connect a number 
of different cameras together for virtual reality and multi-cam work. To top it off, 
the RX0 features a fixed 24mm f/4 Zeiss Tessar T lens.

Key Features: 

•  Versatility like you’ve never seen before: The Sony RX0 offers an impressive 
set of features that makes it ideal for a wide number of uses such as an action 
camera, as part of a virtual reality rig, a high-speed camera, or even on drones
•  Super slow-motion: Capture up to a staggering 1000fps in nearly HD for those 
moments you need to freeze your subject in time
•  Virtual reality: The RX0’s modular nature allows you to connect a number 
of them together wirelessly (or through a wired connection) for virtual reality 
capture
•  Premium quality optics: Sony have once again partnered with Zeiss to provide 
the RX0 with a fixed 24mm f/4 Tessar T* lens so you can get the most out of the 
1.0-type stacked 15.3MO Exmor RS CMOS sensor
•  Ideal for post-processing: Capture footage in the highly-regarded S-Log2 
picture profile for greater latitude in post-production
•  High-speed continuous shooting for stills: The high-quality image sensor allows 
for continuous shooting up to 16fps. Coupled with the Anti-Distortion Shutter up to 
1/32000 users can capture crisp action without rolling shutter

DJI Osmo 4K Handheld Camera and Gimbal
The DJI Osmo is a handheld camera with built-in Zenmuse X3 gimbal 
head capable of delivering 4K stabilised video at 24, 25 or 30 frames 
per second and 12-megapixel stills in Adobe DNG RAW. Conveniently 
placed buttons keep important settings by your thumb for instant 
access, and the built-in phone holder means you can attach your 
smartphone to control and view the camera with a tap of your 
finger.

Key Features:

•  1/2.3” Sony Exmor R CMOS sensor
•  Built-in Zenmuse X3 gimbal head
•  Automatic Panorama mode for shooting 360° panoramas
•  Fully stabilised 4K (4096x2160) video 24/25p
•  Full HD (1920x1080) video at 120 fps for slow motion
•  12-megapixel stills JPEG & DNG format
•  Tripod-free long exposures
•  360° panorama mode
•  Standard and moving timelapse modes
•  Remote camera control / Wi-Fi operation
•  6-hour standby time
•  1 hour of video shooting
•  MicroSD compatible (max. capacity 64GB)
•  Now includes a microphone in the box

Yi 4K+ Action Camera
The YI 4K+ is an action camera with twice the frame rate of its nearest 
competitors, capable of shooting 4K video at an incredible frame rate 
of 60fps. It consumes extremely low power while still delivering 4K 
Ultra HD video.

Key Features:

Electronic Image Stabilisation (EIS)

•  The newest Ambarella H2 SOC, the first 14nm video processing/encoding 
System on a Chip
•  Voice command technology with improved outdoor audio quality
•  Large and highly responsive 2.2” retina touch screen
•  Powerful and intuitive smartphone-like user interface
•  Fully reversible USB Type-C connector, including faster data transfer and 
external mic support
•  Take photos in RAW format
•  Livestreaming capability available soon via firmware update
•  All existing YI 4K accessories are back-compatible
•  The YI Action App helps to download images and videos and share them instantly 
to social media platforms
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photogallery blue flag ovda

by Mirco Bonato
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storage

LaCie 2big Quadra USB 3.0 Hard Drive - 8TB
The LaCie 2big Quadra 8TB FireWire 800 and USB 3.0 Hard is a portable 
hard drive for professionals who expect high speed and large capacities 
from a storage and backup device. 
The LaCie 2big Quadra 8TB offers amazing transfer speeds via USB 
3.0 and Firewire 800 and a more efficient cooling system that is 50% 
quieter than previous generations. 
The LaCie 2big Quadra FireWire 800 and USB 3.0 Hard Drive is com-
pletely reliable and perfect for intensive content creation, secure 
backup, or massive desktop storage.

The Key Features:

•  Storage Capacity: 8TB
•  2-Bay RAID
•  USB 3.0: Up to 210MB/s
•  FireWire 800
•  Quad-interface for PC/Mac compatibility
•  RAID and hot-swap for speed or security
•  Aluminum enclosure and quiet operation

G-Technology 6TB G-Drive USB 
and T-Bolt External Drive

The G-Technology 6TB G-Drive is a high-performance external hard 
drive with USB 3.0 and Thunderbolt interface. This high-capacity 
hard drive is perfect storage-intensive applications like audio/
video editing, digital photography, music libraries, and high-speed 
data backup. The G-drive with all-aluminium enclosure features an 
integrated heat-system to ensure the G-drive is cool and quiet. The 
G-Technology 4TB External Hard Drive is compatible with Windows 
and is plug-and-play on Mac OS X and ready to use with Time Machine.

The Key Features:

•  Stylish aluminium enclosure
•  6TB of storage space
•  Connectivity: 1x USB 3.0 and 1x Thunderbolt
•  Integrated heat-sink for near silent operation and cooling
•  Operating System: Mac OS 10.6 +; Windows 8, 7 and Vista
•  Works with Time Machine, plug-and-play setup on Mac OS
•  Cables included
•  Speed (rpm): 7200
•  Transfer rate: 165MB/s
•  Weight: 1350g

SanDisk Extreme 900 Portable SSD - 1.92TB
The SanDisk Extreme 900 Portable SSD 1.92TB is a reliable SSD (Solid 
State Drive) that can deliver up to 9x the speed of a regular portable hard 
drive. 
It is built to resist shock, vibrations and temperature extremes, and 
uses 128-bit encryption to keep your files safe. It’s silent due to the lack 
of moving parts, and does not generate heat when in use. 
Transfer big videos and photo libraries with speeds of up to 850MB/
sec, using super-fast USB 3.1 to connect to your computer or laptop.

The Key Features:

•  1.92TB capacity
•  Read and write speeds of up to 850MB/sec
•  Super reliable Solid State Drive
•  Resistant to shock, vibrations, and temperature extremes
•  Uses SanDisk SecureAccess™ encryption software keeps your files private
•  Compatible with PC & Mac computers—no drivers needed
•  Silent operation
•  Supports 4K Ultra HD Video

LaCie Rugged Mini Portable Hard Drive - 1TB
Shock, rain, and pressure-resistant, the pocket-sized LaCie 1TB Rugged 
Mini Portable Hard Drive is a reliable and high-capacity storage 
solution. 
Ideal for photographers that require their data with them whilst on 
the move, it features both USB 3.0 and 2.0 interfaces, allowing it to 
be used on almost any computer. Furthermore, its inbuilt secure 
protection software ensures your data is safe.

The Key Features:

•  Shock, rain and pressure resistant
•  Password protection
•  USB 3.0: up to 4x faster than USB 2.0

The Smallest Member of the Rugged Family

With its iconic orange design and secure form factor, the Rugged has 
been one of our most popular hard drives.The RuggedMini has been 
shrunken down, even with the inclusion of tonnes of new features, 
making it a solid investment for on-the-go data transport.

84 Spotters e-Magazine Spotters e-Magazine 85 

http://amzn.to/2AzVkau
http://amzn.to/2qy45lB


rjaf’s falcons
by Patrice Dochain

#report
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The first ex-Dutch General Dynamics F-16AM/BM were delivered to the Royal Jorda-
nian Air Force. 
On 25th October were transferred the first badge of 6 Viper including five single-seat-
er F-16AM and 1 two-seater F-16BM from Volkel AB to Shaheed Muwaffaq Al-Salti AB 
while the second badge of 6 jets leaved the Netherlands on November 29th. 
These new RJAF fighter jets were driven by Jordanian pilots and made fuel stops at 
Aviano AB (Italy) and Souda Bay (Greece). 
Some years ago, the Netherlands and Jordan agreed the sale of 15 ex Klu F-16. The 
delivery was delayed due to the Jordan request for the same Mid Life Update (MLU) 
as Dutch and Belgian fighter.  By this acquisition, Jordan continues to strengthen 
and modernize its Air Force, a process that began as early as the end of the Gulf War 
with the delivery of F-16s from the US Air Force and a bit later from Netherlands and 
Belgium. 
 
I had the chance to be invited on base for the departure of the first badge (October 
25th). At this occasion, we were located between the two runways. After a rather long 
last Chance to the delight of the spotters , the six jets took off under a typical ‘Euro-
pean grey sky’ for Arabian Nights sky.

Many thanks to KLu and SG Volkel for giving me this great opportunity. 
(P. Dochain)
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The RJAF’s F-16s spotted by Giampaolo Tonello,
landing in Aviano for a fuel stop.

#photogallery
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Crono Sorci Verdi 
Mancino

The Crono Sorci Verdi Mancino (left handed) presents classic elements 
of the combat and aviation chronographs. 
Of content and revisited with an up-to-date design, it celebrates history 
starting from the crest of the special division, the green mice, depicted 
on the dial, to the back case engraved with the silhouette of the S 79 
as well as the red detail on the chronograph button, dedicated to the 
aviators’ wives who painted their fuselages with red nail polish in their 
memory and in sign of good luck.

Tachymeter spiral
Inside the dial, a laser cut spiral shaped tachymeter allows to measure 
speeds from 20km/h up to 390km/h and over.

The red lacquer
The Crono Sorci Verdi displays a red colored detail on the chronograph 
button to recall the aviators’ wives’ custom to paint the fuselage with red 
nail polish in sign of good luck.

The back case
The back case of the Crono Sorci Verdi is engraved with a faithful repro-
duction of the logo of the fighter aircraft SM79 with its three green mice.

Technical specifications

• Swiss Made chronograph Valjoux 7750 movement
• Hand refined 316L stainless-steel case ( possible PVD treatment)
• Buttons placed on the left
• 44 millimeter diameter
• Back case sealed with 8 screws
• Back case medallion with relief engraving of the three green mice
• 5 atmospheres impermeability
• 3 levels dial, applique index, laser cut numbers and spiral
• Tachymeter spiral measuring from 390 to 20 km/h
• Superluminova on dial
• Convex sapphire crystal
• Leather strap handcrafted in Italy
• Numbered series
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A2A with the CAC Winjeel

#photogallery

by Darren Crick 

Former RAAF Winjeel A85-429, now VH-OPJ with Temora 
township in the background and the main runway behind the 
tailwheel.
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CAC CA-25 Winjell VH-OPJ parked at Temora NSW at sunset. 
Temora is the location of the Temora Aviation Museum and 
Australia’s only two flying Spitfires.

Winjeel VH-OPJ during a formation turn to the right near 
Temora NSW. 
The Aircraft’s name, Winjeel, is Aboriginal for Young Eagle.

Winjeel VH-OPJ during some formation flying practice as 
number 2 in the formation. 62 production CA25 Winjeels were 
delivered to the RAAF between 1955 and 1957. Two more proto-
type CA22’s were also built.

Former Royal Australian Air Force CAC Winjeel in close forma-
tion with the photographers aircraft near Temora NSW. Many 
Winjeels had a very bright and hard to maintain dayglo orange 
‘Fanta Can’ scheme for visability. This example replaces that 
colour with red.96 Spotters e-Magazine
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