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The largest joint medium scale air warfare exercise in 
Greece, named INIOCHOS 2018, took place from March 

12 until March 23 2018. 

The INIOCHOS exercise was first created in the 80s 
for the Hellenic Forces as a small scale air exercise to 
provide advanced training in planning and conducting 

Composite Air Operations (COMAO). 

In 2013 the Hellenic Air Force (HAF) opted for a new 
operational training that suits to the actual security situa-
tion which challenges air forces over the entire spectrum 

of their capabilities. Not only to create interoperability 
between HAF units and allied Forces, but also to pro-
mote integration of tactics, techniques and procedures 

between air, land and sea forces. 
Another goal is to develop integration of legacy and 

modern military assets in the modern battlefield. And fi-
nally to prepare aircrews to achieve their objectives and 

survive in a contested environment. 
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F-15E Strike Eagles from 492FS/48FW at RAF Lakenheath made up the USAF 
contribution at Iniochos, with 13 aircraft participating.
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Five Panavia Tornado IDS from 6° Stormo at Ghedi Air Base 
made up the Aeronautica Militare contingent
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Hellenic Air Force F-16C Block 50 (347 Mira)
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One of the Israeli Air Force F-16s

12 Spotters e-Magazine



ph. Danny Reijnen

Spotters e-Magazine 13 



The Royal Air Force took part with four 
BAe Typhoon FGR.4s from 3 Squadron
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INIOCHOS developed to a medium 
scale exercise in 2014 on a sin-
gle base concept. The single base 
concept urges all participants to 
communicate, plan, brief, execute, 
and debrief tactics together in order 
to learn from each other through 
exchange of ideas and cooperation. 
Since 2015 both NATO allies and 
partner nations are invited by the 
HAF to train alongside the Hel-
lenic Forces on different realistic 
air warfare scenarios in challenging 
environments. The international ex-
ercise is characterized by an intense 
battle rhythm that is designed to 
test all aspects of operational capa-
bilities and support to maximize the 
operational use of limited air as-
sets. The event is hosted and led by 
the Fighter Weapon School (FWS), 
which is part of the Air Tactics Cent-
er (ATC) based at Andravida air-
base, under the supervision of the 
General Staff of the HAF in Athens. 
The ATC is responsible for studying 
and sharpening modern aviation 
tactics and provide advanced opera-
tional training on complex missions 
of multiple aircraft in a high threat 
environment concerning the entire 
spectrum of air operations dealing 
with heavy electronic warfare. From 
that perspective the FWS/ATC is 
hosting the INIOHOS exercise.

Phantom F-4II Hellenic Air Force
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The United Arab Emirates Air Force participated with 
six Dassault Mirage 2000-9EAD
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The main goal of INIOCHOS 2018 is not 
only to establish and maintaining joint 
readiness and good interoperability on air 
warfare, but also to build a learning curve 
for all the military involved to improve the 
effectiveness of international air operations 
and electronic warfare. Also important is 
to build better and stronger relationships 
between the participating nations espe-
cially as the geo political theatre and the 
threat of terrorism can undermine peace 
and stability in the region.
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Conducting an international 
exercise like INIOCHOS 2018 
is not easy. Good preparation 
is essential for all involved. It is 
not only about planning, execut-
ing and evaluating air tactics in 
modern warfare with all kind 
of weapon systems. As not 
only NATO allies are involved, 
it is -for instance- essential to 
establish common ground for 
communication (use of English 
language; use of radio com-
munication, etcetera). To adapt 
and integrate all the participating 
personnel and hardware into the 
NATO combat doctrine is impor-
tant. Besides this, the safety of 
all participants has to be secured 
both on and off base. After the 
preparation phase the participat-
ing assets and personnel were 
deployed to Andravida airbase. 
Than the combined air opera-
tions out of Andravida airbase 
were flown. The exercise ends 
with the redeployment of the 
units to their home bases.
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For the INIOCHOS 2018 edition forces from Italy, 
United States of America (USAF Europe), United Arab 
Emirates, Great Britain and Greece joined forces. 
Cyprus dispatched a SAR helicopter from 12 till 16 
March. Due to operational commitments Israel could 
only send 4 F-16C’s to INIOHOS 2018, arriving on 
March 19, flying missions on March 20 and depart on 
March 21. 
The exercise scenario begins with a crisis situation 
that escalates to a full war giving the participants the 
opportunity to be trained in full scale day and night 
operations. Crucial aspect is the information flow, 
that affects every aspect of the mission thus creat-
ing a realistic and demanding environment where 
the air crews tactical flexibility in decision making is 
challenged. Geographically Greece is a perfect place 
for hosting these kind of exercises: Its rough terrain, 
its mountains, the Aegean Sea and the islands of-
fers a great diversity of landscapes with no densely 
populated areas. This is ideal to simulate all kinds of 
air warfare scenarios. Low flying in order to minimize 
detection by  possible threats is part of the exercise. 
To ensure the quality, tactical relevance and valid re-
sults the FWS has the oversight of all technical aspects 
of the exercise. During INIOHOS 2018 more than 
75 aircraft flew more than 100 missions each day, in 
different waves. The participants were divided into “Blue 
Force” (friendly forces) and “Red Force” (counter forces). 

Key asset to lead these air operations was the Air-
borne Early Warning and Control aircraft, in this case 
an HAF Embraer 145H AEW&C aircraft which can 
track up multiple targets and control dozen attacks 
simultaneously. Inside the EMB145H AEW&C aircraft 
there are “Red” and “Blue” mission controllers, who 
operate independently from each other, supporting 
their own force.
The INIOHOS 2018 missions included: air operations 
to deal with integrated air defense systems; counter 
air operations, air strikes against high value enemy 
targets (like airbases, power plants, bridges, indus-
trial compounds, etcetera), maritime attack, dynamic 
targeting (DT), time sensitive targeting (TST), close air 
support (CAS), reconnaissance and combat search 
and rescue (CSAR). To provide full scale threat and 
target array, the Hellenic Army, Navy and Special 
Forces augmented the HAF. Western anti-aircraft sys-
tems like Patriot, manpads were put to good training 
use as they defended key assets that were attacked 
by aerial forces. Also the FWS can simulate other 
enemy ground based air defenses (GBADS) like S300 
based on known emission frequencies. The Israeli’s 
have experienced the importance of dealing with 
GBADS during air operations over Syria. The knowl-
edge about threats contribute to the learning curve of 
the involved participants of INIOCHOS 2018.
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F-15E Strike Eagles from 492FS/48FW
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On the media day that was 
held on March 20 Colonel A. 
Panidis  as Commander of 
the Hellenic Air Tactics Center 
held a presentation for the 
attending Minister of Defense, 
the Ambassadors of partici-
pating countries, the Chief of 
the Hellenic National Defense 
General Staff and Generals, 
observers and other guests. 
The conclusion was that it is 
vital for the HAF and other 
allied forces to keep develop-
ing operational agility that 
will most effectively counter 
dynamic and complex threat 
situations. The INIOHOS ex-
ercise is not only focused on 
this goals, but the set objec-
tives are also realized. INI-
OHOS is a most competitive 
INVITEX exercise providing 
high level training!
The HAF wants to gradually 
expand the ATC at Andravida 
airbase during the next five 
years. Therefore, investments 
will be necessary. The aim 
is eventually to increase the 
number of annual Fighter 
Weapon graduation courses 
on one hand and also to 
provide INIOHOS as the best 
large scale multinational com-
bined air operations exercise 
in Europe and the Middle 
East! Currently, Andravida 
airbase is also home to the 
117th Combat Wing which 
houses the 338 ‘Aries’ squad-
ron flying the F-4E (AUP) 
Phantom. If these aircraft 
would relocate to another 
airbase that would create the 
necessary space to house 
more fighters that are likely 
to be based here in order to 
conduct such large scale CO-
MAO exercises out of one sin-
gle airbase. However, there is 
no doubt that the future of the 
FWS/ATC and the INIOCHOS 
exercises look very promising 
as it is supported both national 
and international!
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Exercise Objectives:

- Provide REALISTIC training, which is achieved by 
creating a realistic Battle Environment:Participating 
personnel are exposed to an intensive battle rhythm 
with realistic attrition rates and challenging scenarios 
that include multiple modern threats and real time 
live injects tailored to produce the fog of war and the 
friction effect (per Clausewitz) which is expected to 
dominate the modern battlefield and test both the 
physical and psychological endurance of the modern 
fighter.

- Accurate Shot/Event Assessment: This is achieved 
with the use of on-board and off board tracking data, 
sensors and specialized debriefing software which 
is leveraged for the reconstruction of the mission by 
experienced Fighter Weapons School instructors that 
oversee the debriefing process.

Missions:

In order to achieve the objectives of the Exercise, the 
HFWS (Hellenic Fighter Weapons School) oversees 
the missions from scenario planning to debriefing 
and makes certain that they cover the full spectrum 
of missions currently performed by the HAF such as:

- Air operations versus Integrated Air Defense Sys-
tem (IADS)
- Offensive Counter Air / Airfield Attack
- Air Interdiction / Special Targets (bridges, power 
stations, vehicles, etc.).
- Anti Surface Warfare
- Slow Mover Protection (SLOMO)
- Combat Search and Rescue (CSAR).
- Dynamic Targeting (DT) / Strike Coordination and 
Reconnaissance (SCAR) / Close Air Support (CAS) / 
Time Sensitive Targets (TST).
- High Value Airborne Asset (HVAA) Protect/Attack

Schedule:

PHASE 1: PREPARATION
PHASE 2: FORCE DEPLOYMENT: 5-7 March 18
PHASE 3: EXECUTION PHASE: 12-23 March 18

Participants List:

HAF: F-16 Block 30/50/52+/M, F-4, M-2000, EMB-
145H AEW&C
USAF: F-15E Strike Eagle (48th Fighter Wing)
UAEAF: Mirage 2000-9
RAF: Eurofighter Typhoon FGR4
ITAF: Tornado
CYPRUS: AW-139

The exercise «INIOCHOS» aspires to become the most 
competitive exercise in Europe and the Mediterranean 
region, and provide Participants with a high level of 
training and unique experience of participation.

United Arab Emirates Air Force 
Dassault Mirage 2000-9EAD

30 Spotters e-Magazine



ph. George Karavantos

Spotters e-Magazine 31 



Hellenic Air Force Mirage 2000
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